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4e  future  ot 
Aed  by  the  i> 
jiy^communicated  to 
-.v.,cicent  villages.* 

The  party  of  Mattathias  beiLi^ 
forced,    furiously   attacked   the    b^ . .. 
apostate  Jews,  destroying  many,  and  comi 
ling  others  to  seek  refuge  in  foreign  countries- 
"^^v^i^fter  having  struck  their  enemies  withterrour, 
••*«,   tlie  conquerors   marched   from  city   to  city, 
-^  overturning  the   heathen   altars,    demolishing 
**4    the  graven  images,  opening  the  Jewish  sync 
-.  >  gogues,  and  enforcing  the  practice  of  circum- 
cisioi..    They  also  assiduously  employed  them- 
selves in    searching  for  and  transcribing  the 
sacred  books,  and  causing  the  reading  of  the 
scriptures  to  be  resumed.    Their  heroick  exer- 
tions were  crowned  with  such  remarkable  suc- 
cess, that,  in  the  short  space  of  one  year,  a 
liappy  reformation  had  begun  to  extend  over  a 
large  part  of  Judea,  when  death  arrested  Mat- 
tathias in  his  glorious  progress.     In  his  last 
moments  he  exhorted  his  sons  in  the  most  fer- 
vent and  affectionate  manner  to  emulate  their 

*  Whiston's  Josephus,  Vol.  HI,  p,  46.         fy  4"^"' 
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,  thousand  mti. 

.ccr  of  some  of  the  stro. 

^udea  ;  became   terrible  to  thv. 

a  Samaritans  ;  compelled  the  apos- 

.  s  to  retire  in  confusion,  while  the  pious 

rants  returned  and  enlisted  under  his  ban- 

o 

c^rs.  The  Syrian  monarch,  and  the  govemours 
of  the  provinces,  exerted  themselves  to  the  ut- 
most to  crush  this  dangerous  revolt  in  its  in- 
fancy. For  this  purpose  they  repeatedly  sent 
formidable  armies  against  Judas,  commanded 
by  officers  of  consummate  valour.     The  Mac- 

*  1  Maccab'    a  ii.         Josephus,  p.  309. 

f  The  motto  on  the  standai'd  of  Judas  was  taken  from  Exodus 
XV.  "  Who  is  like  unto  thee  among-  the  Gods,  O  Jehovah  !'*  which 
being  v/ritten  by  an  abbreviation  formed  the  initial  letters  of  the 
■words  put  together,  "which  made  the  artificial  word  Maccabees. 
Such  at  least  is  the  national  tradition  concerning  the  origin  of  a 
name  applied  in  its  strict  sense  to  pei'sons  enlisted  under  Judas  and 
his  brethren  ;  but  also  more  extensively  to  those  who,  before  Judas 
raised  his  standard,  had  magnanimously  braved  death  in  the  same 
religious  cause.  Particularly  to  those  Jews  recently  tortured  at 
Jerusalem  by  the  merciless  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  as  well  as  those 
martyred  50  years  before  at  Alexandria  by  the  cruel  Ptolemy  Phi- 
\ox>^tQV.^Prideaux's  Connection,  Vol.  Up.  193.  Gillie's  History, 
Vol  III.  p.  123. 

t  EncycIopediEi, 


ya  oi  his  co- 
ed the  Syrians 
\^se  engagements, \ 
abed  by  Lysias  the  Syrian  govv 
ed  to  sixty  five  thousand  men.     .\ 
complete  victory,  obliged  the  troops  % 
escaped  the  sword  to  elude  his  vengeance  . 
an  ignominious  flight,  and  their  commander  to 


abandon  the  enterprize,  and  return  to  Syria.*     'Wl 
Encouraged  by  this  brilliant  success,  the  b.  c. 
victorious  Maccabees  marched  to  Jerusalem, 
destroyed  the  Syrian  idols,  repaired  and  purifi- 
ed the  temple,  replaced  the  sacred  vessels,  and 
divine   worship,  which  had  been  interrupted 
for  three  vears  and  an  half,  was  resumed  with 
the  greatest    splendour   and  solemnity.     The 
temple,  which  was  decked  v/ith  a  profusion  of 
ornamxCnts,  w^as  consecrated  anew  to  the  service 
of  God,  and  an  annual  feast  appointed  to  per- 
petuate the  remembrance  of  this  joyful  event. 
But  notwithstanding  the  triumphant  success  of 
Judas  and  his  army,  they  were  not  able  to  ex- 
pel the  Syrians  from  their  fortress  on  mount 

*  For  a  particular  account  of  the  battles  between  the  Sj'rians 
and  Jews  see  1  Maccabees  iii.  iv. 


lons,  exas^ 
the  Jews,  uniud   ^^ 
d  them  on  all  sides,  being  i. 
jy  every  worshipper  of  Jehovali. 
.iid  his  valiant  brothers  repeatedly 
jk      and  vanquished  their  forces  with  pro- 
digious slaughter  ;    reduced   several  of  their 
principal  places ;  and  obtained  the  most  com- 
plete success.! 

In  the  mean  time  Antiochus,  being  on  his 
return  from  an  unsuccessful  expedition  against 
Persia,  received  the  alarming  news,  that  all  the 
Jews  had  revolted,  defeated  his  generals,  ex- 
pelled their  armies  from  Judea,  and  restored 
the  primitive  worship.  This  intelligence  filled 
him  with  such  frantick  rage,  that  he  declared  he 
would  utterly  extirpate  every  individual  of  the 
Jewish  nation.  These  words  were  scarcely  ut- 
tered, says  the  author  of  the  book  of  Macca- 
bees, when  he  was  struck  with  a  torturing  and 
incurable  disease,  and  was  compelled  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  his  sufferings  were  justly  in^ 

*  1  Maccabees  iv.      f  KoUiu's  Ancient  History,  Vol.  vlii. 


a     _  viic  jews  fro. 
they  had  ever  knowi. 
his  son  and  successor,  co. 
the  war  against  the  Jewish  nu 

Some  time  after  the  death  of  c.        /ax 
das  laid  close   siege  to  the   tower  of  * 
which  Appollonius  had  built  to  overlook 
temple.     The  young  king  advanced  to  the 
lief  of  the  garrison  at  the  head  of  an  hundred 
thousand  foot,  tv^^enty  thousand  horse,  thirty 
two  elephants,  and  three  hundred  chariots  of 
war.     Upon  the  approach  of  this   formidable 
army,  the  Maccabean  chief  haying  exhorted 
his  troops  to  fight  valiantly  for  their  liberties, 
and  given  for  the   watchword,  "  victory  is  of 
God,^^  attacked  the  enemy  in  the  night,  slew 
four  thousand   six  hundred  men,  threw  the 
whole  army  into  confusion,  and  made  a  regu- 
lar retreat  to  Jerusalem. f 

Antiochus  Eupator,  having  reduced  the  for- 
tress of  Bethsura,  conducted  his  army  to  the 
Jewish  metropolis.  The  garrison  defended 
the  city  v/ith  undaunted  courage,  till  they  were 
reduced  to  the  utmost  extremities  from  want 

*  2  Maccabees  ix.      JosepIias,.Vol.  iii.  p.  69.    f  ^^^^ 
C2 


i§2. 


>  lie  ting  ex.j^^^^ci  w 

"is  of  the  temple  entire ;  but 

jh  of  hostilities  he   caused 

^^molished,  in  open  violation  of  the 

Jk  he  had  just  confirmed  with  the 

Solemn  oath.* 

enelaus,  the  apostate  high  priest,  who  had 
ctended  the  Syrian  army  in  this  expedition, 
was  accused  by  Lysias,  the  commander,  of  be- 
ing the  instigator  of  the  war,  and  condemned 
to  suffer  a  cruel  death.  The  Syrian  govern- 
ment then  conferred  the  pontifical  dignity  up- 
on Alcimus,  a  man  equally  unprincipled  and 
vicious  as  his  predecessor.  But  the  Jews 
refused  to  admit  him  to  officiate  at  their  altar 
on  account  of  his  known  impiety  and  attach- 
ment to  the  superstition  of  the  Grecians.f 
C-  Onias,  the  son  of  Onias  III.  who  was  mur- 
dered in  Antioch,  being  disappointed  in  not 
obtaining  the  high  priesthood  after  the  death  of 
his  uncle  Menelaus,  withdrew  into  Egypt. 
Indignant  at  the  promotion  of  the  unworthy 
Alcimus,  be  petitioned  Ptolemy  Philometer 
and  Cleopatra  his  queen  to  permit  him  to 
build  a  temple  for  the  Jews  in  that  country, 

*  1  Maecabees  \i.  62.         f  2  Maccab.  xiiL 


Tt^tiesi.',   assigned  a 

adequate  revenue  for  the  >, 

chosen  for  erectinar  the  teni^. 

or  the  city  of  the  sun.     It  was  »>  ^ 

model  of  the  temple  at  Jerusalem ;  ...,^'i!i%^ 

so  large  and  magnificent  a  scale.     Onias  ^ 

made  high  priest ;  inferior  priests  and  levi'  -. 

were  also  appointed  ;  and  divine  worship  con-  ^ -l^^ 

ducted  as  in  the  capital  of  Judea.f  \,^ 

Demetrius,  son  of  Seieucus  Philopater,  and 
lawful  heir  to  the  crown,  having  put  Antiochus 
Eupator  to  death,  Alcimus,  the  apostate  high 
priest,  who  upon  being  rejected  by  the  Jews 
had  become  their  in\placable  enemy,  petitioned 
the  new  king  to  support  his  tijle.  Demetrius, 
at  his  instigation,  sent  large  armies  under  the 
command  of  Bacchides  the  govemour  of  Me- 
sopotamia, and  Nicanor,  governour  of  Judea. 
But  the  designs  of  both  were  fustrated  by  the 
valour  and  prudence  of  the  Maccabees  ;  and 
Nicanor,  having  blasphemed  the  God  of  Israel, 
and  threatened  to  destroy  the  temple,  was  slain 
in  the  engagement,  and  his  ai  my  defeated  with 
prodigious  slaughter. J 

Soon  after  this  victorv%  Judas  sent  an  em-^ 

*  Isaiah  xix.  18,  19.    f  Josephus,  Vol.  iii.  p.  59.      i  Ibid= 


-».y  two  uiuusciiiu.  inv.li, 
^i  Nicanor,  and  establish 
i  ^esthood.      At  the  approach 

jle  army,  the  soldiers  of  Judas, 
.itnL  anted  to  only  three  thousand  men, 
mtimidated  to  such  a  degree,  that  all  left 
A  except  eight  hundred.     With  this  small 
>rce,  which  he  exhorted  in  the  most  pathetick 
manner  to  die  valiantly  rather  than  desert,  he 
broke  the  strongest  wing  of  the  idolatrous  ar- 
my, and  chased  the  fleeing  troops  to  Mount 
Azotus.     But  at  length  being  surrounded  on 
all  sides,  and  overpowered  by  numbers,  this 
heroick  defendejr  of  his  country  fell,  covered 
with  honourat)ie  wounds,  on  heaps  of  his  ex- 
piring  enemies.     His  death   was   deeply   la- 
mented, and  his  heroick  exploits   deservedly 
celebrated.* 
160.      The  death  of  Judas  filled  his  countrymen 
with  the  utmost  consternation,  while  their  en- 
emies, inspired  with  fresh  courage,  reduced 
Jerusalem,  put  many  of  the  adherents  of  the 
Maccabees  to  death,  and  reinstated  Alcimus 
in  the  priesthood,  which  sacred  office  he  per- 

*  1  Maccabees  ix. 


'^.- 


perienced  since  lu^i^ 
But  at  length  providence^  r^^. 
behalf.     The  impious  high  pr 
sumed  to  break  down  one  of 
sanctuary,*  was  suddenly  cut  v,n^^ 
career  of  his  wickedness,  and  expired  in  L. 
nies.     The   party   of  Judas  made  the   mc^; 
sti'enuous  exertions  against  their  enemies,  and' 
unanimously  cho^e  Jonathan  to  succeed  his 
brother  as  their  prince  and  general.     Under 
his  direction  the  war  was  conducted  with  such 
energy  and  success,  that  the  Syrians,  disturb- 
ed by  their  own  intestine   divisions,  solemnly 
engaged  to  refrain  from  further  hostilities,  and 
a  treaty  of  peace  was  concluded.! 

Immediately  after  the  Syrian  forces  left 
Judea,  Jonathan  commenced  a  regular  gov- 
ernment, similar  to  that  of  the  ancient  Israel- 
itish  judges;  he  repaired  the  walls  of  Jerusa- 
lem, fortified  the  city,  and  made  several  im- 

*  r?y  the  order  of  prophets  Haggai  and  Zechariah,  a  low  wall 
or  mclosure  was  built  round  the  sanctuary  to  separate  the  holy 
from  the  unholy  ;  and  the  rule  was,  that  within  this  no  uncircum- 
eised  person  waste  enter.  Aleimus,  in  order  to  give  the  Gentiles 
equal  liberty  with  the  Jews,  to  pass  into  the  inner  courts  of  the 
teaiple,  ordered  this  wail  of  partition  to  be  pulled  down.-— JPri- 
xkaux^s  Connection,  Vol.  ii.p.  264. 


^ 


liietrius  had  formerly 
J  joined  the  party  of  his 
^a.  With  the  unanimous 
.eople,  he  accepted  the  high 
^  from  him  ;  that  place  having  been 
ut  seven  years  from  the  death  of  Alcimus. 
^nathan  also  formed  an  alliance  with  the  Ro- 
mans and  Lacedemonians,  and  rendered  him- 
self formidable  by  his  military  atchievments. 
But  after  he  had  governed  the  Jewish  nation 
with  equal  prudence  and  skill  for  about  seven- 
teen years,  he  and  his  children  were  treache- 
rously put  to  death  by  Tryphon,  a  Syrian  usur- 
per, in  the  city  of  Ptolemais.  One  thousand 
persons  who  attended  him  as  guards  were  like- 
B-  c.  wise  assassinated.* 

143. 

After  the  death  of  Jonathan,  the  leaders  of 
the  Jewish  nation  assembled  at  Jerusalem,  and 
chose  Simon,  the  only  surviving  son  of  Mat- 
tathias,  for  their  general  and  high  priest ;  and 
settled  both  the  civil  and  sacerdotal  power  on 
his  posterity.  He  imitated  the  valour  and 
prudence  which  marked  the  conduct  of  his 
brother ;  repaired  the  fortresses  of  Judea ;  re- 

*  Whiston's  Josephus,  Vol.  V,  p.  13.    1  Maccab.  x.  xi.  xii.  xiii.  xiv. 


if 


an    .       -_.y  to  AiK^^;^ 
ria,  offering  to  acknoWi 
and  assist  him  in  depriving  tliv 
phon  of  the  regal  dignity.     Ti.. 
were  cheerfully  accepted  by  Deme.,  --  j, 

letter  was  returned,  which  constituted  blm§ 
sovereign  prince  and  high  priest  of  the  Jewisi 
nation;  ordered  all  publick   acts  to  be  made    v 
in  his  name,  and  released  his  territories  from 
all  foreign  dominion.     After  the  independent 
reign  of   Simon  had  commenced,  he  bravely 
defended  his  country ;  took  Gaza  and  Joppa ; 
restored  peace  to  Jerusalem ;   beautified  the 
sanctuary,  and  enforced  obedience  to  the  di-  g  ^^ 
vine  law.     At  length,  however,  a  period  was    ^^^' 
put  to  his  life  and  usefulness  at  the  castle  of 
his  son-in-law,  by  whom  he  and  two  of  his 
sons  were  treacherously  murdered  after  he  had 
governed  the  Jews  eight  years.* 

Immediately  after  Simon's  death  Antiochus 
Sidetes,  the  then  reigning  king  of  Syria,  march- 
ed to  Palestine  with  a  powerful  army,  and  com- 
pelled  the  Jews  to  deliver  their  arms,  demolish 
the  fortifications  of  Jerusalem,  and  pay  him  an 
annual  tribute.  Not  long  after,  this  monarch 
was  slain  in  an  expedition  against  the  Par- 
thians ;   and  the  intestine  commotions  which 

*  1  Maccabees  xvi. 


Hid 

♦vere    crowned   with 
^ss,  that  neither  he  nor  his 
v:re  ever  after  subjected  to  the 
oyria* 
[ic  was  also  successful  in  his  wars  with  the 
I  means,  whom  he  compelled  to  renounce 
ir  idolatrous  rites,  or  abandon  their  coun- 
In  consequence  of  which,  they  lost  their 
itical  existence,  and  became  incorporated 
rvxcli  the  Jewish  nation.     The  conqueror  next 
turned  his  arms  against  the   Samaritans ;  de- 
molished their  capital  city,   and  the    temple 
which  was  erected  on  Mount  Gerizim.f 

Hyrcanus  renewed  the  alliance  which  his 
predecessors  made  with  the  Romans,  who 
were  now  rapidly  advancing  to  the  meridian  of 
their  power.  And  having  subdued  his  ene- 
mies, and  amassed  prodigious  treasure  by  his 
conquests,  enjoyed  his  authority  without  dis- 
turbance, made  Judea  flourish  under  his  wise 
administration,  and  raised  his  nation  to  a  great- 
er degree  of  splendour  than  it  had  ever  enjoy- 
ed since  the  Babylonish  captivity.  His  last 
days  were  however  embittered  by  a  contest 

*  Whiston's  Josephus,  Vol.  V  p.  14     ,Prld.  Conn.  Vol.  II.  p.  325. 
t  RolUn's  Ancient  History. 


incensed  the  king 

title  to  the  high  priesthc. 

ever,  after   having  enjoyed  tn^^ 

ty  twenty  nine  years,  died  in  ptc^^v,   ^ 

beloved  and  lamented  by  the  generality  of  the 

Jewish  nation. f 

Aristobulus,  his  eldest  son,  succeeded  him 
both  in  the  regal  and  sacerdotal  dignities.  He 
was  the  first  after  the  Babylonian  captivity  who 
assumed  a  diadem,  and  the  title  of  king.  The 
commencement  of  his  reign  was  marked  with 
several  acts  of  despotick  cruelty.  He  even 
put  his  ownri  mother  to  death,  because  she  as- 
pired to  the  government ;  and  imprisoned  his 

*  Learned  nien  differ  respecting  the  origin  of  the  Pharisees. 
Some  suppose  that  they  arose  about  an  hundred  and  fifty  years 
before  the  appearance  of  our  Saviour,  Josephus,  who  was  him- 
self of  tliis  sect,  speaks  of  it  as  flourishing  in  the  time  of  Jonathan 
the  high  priest.  The  dissentions  between  the  schools  of  Hillel  and 
Shammai,  a  little  before  the  christian  era,  increased  the  number 
and  power  of  the  Pharisees.  Hillel,  having  acquired  a  profound 
knowledge  of  the  most  difiicult  points  of  the  Jewish  law,  became 
master  of  the  chief  school  in  Jerusalem,  and  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  Talmud.  Shammai,  one  of  his  disciples,  deserted  his  school, 
and  formed  a  college,  in  which  he  taught  doctrines  contrary  to  his 
master.  He  rejected  the  oral  law,  and  followed  the  moral  only  in 
its  literal  sense.  These  diffei-ent  schools  long  disturbed  the  Jew- 
ish church  by  violent  commotions.  However,  the  party  of  Hil- 
lel was  at  last  victorous. — Enfield's  Philosophy.  See  also  Section 
V-for  a  further  account  of  this  denomination. 

f  JosephuSj  Vol.  V.  p.  19". 
Tol.  I.  D 


iiie 
-^  attacked 
,.  anort  reign  the  ty- 
_^  with  the  utmost  horrour  and 
^^  of  conscience.* 
Alexander  Janneus,  brother  of  Aristobulus, 
)eing   liberated    from    prison,  ascended    the 
ihrone.      This    martial   prince    defeated  the 
Philistines,  and  compelled  them  to  receive  cir- 
cumcision, f     He  also  atchieved  other  brilliant 
conquests  in  Arabia,  Gilead,  and    Moabitis. 
During  his  reign,  however,  the  Jews  were  in 
a  very  miserable  condition,  being  not  only  in- 
volved in  foreign  wars,  but  distracted  by  intes- 
tine commotions.      The  powerful  party  of  the 
Pharisees,  who  detested  him  for  enforcing  his 
father's  decrees  against  their  constitutions,  ex- 
erted themselves  to  the  utmost  to  vilify  his 
government,  and  exasperate  the  people  against 
him.     Their  malicious  i^ttempts  gave  rise  to  a 
civil  war  which  lasted  six  years,  involved  both 
parties  in  innumerable  calamities,    and  occa- 
sioned the  death  of  more  than  fifty  thousand 

*  Josephus,  Vol.  V.  p.  19. 
f  The  pi'actice  of  obliging  the  nations,  -vvho  were  conquered  by 
the  Jews  to  quit  their  country,  or  embrace  the  Mosaic  religion,  was 
invariably  followed  by  the  Asmonean  princes. — Rolliri's  Ancient 
History,  Vol.  IX. p.  ^'2\. 


1. 

eiiu  .u    ,      _, 

the  victory  in  a  decisive 

his  enemies  with  the  utmc. 

kine;  died  in  the  27th.  year  of  hi 

he  had  bequeathed  the  government  to  hio  *vii^\ 

Alexandria,  whom  he  appointed  guardian  'z 

the  young  princes. 

When  the  queen  ascended  the  throne,  in 
comphance  with  the  advice,  which  she  received 
from  her  husband  just  before  his  death,  she 
sent  for  the  principal  leaders  among  the  Phari- 
sees, to  whom  she  entirely  committed  the  man- 
agement of  her  affairs.      By  this  measure  she 
acquired  popularity,  and  established  herself  on 
the  throne.      But  this  turbulent  sect  having 
compelled  the  queen  to  grant  their  exorbitant 
demands,    commenced  a  violent  persecution 
against  the  Sadducees,^  and  exercised  their 
authority  in  the  most  arbitrary  and  oppressive 
manner.     Alexandria  died  in  the  ninth  year  of 
her  reign,  having  appointed  her  eldest  son  Hyr- 

*  The  Sadducees  derived  their  origin  and  name  from  one  Sadoe, 
ivho  flourished  about  two  hundred  and  sixty  years  before  Christ. 
Sadoe  was  a  pupil  of  Antigonus  Sochaeus,  president  of  the  sanhe- 
drim, who  having  inculcated  in  his  lectures,  that  men  ought  to 
serve  God  out  of  pure  love  to  hira,  and  not  in  a  servile  manner, 
either  for  fear  of  punishment  or  hope  of  rewiird,  Sadoc,  not  under- 
standing this  spiritual  doctrine,  concluded  that  there  was  no  future 
state  of  rewards  and  punishments.  His  adherents  were  denomi- 
nated Saddueees. — Jenning's  Lectures,  Vol.  I. p.  456.  See  part  Y. 
for  a  farther  account  of  this  sect. 


-    ascended 
_f  .      .cobiilus  raised  a 
,.inst  him,  which  soon  com- 
oue  for  peace,  on  condition  of  re- 
.  title  to  the  regal  and  pontifical  dig- 
But  the  ambition  of  Antipater,  gover- 
,vjiir  of  Idumea  and  father  of  Herod,  involved 
the  Jews  in  a  new  war.      He  used  all  his  ad- 
dress to  replace  the  late  king  on  the  throne,  in 
order  that  he  might  govern  under  him.     By 
his  assistance,  and  that  of  Aretas  king  of  Ara- 
bia,   Hyrcanus  assembled  a  body  of  troops, 
which   defeated   Aristobulus,  and  kept    him 
closely  besieged  in  Jerusalem. f 
B.  c.       In  this  situation  of  affairs,  Aristobulus  im- 
plored the  protection  of  the  Romans,  and  his 
petition,   being  accompanied  with   large  pre- 
sents, effectually  answered  his  purpose,  and  in- 
duced the  republick  to  write  to  Aretas,  com- 
manding him  to  raise  the  siege,  and  leave  the 
country.     The  Arabian  prince  obeyed  the  in- 
junction,   and  Aristobulus  escaped  from  his 
confinement,  and  gratified  his  vindictive  rage 
by  the  destruction  of  his  enemies.  J 

Some  time  after  this  event,  the  two  brothers 
sent   embassadors  to    Pompey,    at  that  time 

*  Josephusj  Vol.  v.  p.  26,      f  Josephu?,  Vol.  I.  p.  28.      i  Ibid. 
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the  east,  ana  ^^nose  h. 
mutual  diiFerences. 

The  Roman  general  heaiu  ^ 
apparent  impartiality,  and  dismiss  -,ift 

a  promise,  that  he  would  embrace  an  early  op- 
portunity of  deciding  the  controversy.  Aris- 
tobulus,  offended  at  the  delay,  and  suspecting 
Pompey  favoured  his  brother,  made  formida- 
ble preparations  for  war.  Exasperated  at  this, 
and  other  parts  of  his  conduct,  the  Roman 
commander  caused  him  to  be  imprisoned,  and 
marched  with  his  whole  army  against  Jeru- 
salem.^ 

Though  the  gates  of  the  city  were  readily 
opened  by  Hyrcanus's  party,  yet  the  faction  of 
Aristobulus  took  shelter  in  the  temple,  and  re- 
solved to  defend  themselves  to  the  last  extremi- 
ty. Pompey  therefore  closely  besieged  them  ; 
and  the  superstitious  rigour,  with  which  the 
Jews  observed  the  sabbath,  facilitated  the  con- 
quest of  their  metropolis.  For  though,  since  the 
commencement  of  the  Maccabean  war,  they 
had  agreed  to  defend  themselves  on  that  holy 
day,  when  iictually  attacked,  they  still  thought 
it  unlawful  to  prevent  the  works  of  the  enemy. 
The  Romans  therefore  were  unmolested,  while 
they  employed  themselves  in  preparations  for 

*  Josephus,  Vol  V.  p,  30. 
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.xxicn  more  than 
.   ^.^xbons  were  killed,  and  many 
^ide.  During  these  horrid  trans- 
,  .lie  priests,  who  were  offering  sacrifices, 
^ntinued  their  devotions  with  great  compo- 
sure, and  suffered  themselves  to  be  murdered 
before  the  altar  without  any  resistance.    Their 
constancy  excited  the  astonishment  and  admi- 
ration of  the  conqueror.* 

Jerusalem  was  reduced  on  that  very  day, 
which  the  Jews  observe  as  a  solemn  fast  for 
the  taking  of  the  city  and  temple  by  Nebu- 
chadnezzar. After  Pompey  had  completed  the 
conquest  of  Jerusalem,  his  curiosity  induced 
him  to  examine  every  part  of  the  temple.  Ac- 
companied with  some  of  his  superiour  officers, 
he  even  penetrated  into  the  holy  of  holies. 
But  he  left  the  treasures  of  the  sacred  edifice 
untouched,  and  ordered  the  priests  to  make  a 
solemn  purification,  and  offer  sacrifices  ac- 
cording to  the  Mosaic  institutions.! 

*  RoUin's  Ancient  History,  Vol.  IV.  p.  293. 
t  JosephuEj  Vol.  V.  p.  31—33. 
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Sketch  of  the  history^ 
conquest  of  Fompey  to 
Christ,  ^ 

Joseph  us    and    Tacitus    date    the    loss    of  ?• 

63. 

the  liberty  of  the  Jews,  and  the  translation  of 
the  sovereign  authority  to  the  Romans,  from 
the  reduction  of  Jerusalem  by  Pompey.  For 
though  Hyrcanus  was  restored  to  the  pontifical 
dignity  with  the  title  of  prince,  he  was  depriv- 
ed of  the  ensigns  of  royalty,  and  condemned  to 
pay  a  disgraceful  tribute.  His  domiidons 
were  also  reduced  to  narrower  limits ;  for  Pom- 
pey  restored  to  Coelo  Syria  all  the  towns  taken 
by  the  Jews,  gave  liberty  to  Samaria  and  other 
maritime  towns,  and  strictly  prohibited  him 
fiom  attempting  any  new  conquests.  To  pre- 
vent future  revolts,  the  Roman  general  com- 
manded the  walls  of  Jerusalem  to  be  demolish- 
ed ;  and,  after  regulating  the  government  of  Ju- 
dea  according  to  his  pleasure,  returned  to 
Rome,  Aristobulus  and  his  sons  Alexander 
and  Antigonus  being  sent  prisoners  to  that  city 
to  adorn  his  future  triumph.* 

From  this  period  for  many  years  civil  dis-  b.  c. 
sentions  and  desolating  wars  raged  in  Judea. 
Alexander,  the  son  of  Aristobulus,  found  means 

*  Josephus,  Vol.  V>  p,  34. 
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yji   aftairs  to 
..oed  every  artifice  to 
-X  with  the  Romans,  was  ena- 
.J  tneir  assistance,  to  suppress  the  rebel- 
lion.    Some  time  after,  Aristobulus  obtained 
his  liberty,  and  joined  the  discontented  party 
in  Palestine.  But  his  attempts  were  frustrated  ; 
and  he  was  again  committed  to  prison.     A 
few  years  after,  Julius  Caesar  set  him  at  liberty, 
in  order  to  gain  his  assistance  against  Pompey  ; 
and  both  he  and  his  son  Alexander  were  put 
to  death  by  the  partizans  of  that  famous  gen- 
eral.* 

About  this  time  Crassus,  the  Roman  gov- 
ernour  of  Syria,  invaded  the  Parthians  ;  and  on 
his  march  against  that  nation  stopped  ?tt  Jeru- 
salem, and  stimulated  by  his  insatiable  avarice, 
seized  the  sacred  treasures  in  the  temple.  The 
wealth  he  acquired  by  this  sacrilegious  pillage 
is  said  to  have  been  upwards  of  two  millions 
sterling.  But  the  vengeance  of  heaven  over- 
took him  ;  for  he  was  soon  after  defeated  and 
slain  by  the  Parthians. f 

Meantime  the  power  and  influence  of  Anti- 
pater  rapidly  increased.  Julius  Caesar,  who 
after  the  death  of  Pompey  usurped  the  supreme 

*  Josephus,  Vol.  v.  p.  37 — 40.        f  Ibid . 
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had  renciered  liim  m 
making  him  lieutenant  o. 
ing  him  with  the  title  of  a 
He  also  confirmed  Hyrcanus  in  the  priesthv, 
gave  liberty  to  fortify  the  city  and  repair  the 
wails  of  Jerusalem,  which  Pompey  had  demol- 
ished, and  bestowed  such  signal  favours  upon 
the  Jews,  that  during  his  life,  they  could 
scarcely  be  said  to  feel  the  Roman  yoke. 

At  this  time  Antipater  procured  the  gov- 
ernment of  Jerusalem  for  his  eldest  son  Pha- 
sael,  and  that  of  Galilee  for  his  second  son 
Herod.* 

During  the  domestick  calamities,  which  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  the  Romans  upon  the 
assassination  of  Julius  Caesar,  Hyrcanus  was 
deprived  of  his  authority  by  his  nephew  Anti- 
gonus,  who,  after  making  vigorous  efforts,  in 
which  he  was  assisted  by  the  Parthians,  recov- 
ered the  kingdom.  Hyrcanus  and  Phasael  were 
thrown  into  a  dungeon ;  but  Herod  escaped 
destruction  by  a  precipitate  flight.  He  first 
took  refuge  in  Egypt,  from  whence  he  repair- 
ed to  Rome  for  assistance,  and  by  the  power- 
ful patronage  of  Mark  Anthony,  who  was  then 
in  the  zenith  of  his  powder,  w^as  inaugurated 
king  of  Judea.  Soon  after  he  entered  Pales- 
tine with  a  numerous  army,  and  subdued  Gal- 

*  Joseph  us,  Vol.  v.  p.  43. 


-^  oy 
.^  made  himself 
^x  an  obstinate  siege  of 
u.  lie  immediate  consequence  was 
^x  pillage  and  massacre,  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  death  of  Antigonus  the  son  of 
Aristobulus.     Thus  ended  the  reign  of  the 
Asmonean  family,  after  a  duration  of  an  hun- 
dred and  twenty  nine  years  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  government  of  Judas  Maccabeus.* 
Upon  the  entire  reduction  of  the  holy  city 
Herod,  a  stranger  and  Idumean,  ascended  the 
throne  of  Judea.     This  extraordinary,  and  till 
then  unexampled    event,  indicated  that    the 
sceptre  was  departing  fromJudah;!  and  an- 
nounced the  appearance  of  him  to  whom  the 

GATHERING    OF    THE    PEOPLE  SHOULD   BE  ,* 

and  whose  manifestation  was  the  perpetual  ob- 
ject of  the  views  and  hopes  of  the  Jewish  na- 
tion .J 

Herod,  who  proved  one  of  the  greatest  ty- 
rants ever  recorded  in  history,  commenced  his 
reign  with  a  cruel  persecution  of  the  adherents 
of  Antigonus  ;  the  most  affluent  among  them 

*  Josephus,  Vol.  V.  p.  43. 
f  See  the  celebrated  prophecy  of  Jacob,  Genesis  xlix.  The  gen- 
erality of  interpreters,  Jewish  as  well  as  Christians,   have  by  Shi- 
loh  always  understood  the  Messiah. 

t  Rollia's  Ancient  History,  VqI.  IX.  p.  302. 


he  c.        . 

their  esUites  m  oraer  .t^-*,,^^ 
cofters.     The  tyrant  decoyed  ix^ 
Parthia,  where  he   had  fled  for  shc^^^x  , 
conti'ary   to    the   most   solemn    engagements 
caused  him  to  be  assassinated.     Aristobulus, 
the  grandson  of  Hyrcanus,  who  was  appoint- 
ed high  priest,  was  drowned  in  a  bath  by  his 
contrivance.     Mariamne,  his  queen,  who  de- 
scended from  the  illustrious  Asmonean  family, 
and  was  distinguished  for  her  beauty,  virtue 
and  accomplishments,  fell  the  next  victim  to 
his   resentment  and  jealousy.     Three  of  his 
sons,  in  the  course  of  his  tyrannical  reign, 
were  condemned  to  suffer  death.      He  sacrifi- 
ced his  friends  as  well  as  foes  to  his  ungovern- 
able fury,  oppressed  the  people  in  the  most 
cruel  and  arbitrary  manner,  and  exhausted  the 
treasures  of  the  nation  by  his  boundless  ex- 
travagance.* 

After  Herod  had  destroyed  the  greatest  part 
of  his  supposed  enemies,  he  began  to  exhibit 
a  marked  contempt  for  the  Jewish  religion  and 
laws.  From  the  beginning  of  his  reign  to  the 
final  destruction  of  the  temple,  the  high 
•  priests  had  no  hereditary  right ;  but  were  set 
up  and  removed  at  his  pleasure,  and  that  of  his 
successors.     He  also  destroyed  the  authority 

*  Josephus. 


_,xo  ,.iginally 
..iiipies  in  the  Grecian 
^wcitues   for  idolatrous  v^orship, 
'  ,_v.iated  a  superb  theatre  and  amphitheatre, 
t(?ceiebrate  games  in  honour  of    Augustus, 
adopted  in  his  ordinary  habits  Roman  manners 
and  usages,  and  in  his  publick  capacity  was 
abbokitely  devoted  and  subservient  to  the  Ro- 
mans. 

Under  the  administration,  and  through  the 
influence  of  this  tyrant,  the  Roman  hixury  was 
introduced  into  Palestine,  accompanied  with 
all  the  vices  of  that  licentious  people.  In  a 
word,  Judea,  governed  by  Herod,  groaned 
under  ail  the  corruption,  which  might  be  ex- 
pected from  the  authority  and  example  of  a 
prince,  who,  though  a  Jew  in  outward  profes- 
sion, was,  in  point  of  morals  and  practice,  a 
contemner  of  all  laws  human  and  divine,  j 
B.C.  After  Herod  had  amassed  a  prodigious 
treasure  by  his  cruel  extortions  and  confisca- 
tions, he  proposed  to  regain  the  favour  of  the 
Jewish  nation  by  rebuilding  the  temple ;  and 
for  eight   or  nine    years   employed   upon   it 

*  Herod  had  been  obliged  to  appear  before  the  grand  sanhe- 
drim, in  order  to  answer  for  his  conduct  previously  to  his  obtaining 
the  regal  dignity  ;  and  from  a  pHnciple  of  revenge  he  attacked 
the  assembly,  which  by  degrees  lost  its  power. 

t  Mosheim's  Eccles.  Hist.  Vol.  I.  p.  31.  Horse  Biblicse. 
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eighteen  thousand 
pleted  the  stupendous  desigi.. 
cent  sf 'ucture,  which  he  erecteu., 
some  respects,  to  have  even  exceeded  the  tirsi 
temple,  which  was  built  by  Solomon.*  Rising 
in  all  its  grandeur  from  the  summit  of  a  moun- 
tain, it  commanded  an  extensive  prospect ;  its 
appearance,  says  Josephus,  exhibited  every 
thing,  that  could  strike  the  mind  and  astonish 
the  sight.  It  was  on  every  side  covered  with 
solid  plates  of  gold,  and,  when  the  sun  arose 
upon  it,  reflected  such  a  dazzling  effulgence, 
that  the  eye  was  unable  to  sustain  its  radiance. 
The  temple  was  encompassed  with  august 
porticoes,  on  which  immense  riches  were  pro- 
fusely expended  ;  and  every  ornament  bestow- 
ed, that  human  art  and  genius  could  devise. 
This  superb  structure  was  continually  receiv- 
ing additions  to  the  time  of  the  ministry  of  our 
Saviour.f  Herod  set  up  a  golden  eagle  of 
exquisite  workmanship,  the  arms  of  the  Roman 
empire,  over  the  gates  of  the  temple. 

*  It  was  built  of  hard  wlvite  stoaes  of  prodigious  magnitude. 
Hence,  when  our  Saviour  was  sitting  upon  the  mount  of  Olives, 
and  the  temple  in  full  prospect  before  him,  the  disciples  expressed 
their  admiration  of  its  grandeur,  and  of  the  large  and  magnificent 
stones,  of  which  it  was  erected,  Mark  xiii.  l.- — See  Harxveod's 
Introduction  to  the  J^^'eto  Testament^  Vol.  II,  p  158. 

•j"  Herice  the  Jews  might  with  literal  propriety  assert,  as  they 
ostentatiously  did,     *'  Forty  and  six  years  was  the  temple  in  build- 
ing," John  xi.  20     As  the  whole  was  executed  under  the  idea  of 
repairs,  it  continued  to  be  called  the  second  temple, 
Tol.  I.  E 


general  ex- 
jrld  of  the  ad- 
rioiis  prophet  and  deliverer, 
...o.  cnange  the  aspect  of  human  affairs.^ 
The  Jews  in  particular  eagerly  anticipated  the 
coming  of  the  promised  Messiah,  as  the  time 
predicted  by  Daniel  for  his  manifestation  was 
arrived.    Devout  persons  waited  day  and  night 
for  the  consolation  of  Israel ;  and  the  whole  na- 
tion, groaning  under  the  Roman  yoke,  and  stim- 
uluted  by  the  desire  of  liberty  or  of  vengeance, 
expected  their  deliverer  with  the  most  anxious 
impatience. 

At  length,  that  most  interesting  and  impor- 
tant epoch  arrived,  when  Jesus  Christ  made 
his  appearance  on  earth.  When  the  sun  of 
righteousness  arose  on  a  benighted  world, 
Polytheism  was  in  every  countr}%  except  Judea, 
the  predominant,  and  almost  universal  religion. 
The  Roman  empire  under  Augustus  had  at- 
tained the  zenith  of  its  power ;  while  the  Pa- 
gan nations,  who  composed  this  vast  monar- 
chy, exhibited  the  most  glaring  picture  of  hu- 
man depravity  ;  and  the  Jewish  state  and  true 
religion  were  almost  at  the  lowest  ebb.  Just 
before  our  Saviour  was  bom,  the  temple  of 
Janus  was  shut,  to  intim.ate  that  ail  the  nations 

.  *  Josephus,  Suetonius  knd  Tacitus  mention  this  general  expec- 
tation ;  and  hence  Virgil,  the  Roman  poet,  in  his  fourth  eclogue 
describes  the  blessings  of  the  government  of  some  gi'eat  personage 
who  was,  or  should  be  born  about  this  time. 


of  the  earth  were 

peace,  after  so  many  ages 

was  a  fit  prelude  to  the  introducuC/i-  ^. ..  ^ 

rious  pnnce  of  peace  into  the  world.  ^ 

The  malicious  attempt  of  Herod  to  involve 
the  Saviour  of  the  world  in  the  slaughter  of  the 
babes  of  Bethlehem  is  recorded  by  the  sacred 
histor}'.f  The  tyrant  died  the  following  year 
in  exquisite  tortures.  During  his  illness  he 
sent  for  the  heads  of  the  most  eminent  families 
in  Judea,  confined  them,  and  left  orders,  that, 
as  soon  as  he  had  breathed  his  last,  they  should 
all  be  put  to  the  sword,  to  oblige  the  nation  to 
go  in  mourning  at  his  death.  He  expired 
soon  after,  in  the  thirty- seventh  year  of  his 
reign  ;  the  sentence  was  not  executed  ;  and  the 
nation  rejoiced  at  their  deliverance.  J 

After  the  death  of  Herod,  the  Roman  em- 
perour  divided  the  kingdom  of  Judea  between 
his  sons.  The  brothers,  for  some  years,  gov- 
erned Palestine  without  any  open  rebellion  or 
disturbance.  But  Archelaus,  who  obtained 
half  the  kingdom,  under  the  title  of  exarch, 
proved  so  corrupt  and  wdcked  a  prince,  that 
both  Jews  and  Samaritans  sent  ambassadoufs 
to  accuse  him  to  Augustus.  The  emperour 
deposed  and  banished  him  for  his  tyrannical 
conduct ;  and  reduced  Judea  to  the  form  of  a 

*  Mosheim's  Eecles.  History,  Vol.  1.  p.  18. 
t  Matthew  xi.  t  Josephus,  Vol.  V.  p.  15-i. 


procurator&, 
.aid  recalled  at  die 
,  .^  monarch.  The  pow- 
^.  ^^  iiic  tiiia  aeatli  was  taken  from  the  Jews  ; 
their  taxes  were  regularly  gathered  by  the  pub- 
licans ;  and  justice  was  from  that  time  admin- 
istered in  the  name,  and  by  the  laws  of  Rome.^ 

SECTION  V. 

Of  the  different  denominations  among  the  Jews 
at  the  time  ofChrisfs  appearance  upon  earth. 
Though  the  Jewish  nation  at  the  time  of 
our  Saviour's  appearance  retained  the  worship 
of  the  true  God,  they  had  grossly  perverted 
their  religion,  by  exalting  the  traditions  of  their 
ancestors  above  the  clear  and  positive  injunc- 
tions of  their  law  ;  and  while  they  presumed 
to  infringe  the  strongest  moral  obligations,  they 
were  scrupulously  exact  in  performing  the  most 
minute  and  trifling  ceremonies,  which  were 
enjoined  by  their  rabbies.  The  ultimate  object 
of  many,  was  to  obtain  popular  applause  ; 
hence  they  publickly  displayed  all  the  parade  of 
ostentatious  charity,  and  were  privately  guilty 
of  the  greatest  extortion  and  cruelty.      Yet, 

*  The  precise  year,  when  this  event  took  place,  it  may  be  dif- 
ficult to  ascertain  ;  but  the  judicial  forms  which  were  observed  on 
the  trial  and  condemnation  of  our  Saviour,  and  the  acclamation  of 
the  Jews,  "  we  have  no  king  but  Ceesar,"  irrefragably  shew  that  it 
had  arrived.— /Torie  Bibllccey  p.  42. 
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elated  with  spiritua.^  j. 

themselves  as  the  only  favc 

and  excluded  all  other  nations  trom  tne  Hopes 

of  eternal  life.* 

During  Christ's  ministry  on  earth  the  tem- 
ple was  used  as  a  place  of  merchandize,  and 
the  most  sacred  offices,  even  the  high  priest- 
hood, were  sold.     The  chief  priests,  who  pur- 
chased their  places  by  bribes,  maintained  their 
ill  acquired  authority  by  the  most  abominable 
crimes.     The  inferiour  priests,  and  those  who 
possessed  any  degree  of  authority,  had  become 
dissolute  and    abandoned  in  the  highest  de- 
gree ;   while  the  multitude,  excited  by  their 
corrupt  example,  run  headlong  into  every  kind 
of  iniquity,  and,  by  their  endless  seditions,  rob- 
beries,  and  extortions,  armed  against  them- 
selves  both  the  justice  of  God  and  vengeance 
of  man. 

The  Jewish  nation,  at  the  time  of  our  Sa- 
viour's appearance,  were  divided  into  a  great 
variety  of  sects.  The  principal  points  in  dis- 
pute  among  them  respected  the  law  of  Moses, 
the  immortality  of  the  soul,  the  resurrection  of 
the  body,  future  rewards  and  punishments,  and 
the  nature  of  virtue.  All  admitted  the  divine 
authority  of  the  Mosaical  law.  All  agreed  in 
thinking,  that  their  religious  tenets  and  observ- 

*  Harwood's  Introdaetion,  Vol.  1.  p.  108 — 109.    Mosheim 
E2 


orthy  of  their 

_,  v/i  Liie  teachers  of  each  sect, 
defended  their  tenets  with  the  greatest  zeal 
and  pertinacity.  The  Jews  and  Samaritans 
were,  in  particular,  violently  opposed  to  each 
other.  The  latter,  at  first,  were  heathens,  who 
worshipped  the  God  of  Israel,  in  conjunction 
with  other  deities,  till  Menasses,  who  was  made 
their  high  priest,  w^ith  other  fugitive  Jews, 
coming  to  them  from  Jerusalem,  brought  with 
them  the  book  of  the  law,  and  taught  them  to 
worship  the  true  God  only,  according  to  the 
Mosaic  institution.'  From  this  period  tl^y  are 
considered  a  sect  of  the  Jewish  religion.  They 
looked  upon  the  temple  of  Gerizim  as  the  only 
place,  where  God  is  pleased  to  be  worshipped, 
and  the  centre  of  true  religion.  They  receiv- 
ed no  other  scriptures  but  the  book  of  Moses, 
except  Joshua  and  Judges,  which,  however, 
they  did  not  allow  to  be  of  divine  authority 
like  the  Pentateuch,  f 

The  Pharisees  were  the  most  distinguished, 
flourishing,  and  popular  sect  among  the  Jews. 
They  assumed  this  name  on  account  of  their 
separating  themselves  for  superiour  strictness 
in  ritual  observances.     Their  separation  con- 

*  Prideaux's  Connection,  Vol.  I.  p.  353.    Hora  Biblioje. 
■f  Basnage,  y.  115. 


bisted  chiefly  in 

ing  rtiigious  ctrcmoiiies,  ar**^  \£c%s' <ih^- 
to  have  interrupted  the  uniformity  of  religious 
worship,  in  which  the  Jews  of  every  sect  al- 
ways seemed  to  have  been  united.* 

It  appears  from  the  frequent  mention,  which 
is  made  by  the  evangelists,  of  the  Scribes  and 
Pharisees  in  conjunction,  that  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  Je^vish  teachers,  or  doctors  of  the  law, 
were  at  that  time  of  the  pharisaical  sect.  The 
ecclesiastical  scribes  were  the  learned  of  the 
Jewish  nation,  who  expounded  the  ■  aw,  and 
taught  it  to  the  people. f 

The  Pharisees  were  principally  distinguish- 
ed  by  their  zeal  for  the  traditions  of  the  elders, 
which  they  not  only  maintained  to  be  of  equal 
authority  with  the  written  law,  but  in  many 
cases  explained  the  former  by  the  latter,  en- 
tirely contrary  to  its  true  intent  and  meaning  ; 
and  thus  made  the  commandments  of  God  of  no 
effect  by  their  traditions.  They  pretended 
that  those  traditions,  which  they  called  the  oral 
law,  w^ere  delivered  by  God  to  Moses,  on 
Mount  Sinai,  and  preserved  through  succes- 
sive generations.  They  v/ere  churged  with 
maintaining,  that  by  observing  both  the  writ- 
ten and  oral  law,  man  may  not  only  obtain  jus- 
tification before  God,^  but  perfbim  meritorious 

*  Jennings'  Jewish  Antiquities^  Vol.  I>  p.  437.        f  Ibid,  p.  30*. 


^v  lasting,  alms^^ 
-^osions  are  sufficient  atone - 
iiient  for  sin ;  that  thoughts  and  desires  arc 
not  sinful,  unless  they  produce  evil  actions. 
They  acknowledged  the  immortality  of  the  soul^ 
future  rewards  and  punishments,  and  the  re^ 
surrection  of  the  body.*  According  to  Jose- 
phus,  they  maintained  the  doctrine  of  predes- 
tination ;  but  supposed,  that  the  divine  decrees 
did  not  interfere  with  the  freedom  of  the  hu- 
man will.f 

This  denomination,  by  their  apparent  sanc- 
tity of  manners,  had  rendered  themselves  ex- 
tremely popular.  It  appears  both  from  the 
scripture,  and  the  testimorsy  of  Josephus,  that 
the  common  people  were  entirely  at  their  dis- 
posal, and  gave  their  suiFrage  to  every  religious 

*  Dr.  Prideaux  supposes  that  the  Pharisees  maintained  only  a 
Pythagorean  resurrection,  that  is,  the  transmigration  of  the  soul 
into  another  hody.  David  Levi,  on  the  other  hand,  asserts,  that 
the  Pharisees  knew  and  taught  the  true  resurrection  of  the  hody 
and  soul  together.  For  proof  of  this  he  quotes  Ezekiel  xxxvii, 
and  other  passages  in  the  Old  Testament.  Whence  he  as- 
serts, that  *' the  doctrine  of  the  resurrection,  and  consequently, 
that  of  a  future  state  of  rewards  and  punishments,  was  well  known 
and  established  in  the  Jewish  nation,  (and  that  in  the  most  clear, 
explicit,  and  unequivocal  manner)  for  almost  a  thousand  years  be- 
fore Christ." — ^avid  Levi's  Ceremonies  of  the  Jetvs,  p.  255  to 
p.  261 

f  They  maintained,  that,  "  before  a  man  is  born,  it  is  predesti- 
nated, whether  he  shall  be  wise  or  foolish,  weak  or  strong,  rich  or 
poor.  'But  whether  he  is  to  be  wicked  or  righteous,  vicious  or  vir-- 
tuous,  is  entirely  in  his  own  free  yi\W.^-^ David  Levi's  Cevetue^ 
fHes  of  the  J§~i»Sf  p.  267. 


prescription  ai. 
tiiined  their  sanctio. 

their  artifice,  were  frequently  obliged  to  court 
their  favour.  Hence  they  obtained  the  high- 
est offices  both  in  the  state  and  priesthood; 
and  assumed  the  chief  direction  both  of  pub- 
lick  and  private  affairs.* 

The  peculiar  manners  of  this  sect  are  strong- 
ly marked  in  the  writings  of  the  evangelists ; 
particularly  their  exactness  in  performing  the 
rites  and  ceremonies  of  the  law,  both  written 
and  traditionary  ;  the  rigour  of  their  discipline 
in  washings,  fastings,  and  ablutions ;  their 
scrupulous,  care  to  avoid  every  kind  of  ritual 
impurity ;  their  long  and  frequent  prayers, 
made  not  only  in  the  synagogues  and  temples, 
but  in  the  publick  streets ;  their  philacteries 
on  the  borders  of  their  garments,  on  which 
were  WTitten  sentences  of  the  law  ;  their  assi- 
duity in  making  proselytes  ;  their  ostentatious 
chai'ities  ;  and,  under  all  this  specious  mark  of 
zeal  and  purity,  their  abominable  and  atrocious 
vices.  According  to  our  Saviour's  represen- 
tation of  them,  they  were  a  race  of  the  most 
demure  hypocrites,  that  ever  disgraced  human 
nature,  resembling  whited  sepulchres,  which 
outwardly  appear  beautiful,  but  inwardly  are 
full  of  putrefaction  and  horrour.f 

*  Josephus.  f  Har-wood's  Introdaeliojt 


^iifirmed  by  the  tes- 
tiiik^ixj^  \ji  tne  Jewish  writers  themselves.  The 
Talmiidic  books  mention  several  distinct  clas- 
ses of  Pharisees,  under  characters,  which  show 
them  to  have  been  deeply  immersed  in  super- 
stition. Among  these  were  the  truncated 
Pharisee,  who,  that  he  might  appear  in  pro- 
found meditation,  as  if  destitute  of  feet,  scarce- 
ly lifted  them  from  the  ground.  The  mortar 
Pharisee,  who,  that  his  contemplations  might 
not  be  disturbed,  wore  a  deep  cap  in  shape 
of  a  mortar,  which  would  only  permit  him  to 
look  upon  the  ground  at  his  feet ;  and  the 
striking  Pharisee,  who,  shutting  his  eyes,  as  he 
walked,  to  avoid  the  sight  of  women,  often 
struck  his  head  against  the  wall.  They  prac- 
tised many  painful  austerities  and  mortifica- 
tions, frequently  observed  severe  fasts,  cover- 
ed their  features  with  gloom  and  solemnity, 
and  used  every  artifice  to  captivate  the  admira- 
tion of  the  populace.* 

The  sect  of  the  Sadducees  was  inconsidera- 
ble in  number ;  but  some  of  those,  who  pro- 
fessed its  tenets,  were  of  illustrious  families, 
and  others  distinguished  for  their  opulence. 
We  find  that  Caiaphus  an  high  priest  was  of 
this  denomination,  and  Josephus  mentions 
several  other  Sadducees,  who  were  exalted  to 

*  Godwin's  Jewish  Antiq,  p.  45.      Enfield's  Philos.  Vol.  II.  p.  181- 


the  supreme  power  in\>.      ^^v^^ .. 

chief  heads  of  the  doctrine  of  this  sect  aio  as 

follow. 

Ail  laws  and  traditions  not  comprehended 
in  the  WTitten  law,  are  to  be  rejected  as  merely 
human  inventions.  Neither  angels  nor  spirits 
have  a  distinct  existence,  separate  from  this 
corporeal  vestment.  The  soul  of  man  there- 
fore does  not  remain  after  this  life,  but  expires 
with  the  body.  There  will  be  no  resurrection 
of  the  dead,  nor  any  rewards  arid  punishments 
after  this  life.  Man  is  not  subject  to  irresisti- 
ble  fate,  but  has  the  framing  of  his  condition 
chiefly  in  his  own  povv^er.  Polygamy  ought 
not  to  be  practised.* 

The  sect  of  the  Caraites,  though  its  history 
be  exceedingly  obscure,  is  not  to  be  confounded 
with  that  of  the  Sadducees.  The  namo^enotes 
a  scripturist,  and  seems  intended  to  distinguish 
those,  who  adhere  to  the  scriptures  as  the 
whole  and  only  rule  of  their  faith  and  practice. 
This  denomination  was  given  them  about  thir- 
ty years  before  Christ,  when,  upon  the  dissen- 
sion betwixt  Hillel  the  president  of  the  San- 
hedrim, and  Shammai  the  vice  president,  by 
which  their  respective  pupils  were  divided  in- 
to  two  parties,  betwixt  whom  there  were  per- 
petual contests,  those,  that  were  of  the  opinion 

*  Josephas.     Enfield's  Philosophy. 


.^  school  of  Sham- 
^xc  zealous  for  traditions, 
witn  uiai-  v..  iiiel.  According  to  Dr.  Pri- 
deaux  they  did  not  absolutely  reject  all  tradi- 
tions, but  only  refused  them  the  samf  authority 
with  the  written  oracles  of  God.  They  were 
distinguished  from  the  Sadducees,  by  maintain- 
ing the  doctrines  of  the  immortality  of  the 
soul,  and  future  rewards  and  punishments.* 

The  Essenes  difi'ered  from  all  the   above 
mentioned  sects,  as  they  secluded  themselves 
not  only  from  politicks  and  pubiick  aiFairo,  but, 
as  much  as  the  nature  of  man  and  constitution 
of  society  will  admit,  from  the  common  con- 
cerns and  intercourse  of  priv/ate  life.     Some 
suppose  they  took  their  rise  from  the  disper- 
sion of  their  nation,  after  the  Babylonish  cap- 
tivity ;  others,  that  they  began  when  the  per- 
secution of  Antiochus  compelled  the  Jews  to 
retire  to  the  w^oods   and   mountains.     They 
maintained,  that  rewards  and  punishments  ex- 
tended to  the  soul  alone,  and  regarded  the 
body  as  a  mass  of  malignant  matter,  and  the 
prison  of  the  immortal  spirit.     The  greatest 
part  of  this  sect  considered  the  laws  of  Moses 
as  an  allegorical  system  of  spiritual  and  myste- 
rious truth,  and  renounced  all  regard  to  the 
outward  letter  in  its  explanation.     The  lead- 

*  Prid.  Coiui.  \o\.  II.  p.  388.    Jenning's  Lectures,  Vol.  I.  p.  433" 


ins:  traits  lii  the  character  of  this  -. 
that  they  were  sober,  abstemious,  peaceable,' 
lovers  of  retirement,  and  had  a  perfect  com- 
munity of  goods.  They  paid  the  highest  re~ 
gard  to  the  moral  precepts  of  the  law ;  but  ne- 
gkcted  the  ceremonial,  excepting  what  regard- 
ed personal  cleanliness,  the  observation  of  the 
sabbath,  and  making  an  annual  present  to  the 
temple  at  Jerusalem.  They  commonly  lived 
in  a  state  of  celibacy,  and  adopted  the  children 
of  others,  to  educate  them  in  their  own  prin- 
ciples and  customs.  Though  they  were,  in 
general,  averse  to  swearing,  or  to  requiring  an 
oath,  they  bound  all,  whom  they  initiated,  by 
the  most  sacred  vows,  to  observe  the  duties 
of  piety,  justice,  fidelity,  and  modesty;  to 
conceal  the  secrets  of  the  fratenity ;  to  pre- 
serve the  books  of  their  institutions ;  and  with 
great  care  to  commemorate  the  names  of  the 
angels.'^ 

Philo  mentions  two  classes  of  Essenes  ;  one 
of  which  followed  a  practical  institution,  the 
other  professed  a  theoretical  system.  The 
latter,  who  were  called  Theraputse,  placed  their 
whole  felicity  in  the  contemplation  of  the  di- 
vine  nature.  Detaching  themselves  entirely 
from  secular  affairs,  they  transferred  their 
property  to  their  relations  and  friends,  and  re- 

*  Enfield,  Vol.  II.  p.  186.    Jennings'  Lectures,  Vol.  I.  p.  170. 
Vol.  I.  F 


^  voted 
„.^.*io^ivts  CO  an  noiy  lite.  The  principal  so- 
ciety of  this  kind  was  formed  near  Alexandria, 
where  they  lived,  not  far  from  each  other,  in 
separate  cottages,  each  of  which  had  its  own 
sacred  apartments,  to  which  the  inhabitants  re- 
tired for  the  pui*poses  of  devotion.^ 

Besides  these  eminent  Jewish  sects,  there 
were  several  of  inferior  note,  at  the  time  of 
Christ's  appearance ;  the  Herodians,  mention- 
ed by  the  sacred  writers,  and  the  Gaulonit^, 
by  Josephus. 

The  Herodians  derived  their  name  from 
Herod  the  great,  and  were  distinguished  by 
their  coinciding  with  the  plan  of  that  mo)  ^^ 
to  subject  himself  and  his  dominions  lo'  the 
Romans ;  and  also  by  complying  with  many 
of  the  heathen  usages.  Their  distinguished 
tenet  appeared  to  be,  that  it  is  lawful,  when 
constrained  by  superiours,  to  comply  with 
idolatry,  and  with  false  religion.  Herod  seems 
to  have  formed  this  sect,  in  order  to  justify 
himself  in  his  practice  in  studying  every  arti- 
fice to  ingratiate  himself  with  the  emperour, 
and  to  secure  the  favour  of  the  principal  per- 
sonages in  the  court  of  Rome.  We  find  the 
Sadducees  readily  embraced  the  tenets  of  this 
party  ;  for  the  same  persons,  who,  in  one  of 

*  Enfield,.  Vol.  II.  p.  186.. 
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the  gospels,  are  called  Herodians,  ur^  AixunSth- 
er  styled  Sadducees.  The  Herodians  were 
not  so  much  a  religious,  as  a  political  sect,  at- 
tached to  Herod  during  his  life,  and  to  his  sons 
after  his  decease.* 

The  Gaulonites  were  Galileans,  who  deriv- 
ed this  name  from  one  Judas  Theudas,  a  na- 
tive of  Gaulon,  in  upper  Galilee,  who,  in  the 
tenth  year  of  Jesus  Christ,  excited  his  country- 
men, the  Galileans,  and  many  other  Jews,  to 
take  arms,  and  venture,  upon  all  extremities, 
rather  than  pay  tribute  to  the  Romans.  The 
principles  he  instilled  into  his  party  were,  not 
onl)/  that  they  wxre  a  free  nation,  and  ought 
^irdo  be  in  subjection  to  any  other ;  but,  that 
they^were  the  elect  of  God,  that  he  alone  was 
their  governour,  and  that  therefore  they  ought 
not  to  submit  to  any  ordinance  of  man.  Though 
Theudas  was  unsuccessful,  and  his  party,  in 
their  very  first  attempt,  entirely  routed  and 
dispersed ;  yet  so  deeply  had  he  infused  his 
own  enthusiasm  into  their  hearts,  that  they  ne- 
ver rested,  till  they  involved  the  city  and  tem- 
ple in  their  own  destruction. f 

Many  of  the  Jews  were  attached  to  the  ori- 
ental philosophy  concerning  the  origin  of  the 
world.  From  this  source  the  doctrine  of  the 
Cabala  is  supposed  to  be  derived.     That  con- 

*  Josephus.    Prideaus.'s  Connection.         f  Josepbus. 


uie  Jews  had  imbibed 
this  system,  appears  evident,  both  from  the 
books  of  the  New  Testament,  and  from  the 
ancient  history  of  the  christian  church.  It  is 
also  certain,  that  many  of  the  Gnostic  sects 
were  founded  by  Jews.* 

At  the  time  when  Jesus  Christ  appeared  up- 
on  earth,  the  great  body  of  the  Jewish  nation 
were  waiting  with  great  anxiety  for  their  prom- 
ised Messiah.  Yet  they  formed  erroneous 
ideas  of  his  character.  Corrupted  by  their 
increasing  intercourse  with  the  world,  and 
dazzled  with  the  splendour  of  the  Roman 
viceroys,  they  expected  not  an  eternal  and 
spiritual,  but  a  temporal  and  earth  born  sov- 
ereign. They  supposed  he  would  manifest 
himself  as  a  mighty  conqueror,  free  them  from 
subjection  to  the  Romans,  aggrandize  their  na- 
tion,  render  Jerusalem  the  metropolis  of  the 
world  ;  and,  after  subduing  all  their  enemies, 
commence  a  glorious  reign  of  prosperity  and 
peace.  Hence  they  were  disgusted  with  the 
humble  appearance  of  the  divine  Redeemer ; 
while  the  Pharisees  and  great  men  were  exas- 
perated at  the  boldness  and  severity  of  his  re- 
bukes. For  though  he  united  in  himself  the 
accomplishment  of  every  ancient  prophecy,  he 
was  ignominiously  rejected  and  put  to  death 

*  Mosheim's  Eccles.  Hist,  Vol.  I.  p.  38. 
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by  the  Jewish  nation.  The  tremena^^s 
lamities  which  befell  them  after  perpetrating 
this  horrid  crime  ;  the  fulfilment  of  our  Savi- 
our's predictions,  respecting  the  destruction  of 
their  city  and  temple,  and  their  consequent  dis- 
persion and  sufferings  will  be  related  ia 
the  following  pages. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS, 


CHAPTER  I. 

Tj'ranny  'of  the  Roman  government  in  Judea.  Herod  Agrippa 
made  king.  The  emperour  Caligula  attempts  to  have  his 
statue  placed  in  the  temple  of  Jerusalem.  Resistance  of  the 
Jews.  Death  of  Herod  Agrippa.  Arbitrary  conduct  of  the  Ro- 
man governours.  Many  Jews  depart  for  foreign  countries. 
Number  of  Jews  in  Jerusalem  at  the  Passover  The  prodigies 
which  preceded  the  war.  Of  the  contest  respecting  the  city  of 
Cesaria.  Jews  and  Syrians  take  up  arms.  Vast  numbers  de- 
stroyed on  both  sides.  The  Jews  take  several  important  fort- 
resses. Cestius  Gallus  marches  against  them  and  besieges  Jeru- 
salem. The  Christians  retire  to  Fella.  Jews  make  great  pre- 
parations for  war.,  Vespasian  is  sent  against  them  with  a  pow» 
erful  army.  He  reduces  the  cities  of  Galilee.  Of  the  parties 
among  the  Jews.  Of  the  civil  war  in  Jerusalem  ;  and  the  cru- 
elty of  the  zealots  Vespasian  is  proclaimed  emperour,  and 
sends  his  son  Titus  to  terminate  the  war  by  the  reduction  of 
Jerusalem. 

THE  ministry  of  our  blessed  Saviour  while 
he  remained  on  earth,  was  principally  confin- 
ed to  the  Jews  ;  and  notwithstanding  the  ob- 
stinate incredulity  of  the  majority  of  the  na- 
tion, who,  impatient  under  the  tyrannical  gov- 
ernment of  the  Romans,  eagerly  expected  a 
^  temporal  deliverer,  a  large  number  acknowl- 
Itelged  him  as  the  true  Messiah,    The  apostles, 
^.;^lso,  in  obedience  to   the  command  of  their 
,-divine  master,  began  to  preach  the  gospel  ta 


3  JEWS. 

this  distm^.  eopie.     Under  their  minis- 

try many  were  converted,  and  the  first  chris- 
tian church  was  founded  at  Jerusalem.  But 
the  unbeUeving  Jews,  who  had  rejected  and 
crucified  the  Prince  of  Life^  exhibited  the 
same  enmity  against  his  apostles  and  follow- 
ers, and,  in  the  infancy  of  the  christian  church, 
they  were  its  most  cruel  persecutors.*  The 
most  signal  marks  of  divine  vengeance,  how- 
ever, soon  pursued  this  infatuated  people  ;  and 
the  predictions  of  the  Divine  Redeemer,  re- 
specting the  tremendous  destruction  of  Jeru- 
salem, began  to  be  accomplished. 

The  governours  of  Judea,  appointed  by  the 
Romans,  constantly  insulted  the  feelings  of  the 
Jews,  by  exhibiting  a  marked  contempt  for 
their  religion  and  law.  Pontius  Pilate,  during 
his  administration,  took  every  occasion  of  in- 
troducing his  standards,  with  images,  pictures, 
consecrated  shields.  Sec.  into  their  city;  and 
at  length  attempted  to  drain  the  treasury  of 
the  temple,  under  pretence  of  bringing  an 
aqueduct  to  Jerusalem.  Seven  years  after  the 
crucifixion  of  Jesus  C  hrist,  complaint  being 
made  of  the  tyranny  and  rapine  of  Pilate,  he 

•  The  early  ecclesiastical  historians,  as  well  as  the  New  Testai*#M 
ment  writers,  attest  the  enmity  of  the  Jews  against  the  Chi'istians, 
and,  that  they  were  more  particularly  exasperated  against  those  be- 
lievers, who  were  of  their  own  nation. 
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was  superceded,  and,  in  extreme  poverty  and 
misery,  perished  by  suicide.* 

Soon  after,  Herod  Agrippa,  grandson  to 
Herod  the  great,  was  promoted  to  the  regal 
dignity  ;  and,  during  his  reign,  the  Jews  were 
involved  in  new  difficulties.  The  Roman  em- 
perour,  Caligula,  intoxicated  with  mad  ambi- 
tion, claimed  divine  honours  ;  and,  being  de- 
termined to  have  his  statue  placed  in  the  sanc- 
tuary of  the  temple,  ordered  Petronius,  the 
goveniour,  to  raise  an  army  to  enforce  obedi- 
ence to  his  impious  injunction.  At  this  alai^m- 
ing  period,  the  Jews  went  in  a  large  body  to 
the  governour,  beseeching  him  in  the  most  pa- 
thetick  terms  not  to  defile  their  temple  with 
images  ;  and,  falling  prostrate  on  the  ground, 
offered  to  die  rather  than  disobey  their  law.f 
Their  moving  entreaties  excited  the  compas- 
sion of  Petronius,  and  he  engaged  to  interest 
himself  in  their  behalf.  At  length  Agrippa, 
who  was  in  high  favour  at  court,  undertook 
their  cause  ;  and,  upon  the  emperour's  solemn- 
ly engaging  to  grant  whatever  he  should  ask, 
he,  generously  preferring  the  welfare  of  his 
people  to  his  own  emolument,  requested  the 
monarch  to  relinquish  the  design  of  having  his 
statue  erected  in  the  temple.  Caligula  reluc- 
tantly granted  his  suit ;  and  the  death  of  the 

*  Josephus,  Vol.  V.        f  Josephus,  Vol.  V.  p.  172—173. 


tyrant,  wnicn  iook:  place  soon  atter,  prevented 
his  renewing  the  impious  attempt.* 

According  to  the  sacred  historian,!  Agrip- 
pa,  upon  his  entrance  into  Judea,  who,  from  an 
ambitious  desire  of  popularity  among  his  coun- 
trymen, raised  a  persecution  against  the  chris- 
tians, and  blasphemously  suffered  himself  to 
be  styled  a  God  by  some  deputies  from  Tyre 
and  Sydon,  was  miraculously  struck  with  a 
terrible  disease,  which  soon  put  an  end  to  his 
life.  After  his  death  Judea  was  again  reduced 
to  a  Roman  province,  and  the  new  govemours 
appointed  over  it  were  continually  irritating 
the  minds  of  the  people  by  the  most  glaring 
infringements  upon  their  privileges.  J 

Felix,  who  had  advanced  from  obscurity  and 
servitude  to  rank  and  power,  with  the  true 
spirit  of  a  slave,  exercised  the  tyranny  of  an 
eastern  prince.  §  His  oppression,  rapine,  and 
cruelty,  excited  a  spirit  of  revolt ;  while  the 
false  prophets  (who  were  so  numerous  under 
his  government,  that  some  of  them  were  ap- 
prehended and  killed  every  day)  were  continu- 
ally blowing  the  flames  of  sedition.  The 
people  were  massacred  by  the  troops  of  Fe- 
lix for  following  these  deceivers,  who,  accord- 
ing to  our  Saviour's  prediction,  drew  multi- 

*  Josephus,  Vol.  V.  p.  172-173.  t  Acts  v. 

1;"Josephus'  Wars  of  the  Jews,  Vol.  V.  p.  184.        §  Tacituj. 
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tudes  into  the  desart  to  shew  them  signs  and 
wonders.  In  particular,  a  certain  Egyptian 
Jew,  entered  Judea  with  a  numerous  banditti, 
and,  having  collected  about  thirty  thousand 
men,  led  them  to  Mount  Olivet,  and  promised 
to  deliver  them  from  the  Romans.  Felix,  with 
his  legions,  met  him  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain, slew  many  of  his  followers,  and  took 
others  prisoners.  The  impostor,  with  a  rem- 
nant of  his  adherents,  made  their  escape,* 

Judea,  during  the  government  of  Felix,  was 
infested  with  robbers,  and  clandestine  assas- 
sins, named  Sicarii,  who,  with  poignards,  con- 
cealed under  their  garments,  used  to  mingle 
m  the  crowd,  and  stab  (heir  supposed  enemies. f 
By  the  just  judgment  of  heaven,  the  Jews, 
who  had  crucified  their  Messiah,  and  desired 
a  robber  and  murderer  to  be  granted  to  them, 
had  their  country  overrun  with  robbers  and 
murderers ;  and  the  frequency  of  the  horrid 
assassinations  among  them,  excited  universal 
consternation. 

Porcius  Festus,  who  succeeded  Felix,  up- 
on his  removal  from  the  government,  support- 
ed a  better  character  than  his  predecessor.  At 
the  commencement  of  his  administration,  the 
assassins  were  spreading  terrour  throughout 
Jerusalem.     He  punished  these  wretches  with 

*  This  is  supposed  to  have  happened  in  the  year  of  Christ  55. 
t  Josephus,  Vol,  V«  p.  184—185. 


exemplary  severity,  and  exerted  himself  to 
the  utmost  to  suppress  the  civil  discords, 
which,  in  consecjuence  of  the  extravagant 
claims,  and  frequent  depositions  of  the  Jewish 
pontiffs,  raged  among  the  priests,  and  filled 
the  country,  the  city,  and,  sometimes,  the  tem- 
ple, with  blood.* 

Festus  died  in  his  government,  and  the  Ro- 
man emperour  Nero  sent  Aibinus  in  his  room. 
Insatiable  avarice  being  his  ruling  passion,  he 
burdened  the  nation  with  extraordinary  trib- 
utes ;  and  became  the  encourager  of  all  kinds 
of  villany,  by  jieldhig  to  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion.! 

Gessius  Florins,  who  succeeded  Aibinus, 
far  surpassed  him  in  wickedness  ;  and  gloried 
in  his  greater  violence.  He  even  robbed  the 
sacred  treasury,  pillaged  whole  provinces,  op- 
pressed the  Jews  by  all  kinds  of  rapine  and 
extortion,  encouraged  the  robbery  and  plun- 
der of  the  banditti,  for  a  share  of  their  booty  ; 
fomented  the  publick  divisions ;  and  even 
used  his  utmost  exertions  to  excite  an  open 
rebellion,  in  hopes,  that  the  publick  confusion 
might  prevent  complaint  ag'ainst  his  iniquitous 
conduct.  In  a  word,  he  was  one  of  the  vilest 
wretches,  that  ever  disgraced  human  nature  ; 
and  a  distinguished  instrument  of  divine  ven* 

*  Josephus,  Vol.  V.  p.  186.    Mayor's  Univ.  Hist.  Vol.  IL  p.  m<. 
t  Josephus,  Vol.  V.  p.  IS8. 
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geance  upon  the  subjects  of  his  capricious  ty- 
ranny.* 

In  consequence  of  the  distracted  state  of 
Judea,  many  of  its  inhabitants  sought  an  asy- 
lum in  foreign  countries  ;  while  those  who  re- 
mained,  apphed  to  Cestius  Galkis,  governour 
of  Syria,  who  w^as  at  Jerusalem,  at  the  pass- 
over,  earnestly  beseeching  him  to  deiiv^er 
them  from  the  tyranny  of  their  cruel  gover- 
nour. Cestius,  instead  of  making  a  strict  in- 
quiry into  the  conduct  of  Florus,  dismissed 
the  Jews,  with  a  general  promise,  that  he 
should  behave  better  for  the  future.  In  the 
meantime  directions  were  given  to  compute 
the  number  of  Jews  then  at  Jerusalem,  by  that 
of  the  lambs  offered  at  the  festival,  which  were 
found  to  amount  to  2,556,000.t 

While  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  the  gover-  a.d. 
nour,  and  the  irritated  state  of  the  Jewish  peo- 
ple, threatened  them  with  the  horrours  of  war ; 
famines,  earthquakes,  and  terrifick  sights  in 
the  heavens,  appeared  to  fulfil  the  awful  pre- 
dictions of  our  Saviour.  Josephus,  am-ong 
many  other  fearful  prodigies,  relates,  that  be- 
fore the  rebellion,  when  a  great  multitude  were 
assembled  in  Jerusalem,  at  the  passover,  at 
the  ninth  hour  of  the  night,  so  great  a  light 
shone  round  the  altar,  and  the  temple,  that  it 

*  Josephus,  Vol.  V.  p.  nr.  t  Ibid. 

Vol.  I  G 


65. 


74  HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS. 

seemed  to  be  bright  day  ;  that  a  few  days  af- 
ter the  festival,  before  sun  set,  chariots  and 
troops  of  soldiers  in  armour  were  seen  passing 
through  the  clouds,  and  surrounding  cities ; 
and,  that  the  priests,  going  into  the  inner  tem- 
ple, felt  the  place  move  and  tremble,  and 
heard  a  voice,  more  than  human,  crying,  "  Let 
us  depart  hence."* 

This  account  is  confirmed  by  Tacitus,  the 
Roman  historian,  who  says,  "  Portents  and 
prodigies  announced  the  ruin  of  Jerusalem ; 
swords  were  seen  glittering  in  the  air ;  embat- 
tled armies  appeared ;  and  the  temple  was  il- 
luminated by  a  stream  of  light,  that  issued  from 
the  heavens,  the  portal  flew  open,  and  a  voice 
more  than  human,  announced  the  immediate 
departure  of  the  gods ;  there  was  heard,  at 
the  same  time,  a  terrifick  sound,  as  if  superi- 
our  beings  were  actually  rushing  forth. "f 

A  contest  had  long  subsisted  between  the 
Jews  and  Syrians  concerning  Cesaria,    which 

*  Josephus,  Vol.  V.  See  Ai'chbishop  Newcome's  Observations 
on  the  charjacter  of  our  Lord  for  an  admirable  detail  of  these 
events. 

t  Murphy's  Tacitus.  Dr.  Jortin  remarks,  that,  "if  Christ  had 
not  expressly  foretold,  that  there  should  be  fearful  sights,  and  great 
signs  f'om  heaven^  many,  who  give  little  heed  to  portents,  and 
know  that  historians  have  been  too  credulous  in  this  point,  would 
have  suspected  that  Josephus  had  exaggerated,  and  that  Tacitus 
was  misinformed  ;  but,  as  the  testimonies  of  Josephus  and  Tacitus 
-eonfii-m  the  predictions  of  Christ,  so  the  predictions  of  Christ  eon- 
firm  the  wonders  related  by  these  hlstcrians. — Ji,rtin''s  Bemarks 
on  Ecclesiastical  IlistGvi;. 
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was  situated  in  the  confines  of  Syria  and  Ju- 
dea.  The  Jews  maintained,  that  the  city  be- 
longed to  them,  because  it  was  buih  by  Herod 
their  king ;  \diile  the  Syrians  pretended,  that 
it  had  ahvays  been  considered  as  a  Grecian 
city,  since  even  that  monarch  had  erected  in 
it  temples  and  statues.  During  the  admin- 
istration of  FeUx,  the  contest  rose  to  such 
a  height,  that  both  parties  armed  against  each 
other.  That  governour  allayed  the  ferment 
for  a  time,  by  sending  some  of  the  chiefs  of 
both  nations  to  Rome  to  plead  their  cause  be- 
fore the  em.perour.  The  affair  hung  in  sus- 
pense till  this  period,  v/hen  Nero  decided  it 
against  the  Jews.  This  event  was  the  imme- 
diate cause  of  the  fatal  war  with  the  Romans, 
which  proved  the  most  desperate  of  any  re- 
corded in  history  ;  and  terminated  in  the  de- 
struction of  Jerusalem.* 

The  decree  of  the  emperour  was  no  sooner  ^^^^ 
published,  than  the  Jews,  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  took  up  arms  ;  Agrippa,|  who  hap- 

*  Josephus,  Vol.  V.  p.  188. 
f  He  was  the  son  of  Agrippa,  great  grand  son  to  Herod,  and 
king  of  Chalcis.  He  resided  chiefly  at  Jerusalem,  and  obtained 
the  administration  of  the  temple,  and  a  right  to  appoint  or  depose 
the  high  priests.  When  the  high  priest  Ananus  had  condemned 
St.  James  to  death,  some  Jews,  who  disapproved  of  this  cruelty, 
complained  to  Agrippa,  and  this  prince  deprived  him  of  the  high 
priesthood.  He,  with  his  sister  Bernice,  heard  St.  Paurs  de- 
fence before  Festus,  the  Roman  governour,  and  he  owned  himself 
almost  convinced  by  it.  See  Acts  xxv.  26.  Basnage's  History  of 
the  Jews,  p.  23, 
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pened  to  be  at  Jerusalem  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  attempted  to  appease  the  fury 
of  the  multitude  by  an  elaborate  speech,  m 
which  he  painted,  in  glowing  colours,  the  vast 
extent  and  grandeur  of  the  Roman  empire ; 
the  mighty  nations,  who  had  been  subdued  by- 
its  all- conquering  arms  ;  the  folly  and  infatua- 
tion of  the  Jews  in  opposing  the  masters  of  the 
world  ;  and  concluded  by  a  pathetick  exhorta- 
tion to  his  countrymen,  to  lay  down  the  wea- 
pons of  their  rebellion.  But  his  entreaties  and 
remonstrances  were  alike  disregarded  ;  and  he 
was  compelled  to  provide  for  his  personal  safe- 
t  by  quitting  the  city.* 

The  flames  of  intestine  war  now  raged  with 
irresistible  fury  in  every  part  of  the  unhappy 
province,  and  its  progress  was  marked  by  acts 
of  cruelty  and  desperation.  Twenty  thousand 
Jews  were  massacred  at  Cesaria,  fifty  two 
thousand  at  Alexandria,  two  thousand  at  Ptol- 
emais,  and  three  thousand  five  hundred  were 
cut  off  at  Jerusalem  by  the  troops  of  Florus, 
in  one  day.  The  Jews,  to  the  utmost  of  their 
power,  exercised  similar  cruelties  on  the  Syri- 
ans and  Romans,  and  slaughtered  immense 
numbers  of  people. f 

The  rebellious  Jews  being  joined  in  Jeru- 
salem by  numerous  assassins,  with  their  as- 
sistance beat  the  Romans  out  of  the  fortress  of 

*  Joscphus,  Vol.  V.  p.  215,  t  I^'^^- 


HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS.  77 


Antonia  and  Massada,  possessed  themselves  of 
the  towers  of  Phasael  and  Mariamne,  and  re- 
duced the  palaces  of  Agrippa,  Bernice,  and  the 
high  priest  to  ashes.  They  even  carried  their 
fury  to  such  a  height,  as  to  massacre  those  Ro- 
mans, who  had  capitulated  on  condition  of  hav- 
ing their  lives  preserved.  Their  treachery 
was,  however,  soon  revenged  on  the  faithful 
Jews  in  Sythopolis,  who  had  offered  to  assist  in 
reducing  their  factious  brethren.  But  their 
sincerity  was  suspected,  and  above  thirteen 
thousand  of  their  number  were  inhumanly 
massacred.  The  rebels,  in  the  mean  time, 
crossed  the  Jordan,  and  took  the  fortress  of 
Machasrus  and  Cyprus ;  the  latter  of  which, 
after  putting  all  the  Romans  to  the  sword,  was 
razed  to  the  ground."* 

Upon  the  general  revolt  of  the  Jews,  Cestius 
Gallus,  president  of  Syria,  marched  at  the  head 
of  apowerful  army  into  Judea  and  Galilee,  burn- 
ing all  the  towns  and  villages  in  his  way,  and 
slaughtering  the  inhabitants.  He  was  met  at 
Gibeon,  a  city  about  six  miles  from  Jerusaiemj 
by  large  numbers  of  Jews,  w^ho  attacked  him 
with  such  fury,  that  his  whole  army  w^as  in 
danger.  Agrippa,  who  joined  him  with  a 
body  of  troops,  endeavoured  once  more  to  ap- 
pease his  rebellious  countrymen  by  sending 

*  Josephus,  To!.  V.  p.  215. 
G2 
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two  of  his  officers  to  them  with  proposals  of 
peace.  But  after  they  ha|i  killed  one  of  his 
officers' and  wounded  the  othci,  Cestius  ad- 
vanced with  his  Avhole  army,  repulsed  the  reb- 
els, and  made  himself  master  of  the  lower  parts 
of  Jerusalem.*  Josephus  says,  "  if  Cestius  had 
continued  the  seige  a  little  longer  he  would  have 
taken  the  city  ;  but  God,  being  angry  with  the 
wicked,  would  not  suiFer  the  war  to  be  termi- 
nated at  that  time,"  But  Cestius  suddenly  and 
unexpectedly  raised  the  seige  at  the  instigation 
of  some  of  his  officers,  who,  it  is  said,  were 
bribed  by  Florus.  Emboldened  by  this  im- 
politick  step,  the  insurgents  pursued  Cestius  to 
his  camp  at  Gibeon,  from  whence  he  escaped 
by  night,  with  the  loss  of  upwards  of  five 
thousand  of  his  army.f 

It  is  recorded  by  an  ancient  historian,  J  that 
the  christians  abandoned  Jerusalem  at  this  aw- 
ful period.  Having  called  to  mind  the  warn- 
ing of  their  divine  Master,  that,  when  they 
should  see  Jerusalem  encompassed  about  with 
armies,  and  the  abomination  of  desolation 
(the  Roman  army  with  their  idolatrous  im- 
ages^) standing  in  the  holy  place,  they  should 

*  About  A.  D.  67.  f  Josephus. 

+  Eusebius's  Ecclesiastical  History,  Book  III.  Chap.  5. 
§  *'The  Roman  armies  arestvled,  the  abomination  of  desolation^ 
because  they  not  only  spread  desolation  before  them,  but  were  held 
in  the  utmost  abhoiTence  by  the  Jews,  on  account  of  tlie  images  of 
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flee  unto  the  mountaiiis.  In  obedience  to  this 
sacred  injunction,  the}^  removed  to  Pella,  a  city 
beyond  the  river  Jordan,  about  an  hundred 
miles  from  Jerusalem,  belonging  to  Agrippa, 
and  inliabited  by  Gentiles*  IJere  they  obtained 
a  safe  asylum  ;  and  Vve  xja  not  find,  that  even  a 
single  individual  of  them  perished  in  the  im- 
pending ruin  of  the  Jewish  metropbiis.* 

The  defeat  of  Cestius  heightened  the  ob- 
stinacy of  the  Je^vs,  who,  elated  with  their  suc- 
cess, made  formidable  preparations  for  the  pro- 
secution of  the  war.  Ananus,  the  high  priest, 
and  Joseph,  the  son  of  Gorion,  were  appointed 
to  govern  Jerusalem,  and  repair  the  walls ; 
while  persons  of  approved  valour  and  resolu- 
tion were  sent  to  command  the  troops  in  the 
provinces.    Josephus,t  a  priest  of  considerable 

their  gods  and  eraperours,  which  they  caiTied  m  their  standards,  by 
■which  thev  swore,  and  to  which  they  sacrificed.  The  usual  orna- 
ments of  these  standards  gave  such  offence  to  the  Jews,  that,  in 
peaceable  times,  the  Romans  entered  Jerusalem  without  them ; 
and  Vitellius,  at  the  request  of  some  eminent  Jews,  humanely  avoid- 
ed mai'ching  his  forces  through  Judea  on  account  of  these  ensigns. 
Vv'hen  therefore  they  were  planted  within  sight  of  the  city  and 
temple,  when  they  stood  within  the  holy  precincts  of  Jerusalem, 
rivalling,  as  it  were,  the  God  of  Israel,  this  was  a  hostile  contempt 
of  the  Jews,  and  is  justly  placed  among  the  presages  of  their  utter 
destruction." — JVexveome's  Observations  on  our  Lord,  p.  240. 

*  Newton  on  the  Prophecies,  PartH.  p  19. 

f  Josephus  was  born  at  Jerusalem,  37,  and  descended  from  the 
illustrious  Asmonean  family.  He  soon  discovered  great  acuteness 
and  penetration  ;  and  made  so  rapid  a  progress  in  the  learning  of 
the  Jews,  that  he  was  occasionally  consulted  by  the  chief  priests 
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rank,  and  the  celebrated  writer  of  the  antiqui 
ties  and  wars  of  the  Jews,  was  appointed  gov- 
ernour  of  the  two  Galilees. 

Nero,  the  Roman  emperour,  who  had  re- 
ceived intelligence  of  the  defeat  of  Cestius, 
and  was  alarmed  at  the  energetick  measures, 
which  were  taken  by  the  Jews,  commanded 
Vespasian,  an  officer  of  distinguished  prudence 
and  bravery,  to  march  with  all  possible  expe- 
dition into  Judea.  Accordingly,  that  com- 
mander employed  himself  in  raising  forces ; 
and  liis  son  Titus  was  despatched  to  fetch  two 
of  the  Roman  legions  from  Alexandria.  But 
the  Jews,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  aimy 
in  their  country,  had  twice  attempted  to  take 
the  city  of  Ascalon,  and  were  each  time  re- 
pulsed, with  the  loss  of  ten  thousand  of  their 
number  in  the  first,  and  eight  thousand  in  the 
second  engagement. 

Early  in  the  following  spring,  the  imperial 
army,  which  amounted  to  sixty  thousand  men, 

and  rulers  of  the  citv  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  He  adopted  the  opin- 
ions or"  the  Pharisees,  and  engaged  in  civil  affairs.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  Jewish  war,  he  was  a  famous  general ;  and  after  he  was 
taken  prisoner  admitted  to  share  the  confidence  of  Vespasian,  and 
his  son  Titus,  the  latter  of  whom  he  accompanied  to  the  siege  of 
Jerusalem.  Aft-r  the  city  was  taken,  he  attended  Titus  to  Rome, 
where  Vespasian  gave  him  the  freedom  of  the  citr,  and  settled  a 
pension  upon  liim.  At  Rome  he  applied  himself  to  study  the  Greek 
language,  and  c  -mposed  his  historv  of  the  wai"s  of  the  Jews.  He 
lived  till  the  thirteeuth  year  of  Domitian  ;  and  died  in  93,  aged  fifty 
sis  years. — General  Biographical  Dieiionarif,  Vol-  IX^p^  28. 
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completely  ai'med,  and  fully  disciplined,  enter- 
ed Galilee.  Soon  after  their  arrival,  Gadara 
was  taken  on  the  first  assault ;  all  the  adults 
were  put  to  the  sword,  and  fire  set  to  the  ad- 
jacent towns  and  villages.  The  .conquerors 
next  closely  besieged  Jotaphata.  Josephus, 
being  apprized  of  their  design,  supplied  the 
city  with  ample  stores,  and  defended  it  with 
heroick  valour  for  forty  seven  days.  The  Ro- 
mans, however,  finally  surprized  and  took  the 
place,  and  all  the  inhabitants  were  either  slain, 
or  made  prisoners.  The  captives  amounted 
to  one  thousand  two  hundred ;  and  forty  thou- 
sand lost  their  lives  on  this  occasion.* 

Josephus  was  among  the  prisoners.  He  had 
escaped  the  general  massacre,  by  flying  from 
the  midst  of  his  enemies,  and  with  forty  of  his 
bravest  men,  concealed  himself  in  a  deep  cav- 
ern. His  retreat  was  discovered  to  Vespasian, 
and  that  famous  general  sent  to  offer  him  life, 
upon  honourable  conditions.  Upon  his  pre- 
paring to  accept  the  terms,  his  companions  up- 
braided him  in  the  severest  manner,  and  even 
offered  to  murder  him.  At  this  critical  mo- 
ment, he  appeased  their  fury,  by  advising 
them,  if  they  were  determined  upon  death,  to 
draw  lots,  who  should  kill  his  companion,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  crime  of  suicide.      This 

*  Josephus,  Vol.  V.  p.  285. 
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dreadful  proposal  was  accepted ;  and  providence 
so  ordered  it,  that  the  tVv-o  last  survivors  were 
Josephus,  and  a  person  whom  he  easily  per- 
suaded to  live.  The  Jewish  commander,  up- 
on his  arrival  in  the  Roman  camp,  assured 
Vespasian,  that  he  should  soon  be  chosen  em- 
perour ;  and,  in  consequence  of  this  predic- 
tion, the  conqueror  treated  him  v/ith  great 
respect  and  generosity.* 

While  the  Roman  forces  were  besieging 
Jotaphata,  the  inhabitants  of  Japha,  a  neigh- 
bouring city,  rebelled.  The  general  sent  a 
powerful  army  against  them,  and  they  were 
reduced,  after  an  obstinate  siege.  All  the  men, 
amounting  to  15,000,  were  massacred;  and  the 
women  and  children  made  prisoners.  About 
a  week  after,  the  Samaritans,  who  had  assem- 
bled in  a  riotous  manner  on  Mount  Gerizim, 
were  almost  all  put  to  the  sword,  or  perished. 
Joppa,  which  had  been  formerly  laid  waste  by 
Cestius,  being  now  repeopled  and  fortified  by 
some  seditious  Jews,  who  infested  the  coun- 
try, fell  the  next  victim  to  the  Roman  ven- 
geance. When  the  imperial  army  invaded 
that  city,  large  numbers  of  the  wretched  in- 
habitants betook  themselves  to  their  ships. 
But  they  were  driven  back  by  a  violent  tem- 
pest,  which  dashed  the   vessels    against  the 


*  Josephus,  Vol.  V.  p.  293. 
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rocks.  In  this  extreme  distress  many  perished 
by  suicide  ;  others  were  swallowed  up  by  the 
waves,  or  crushed  by  the  broken  ships ;  and 
such  as  were  enabled  to  reach  the  shore  were 
killed  by  the  merciless  Romans.  The  sea  was 
for  a  long  space  discoloured  with  blood  ;  four 
thousand  two  hundred  dead  bodies  strewed 
the  coast,  and  not  a  messenger  remained  to 
report  this  great  calamity  at  Jerusalem.* 

After  Vespasian  had  refreshed  his  troops, 
he  marched  to  Tiberias ;  the  city  yielded ;  and 
the  inhabitants  were  spared  at  the  moving  in- 
tercession of  king  Agrippa.  Tarichae,  on  the 
sea  of  Galilee,  was  next  attacked  ;  and,  after 
an  obstinate  resistance,  reduced  by  the  victo- 
rious Romans.  Multitudes  of  Jews  were  de- 
stroyed, and  upw^ards  of  thirty  thousand  sold 
for  slaves.  Vespasian  proceeded  to  invest 
Gamala,  a  city  placed  on  a  rocky  isthmus. 
The  assailants  w^ere  driven  back  with  prodigi= 
ous  slaughter.  Their  last  attack,  however, 
was  successful,  the  flight  of  their  darts  being 
favoured  by  a  violent  storm,  which  obstructed 
those  of  the  enemy.  After  the  city  was  taken, 
the  exasperated  victors  slew  four  thousand  of 
the  inhabitants ;  and  a  large  number  fell  vic- 
tims to  their  own  impatience  and  ungoverna- 
ble fury.     The  Romans  also  obtained  a  deci- 

*■'  Josephus,  Vol.  V,  p.  294.    Newcome's  Obser.  oa  our  Lord,  p.  228- 
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sive  victory  over  the  Jews,  w^ho  had  retired  to 
a  strong  hold  on  Mount  Itabys.^ 

Titus,  who  was  sent  to  besiege  Gischala,  ear- 
nestly exhorted  the  inhabitants  to  save  them- 
selves from  destruction,  by  a  timely  surrender. 
The  citizens  were  inclined  to  accede  to  his  ad- 
vice ;  but  a  seditious  Jew,  named  John,  the  son 
of  Levi,  head  of  his  faction,  vehemently  opposed 
it ;  and,  having  the  mob  at  his  command,  over- 
aw^ed  the  whole  city.  On  the  sabbath  he  entreat- 
ed Titus  to  forbear  hostilities  till  the  followin^: 
day,  engaging,  on  that  condition,  to  accede  to 
his  proposal.  But,  after  his  request  was  grant- 
ed, the  perfidious  wretch,  with  a  number  of 
his  followers,  withdrew  to  Jerusalem.  The 
citizens  then  surrendered,  and,  having  appriz- 
ed Titus  of  John's  flight,  earnestly  besought 
him  not  to  punish  the  innocent  with  the  guilty. 
The  conqueror,  after  yielding  to  their  entreat- 
ies, pursued  and  killed  six  thousand  of  the  fol- 
lowers of  John,  and  brought  back  three  thou- 
sand w^omen  and  children  prisoners.  The  traitor 
himself  eluded  their  pursuit,  and  exasperated 
the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  against  the  Ro- 
mans.f 

After  the  conquest  of  Galilee  was  complet- 
ed, by  the  reduction  of  Gischala,  Titus  joined 

*  Joseph  us. 
t  Hence  Joseplms  says,  •*  God  saved  John  for  the   destruction 
of  Jerusalem,"  p.  294. 
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his  father,  at  Cesaria,  where  his  troops  were 
permitted  to  enjoy  an  interval  of  repose  ;  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  this,  and  in  tlie  following 
year,  the  revolutions  in  the  Roman  empire 
prevented  Vespasian  from  pursuing  the  war 
with  vigour.  He  the  more  readily  deferred 
commencing  the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  from  be- 
ing apprized,  that  the  Jews  were  wasting  their 
strength  by  internal  divisions,  and  facilitating 
the  conquest  of  their  devoted  city.^ 

The  Jewish  nation  at  this  time  were  divid- 
ed into  two  very  opposite  parties.  The  more 
rational  part,  who  clearly  saw  that  the  war, 
if  continued,  would  end  in  the  total  ruin  of 
their  country,  strongly  urged  the  necessity 
of  immediate  submission  to  the  Romans.  An- 
other party,  called  Zealots,  from  their  boasted 
zeal  for  the  law  of  God,  and  the  religious  cus- 
toms of  their  ancestors,  vehemently  opposed 
all  pacitick  measures.  This  faction,  which  was 
far  the  most  numerous  and  powerful,  con- 
sisted of  men  of  the  vilest  and  most  aban- 
doned characters  ever  recorded  in  history. 
They  were  the  remains  of  the  sect  of  the  Gau- 
lonites,  which  was  headed  by  Judas  Theudas, 
and  like  him  affirmed,  that  it  would  be  offer- 
ing the  greatest  dishonour  to  God  to  submit 
to  any  earthly  potentate,  much  less  to  Romans 

*  Josephus,  Vol.  V.  p.  355^ 
Vol.  I.  H 
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and  heathens.  Under  the  mask  of  religion, 
these  wretches  committed  the  most  horrid  and 
unnatural  crimes.^' 

John,  who  had  fled  from  Gischala,  put  him- 
self at  the  head  of  these  incendiaries  ;  and,  be- 
ing joined  in  that  city  by  a  band  of  robbers 
and  assassins,  seized  upon  the  temple  for  a 
fortress,  and  that  holy  place  was  made  a  thea- 
ti'e  of  civil  war.  The  opposite  party,  under 
the  conduct  of  Ananus,  a  wise  and  venerable 
man,  among  the  chief  priests,  armed  in  their 
own  defence  ;  and,  after  an  obstinate  contest, 
forced  the  Zealots  into  the  inner  cincture  of 
the  temple,  where  they  were  closely  invested. 
John,  ^^'ho  had  pretended  to  agree  with  those, 
who  desired  peace,  was  sent  to  the  Zealots  with 
terms  of  accommodation  ;  but  he  betrayed  his 
trust,  and  earnestly  exhorted  them  to  persevere 
with  unshaken  firmness.  He  intimated  to 
them  the  necessity  of  foreign  assistance  ;  and 
persuaded  them  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  the 
Idu means.  But  Ananus  shut  the  gates  of 
Jerusalem,  and  precluded  the  new  allies  from 
entering  the  city.f 

On  the  night  the  Idumeans  were  excluded, 
there  was  a  tremendous  storm,  accompanied 
with  thunder,  lightning,  and  a  violent  earth- 
quake.     The  Zealots  took  advantage  of  the 

*  Josephus,  Vol.  V.  p.  S34.  f  Ibid,  p.  378, 
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J  re  vailing  terrour  and  confusion,  sawed  the 
jolts  and  hinges  of  the  temple  gates  without 
jeing  heard,  forced  the  guards,  sallied  into  the 
city,  and  introduced  twenty  thousand  of  their 
allies.  After  being  thus  strengthened  and  as- 
sisted, they  perpetrated  the  most  horrid  ci  uel- 
ties.  Twelve  thousand  persons  of  noble 
birth,  and  in  the  prime  of  life,  upon  their  re- 
fusal to  join  them,  were  inhumanly  murdered. 
Ananus  and  Jesus,  the  chief  priests,  were  ne:^t 
put  to  death,  and  their  dead  bodies  left  with- 
out burial.  After  massacreing  many  persons 
of  distinction,  they  turned  their  sanguinary 
cruelty  upon  the  citizens  and  lower  classes, 
and  the  ill  fated  capital  was  filled  with  blood 
and  carnage.  At  this  dreadful  period,  none 
dared  pubiickly  to  lament  the  loss  of  his  near- 
est friends  or  relations ;  or  even  aftbrd  them 
the  last  melancholy  rites  of  interment.  This 
cruel  despotism  compelled  many  to  forsake 
Jerusalem,  and  take  refuge  with  the  Romans, 
though  the  attempt  was  extremely  hazardous, 
as  the  avenues  of  the  city  were  strictly  guard- 
ed ;  and  all,  who  were  detected  in  attem.pting 
to  escape,  were  immediately  put  to  death. 
The  Idumeans,  who  were  of  John's  party,  at 
length  complained  of  the  vast  numbers,  who 
were  massacred ;  repented  of  having  joined  the 
tyrantj  and  returned  to  their  native  country.^ 

*  Jos(^phus,  Vol.  V.  p.  347, 
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The  Zealots,  after  they  had  massacred  or 
driven  away  all,  who  were  capable  of  opposmg 
them,  turned  their  murderous  weapons  against 
each  other.     A  new  faction  w^as  formed  against 
John  bv  Simon,  a  man  of  an  abandoned  char- 
acter,  and  daring  spirit,  who  had  his  head  quar- 
ters in  the  fortress  of  Masada.     To  increase 
his  party,  he    published  a    proclamation,   in 
which  he  promised  liberty  to  the  slaves,  and 
suitable   encouragement  to    all  freemen,  who 
would  enlist  under  his  banners.    After  he  had, 
by  this  stratagem,  collected  many  followers,  he 
invaded  Idumea,  perpetrated  all  kinds  of  cruel- 
ty, corrupted  the  general  of  that  country,  and 
having    gained  possession     of  their   military 
forces,  advanced  towards  Jerusalem,  and  en- 
camped before  the  city.     This  army  destroyed 
the  Jews    without  the  walls,  and  were  more 
dreaded  than  the  Romans ;  while  the  Zealots 
within  excited  still  greater  terrour  than  either.* 
The  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,   in  order  to 
oppose  the  tyranny  of  John,  whom  they  appre- 
hended would  burn  the  city,  formed  the  fatal 
resolution  of  admitting  Simon  and  his  troops, 
Accordingly,  they  entered  the  metropolis,  and 
increased  the  calamities  of  the  miserable  peo- 
ple, who  were  exposed  alternately  to  the  rage 
of  both  factions.     Another  party  also  arose  in 
the  city,  under  Eleazar,  formerly  a  command- 

*  Josephos,  Vol.  Y,  p.  347" 
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er  of  the  Zealots,  seized  upon  the  cdurt  of  the 
priests,  and  kept  John  confined  within  that  of 
the  Israelites.  He  being  enclosed  by  Simon, 
who  had  possession  of  the  city,  and  by  Elea- 
zar,  who  occupied  the  inner  temple,  defended 
himself  with  great  resolution  against  both  his 
powerful  enemies  ;  killed  and  wounded  many 
of  each  party  ;  and  the  temple  and  altar  were 
frequently  polluted  with  blood.* 

During  the  internal  contest  in  the  city.  Yes-  gg. 
pasian  had  marched  from  Cesarea,  and  con- 
quered the  yet  unsubdued  part  of  the  country  ; 
he  stormed  Hebron  near  Jerusalem,  slew  all 
the  adults,  and  burned  the  city.  He  had  also 
gained  possession  of  Gadai'a,  the  metropolis 
of  Perea,  and  reduced  all  the  Idumean  towns 
to  ashes,  except  such  as  were  deemed  ser- 
viceable to  the  troops,,  whom  he  appointed  to 
overawe  the  country.  As  every  place  was 
now  reduced,  but  Herodium,  Masada,  and 
Mc^.chaerus,  which  the  robbers  had  occupied, 
Jerusaleni  became  the  grand  object  of  the  Ro- 
mans. Vespasian,  therefore,  being  elected 
emperour,  according  to  the  prediction  of  Jo- 
sephus,  previously  to  his  taking  possession  of 
his  dominions,  sent  his  son  Titus  to  reduce  this 
meti'opolis.  An  account  of  the  tremendous 
calamities  of  the  Jews^  during  the  destruction 

*  Josephusj  Vol.  v.  p.  365, 
H2L 
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of  their  city  and  temple,  will  be  related  in  the 
following  chapter. 

Ii>  the  meantime,  while,  with  the  most 
painful  sensations,  we  read  an  account  of  ca- 
lamities, which  no  other  description  of  men 
ever  experienced  in  any  age  or  country,  let  us 
recollect,  that  the  Jews  had  called  down  the 
divine  wrath,  by  crucifying  the  Lord  of  glor}^ 
and  blasphemously  exclaiming,  *^  His  blood 
be  upon  us  and  our  children."  This  dread- 
ful imprecation  was  fulfilled ;  and  the  ven- 
geance of  heaven,  pf  which  they  had  been 
mercifully  forewarned  by  the  prophets,  and 
by  Christ  himself,  was  discharged  upon  them 
by  that  very  nation,  whom  they  had  instiga- 
ted  to  condemn  the  Messiah. 

CHAP.  II. 

Strength  of  Jerusalem.  The  Jews  are  assembled  from  all  parts 
to  keep  the  passover.  The  city  is  invested  by  Titus.  They 
make  great  preparations  for  an  attack.  They  gain  the  first  and 
second  wall.  A  famine  raged  in  Jerusalem.  Inhuman  practices 
of  the  Zealots.  Jerusalem  is  surrounded  by  a  wall.  Terrible 
situation  of  the  city.  The  temple  is  plundered,  and  daily  sac- 
rifice ceaseth.  The  temple  set  on  fire.  Horrid  massacre  of  the 
Jews.  All  Jerusalem  conquered  by  the  Romans  The  temple 
and  city  demolished.    The  remaining  castles  in  Judea  are  taken. 

Jerusalem  was  built  on  two  mountains,  and 
surrounded  by  three  walls  on  every  side,  ex- 
cept where  it  was  enclosed  with  deep  vallies, 
which  were  deemed  inaccessible.     Each  wall 
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was  fortified  by  high  towers.  The  celebrated 
temple  and  strong  castle  of  Antonia,  were 
on  the  east  side  of  the  city,  and  directly  oppo- 
site to  the  mount  of  Olives.  But  notwith- 
standing the  prodigious  strength  of  this  famed 
metropolis,  the  infatuated  Jews  brought  on 
their  own  destruction  by  their  intestine  con- 
tests. At  a  time,  when  a  formidable  army 
was  rapidly  advancing,  and  the  Jews  were  as- 
sembling from  all  parts,  to  keep  the  passover,* 
the  contending  factions  were  continually  in- 
venting nev/  methods  of  mutual  destruction, 
and  in  their  ungoverned  fury  they  wasted  and 
destroyed  such  vast  quantities  of  provisions  as 
might  have  preserved  the  city  many  years.f 

Such  was  the  miserable  situation  of  Jerusa-  -^:,,^- 
lem,  when  Titus  began  his  maixh  towards  it 
with  a  formidable  army ;  and,  having  laid 
waste  the  country  in  his  progress,  and  slaugh- 
tered the  inhabitants,  arrived  before  its  walls. 
The  sight  of  the  Romans  produced  a  tempo- 
rary reconciliation,  among  the  contending  fac- 
tions, and  they  unanimously  resolved  to  op- 

*  *'  The  day  on  which  Titus  encompassed  Jerusalem  was,"  says 
a  late  author,  **  the  feast  of  the  passover,  and  it  is  deserving  of 
particular  attention,  that  this  was  the  anniversary  of  that  memora- 
ble period,  in  which  the  Jews  crucified  their  Messiah."  See  a 
pamphlet  entitled,  "  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  an  absolute  and 
irresistible  proof  of  the  divine  authority  of  Christianity."  Londonj 
published  1805. 

t  Josephus, 


92  HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS. 

pose  the  common  enemy.  Their  first  sally 
was  accordingly  made  with  such  fury  and  re- 
solution, that,  though  Titus  displayed  uncom- 
mon valour  on  this  occasion,  the  besiegers 
were  obliged  to  abandon  their  camps,  and  flee 
to  the  mountains.  No  sooner  had  the  Jews  a 
short  interval  of  quiet*  from  their  foreign  ene- 
mies, than  their  civil  disorders  were  reiiewed. 
John,  by  an  impious  stratagem,  found  means 
to  cut  off  or  force  Eleazar's  men  to  submit  to 
him  ;  and  the  factions  were  again  reduced  to 
two,  who  opposed  each  other  with  implacable 
animosity,  f 

The  Romans,  in  the  mean  time,  exerted  ail 
their  energy  in  making  preparations  foi  a  pow- 
erful attack  upon  Jerusalem.  Trees  were  cut 
down,  houses  levelled,  rocks  cleft  asunder, 
and  vallies  filled  up  ;  towers  were  raised,  and 
battering  rams  erected,  with  other  engines  of 
destruction,  against  the  devoted  city.  After 
the  offers  of  peace,  which  Titus  had  repeatedly 
sent  by  Josephus,  were  rejected  with  indigna- 
tion,  the  Romans  began  to  play  their  engines 
with  all  their  mJght.     The  strenuous  attacks 

*  Bishop  Newcome  remarks,  that  at  this  period  the  Christians 
Lad  an  opportunity  of  escaping  fiom  Jerusalem,  according  to  our 
I/orils  solemn  exhortation,  for  some  time  before  this  flight  was 
precluded  ;  as  it  bore  the  appearance  of  a  revolt  to  the  Romans. 
— JVetvcome's  Observations,  p.  242. 

t  Josepkus,  Vol.  VI.  p,  ISr. 
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of  the  enemy  again  united  the  contending  par- 
ties within  the  walis,  who  had  also  engines, 
which  they  plied  with  uncommon  fury.  They 
had  taken  them  lately  from  Cestius,  but  were 
so  ignorant  of  their  use  they  did  little  execu- 
tion, while  the  Roman  legions  made  terrible 
havock.  The  rebels  were  soon  compelled  to 
retire  from  the  ponderous  stones,  which  they 
threw  incessantly  from  the  towers  they  had 
erected,  and  the  battering  rams  were  at  full 
liberty  to  play  against  the  walls.  A  breach 
was  soon  made  in  it,  at  which  the  Romans  en- 
tered, and  encamped  in  the  city,  while  the  Jews 
retreated  behind  the  second  enclosure.* 

The  victors  immediately  advanced  to  the 
second  wall,  and  plied  their  engines  and  bat- 
tering rams  so  furiously,  that  one  of  the  towers 
they  had  erected  began  to  shake,  and  the  Jews, 
who  occupied  it,  perceiving  their  impending 
ruin,  set  it  on  fire,  and  precipitated  themselves 
into  the  flames.  The  fall  of  this  structure 
gave  the  Romans  an  entrance  into  the  second 
enclosure.  They  were,  however,  repulsed  by 
the  besieged  ;  but  at  length  regained  the 
place  entirely,  and  prepared  for  attacking  the 
third  and  inner  wall.f 

The  vast  number  of  people,  which  were  eur. 
closed   in   Jerusalem,    occasioned   a  famine, 

*  Josephus,  Vol.  VI.  p.  38. 
I  Ibid  p.  49 — 50.     Mavor's  Unirersal  Histoiy. 
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whiclr  raged  in  a  terrible  manner ;  and,  as  their 
calamities  increased,  the  fury  of  the  Zealots,  if 
possible,  rose  to  a  greater  height.  They  forc- 
ed open  the  houses  of  their  fellow  citizens  in 
search  of  provisions ;  if  they  found  any,  they 
inflicted  the  most  exquisite  tortures  upon 
them,  under  pretence,  that  they  had  food  con- 
cealed. The  nearest  relations  in  the  extrem- 
ity of  hunger,  snatched  the  food  from  each 
other. 

Josephus,  who  was  an  eye  witness  of  the 
unparalleled  suiferings,  the  Jews  experienced 
during  the  siege  of  their  metropolis,  remarks, 
that  "  all  the  calamities,  that  ever  befel  any  na- 
tion since  the  beginning  of  the  world,  were  in- 
feriour  to  the  miseries  of  his  countrymen  at 
this  awful  period."*  Thus  we  see  the  exact 
fulfillment  of  the  emphatick  words  of  our  Sa- 
viour respecting  the  great  tribulation  in  Jeru- 
salem.! 

Titus,  who  was  apprized  of  their  wretched 
condition,  relaxed  the  siege  four  days ;  and, 
being  still  desirous  of  saving  the  city,  caused 
provisions  to  be  distributed  to  his  army  in 
sight  of  the  Jews,  who  flocked  upon  the  walls 
to  behold  it.  Josephus  was  next  sent  to  his 
countrymen  to  attempt  to  persuade  them  not 
to  plunge  themselves  in  inevitable  ruin  by  per- 

*  Josephus,  Vol.  VI.  p.  63.       t^sttthew  xxiv.  21. 
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sisting  in  defence  of  a  place,  which  could  hold 
out  but  little  longer,  and  which  the  Romans 
looked  upon  as  already  their  own.  He  ex- 
horted them  in  the  most  pathetick  terms,  to  save 
themselves,  their  temple,  and  their  country  ; 
and  painted  in  strong  colours  the  fatal  effects, 
which  would  result  from  their  obstinacy.  But 
the  people,  after  many  bitter  invectives,  began 
to  dart  their  arrows  at  him  ;  yet  he  continued 
to  address  them  with  greater  vehemence,  and 
many  were  induced  by  his  eloquence,  to  run 
the  utmost  risk  in  order  to  escape  to  the 
Romans;  while  others  became  more  despe- 
rate, and  resolved  to  hold  out  to  the  last  ex- 
tremity.'^ 

The  Jews,  who  were  forcibly  seized  by  the 
Romans  without  the  walls,  and  who  made  the 
utmost  resistance  for  fear  of  punishment,  were 
scourged  and  crucified  near  the  city.  Famine 
made  them  so  daring  in  these  excursions,  that 
live  hundred,  and  sometimes  more,  suffered 
this  dreadful  death  every  day ;  and,  on  ac- 
count of  the  number,  Josephus  observes,  that 
"  space  was  wanted  for  the  crosses,  and  crosses 
for  the  captives. ' '  And  yet,  contrary  to  Titus's 
intention,  the  seditious  Jews  were  not  dispos- 
ed to  a  surrender  by  these  horrid  spectacles. 
In  order  to  check  desertion,  they  represented 

^  Josephus,  Vol.  VI.  p.  50, 
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the  sufferers  as  suppliants,  and  not  as  men 
taken  by  resistance.  Yet  even  some,  who 
deemed  capital  punishment  inevitable,  escaped 
to  the  Romans,  consideriijg  death,  by  the  hands 
of  their  enemies,  a  desirable  refuge,  when  com- 
pared with  the  complicated  distress,  which 
they  endured.  And  though  Titus  mutilated 
many,  and  sent  them  to  assure  the  people,  that 
voluntary  deserters  were  well  treated  by  him, 
and  earnestly  to  recommend  a  surrender  of  the 
city,  the  Jews  reviled  Titus  from  the  walls, 
defied  his  menances,  and  continued  to  defend 
the  city  by  every  method,  which  stratagem, 
courage,  and  despair  could  suggest.* 

In  order  to  accelerate  the  destined  ruin  of 
Jerusalem,  Titus,  discouraged  and  exasperated 
by  the  repeated  destruction  of  his  engines  and 
towers,  undertook  the  arduous  task  of  enclos- 
ing the  city  with  a  strong  wall,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  inhabitants  from  receiving  any  suc- 
cour from  the  adjacent  country,  or  eluding 
his  vengeance  by  flight.  Such  was  the  perse- 
vering spirit  of  the  soldiers,  that  in  three  days 
they  enclosed  the  city  by  a  wall  nearly  five 
miles  in  circuit.  Thus  was  the  prophecy  of 
our  Saviour  accomplished:!  ^'  The  days  shall 
come  upon  thee^  when  thine  enemies  shall  cast 

*  Josephtts,  Vol.  VI.  p.  51—65.    Newcorae's  Observations,  &e- 
p.  245. 

t  Luke  xix.  43 
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a  trench  about  thee,  and  coinpass  thee  rounds 
and  keep  thee  in  on  every  side, '^'^  Upon  this, 
the  famine  ragtd  with  augmented  violence, 
and  destroyed  whole  families  ;  while  Jeru- 
salem exhibited  a  horrid  spectacle  of  emaciated 
invalids  and  putrescent  bodies.*  The  dead 
were  too  numerous  to  be  interred ;  and  many 
expired  in  the  performance  of  this  office.  The 
publick  calamity  was  too  great  for  lamentation, 
and  the  silence  of  untitterable  w^o  overspread 
the  city.  The  Zealots,  at  this  awful  period, 
endeavoured  to  encourage  the  obstinacy  of 
the  people,  by  hiring  a  set  of  wretches,  pre- 
tenders to  prophecy,  to  go  about  the  city,  and 
declare  the  near  approach  of  a  speedy  and 
miraculous  deliverance.  This  impious  strata- 
gem for  a  while  afforded  delusive  hopes  to  the 
miserable  remains  of  the  Jewish  nation.     But 

*  The  vast  number  of  people  shut  up  by  the  war,  occasioned 
pestilential  diseases,  and  afterwrda  farrjine  of  course  advanced 
more  rapidly.      Dr.  Lardner  observes,  that  **  it  might  have  been 
expected,  that  the  bad  food,  whicfi  the  Jews  were  forced  to  make 
use  of,  the  strictness  of  the  siege,  and  the  noisome  srnell  of  so  ma- 
ny dead  bodies  lying  in  heaps  in  the  city  itself,  and  in  the  vallies  and 
ditches  without  the  walls,  should  have  produced  a  plague.      But 
nothing  of  this  kind  appears  in  the  history  ;  which  must  have  been 
owing  to  the  special  interposition  of  divine  providence.     Josephus, 
in  some  of  the  places,  where  he  speaks  of  the  putrefaction  of  the 
dead  bodies,  may  use  expressions  equivalent  to  pebtiiential;  but  he 
never  shews,  that  there  was  an  infection  ;  if  there  had  been,  it  would 
hare  equally  affected  the  Romans  and  the  Jews,  and  the  siege  of  the 
city  must  have  been  broken  up,  and  the  Romans  would  have  gone 
off  as  fast  as  they  could." — Jf'atsoti's  Tracts^  Vol  V.  p.  ITO. 
YiA.  I.  I 
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at  length  an  affair  took  place  in  Jerusalem, 
which  filled  the  inhabitants  with  consternation 
and  despair ;  and  the  Romans  with  hgrrour  and 
indignation.  A  Jewess,  eminent  for  birth  and 
opulence,  rendered  frantick  with  her  suffer- 
ings, was  reduced  to  the  dreadful  extremity  of 
kiUing  and  feeding  upon  her  infant.  Titus, 
being  apprized  of  this  inhuman  deed,  swore 
the  total  extirpation  of  the  accursed  city  and 
people  ;  and  called  Heaven  to  witness,  that  he 
was  not  the  author  of  their  calamity.* 

The  Romans,  having  pursued  the  attack  with 
the  utmost  rigour,  advanced  their  last  engines 
against  the  walls;  after  having  converted 
into  a  desert,  for  wood  to  construct  them, 
a  country  well  planted,  and  interspersed  with 
gardens,  for  more  than  eleven  miles  round 
the  city.  They  scaled  the  inner  wall,  and  after 
a  sanguinary  encounter,  made  themselves  mas- 
ters of  the  fortress  of  Antonia.  Still,  however, 
not  only  the  Zealots,  but  many  of  the  people, 
were  yet  so  blinded,  that,  though  nothing  was 
now  left  but  the  tem.ple  ;  and  the  Romans 
were  making  formidable  preparation  to  batter 
it  down,  they  could  not  persuade  themselves, 
that  God  would  suffer  that  holy  place  to  be 
taken  by  heathens ;  but  still  expected  a  miracu- 
lous deliverance.     And  though  the  war  was 

*  Josephus,  Vol.  VI.  p.  7S—S2,  108. 
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advancing  towards  the  temple,  they  themselves 
burnt  the  portico,  which  joined  it  to  Antonia  ; 
which  occasioned  Titus  to  remark,  that  they 
began  to  destroy  with  their  own  hands,  that 
magnificient  edifice,  which  he  had  preserved. 
When  Josephus  was  sent  for  the  last  time  to 
John,  who  commanded  m  the  temple,  to  up- 
braid him  for  obstinately  exposing  that  sacred 
building,  and  the  miserable  remains  of  God's 
people  to  inevitable  destruction,  he  answered 
^\ith  the  bitterest  invectives,  adding,  that  "  he 
was  defending  the  Lord's  vineyard,  which  he 
was  sure  could  not  be  taken  by  any  human 
force ;"  yet  this  monster  had  not  scrupled  to 
plunder  the  temple  of  a  large  quantity  of  its 
golden  utensils,  and  the  magnificent  gifts  of 
kings,  which  he  converted  to  his  own  use.  He 
also  seized  the  sacred  oil,  which  was  to  maintain 
the  lamps  ;  and  even  used  to  intoxicate  him- 
self and  his  party  with  the  wine,  which  was  in- 
tended for  sacrifice.* 

On  the  17th  of  July,  the  daily  sacrifice  ceas- 
ed for  the  first  time  since  its  restoration  by  the 
brave  Judas  Maccabeus,  there  being  no  proper 
person  left  to  make  the  oiFering.  Titus  up- 
braided the  Zealots  for  neglecting  their  wor- 
ship ;  and  challenged  them  to  leave  the  temple, 

*  Josephus,  Vol.  VI.  p.  79.     Mavor's  Universal  History,  VoL 
II.  p.  313. 
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and  fight  on  more  proper  ground,  in  order  to 
preserve  that  sacred  edifice  from  the  fury  of 
his  troops.  But,  as  they  persisted  in  their  in- 
flexible obstinacy,  Titus,  after  several  bloody 
engagements,  took  possession  of  the  outward 
court  of  the  Gentiles,  and  forced  the  besieged 
into  that  of  the  priests.  The  Roman  com- 
mander had  determined  in  council  not  to  burn 
the  temple,  considering  the  existence  of  so 
proud  a  structure  an  honour  to  himself.  He, 
therefore,  attempted  to  batter  down  one  of  the 
galleries  of  the  precinct ;  but  as  the  strength  of 
the  v/all  eluded  the  force  of  ail  his  engines,  his 
troops  next  endeavoured  to  scale  it,  but  were 
repulsed  with  considerable  loss.  When  Titus 
found,  that  his  desire  of  saving  the  sacred  build- 
ing was  like  to  cost  many  lives,  he  set  fire  to 
the  gates  of  the  outer  temple,  wlrich,  being 
plaited  with  silver,  burnt  all  night,  and  the 
flame  rapidly  communicated  to  the  adjacent 
galleries  and  porticoes.  Titus,  who  was  still 
desirous  of  preserving  the  temple,  caused  the 
flames  to  be  extinguished ;  and  appeased  the 
clamours  of  his  troops,  who  vehemently  insist- 
ed on  the  necessity  of  razing  it  to  the  ground. 
The  following  day  was,  therefore,  fixed  upon 
for  a  general  assault  upon  that  magnificent 
structure.^ 

*  Josephus,  \o\,  "^'I.  p  OS-'Oi. 
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The  utmost  exertions  of  Titus  to  save  the 
temple  were,  however,  inefFectual.  Our  Sa- 
viour had  foretold  its  total  destruction  ;  and  his 
awful  prediction  was  about  to  be  accomplish- 
ed.* And  now,  says  Josephus,  "  the  fatal  day 
approached  in  the  revolution  of  ages,  the  10th 
of  x\ugust,  emphatically  called,  the  day  of  ven- 
geance, in  which  the  first  temple  had  been  de- 
stroyed by  the  king  of  Babylon."  While  Ti- 
tus was  reposing  himself  in  his  pavilion,  a 
Ronan  soldier,  widiout  receiving  any  com- 
mand, urged  as  it  were  by  a  divine  impulse^ 
seized  some  of  the  blazing  materials,  and,  with, 
the  assistance  of  another  soldier,  who  raised 
him  from  the  ground,  threw^  them  through  a 
window  into  one  of  the  apartments,  that  sur- 
rounded the  sanctuary.  The  whole  north  side^ 
up  to  the  third  story,,  was  immediately  en- 
veloped in  flames.  The  Jews,,  who  now  began 
to  suppose  Heaven  had  forsaken  them,  rushed  in 
with  violent  lamentations,  and  spared  no  effort, 
not  even  life  itself,  to  preserve  the  sacred  edifice 
on  which  they  had  rested  their  security. 

Titus,  being  awakened  by  the  outcry^  hast- 
ened to  the  spot,  and  commanded  his  soldiers 
to  exert  themselves  to  the  utmost  to  extinguish 
the  fire.  He  called,  prayed,,  and  threatened  his. 
men.     But  so  great  was  the  clamour  and  \u^ 


*  Matt,  xxiv,-  2, 
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mult,  that  his  entreaties  and  menaces,  were  alike 
disregarded.  The  exasperated  Romans,  who 
resorted  thither  from  the  camp,  were  engaged 
either  in  increasing  the  conflagration,  or  killing 
the  Jews;  the  dead  were  heaped  about  the 
altar,  and  a  stream  of  blood  flowed  at  its  steps.* 

Still,  as  the  flames  had  not  reached  the  in- 
ner part  of  the  temple,  Titus,  with  some  of  his 
chief  officers,  entered  vl  i  sanctuary  and  most 
holy  place,  which,  excited  his  astonishment 
and  admiration.  After  having  in  vain  repeat- 
ed his  attempts  to  prevent  its  destruction,  he 
saved  the  golden  candlestick,  the  table  of  shew 
bread,  the  altar  of  perfumes,  which  were  all  of 
pure  gold ;  and  the  volume  of  the  law,  wrapped 
up  in  a  rich  golden  tissue.  Upon  his  leaving 
the  sacred  place,  some  other  soldiers  set  fire  to 
it,  after  tearing  off*  the  golden  plaiting  from 
the  gates  and  timber  work.f 

A  horrid  massacre  soon  followed,  in  which 
prodigious  multitudes  perished  ;  while  others 
rushed  in  a  kind  of  phrenzy  into  the  midst  of 
the  flames,  and  precipitated  themselves  from 
the  battlements  of  their  falling  temple.  Six 
thousand  persons,  who,  deluded  by  a  false  pro- 
phet, with  hopes  of  a  miraculous  deliverance, 
had  fled  to  a  gallery  yet  standing  without  the 
temple,  perished  at  once  by  the  relentless  bar- 

*  Josephus,  Vol.  VI.  p.  117.         f  Ibid,  p.  115. 
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barity  of  the  soldiers,  who  set  it  on  fire,  and 
suffered  none  to  escape.  The  conquerors 
carried  their  fury  to  such  an  height,  as  to  mas- 
sacre all  they  met,  without  distinction  of  age, 
sex,  or  quality.  They  also  burnt  all  the  treas- 
ure houses,  containing  vast  quantities  of  money, 
plate,  and  the  richest  furniture.  In  a  word, 
they  continued  to  mark  their  progress  with 
fire  and  sword,  till  they  had  destroyed  all,  ex- 
cept two  of  the  temple  gates,  and  that  part  of 
the  court,  which  was  destined  for  the  women.^ 
In  the  meantime,  many  of  the  Zealots  by 
making  the  most  vigorous  exertions,  efiected 
their  escape  from  the  temple,  and  retired  into 
the  city.  But  the  avenues  were  so  strictly 
guarded,  that  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  es- 
cape. They  therefore  fortified  themselves,  as 
well  as  they  were  able,  on  the  south  side  of  it ; 
from  whence  John  and  Simon  sent  to  desire  a 
conference  with  Titus.  They  w^ere  answered, 
that  though  they  had  caused  all  this  ruin  and 
effusion  of  blood,  yet  their  lives  should  be 
spared,  if  they  would  surrender  themselves. 
They  replied,  that  "  they  had  engaged  by  the 
most  solemn  oaths,  not  to  deliver  up  their  per- 
sons to  him  on  any  condition  ;  and  requested 
permission  to  retire  to  the  mountains  with  their 
wives  and  children."   The  Roman  general,  en- 

»  Josephus,  Vol.  VI.  p.  116—117, 
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raged  at  this  insolence,  ordered  proclamation 
to  be  made,  that  not  one  of  them  should  be 
spared,  since  they  persisted  in  rejecting  his 
last  offers  of  pardon.^ 

The  daughter  of  Zion,  or  the  lower  city, 
was  next  abandoned  to  the  fury  of  the  Roman 
soldiers,  who  plundered,  burnt,  and  massacred 
wiih  insatiable  rage.  The  Zealots  next  be- 
took themselves  to  the  royal  palace  in  the  up- 
per and  stronger  part  of  Jerusalem,  styled  also 
the  city  of  David,  on  Mount  Zion.  As  many 
of  the  Jews  had  deposited  their  possessions  in 
the  palace  for  security,  they  attacked  it,  killed 
eight  thousand  four  hundred  of  their  country- 
men, and  plundered  their  property.  + 

The  Roman  arniy  spent  nearly  twenty  days 
in  making  great  preparations  for  attacking  the 
upper  city,  especially  the  royal  palace  ;  during 
which  time,  many  came  and  made  their  sub- 
mission to  Titus.  The  warlike  engines  then 
played  so  furiously  upon  the  Zealots,  that  they 
were  seized  with  a  sudden  panic,  quitted  the 
towers,  which  were  deemed  impregnable,  and 
ran  like  mad  men  towards  Shiioah,  intending 
to  have  attacked  the  wall  of  circumvallation, 
and  escaped  out  of  the  city.  But  being  vigo- 
rously repulsed,  they  endeavoured  to  conceal 

*  Josephus,  Vol.  VI.  p.  127.        f  Ibid. 
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themselves  in  subterraneous  passages  ;  and,  as 
many  as  were  discovered,  were  put  to  death. 

The  conquest  of  Jerusalem  being  now  com- 
pleted, the  Romans  placed  their  ensigns  upon 
the  avails  with  triumphant  jo}^  They  next 
walked  the  streets,  with  swords  in  their  hands, 
and  killed  all  they  met.  Amidst  the  darkness 
of  that  awful  night,  fire  was  set  to  the  remain- 
ing divisions  of  the  city,  and  Jerusalem,  wrapt 
in  flames,  and  bleeding  on  every  side,  sunk  in 
utter  ruin  and  destruction.  During  the  siege, 
which  lasted  nearly  five  months,  upwards  of 
eleven  hundred  thousand  Jews  perished.  John 
and  Simon,  the  two  grand  rebels,  with  seven 
hundred  of  the  most  beautiful  and  vigorous  of 
the  Jewish  youth,  were  reserved,  to  attend  the 
victor's  triumphal  chariot.  After  which,  Si- 
mon was  put  to  death ;  and  John,  who  had 
stooped  to  beg  his  life,  condemned  to  perpet- 
ual imprisonment;^ 

The  number,  who  were  taken  captive  dur- 
ing the  fatal  contest  with  the  Romans,  amount- 
ed to  ninety  seven  thousand  ;  many  of  whom 
were  sent  into  Syria,  and  other  provinces,  to 
be  exposed  on  the  pubiick  theatres,  to  fight 
like  gladiators,  or  to  be  devoured  by  wild 
beasts.  The  number  of  those  destroyed,  dur- 
ing the  war,  which  lasted  seven  years,  is  com- 

•  Joaephus,  Vol.  VI.  p.  139. 
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puted  to  have  been  one  million  four  hundred 
and  sixty  two  thousand.* 

When  the  sword  had  returned  to  its  scab- 
bard for  want  of  objects  whereon  to  exercise 
its  fury,  and  the  troops  were  satisfied  with  plun- 
der,   Titus  commanded  the   whole   city  and 
temple  to  be  demolished.     Upon  viewing  the 
strength  of  the  works,  he   exclaimed,  "  We 
have  fought  with  the  assistance  of  God  ;  it 
was  God  who  drove  the  Jews  out  of  these  for- 
tifications ;  for  what  can  the  hands  of  men,  or 
the  force  of  machines  effect  against  these  tow- 
ers."    In  order  to  give  posterity  an  idea  of 
the  strength  of  the  city,  and  the  astonishing 
valour  of  its  conquerors,    he    preserved   the 
highest  towers,  Phasselus,  Hippicus,  and  Mari- 
amne,  and  a  part  of  the  wall,  which  surrounded 
Jerusalem  to  the  west.     All  the  other  circuit 
of  the  city  was  so  levelled,  as  not  to  leave  those, 
who  approached  it,  any  proof  that  it  ever  had 
been  inhabited.!     It  is  recorded  in  the  Tal- 
mud, and  by  Mamonides,  that  Terentius  Ru- 
fus  ploughed  up  the  foundations  of  the  tem- 
ple ;  thus  were  our  Saviour's  prophecies  ful- 
filled :     "  Thine  enemies  shall  lay  thee  even 
with  the  ground ;  and  there  shall  not  he  left 
one  stone  upon  another, ^^X 

*  Josephus,  Vol.  VI.  p.  139.  f  Ibid,  p.  142 — 143. 

^  Luke  xix.  44.    Newcome's  Observations,  p.  258. 
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On  the  reduction  of  Jerusalem,  Titus  re- 
turned in  triumph  to  Rome,  where  the  senate 
decreed  him  a  triumph  with  Vespasian,  his 
father ;  and  all  things,  that  were  esteemed  the 
most  valuable  and  beautiful  were  exhibited  to 
grace  this  great  occasion.  Among  the  rich 
spoils,  those,  which  were  saved  from  the  tem- 
ple of  Jerusalem,  were  the  most  remarkable  ; 
and  the  volume  of  the  law  was  ihe  most  ven- 
erable of  all  the  trophies  of  the  conqueror. 

Three  strong  castles  still  remained  untaken 
in  the  almost  desolated  land  of  Judea.  Lucil- 
lius  Bassus  was  sent  by  Vespasian,  as  lieuten- 
ant general  ;  and  soon  reduced  Herodium  and 
Machaerus.  But  the  castle  of  Masada,  being 
very  strong  both  by  nature  and  art ;  and  de- 
fended by  Eleazar,  a  man  of  undaunted  cour- 
age, baffled  the  attacks  of  the  Romans.  At 
length,  however,  they  caused  it  to  be  sur- 
rounded by  an  high  wall,  set  fire  to  the  gates, 
and  prepared  to  storm  it  the  following  day. 
When  the  Jews  found  no  way  of  saving  them- 
selves, or  their  fortress,  from  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  Eleazar  instigated  the  ganison  to 
burn  the  valuable  stores  of  the  castle,  destroy 
first  their  women  and  children,  and  then  them- 
selves. Ten  men,  who  were  chosen  by  lot, 
executed  this  horrid  purpose.  The  last  sur- 
vivor among  these  executioners,  set  fire  to  the 
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V  p.  place,  and  destroyed  himself.  When  the  Ro- 
mans on  the  morrow  were  preparing  to  scale 
the  walls,  two  women,  who  had  escaped  by 
concealing  themselves,  while  the  rest  were  in- 
tent on  slaughter,  related  to  them  the  whole 
transaction.* 

After  this  terrible  event,  the  opposition  on 
the  part  of  the  Jews  ceased.  It  was,  however, 
the  submission  of  impiety  and  despair.  Every- 
where ruin  and  desolation  presented  itself  to 
the  solitary  passenger,  and  a  melancholy  and 
deathlike  silence  pervaded  the  w^hole  region. 
"  The  ruin  of  the  Jews,"  says  a  late  historian, 
"  is,  in  itself,  a  very  interesting  event ;  but  infi- 
nitely more  so,  when  considered  as  connected 
with  religion.  A  bloody  war,  in  which  party  rage 
conspires  with  foreign  arms  to  destroy  the  na- 
tion ;  an  ancient  and  famous  people,  who 
from  their  country,  as  from  a  centre,  had 
spread  themselves  into  every  part  of  the 
known  world,  smitten  with  the  most  dreadful 
calamities  ever  recorded  in  history  ;  a  great 
and  lofty  city  devoured  by  flames,  and  eleven 
hundred  thousand  inhabitants  buried  under  its 
ruins  ;  a  temple,  the  wonder  of  the  world,  ai^id 
the  object  of  the  veneration  of  those,  who  fol- 
lowed a  different  worship,  so  entirely  den)ol- 
ished,  that  not  one  stone  was  left  upon  another^ 

•  Josephine,  Vol.  VI.  p.  188—189.- 
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arc  surely  such  events,  as,  if  they  were  merely 
human,  could  not  but  highly  interest  every 
one.  How  much  more  regard  ought  we  to 
pay  to  them,  when  we  reflect,  that  they  were 
foretold  by  Jesus  Christ  forty  years,  before  they 
happened,  at  a  time,  when  nothing  seemed  to 
portend  such  an  event  ;*  that  the  dispersion 
of  the  Jewish  people,  and  the  ruin  of  their 
temple,  form  a  part  of  the  gospel  system,  by 
means  of  which,  a  knowledge  of  the  true  God 
was  no  longer  to  be  confined  to  one  nation 
only,  or  his  worship  attached  to  one  particular 
place.  In  short,  that  these  disasters,  the 
greatest,  that  can  be  conceived,  are  the  ven- 
geance, which  God  took  for  the  greatest  crime, 
which  ever  was  perpetrated  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth,  the  cruel  and  ignominious  death  of 
his  son."t 

It  has  pleased  providence,  that  this  impor- 
tant part  of  history  should  be  transmitted  to 
us  by  Josephus,  one  of  the  Jewish  nation,  who 
was  an  eyewitness,  and  had  himself  a  great 
share  in  the  principal  events.  He  has,  unin- 
tentionally, given  us  a  striking  demonstration 

•  It  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  the  prediction  of  our  Sa- 
viour was  given  at  a  time,  when  Judea  was  at  peace,  under  the 
sway  of  a  nation,  which  never,  till  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem, 
treated  their  enemies  with  utter  excision,  and  unsparing  desola* 
tion.—Watsoit's  Tracts. 

t  Crevior*s  Roman  Historf . 
Val.  I.  K 
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of  the  truth  of  the  christian  religion,  by  exhibit- 
ing, in  the  most  Uvely  manner,  how  the  pro- 
phecies of  our  blessed  Lord,  concerning  the 
destruction  of  Jerusalem,  were  literally  fulfill- 
ed in  their  fullest  extent. 

CHAP.  III. 

Wretched  state  of  the  Jews  after  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem. 
Titus  commands  their  lands  to  he  sold,  and  confiscates  the  trib- 
ute which  was  paid  annually  to  the  temple.  His  successor,  Do- 
initian,  treats  them  with  still  gi'eater  seYerity  .Sedition  at  Alex- 
andria. The  temple  built  b}'  Onias  is  shut  up.  The  Jews  seek 
an  asjium  in  various  countries.  Institution  of  the  patriarchs  in 
the  west.  State  of  literature  among  the  Jews.  Of  the  cabbal- 
istick  philosophy.  Account  of  the  celebrated  eabbalistick  book. 
Of  the  rabbi.     Akibha. 

The  condition  of  the  Jews  was  extremely 
miserable  after  the  destruction  of  their  capital. 
The  multitude  of  the  dead,  the  prisoners,  who 
were  sold,  and  the  fugitives,  who  had  fied  into 
various  parts  of  the  world,  had  left  the  coun- 
try almost  depopulated.^  The  once  flou- 
rishing plains  of  Palestine  were  covered  with 
dead  bodies  ;  and  of  the  celebrated  cities,  which 
existed  formerly  on  their  coasts,  such  as  Ca- 
pernaum, Bethsaida,  and  Chorazin,  nothing 
was  left  but  shapeless  ruins.  Some  women 
and  old  men  were  permitted  to  remain  in  Je- 

o 
Yet  there  were  still  a  sufficient  number  of  Jews  remaining  t 
establish  themselves  in  a  short   time  ;   since  sixty  years  after   the 
ruin  of  the  temple,  they  again  raised  forces,  and  excited  a  fornr«i- 
dable  rebellion.    See  Chap.  IV. 
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rusalem  ;  but  all,  who  were  able  to  bear  arms, 
were  removed.  A  strong  attachment  to  their 
native  residence  probably  induced  a  number  to 
return,  and  dwell  among  the  ruins  of  their  de- 
voted citv.* 

After  the  war  was  terminated,  the  emperour 
ordered  all  the  lands  in  Judea  to  be  sold, 
strictly  prohibited  building  any  cities  therein, 
and  commanded  the  Jews,  on  condition  of  pre- 
serving their  religion,  to  pay  to  Jupiter  Capi- 
tolinus  the  capitation  tax,  which  devotion 
had  destined  annually  for  the  service  of  the 
temple.  Although  the  sum  assessed  on  the 
head  of  each  individual  was  inconsiderable, 
the  use  for  which  it  was  assigned,  and  the  se- 
verity, with  which  it  was  exacted,  was  consid- 
ered as  an  intolerable  grievance.f 

Domitian,  brother  to  Titus,  who  succeeded 
in  the  Roman  empire,  increased  the  calamities 
of  this  wretched  people.  He  extorted  the 
payment  of  the  taxes  with  the  utmost  rigour  ; 
endeavoured  to  extirpate  all  the  lineage  of  Da- 

*  Basnage,  p.  508, 
f  Though,  aft:r  the  conquest  of  Pompey,  Judea  was  made  trib- 
utary to  the  Romans,  they  were  permitted  to  collect  the  taxes  by 
their  own  receivers,  and  were  exempted  from  tribute  during  the 
sabbatical  year.  The  annual  tribute  to  the  temple,  they  supposed 
to  be  an  offering  to  God,  as  his  subjects.  But  after  the  de- 
struction of  Jerusalem,  the  emperour  usurped  the  place  of  God, 
and  appropriated  the  tribute  to  himself.  This  was  the  more  af- 
flicting and  disgraceful,  because  it  obliged  them  to  purchase  the 
liberty  of  exercising  their  religion. — Basnage,  p.  509. 
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vid  ;  and  involved  them  in  the  persecution, 
which  the  Christians  endured  during  his  ty- 
rannical reign ;  and  many  of  the  Jews  were 
condemned  to  suffer  death.* 
79.'  Notwithstanding  their  late  calamities,  some 
of  the  seditious  Jews,  who  had  retired  to  Alex- 
andria in  Egypt,  began  to  excite  fresh  insur- 
rections. But  their  countrymen,  who  resided 
in  the  city,  apprehending  the  consequences,  that 
might  ensue,  prudently  interfered,  and  delivered 
them  up  to  the  Romans,  who  put  six  hundred 
of  them  to  death.  They  maintained  their 
inflexible  obstinacy  to  the  last ;  and  even  their 
children  would  suffer  the  most  exquisite  tor- 
tures, rather  than  acknowledge  Caesar  for  their 
iord.  The  emperour,  being  apprized  of  their 
rebellious  disposition,  ordered  the  temple, 
which  Onias  had  built  in  Egypt,  to  be  shut  up, 
lest  it  should  afford  them  a  pretence  for  assem- 
bling themselves,  and  thus  give  them  an  op- 
portunity of  exciting  some  new  sedition. f 

Multitudes  of  Jews,  who  had  survived  the 
sad  catastrophe  of  the  destruction  of  their  city 
and  temple,  sought  an  asylum  in  various  parts 
of  the  world.  Many  retired  to  Egypt,  where 
a  Jewish  colony  had  resided  from  the  time  of 
Alexander ;  others  fled  to  Cyrene ;  a  large  num- 
ber removed  to  Babylon,   and   joined  their 

*  Basnage,  p.  509.  f  ^^'^^>  P-  ^^"- 
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brethren,  who  had  remained  in  that  country 
ever  since  the  captivity  ;  some  took  refuge  in 
Persia,  and  other  eastern  countries.  By  de- 
grees, they  formed  themselves  into  a  regular 
system  of  government,  or  rather  subordination, 
connected  with  the  various  bodies  of  their 
brethren  dispersed  throughout  the  world. 
They  were  divided  into  the  eastern  and  wes- 
tern Jews  ;  the  western  included  Egypt,*  Ju- 
dea,  Italy,  and  other  parts  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire. The  eastern  were  settled  in  Babylon, 
Chaldea,  Assyria,  and  Persia.  In  process  of 
time  both  these  parties  chose  a  distinguished 
personage  to  preside  over  each  of  their  respec- 
tive divisions.  The  heads  of  the  eastern  Jews 
were  styled  princes  of  the  captivity  ;  and  those 
of  the  western  Jews  were  known  by  the  title 
of  patriarch.  Mr.  Basnage  and  other  learned 
men  have  supposed,  that  the  patriarchalf  dig- 
nity was  first  instituted  in  the  reign  of  Nerva, 
who  succeeded  Domitian.  This  emperour 
favoured  the  Jews  ;  recalled  those,  who  had 
been  banished  on  account  of  their  religion  ;  re- 

*  Some  refugees  passed  from  Egypt  to  Ethiopia. — Basnage,  p.  494. 

•j"  According  to  the  Jewish  writers,  this  office  originated  at  a 
much  earlier  era.  The  first  patriarch  was  Hillel,  surnamed  the 
Babylonian.  He  came  to  Jerusalem  about  thirty  years,  before  the 
birth  of  Christ,  and  lived  to  an  advanced  age.  The  Jews  regarded 
him  as  a  second  Moses,  who  was  little  inferiour  to  their  lawgiver  ? 
and  asserted,  that  the  patriarchal  dignity  continued  in  his  family 
till  tlie  Hfth  century. — JSIodern  Universal  ffistoi^i/,  Vol  XIII. p.  14$.. 
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lieved  them  from  the  heavy  taxes,  which  had 
been  imposed  upon  them  by  his  predecessor  ; 
and  forbade  their  being  molested  in  future,  on 
account  of  their  reUgion.  They  are  supposed 
to  be  of  the  Levitical  race,  since  the  least  at- 
tempt in  the  tribe  of  Judali  to  recover  any  of 
their  former  power,  would  have  excited  the 
jealousy  of  the  Romans.*  But  the  priests  and 
levites  were  permitted  to  assume  the  power  of 
teaching  the  people,  to  set  up  schools,  to  ap- 
point preceptors  over  them,  and  at  length  in- 
stall one  above  the  rest,  with  the  title  of  patri- 
arch ;  because  neither  their  tribe,  which  was 
excluded  the  regal  dignity,  nor  their  office, 
which  was  confined  to  religious  concerns, 
could  give  umbrage  to  the  Romans,  The 
celebrated  city  of  Tiberias,  situated  on  the 
banks  of  a  lake,  which  bears  its  name,  and  was 
rebuilt  by  Herod,  tetrarch  of  Galilee,  was  cho- 
sen for  the  patriarchal  seat.  The  dignity  of 
their  chiefs  was  hereditary,  f 

The  authority,  which  the  patriarchs  acquir- 
ed over  the  people  committed  to  their  charge, 

*  The  house  of  David  was  now  almost  extinct ;  and  the  few,  who 
peraained,  reduced  to  poverty,  and  obliged  to  labour  for  their  daily 
subsistence.  If  there  was  any  shadow  of  authority  among  this 
people,  after  the  destruction  of  their  city  and  temple,  it  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  priests  of  the  race  of  Levi  and  Aaron  Their 
understanding  and  science  raised  them  above  the  vulgar ;  and  as 
the  people  became  more  numerous,  their  authority  increasedi. 

t  Basnagej  p.  146. 
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owed  its  rise  and  gradual  increase  to  their 
great  reputation  for  learning  and  piety.  They 
decided  cases  of  conscience,  and  religious  con- 
troversies ;  presided  over  synagogues ;  were 
empow^ered  to  appoint  subordinate  ministers 
and  apostles  to  execute  their  orders ;  and  to 
receive  an  annual  contribution  from  their  dis- 
persed brethren,  in  order  to  support  their  dig- 
nity. They  obtained,  by  degrees,  a  great  au- 
thority over  the  western  Jews,  who  werq 
pleased  to  depend  upon  them  in  order  to  main- 
tain some  shadow  of  union.  The  power,  which 
these  chiefs  obtained,  has,  however,  been  much 
exaggerated  by  the  Jews,  to  enable  them  to 
repel  a  powerful  argument  urged  by  the  Chris- 
tians, viz.  that  the  sceptre,  or  regal  authority, 
was  departed  from  them.* 

The  learned  Dr.  Lightfoot  has  imagined^ 
that  the  Jewish  sanhedrim  w^as  not  immedi- 
ately destroyed,  but  only  removed  to  Jafna, 
and  thence  to  Tiberias,  where  it  subsisted  till 
the  death  of  Judah,  the  saint.  Other  learned 
men,  particviarly  Mr.  Basnage,  suppose  this 
tribunal  did  not  exist  after  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem,    for  the   following   reasons.f       If 

*  Basnage,  p.  146, 
f  After  the  sanhedrim  was  abolished,  the  Jews  substituted  in 
its  room  some  particular  tribunals  for  the  decision  of  religious  dis- 
putes. These  tribunals,  which  were  afterwards  called  houses  of 
judgment,  were  a  very  imperfect  image  of  the  sanhedrim.— J°j- 
carfs  Religious  Cereinonies,  p.  195. 
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Titus  had  made  any  such  concession,  Jose- 
phus  would  have  mentioned  it  for  the  honour 
of  his  nation.  Domitian,  who  hated  and  op- 
pressed the  Jews,  would  never  have  allowed 
them  such  a  signal  privilege ;  besides,  it  has  .^ 
been  the  prevailing  idea  of  the  Jews,  as  well 
as  of  the  Christians,  that  this  tribunal  had 
not  power  to  sit  in  any  other  place  but  in  Jeru- 
salem. Our  Saviour,  it  appears,  alluded  to 
this,  when  he  said,  (Luke  xviii.  33)  that  it  could 
not  be^  that  a  prophet  should  perish  or  be  con- 
demned to  death  out  of  Jerusalem^  since  the 
sanhedrim  alone  had  the  power  of  passing  that 
sentence  on  him.* 

The  Jews,  though  a  considerable  part  of 
their  religion  was  involved  in  the  destruction 
of  their  countrv,  still  adhered  with  inflex- 
ible  obstinacy  to  those  customs  and  religi- 
ous rites,  which  remained  in  their  power  to 
practice.  After  their  national  polity  was  dis- 
solved, they  appear  to  have  been  confirmed  in 
their  attachment  to  the  oral  traditions  and  un- 
authorized decisions  of  the  rabbies.  As  they 
agreed  in  thinking,  that  their  religious  rites, 
and  observances  were  the  only  objects  worthy 
their  attention,  it  followed,  that  their  literary 
controversies,  instead  of  embracing,  like  those 
of  the  philosophical  sects  of  the  Pagans,  the 
wide  field  of  general  literature,  were  directed 

*  Basnage.    Modern  UjMTersal  Hjstory,  Vol.  XIH.  p.  iSfi 
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and  confined  to  their  religious  and  ritual  insti- 
tutions, and  were  exhausted  in  questions  or 
discussions  immediately  referrible  to  these 
subjects.^ 

After  the  devastation  and  ruin  of  their  coun- 
tr}^  a  small  number  of  learned  men  only  were 
left  among  them  to  transmit  their  ancient  doc- 
trines and  institutions  to  posterity.  Of  these, 
part  escaped  into  Egypt,  and  part  withdrew 
into  Babylon  ;  in  both  which  countries  the  re- 
fugees were  humanely  received.  Those,  who 
remained  in  Palestine,  collected  the  scattered 
fragments  of  Jewish  learning  from  the  gen-- 
eral  wreck  into  the  academy  of  Jafna  (fre- 
quently called  by  the  Greek  writers,  Jamnia) 
where  they  also  revived  their  forms  of  wor- 
ship. The  rabbi  Jochanan,t  was  the  founder 
of  this  school,  and  the  design,  which  he  begun 
was  completed,  as  far  as  the  state  of  the  times 
would  permit  by  the  rabbi  Gamaliel,  who  is, 
from  this  circumstance,  called  Gamaliel  Jaf- 
niensis.  The  success,  which  attended  this 
school,  induced  many  of  the  dispersed  Jews 

*  Butler's  Horse  Biblicse,  p.  40. 

f  The  Jewish  writers  assert,  that  the  academy  which  Joehanan 
erected  at  Jafna,  consisted  of  three  hundred  schools,  or  classes  of 
pupils.  They  extol  the  extraordinary  merit  of  this  rabbi  in  the 
most  extravagant  terms.  x\ccording  to  them,  **  if  the  whole 
heavens  were  paper,  all  the  trees  in  the  world  pens,  and  all  the 
men  writers,  they  would  not  be  able  to  record  all  his  merits.*'—- 
Modern  Universal  History ^  Vol.  XIII.  p.  141. 
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to  return  to  Palestine ;  and  another  academy 
was  formed  at  Tiberias,  which  soon  became 
the  chief  seat  of  Jewish  learning  in  its  native 
country.  This  school  obtained  immunities 
and  privileges  from  the  emperour  Antoninus 
Pius ;  and  it  produced  that  curious  record  of  A 
Jewish  wisdom,  the  Jerusalem  Talmud.  Oth-  "^ 
er  schools,  after  the  examples  of  Jafna  and  Ti- 
berias, were  erected  at  Bitterah  near  Jerusalem, 
at  Lydda  or  Diospolis,  at  Cesarea,  and  (which 
became  more  celebrated  than  the  rest)  at  Zip- 
pora,  or  Sephora,  in  Galilee.* 

From  this  time,  there  was  not  wanting  a 
succession  of  Jewish  doctors  to  transmit  their 
religion  and  philosophy  to  posterity.  These 
doctors  flourished,  not  only  in  Palestine,  but 
in  the  Babylonish  schools,  which,  in  process  of 
time,  were  established  at  Sora,  Pundebita, 
and  other  places  on  the  Euphrates.! 

Two  methods  of  instruction  were  in  use 
among  the  Jews ;  the  one  publick,  the  other 
secret.  The  publick  doctrine  was  that,  which 
was  openly  taught  the  people  from  the  law 
of  Moses,  and  the  traditions  of  the  fathers. 
It  comprehended  the  popular  articles  of  faith, 
and  rules  of  manners.  J 

*  Enfield's  Philosophy,  Vol.  H.  p.  198. 
f  According  to  Basnage,  these  schools  were  not  founded  till  the- 
beginning  of  the  third  century. 

±  Enfield, 
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The  secret  doctrine  of  the  Jews  was  that, 
which  treated  of  the  mysteries  of  the  divine 
nature  and  other  sublime  subjects,  and  was 
called  cabbala,  from  a  Hel)rew  word,  which 
signifies  to  receive,  because  it  was  received 
by  tradition.  After  the  manner  of  the  Pytha- 
gorean and  Egyptian  mysteries,  it  was  taught 
only  to  certain  persons,  who  were  bound,  under 
the  most  solemn  anathema,  not  to  divulge  it. 

The  cabbala  is  divided  into  three  sorts.  By 
the  first,  the  Jews  extract  from  the  words  of 
scripture  recondite  meanings,  which  are  some- 
times mgenious,  but  always  fanciful.  The 
second  is  a  kind  of  magick  in  employing  the 
words  and  letters  of  the  scriptures  in  certain 
combinations,  which  they  suppose  have  pow- 
er to  make  the  good  and  evil  spirits  of  the  in- 
visible world  familiar  with  them.  The  third, 
which  is  properly  the  cabbala,  is  an  art,  by 
which  they  profess  to  raise  mysterious  expo- 
sitions of  scripture  upon  the  letters  of  the  sen- 
tences, to  which  they  apply  them.^ 

The  Jews  assert,  that  the  mysteries  of  the 
cabbala  contain  the  profoundest  truths  of  re- 
ligion, which,  to  be  fully  comprehended  by 
finite  beings,  are  revealed  through  the  medium 
of  allegory  and  similitude,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  angels  cpn  only  render  themselves  visible 

*  Butler's  Horje  Biblicae.    Basnage,  p.  202. 
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upon  earth  by  assuming  a  subtle  body  of  re- 
fined matter.*  According  to  their  account, 
while  Adam  was  in  paradise,  the  angel  Rasael 
brought  him.  a  book  from  heaven,  which  con- 
tained the  doctrines  of  heavenly  wisdom. 
And  when  Adam  received  this  book,  angels 
came  down  to  him  to  learn  its  contents ;  but 
he  refused  to  admit  them  to  the  knowledge  of 
sacred  things,  entrusted  to  him  alone.  They 
assert,  that,  after  the  fall,  this  book  was  taken 
back  into  heaven  ;  after  many  prayers  and 
tears,  God  restored  it  to  Adam,  and  it  passed 
from  Adam  to  Seth.  The  Jewish  fables  pro*: 
ceed  to  relate,  that  the  book  being  lost,  and 
the  mysteries  it  contained  almost  forgotten  in 
the  degenerate  age  before  the  flood,  they  were 
restored  by  special  revelation  to  Abraham, 
who  committed  them  to  writing  in  the  book 
Jezirah ;  that  the  revelation  was  renewed  to 
Moses,t  who  received  a  traditional  and  mys- 
tical, as  well  as  a  written  and  preceptive  law, 
from  God ;  that,  being  again  lost  amidst  the 
calamities  of  the  Babylonish  captivity,  it  was 
once  more  revealed  to  Esdras ;  that  it  was 
preserved  in  Egypt,  and  has  been  transmitted 

*  Maurice's  Indian  Antiquities,  Vol,  IV.  p.  588. 

f  According  to  the  Jewish  accounts,  all  the  patriarchs  of  the 
ancient  world  had  their  separate  angels  to  instruct  them  in  these 
mysterious  arcana ;  and  Moses  himself  was  irutiated  in  them  b  lae- 
Itlustrious  spirit  Metatroa.~JSasnag'e,/&.  185. 
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to  posterity,  through  the  hands  of  Simeon- 
ben- Setach,  Elkanah,  Akibha,  Simeon- ben- 
Jochai,  and  others.  • 

Dr.  Enfield,^  from  whom  the  above  account 
is  chiefly  selected,  supposes,  that  the  mystical 

*  The  chief  heads  of  the  cabbalistic  doetrine,  are  thus  deline- 
ated by  the  above  mentioned  autlior. 

"  From  nothing,  nothing  can  be  produced  ;  since  the  distance 
between  existence  and  non-entity  is  infinite.  Matter  is  too  imper- 
fect in  its  nature,  and  apX)roaches  too  near  to  non-entity  to  be  self 
existent.  The  Being  from  wTitim  all  things  proceed  is  a  spirit,  un- 
A;reated,  eternal,  intelligent,  percipient,  having  within  itself  the 
principles  of  life  and  motion,  existing  by  the  necessity  of  its  nature, 
and  fillingthe  immensity  of  space.  This  spirit  is  Ensoph^  the  infi- 
nite Deity.  This  Eternal  Fountain  of  existence  sends  forth  from 
himself  natures  of  vax'lOus  orders,  which,  nevertheless,  are  still  uni- 
led  to  their  source.  The  world  is  a  permanent  emanation  from 
tlie  Deity,  in  wliich  his  attributes  and  properties  are  unfolded,  and 
variously  modified.  The  nearer  any  emanation  is  to  the  First  Foun- 
tain, the  more  perfect  and  divine  is  its  nature  ;  and  the  reverse. 

•*  Before  the  creation  of  the  Avorld,  all  space  was  filled  with  the 
Or  Haen  Soph,  or  infinite  intellectual  light.  Butj  when  the  volition 
for  the  production  of  nature  was  formed  in  the  divine  mind,  the 
eternal  light,  hitherto  equally  diffused  through  the  infinite  ex- 
panse, withdrew  itself  to  an  equal  distance  in  every  direction,  from, 
a  certain  point,  and  thus  left  about  this  centre,  a  spherical  portiou 
of  empty  space,  as  a  field  for  the  operation  of  emanation,  by  which 
all  things  were  to  be  produced.  In  the  space  from  M'hich  the  di- 
,  vine  light  was  thus  withdrawn,  there  were  still,  howevei*,  some 
portions  or  traces  left  of  the  divine  essence,  which  were  to  become 
the  receptacle  of  rays,  sentfiarth  from  the  Eternal  Fountain,  or  the 
basis  of  future  worlds.  From  a  certain  part  of  the  concavity  of  infi- 
nite light,  which  surrounded  the  opaque  sphere,  the  energy  of  ema- 
nation was  first  exerted,  and  rays  were  sent  forth  in  right  lines,  into 
the  dark  abyss.  The  beam  of  light,  thus  produced,  formed  a  chan- 
nel, through  which  streams  were  to  flow  for  the  production  o 
worlds.  ThiS'beam  was  united  to  tiie  concave  of  light,  and  wasdi- 
j  '^eted  towards  the  centre  of  the  opaque  sphere.    From  this  lumi- 
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or  cabbalistic  philosophy  of  the  Jews,  arose  in 
the  time  of  the  first  Ptolemies,  and  originated 
in  Egypt,  where  they  learnt,  by  the  help  of  al- 
legory, to  mix  oriental,  Pythagorean,  and  Pla- 

nous  channel,  streams  of  light  flowed,  at  diiferent  distances  from 
the  centre,  in  a  circular  path,  and  formed  distinct  circles  of  light, 
separated  from  the  concave  of  light,  or  from  each  other,  by  por- 
tions of  dark  or  empty  space.  Of  these  circles  of  light,  ten  were 
produced,  Avhich  may  be  called  Sephine,  or  Splendours. 

"  The  rectilineal  beam  of  light,  Avhich  is  the  first  emanation  from 
the  eternal  fountain,  and  is  itself  the  source  of  all  other  emana- 
tions, may  be  distinguished  by  the  name  of  Adam  Kadman,  the  first 
man,  the  fir&l  production  of  divine  energy,  or,  the  Son  of  God. 
The  Sephirse  are  fountains  of  emanationj  subordinate  to  Adam 
Kadman,  which  send  forth  rays  of  divine  light  or  communicate  es- 
sence 4ind  life  to  inferiour  beings.  The  ten  Sephirse  are  known,  ac- 
cording to  =the  order  of  emanation,  by  the  names.  Intelligence-  or 
the.  Crown,  Knowledge,  Wisdom,  Strength,  Beauty,  Greatness, 
Ulory,  Stability,  A^ictory,  Dominion. 

"  These  are  not  the  instruments  of  the  divine  opex^ations,  but 
media,  through  which  the  Deity  diffuses  himself  through  the  sphere 
of  t])e  universe,  and  produces  whatever  exists.  They  are  not  be- 
ings detached  from  the  Deity,  but  substantial  virtues  or  pOM'ere, 
distinctly,  but  dependently,  sent  forth  from  the  eternal  source  of 
existence  through  the  mediation  of  Adam  Kadman,  the  first  ema- 
r-atiiig  power,  and  becoming  the  immediate  source  of  existence  to 
subordinate  emanations.  They  are  dependent  upon  the  First  Foun- 
tain, as  rays  upon  a  luminary,  which  is  conceived  to  have  sent 
them  foith  with  a  power  of  drawing  them  back,  at  pleasure,  into 
itself. 

*'  The  first  infinite  source  of  being,  is  the  Ensophic  world,  or 
V.  oi*ld  of  infinity,  witlvin  which,  after  the  manner  above  described, 
four. worlds  are  produced  by  the  law  of  emanation,  according  to 
which  the  superiour  is  the  immediate  source  of  the  inferiour;  these 
are  Jlziluth,  or  the  Avorld  of  emanation,  including  the  Sephirse  ; 
Sri3hy  or  the  world  of  creation,  eontaining  certain  spiritual  na- 
tures, which  derive  their  essence  from  the  Sephirise  ;  Jezivch,  or 
the  world  of  forms,  composed  of  substantial  natures,  derived  from 
the  superiour  spiritual  substances,  and  placed  within  ethereal  vehi- 
>c*?5,  wbich  thej' inform ;    raid.  Asich,  or  the  material  and  visibJe 
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tonic  dogmas  with  Hebrew  wisdom.      The 
cabbala  having,  according  to  this  author,  ob- 
tained early  credit  among  the  Jews,  as  part  of 
their  sacred  tradition,  was  transmitted  under 

world,  comprehending  all  those   substances  which  are  capable  of 
motion,  composition,  division,  and  dissolution, 

*'  These  derived  worlds  are  different  evolutions,  or  expansions 
of  the  divine  essence,  or  distinct  classes  of  beings,  in  which  the  in- 
finite light  of  the  divine  nature  is  exhibited  with  continually  de- 
creasing splendour,  as  they  recede  from  the  First^Eountain.  The 
last  and  most  distant  production  of  the  divine  enei-gy  of  emana- 
tion is  matter ;  which  is  produced  when  the  divine  light,  by  its  re- 
cession from  the  Fountain,  becomes  so  attenuated  as  to  be  lost  ia 
darkness,  leaving  nothing  but  an  opaque  substance,  which  is  only 
one  degree  above  non-entity.  Matter  has  na  separate  and  inde- 
pendent existence,  but  is  merely  a  miodification  and  permanent .ef'> 
feet  of  the  emanative  energy  of  the  divine  nature. 

**  The  Sephirse,  or  first  order  of  emanative  being,  existing  in  Azi- 
luth  are  superiour  to  spirits,  and  are  called  J'arzuphim,  Persons, 
to  denote  that  they  have  a  substantial  existence.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  second  world  are  called  Thrones,  on  account  of  the  domin- 
ion, which  they  possess  over  the  various  orders  of  Angels,  which 
inhabit  the  third  world.  The  fourth,  or  material  world,  is  the  re- 
gion of  evil  spirits,  called  Klippoth,  the  dregs  of  emanation.  These 
are  the  authors  of  the  evil,  which  is  found  in  the  material  world; 
but  they  are  continually  aspiring  towards  the  Sephirre,  and  will,  in 
the  great  revolution  of  nature,  return  into  the  inexhaustible  foun- 
tain of  deity.  Spirits  of  all  orders  have  a  material  vehicle,  less 
pure  and  subtile  in  proportion  to  their  distance  from  Ensoph  /and 
this  vehicle  is  of  the  nature  of  the  world  next  below  that  to  which  they 
belong.  »Metat,  on  is  the  prince  oi  Jezirah,  or  the  angeliek  Avorld, 
in  which  they  are  ten  distinct  orders ;  Sandalphon  of  Asiah,  or 
the  material  world ;  these  together  with  the  hosts  over  which  they 
preside,  anirnate  aerial  venicles,  sapable  of  impression  from  corpo- 
real objects,  and  in  different  ways  requirihg^  renovation . 

**  The  human  soul,  proceeding  by  emanation  from  the  Deity,  is  an 
incorporeal  substance  of  the  same  nature  with  the  divine  intellect. 
Being  united  to  the  body,  one  complex  nature  is  produced,  endued 
with  reason,  and  capable  of  action.  The  human  soul  consists  of 
four  parts,  JVepkesh,  or  the  principle  of  vitality  ;   Utiach,  or  iim 


124  HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS. 

this  notion   by  the  Jews  in  Egypt  to  their 
brethren  in  Palestine. 

Simeon-ben-Jochai,  a  celebrated  rabbi,  was 
the  first,  who  committed  these  mysteries  to 
paper  i  and,  as  the  Jews  affirm,  by  divine  as- 
sistance, he  composed  the  Zohar,  or  bright- 
ness.**' He  is  said  to  have  lived  some  years 
before  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem.  Titus 
condemned  him  to  death  ;  but  he  and  his  son 
escaped  the  persecution,  by  secreting  them- 
selves in  a  cave,  where  he  had  leisure  to  com- 
pose the  abovementioned  book.  He  perfect- 
ed the  work  with  the  assistance  of  the  pro- 
phet Elias,  whom  God  sent  from  heaven,  from 

principle  of  motion ;  JVeschamah,  or  the  power  of  intelligence  ;  and 
Jechidah,  a  divine  principle,  by  means  of  which  it  contemplates 
superiour  natures,  and  even  ascends  to  the  Ensophic  world.  All 
souls  were  produced  at  once,  and  pre-existed  in  Adam.  Everj  hu- 
man soul  has  two  guardian  angels,  produced  by  emanation  at  the 
time  of  the  production  of  souls. 

*'  The  mind  of  man  is  united  to  the  divine  mind,  as  the  radius  of 
a  circle  to  its  centre.  The  souls  of  good  m.en  ascend  above  tjie 
mansion  of  the  angels,  and  are.  delighted  with  the  vision  of  the  first 
light,  which  illuminates  all  the  worlds. 

**  The  universe  continues  to  exist  by  the  divine  energy  of  ema- 
jiation.  Whilst  this  energy  is  exerted,  different  forms  and  orders 
of  beings  remain;  when  it  is  withheld,  all  the  streams  of  existence 
return  into  their  fountain.  The  Ensoph,  or  Deity,  contains  all 
things  within  himself;  and  there  is  always  the  same  quantity  of  ex- 
istence, either  in  a  created  or  uncreated  state.  When  it  is  in  an 
uncreated  state,  God  is  all;  when  worlds  are  created,  the  Deity  is 
unfolded,  or  evolved,  by  various  degrees  of  emanation,  which  con- 
stitute the  several  forms  and  orders  of  created  nature." — EnfielcTs 
Philosophi/,  Vol.  II.  p.  217,  218,  219,  220,  221. 

*  David  Levi  calls  the  Zohar  a  cabbalistical  commentary  on  the 
Pentateuch. 
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time  to  time,  to  explain  to  Simeon  such  mys 
teries  as  were  above  his  comprehension.^' 

The  Sephir  Jetzirah^  or  book  of  the  crea- 
tion, is  the  next  in  cabbalistic  fame  to  the  Zo- 
har  ;  and  is  quoted  by  the  Jews,  as  of  divine 
authority.  Some  ascribe  this  work  to  the  pa- 
triarch Abraham ;  others  suppose  it  was  writ- 
ten by  the  rabbi  Akibha,  who  lived  in  the 
second  century. 

He  was  president  of  the  academies  of  Lydda 
and  Jafna  ;  and  a  disciple  and  successor  of  the 
rabbi  Gamaliel.  Until  he  was  forty  years  of 
age,  he  was  a  shepherd  in  the  service  of  a  rich 
citizen  of  Jerusalem  ;  but  his  master's  daugh= 
ter  having'  promised  to  marry  him,  if  he  be- 
came a  learned  man,  he  assiduously  applied 
himself  to  study.  So  successful  was  his  ap- 
plication, that  he  became  one  of  the  most  fa- 
mous teachers  in  the  schools  of  Jewish  learn- 
ing. He  was  considered  by  his  nation,  as  the 
oracle  of  the  times ;  and  one  of  the  greatest 
preservers  of  the  traditional  law.f  The  Jews 
in  Palestine  did  not  scruple  to  say,  that  God 
revealed  to  him,  what  he  concealed  from  Mo- 
ses ;  and,  if  their  accounts  are  to  be  credited, 
he  had  twenty  four  thousand  disciples.  This 
rabbi  is  mentioned  with  veneration  throu.9:h 
?.he  whole  Talmud  ;  not  only  on  account  of 

*  Bascage,  |>.  1,85,  f  De  Rcsil's  Hebrew  Eiograp'ay. 

L3 
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his  great  attainments  in  the  cabbalistical  leaiTi- 
ing,  but  for  his  extraordinary  abilities  and  wis- 
dom in  solving  important  questions  in  the 
law.^  Towards  the  close  of  his  life,  he  fol- 
lowed the  standard  of  the  impostor  Barcho- 
cheba,  who  appeared  under  the  character  of 
the  Messiah,  to  deliver  his  countrymen  from 
the  power  of  the  emperour  Adrian.  An  ac- 
count of  this  revolt,  and  the  new  and  dreadful 
calamities,  which  the  Jews  suffered  in  conse- 
quence of  the  insurrection,  will  be  related  in 
the  following  chapter. 

CHAP.  IV. 

Fhe  Jews  rebel  in  the  reign  of  the  emperour  Trajan.  They  ase 
subdued  and  banished  from  the  isle  of  Cj  prus.  The  emperour 
Adi-ian  begins  to  rebuild  Jerusalem,  and  plants  a  Roman  colony 
in  the  new  city.  Rebellion  of  the  Jews.  Barchocheba  declares 
himself  the  Messiah,  and  is  made  leader  of  the  insurgents.  He 
chooses  the  famous  rabbi  Akibha  for  his  precursor.  The  rebels 
raise  a  formidable  army.  Adrian  sends  forces  against  them,  and 
besieges  them  in  Either.  This  city  surrenders  to  the  Romans. 
The  false  Messiah  is  slain.  Horrid  carnage  of  the  Jews.  AIul- 
titudes  of  tlxem  are  sold,  and  transported  to  Egypt.  Adrian 
■completes  the  building  of  Jerusalem,  and  prohibits  the  Jews 
from  entering  the  city. 

Notwithstanding  the  complicated  afBic- 
tions,  which  the  Jews  suffered  in  Palestine  dur- 
ing the  destruction  of  their  city  and  temple, 
the  measure  of  their  calamities  was  not  com- 
pleted.    They  had  scarcely  began  to  breathe 

*  David  Levi's  Ceremonies  of  the  Jew-s^ 
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after  the  ruin  of  their  country,  when  their  im- 
patience under  a  foreign  yoke  broke  out  in  an 
open  revolt  during  the  reign  of  the  emperour 
Trajan,  who  had  interdicted  them  from  read- 
ing their  law,  and  treated  them  with  great 
severity.* 

The  rebellion  was  commenced  by  the  Jews 
m  Cyrene,  where  tliey  had  been  settled  for 
many  years,  and  become  powerful..  At  first, 
they  gained  considerable  advantages  over  the 
enemy,  who  fled  to  Alexandria,  and  massa^ 
cred  all  the  Jews  in  the  city.  Those  of  Cy- 
rene, exasperated  at  this  dreadful  reprisal,  hav- 
ing chosen  one  Andrew  for  their  commander, 
murdered  two  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
of  the  Lybians,  and  depopulated  the  country. 
The  emperour  Trajan  sent  Martins  Turbo 
with  a  powerful  army  against  them,  and  the 
rebels  were  reduced,  after  several  desperate 
battles,  which  were  attended  with  great 
slaughter,  t 

The  following  year,  the  Jews  in  Mesopota-  ^^^* 
mia,  alarmed  at  the  fate  of  their  brethren  in 
Egypt,  appeared  in  arms,  and  with  such  force, 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  whole  country  were 
filled  vvdth  consterna.tion.  This  induced  Tra- 
jan to  send  Lucius  Quietus,  the  greatest  gen- 
eral in  the  empire,  against  them,  who  slew 

*  Basna^e,  p.  oil.  j  IbkL 
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great  numbers  of  the  insurgents,  and  subject- 
ed the  rest  to  the  Roman  power.  To  prevent 
then'  again  assembling  and  rebelling,  the  em- 
perour  appointed  him  governour  in  Palestine, 
to  watch  their  motions  and  keep  them  in 
awe.* 

Soon  after,  the  Jews,  who  were  numerous  in 
the  island  of  Cyprus,  made  a  more  dreadful 
insurrection,  and  massacred  two  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  of  the  inhabitants.  Trajan 
sent  Adrian,  a  famous  general,  against  them,, 
with  a  powerful  army.  After  an  obstinate 
conflict,  the  rebels  were  reduced,  and  the  em- 
perour  published  an  edict,  banishing  them  from 
the  island,  and  forbidding  them  to  return,  un- 
der the  severest  penalties.! 
130.  Notwithstanding  the  miseries,  which  the 
Jews  suiFered  by  their  revolt,  their  rebel- 
lious spirit  was  still  unsubdued.  Adrian,  the 
successor  of  Trajan,  had  prohibited  them  from 
circumcising  their  children*;  and  sent  a  colo- 
ny to  rebuild  Jerusalem,  near  the  place  where 
the  ancient  city  stood.  He  designed  to  adorn 
it  afler  the  Roman  style,  and  call  it  Elia  Capi- 
tolina,  from  the  name  of  his  family.  This  ex- 
asoerated  the  minds  of  the  Jews,  and  stimulat- 
ed  them  \o  commence  an  open  rebellion,  j: 

*  Basaage,  p.  51L  f  Ibid,  p.  512.  ±  Ibid. 
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Coziba,  one  of  the  banditti,  who  infested  ^  ^^ 
Judea,  and  committed  all  kinds  of  violence 
against  the  Romans,  was  the  leader  of  the  in- 
surgents. To  facilitate  the  success  of  his 
bold  enterprize,.  he  assumed  the  name  of  Bar- 
chocheba,  which  signifies  the  son  of  a  star ; 
and  pretended  he  was  the  person  prophesied 
of  b}^  Balaam  in  the  words,  **  There  shall  come 
a  star  out  of  Jacob,  and  a  sceptre  shall  rise  out 
of  Israel."  This  barbarian,  so  well  calculated 
by  his  courage  and  enterprising  spirit  to  be 
the  Messiah,  according  to  the  perverted  con- 
ceptions of  the  Jews,  was  acknowledged  in 
that  character  by  his  infatuated  countrymen.^ 
He  engaged  to  deliver  his  nation  from  the 
power  of  the  empercur  Adrian,  and  restore  its 
ancient  liberty  and  glory.  The  famous  rabbi 
Akibha,  being  chosen  by  him  for  his  precur- 
sor, espoused  his  cause,  afforded  him  the  pro- 
tection of  his  name,  and  not  only  publickly 
anointed  him  as  the  Messiah,  and  king  of  the 
Jews,  but  placed  a  diadem  on  his  head,  caus- 
ed monev  to  be  coined  in  his  name,  and  fol- 
lowed  him  to  the  field,  at  the  head  of  twenty 
thousand  of  his  disciples,  and  acted  in  the  ca- 
pacity of  master  of  his  horse.     By  calling  on 

*  Several  impostors  had  appeared  before  him  ;  some  under  the 
title  of  the  Messiah  ;  otliers  under  that  of  his  precursors  ;  most  of 
whom  were  the  disciples  oi'  Judas  the  Gaulonite.  But  Barcb^''" 
cheba  was  the  first,  who  obtained  great  celebrity. 
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all  the  descendants  of  Abraham  to  assist  the 
hope  of  Israel,  an  army  of  two  hundred  thou- 
sand men  was  soon  raised,  who  repaired  to  Ei- 
ther, a  city  near  Jerusalem,  chosen  by  the  fa- 
mous impostor  for  the  capital  of  his  new  king- 
dom.* 

Adrian  at  first  neglected  to  take  measures 
against  the  revolt,  supposing  the  Jews  had  been 
too  effectually  humbled  by  his  predecessor  to 
be  able  so  soon  to  raise  a  formidable  insurrec- 
tion. But  being  apprized,  that  numbers  had 
flocked  to  the  standard  of  Barchocheba,  he 
sent  Tinnius  Rufus,  governour  of  the  pro- 
vince, with  a  powerful  military  force  against 
them.  The  rebels,  however,  gained  great  ad- 
vantages over  the  imperial  army,  and  destroyed 
vast  numbers  of  Romans  and  converted  Jews, 
Their  rapid  success  and  sanguinary  devasta- 
tions, filled  Rome  with  astonishment  and  con- 
sternation. At  length,  Julius  Severn s,  one  of 
the  greatest  generals  of  his  age,  was  despatch- 
ed to  crush  this  dangerous  revolt.  This  able 
commander,  not  thinking  it  prudent  to  oppose 
at  once  so  formidable  an  army,  attacked  and 
defeated  the  insurgents  in  parties ;  and,  at 
length,  cut  off  the  supplies  of  the  enemy,  and 
besieged  them  in  Either,  f 

^  Basnage,  p.  515.  f  Basnage,  p.  51?. 
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The  rebels  defended  themselves  with  ob- 
stinate resolution  ;  and,  even  put  Tiyphon,  a 
famous  rabbi,  to  death,  because  he  proposed 
their  surrendering  to  the  Romans.  However, 
they  were  not  able  long  to  withstand  the  re- 
peated and  vigorous  attacks,  which  were  made 
upon  the  city.  In  one  of  these  assaults,  the 
pretended  Messiah  was  killed,  and  Either  ob- 
liged to  surrender.  The  Jewish  history, 
bloody  as  it  is  in  almost  every  page,  records 
no  fact,  excepting  the  destruction  of  Jerusa- 
lem, more  horrid,  than  the  undistinguished 
and  promiscuous  slaughter  which  ensued, 
Akibha^  and  his  son  were  put  to  a  most  cruel 
death.  Five  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
fell  by  the  sw^ord  in  battle,  besides  a  vast  num- 
ber, who  perished  by  famine,  sickness,  fire, 
and  other  calamities.  The  Jewish  historians 
affirm,  that  a  greater  number  were  destroyed 
in  this  war,  than  the  whole  amount  of  their- 
nation,  when  they  emigrated  from  Egypt ;  and, 
that  their  sufferings,  under  Nebuchadnezzar 
and  Titus,  were  not  so  great  as  those  they  en- 
dured under  Adrian.  Of  these  unhappy  peo- 
ple, who  survived  the  second  ruin  of  their  na- 
tion,  vast  numbers  were  exposed  for  sale  at  jgg 

*  With  hitn,  say  the  Jews,  perished  the  glory  of  their  laAv^  Af- 
ter his  deatri,  his  tomb,  which  they  suppose  to  have  been  at  Tibe- 
rias, was  visited  with  great  solemnity. — Etifield^s  Philosophy ^    Voi. . 
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the  fair  of  Terebinth,*  at  the  price  of  horses^ 
and  dispersed  over  the  face  of  the  earth.  Those 
who  could  not  find  purchasers  at  this  place, 
were  ren\oved  to  another  fair,  which  was  kept  j 
at  Gaza  ;  others  were  transported  to  Egypt. f 

After  the  war  was  terminated  Adrian  com- 
pleted his  design  of  rebuilding  Jerusalem.  In 
order  to  prevent  new  revolts  among  the  Jews, 
he  caused  the  ancient  monuments  of  their  re- 
ligion to  be  destroyed,  and  studiously  profan- 
ed all  the  places  which  they  revered.  He 
erected  a  theatre  with  the  stones,  which  had 
been  used  for  the  temple,  and  dedicated  a 
temple  to  Jupiter  Capitolinus,  where  that  of 
Jehovah  formerly  stood.  He  placed  a  hog  of 
marble  upon  the  gates  of  the  city,  on  the  side 
of  Bethlehem  ;  and,  as  he  hated  the  Chris- 
tians as  well  as  the  Jews,  he  erected  a  statue 
of  Venus  in  the  place  where  Christ  was  cru- 
cified ;  and  in  that  where  he  arose  from  the 
dead,  one  of  Jupiter.  In  the  grotto  of  Beth- 
lehem, where  our  Saviour  was  bom,  he  estab- 
lished the  worship  of  Adonis. f 

The  emperour,  by  a  severe  edict,  prohibit- 
ed the  Jews,  upon  pain  of  death,  from  enter- 

*  The  fair  of   Terebiath.  waa  annually   kept  on  die   plain  of| 
Mamre,  sacred  for  having  been  the  place  where  Abraham  pitched 
his  tent,  and  where  he  received  tlie  heavenly  guests.    Gea.  xvii.  IT.- 

t  Basnage,  p.  519.  t  Ibid. 
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ing  Jerusalem,^  and  fixed  a  vigilant  garrison 
of  the  Roman  cohorts  to  enforce  the  execu- 
tion of  his  orders.  He  even  forbade  them  to 
view  their  once  beloved  city  at  a  distance. 
"  Before  this  period,"  says  a  late  author,  "  they 
were  seen  covered  with  rags,  traversing,  midst 
sighs  and  lamentations,  the  Mount  of  Olives, 
and  the  remains  of  their  temple.  They  were 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  being  economists 
in  their  misery  to  purchase  this  favour  from 
the  avarice  of  the  soldiery.  At  this  price  they 
obtained,  as  a  singular  indulgence,  permission 
to  go  thither  and  weep  on  the  anniversary  of 
the  sacking  of  their  city  ;  and  the  Jews  were 
obliged  to  pay  for  the  right  of  shedding  tears 
in  those  places  where  they  purchased  and  shed 
the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  !"*'f 

In  the  calamities  of  the  Jews,  we  contem- 
plate  the  fulfillment  of  the  prophecies,  which 
foretold  them  long  before  they  took  place. 
Moses  had  predicted,  that  they  should  be  car- 
ried into  Egypt,  and  sold  at  a  very  low  price. 

*  Though  Adrian  interdicted  the  Jews  from  entering  Jerusalem, 
they  were  not  banished  from  Judea  ;  the  patriarchs  still  resided 
in  that  country,  and  the  famous  school  of  Tiberias  still  existed. 
The  condition  of  those,'  who  renaained  in  Palestine,  was,  howeverj 
extremely  wretched.  According  to  Juvenal,  some  of  the  Jews  ia 
Rome  and  Egypt,  after  the  revolt,  were  obliged  to  turn  fortune* 
tellers  for  their  subsistence.— -JSa^wo^e,  p.  519. 

t  Gregoire,  in  his  Essay  on  the  Reformation  of  the  Jews,  quotes 
as  an  authority  for  this  fact,  St.  Jerome  in  Sophonian,  Chap.  X. 
Vol.  I.  M  . 
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*'  And  the  Lord,,'''*  said  he,  "  shall  bring  thee 
into  Egypt  again  with  ships,  and  ye  shall  be 
sold  unto  your  enemies,  and  no  man  shall  buy 
youy  When  Jerusalem  was  takea  by  Titus, 
the  captives  with  their  wives  and  children, 
were  sold  at  the  lowest  price ;  and  we  learn 
from  St.  Jerome,  "  that  after  their  last  over- 
throw by  Adrian,  many  thousands  of  them 
were  sold  ;  and  those,  who  could  not  find  pur- 
chasers, were  transported  into  Egypt,  and  per- 
ished by  shipwreck  or  famine,  or  were  mas- 
sacred by  the  inhabitants."* 

CHAP.  V. 

State  of  the  Jews  in  the  East.  Of  the  princes  of  the  captivity. 
Judah  the  saint  compiles  the  Misna.  History  of  that  work. 
Jews  rebel  under  Marcus  Antoninus.  Marcus  Aiirelius  renew 
Adrian's  edict  against  them.  They  were  treated  with  kindness 
by  Septimius  Severus.  Of  their  state  under  Heliogabalus.  They 
are  favoured  by  Alexander  Severus,  and  the  subsequent  Roman 
emperours. 

While  the  western  Jews  were  exposed  to  the 
terrible  calamities,  which  have  been  related  in 
the  preceding  chapter,  a  milder  clestiry  attend- 
ed their  brethren  in  the  east.  Tifcjui,  n  deed, 
had  carried  his  arms  against  lit m  as  far  as 
Mesopotamia ;  but  Adrian,  after  his  accession 
to  the  throne,  consented,  that  the  Euphiates 
should  be  the  boundary  of  the  Roman  em- 

*  See  Newton  on  the  Prophecies,  \,.  70. 
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pire.  Those,  therefore,  who  resided  beyond 
that  river,  were  not  concerned  in  that  prince's 
war  against  their  nation.  Many,  however, 
who  panted  after  Uberty  in  the  most  remote 
provinces  of  the  empire,  passed  into  Judea  to 
assist  their  brethren.  Yet  they  answered  no 
other  purpose,  but  to  augment  the  number  of 
the  slain,*  and  increase  the  triumph  of  the 
conquerors,  f 

The  history  of  tlie  eastern  is  more  obscure,  ^p^ 
than  that  of  the  western  Jews,  the  former 
having  but  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  the 
events  which  took  place  among  their  brethren 
in  those  remote  countries.  Previous  to  the 
destruction  of  the  temple,  those  of  that  nation^ 
who  resided  in  the  eastern  countries,  sent  pre- 
sents to  Jerusalem  ;  repaired  thither  from  time 
to  time,  to  pay  their  devotions  ;  and  acknowl- 
edged the  supreme  authority  of  the  high 
priests.  But  after  the  ruin  of  their  country, 
having  no  longer  the  band  of  unity,  which  was 
formed  by  the  temple  and  high  priests,  they 
imitated  their  brethren  in  Palestine,  and  ele- 
vated chiefs  to  preside  over  their  synagogues^, 
whom  they  styled  princes  of  the  captivity.  J 

*  The  number  of  the  slain,  according  to  Basnage,  amounted  to 
above  six  hundred  thousand,  which  number  could  not  have  been 
found  in  Judea,  after  the  sufferings  of  that  country  under  Trajao. 

t  Basnage,  p.  162. 
F  Modern  Univeraal  Historv,  Vol.  XIH.  p.  153-. 
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The  origin  of  these  chiefs  is  not  known  ;  "si 
is  only  evident,  that  they  did  not  exist  till  the 
second  century.  They  were  installed  with 
great  pomp  and  solemnity.  Babyloji  or  Bag- 
dat  was  chosen  for  the  place  of  their  residence, 
where  they  presided  over  ten  courts  of  justice. 
There  were  twenty  eight  synagogues,  among 
which  was  that  of  the  prince,  supported  with 
pillars  of  marble  of  various  colours.  His  of- 
fice was  to  confer  ordination  on  all  the  heads 
of  the  synagogues  in  the  east,  from  whom  he 
received  contributions  to  enable  him  to  sup- 
port his  dignity,  and  pay  <^^  tiibute  which 
was  exacted  by  the  kings  of  Persia.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  Huna,  who  was  cotemporary  with 
Judah  the  saint,  was  the  first  prince  of  the 
captivity  at  Babylon.  These  princes  exercis- 
ed the  same  authority  in  the  eastern,  that  the 
patriarchs  of  Tiberias  maintained  in  the  wes- 
tern countries.^ 

The  Jews,  however,  pretend,  that  these 
chiefs  were  superiour  in  power  and  dignity  to 
the  patriarchs  of  Judea,  and  affirm,  that  all,  who 
remained  of  the  race  of  David,  abandoned  that 
province,  and  retired  to  Babylon,  where  they 
conclude  the  sceptre  mentioned  by  Jacob  is  to 
be  found.  But  men  of  learning  among  the 
Christians  have  proved,  that  they  have  greatly 

*  Basnage,  p.  16  J,    Lewis's  Hebrew  Antiquities. 
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exaggerated  the  grandeur  and  authority  of 
these  princes,  who  were  subjected  to  the  Per- 
sian monarchs.  And,  if  we  consider  the  low 
condition  of  the  Jews,  and  the  oppressions, 
which  they  endured  from  the  Parthians,  Ro- 
mans, and  other  nations,  it  will  appear  evident, 
that  the  princes  of  the  captivity  could  possess 
only  a  small  share  of  authority.* 

In  order  to  raise  the  glory  of  their  nation, 
the  Jews  bestow  the  highest  encomiums  on 
the  learned  men,  who  flourished  among  them 
during  the  second  century.  In  particular,  they 
extol  the  famous  rabbi  Judah,f  the  third  Jew- 
ish patriarch,  who  obtained  the  appellation  of 
saint.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of  Sephora, 
and  having  acquired  great  celebrity  for  his  pie- 
ty and  profound  learning,  presided  over  the 
academy  of  Tiberias  with  uncontrolled  au- 
thority, and  decided  the  most  abstruse  con- 
troversies. His  memory  \vas  so  highly  re- 
vered among  the  Jews,  that  they  compare  him 
with  the  Messiah ;  they  relate  many  extraordi- 
nary accounts  of  this  rabbi ;  among  the  rest, 
they  assert,  that  he  made  the  emperour,  Marcus 

*  Modern  Universal  History,  Vol.  XHI.  p.  180. 

j  Judah  was  born  on  the  same  day  that  Akibha  died,  and  the 
Jews  imagine  this  event  was  predicted  by  Solomon,  \^  hen  he  says, 
The   sun  risethf  and  the  sun  goeth  doion.       Akibha  dying  Avas  the 
sua  that  set,  and  Judah  the  samtthe  rising  ^Mn.-^JBasnage,  p.  156, 
M  2 


IS8  HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS. 

Antoninus,  a  proselyte  to  Judaism,  and,  that  it 
was  by  his  order,  that  Judah  compiled  the 
Misna.* 

This  celebrated  book  is  a  code  of  the  Jew- 
ish canon  and  civil  law.  It  was  held  in  such 
profound  veneration  by  the  Jews,  that  they 
called  it  the  second  law,  (which  the  name 
Misna  signifies  in  Hebrew)  importing,  that  it 
has  the  same  authority  with  their  Pentateuch 
or  first  law.  Judah  was  induced  to  undertake 
this  work  from  a  just  apprehension,  that  his  na- 
tion, in  their  various  dispersions  and  migra- 
tions through  so  many  provinces,  and  during 
the  interruption  of  their  publick  schools,  would 
neglect  to  practise  the  rites  of  their  religion  ; 
and  the  traditions  of  their  fathers  would  be  ob- 
literated from  their  memory.f 

'*  The  history  of  the  Misna,"  says  Enfield,J 
^^  is  briefly  this :  The  sect  of  the  Pharisees,  after 
the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  prevailing  over 
the  rest,  the  study  of  traditions  became  the 
chief  object  of  attention  in  all  the  Jewish 
schools.  The  number  of  these  traditions,  had, 
in  a  long  course  of  time,  so  greatly  increased, 
that  the  doctors,  whose  principal  employment 
it  was  to  illustrate  them  by  new  explanations, 
and  to  confirm  their  authority,  found  it  neces- 

*  Eufield's  Philosophy,  Vol.  II.  p.  198. 
f  Basnage.  Maurice's  Indian  Antiquities.  ^ 

i  Enfield's  Philosophy,  Vol.  II.  p.  198. 
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saiy  to  assist  their  recollections  by  committing 
them  under  distinct  heads  to  wiiting.  At  the 
same  time,  their  disciples  took  minutes  of  the 
explanations  of  their  preceptors,  many  of  which 
were  preserved,  and  grew  up  into  voluminous 
commentaries.  The  confusion,  which  arose 
from  these  causes,  was  now  become  so  trouble- 
some, that,  notwithstanding  what  Hillel'^  had 
before  done  in  arranging  the  traditions,  Judah 
found  it  necessary  to  attempt  a  new  digest  of 
the  oral  law,  and  of  the  commentaries  of  the 
most  famous  doctors.  This  arduous  under- 
taking is  said  to  have  employed  him  forty 
years.  It  was  completed,  according  to  the 
unanimous  testimony  of  the  Jews,  about  the 
close  of  the  second  century.  This  Misna,  or 
first  Talmud,  comprehends  all  the  laws,  insti- 
tutions, and  modes  of  life,  v/hich,  beside  the 
Hebrew  scriptures,  the  Jews  supposed  them- 
selves bound  to  observe."! 

This  work  v/as  soon  respected  by  the  Jews 
as  a  sacred  book.  It  consists  of  a  variety  of 
traditions,  and  explanations  of  several  passages 
of  scripture,  and  serves  as  a  supplement  to 

*  The  name  of  Hillel  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  among  the 
Jews,  for  his  exertions  to  perpetuate  the  knowledge  of  the  ti-adi- 
tionary  law.  He  arranged  its  precepts  under  six  general  classes, 
and  thus  laid  the  foundation  for  that  digest  of  Jewish  law,  called 
the  Talis  ud  .-^Enjield'' s  Phihsophy. 

t  Enfield, 
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their  written  law.  According  to  their  account, 
these  traditions  were  delivered  to  Moses,  dur- 
hig  his  abode  on  Mount  Sinai,  and  he  after- 
wards communicated  them  to  Aaron,  Eieazar, 
and  his  servant  Joshua.  They  transmitted 
them  to  the  elders,  who  delivered  them  to  the 
prophets ;  and  they  passed  from  Jeremiah  to 
Baruch,  and  from  him  to  Ezra,  who  delivered 
them  to  the  grand  synagogue,  the  last  of  whom 
was  Simon  the  Just.  Thus  these  traditions 
were  handed  down  from  generation  to  genera- 
tion, in  regular  succession,  till  they  were  trans- 
mitted to  Judah  the  saint,  who  committed 
them  to  writing,  and  thus  formed  the  volumi- 
nous compilation  styled  Misna;*  this  work 
was  taught  in  all  the  schools,  both  in  Palestine 
and  Babylon.  Such  is  the  account  of  David 
Levi,!  and  the  creed  of  every  rabbi. 

Dr.  Prideaux,  rejecting  the  Jewish  fiction, 
observes,  that,  "after  the  death  of  Simon  the 
just,  about  two  hundred  ninety  nine  years  be- 
fore Christ,  the  Mischnical  doctors  arose ;  who, 
by  their  comments  and  conclusions,  added  to 
the  number  of  those  traditions,  which  had  been 
received  and  allowed  by  Ezra,  and  the  men  of 
the  great  synagogue  ;  so,  that  towards  the  mid- 

*  See  a  particular  account  of  all  the  receivers  of  oral  tradition.- 
in  David  Levi's  ceremonies  of  the  Jews,  from  p.  276  to  p.  286. 

t  David  Levi's  Ceremonies  of  the  Jews. 
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die  of  the  second  century,  under  the  empire  of 
Antoninus  Pius,  it  was  found  necessary  to  com- 
mit these  traditions  to  writing,  more  especially, 
as  the  country  had  greatly  suffered  under  Adri- 
an, many  of  the  schools  had  been  dissolved, 
and  their  learned  men  cut  off;  and,  therefore, 
the  usual  method  of  preserving  these  traditions 
had  f^dled.-^^ 

The  Misna  of  Judah  did  not,  however,  re- 
solve all  the  doubtful  cases  and  questions, 
which  were  agitated  by  the  Jews ;  and  it  was 
thought  to  need  some  larger  explanation  to 
render  it  more  intelligible.  This  induced  Jo- 
chanan,  a  celebrated  doctor  of  the  Jewish  law, 
with  the  aSsiSiance  of  two  disciples  of  Judah, 
to  write  a  commentary  on  the  Misna.  This 
work  was  called  the  Talmud  of  Jerusalem, 
because  it  was  composed  in  Judea,  for 
the  use  of  the  Jews,  who  remained  in  that 
country. 

In  the  second  century,  several  new  sects 
were  formed  among  the  Jews,  while  those  re- 
mained, Vv'hich  had  figured  in  the  time  of  our 
Saviour.  The  Gaulonites  still  retained  their 
seditious  spirit  against  all  foreign  government. 
But  the  Pharisees  had,  since  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem,  formed  the  bulk  of  the  nation.  The 
Hemero- Baptists  were  a  branch  of  this  denomi- 

*  PrideauX's  Connection. 
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nation,  only  distinguished  by  their  more  fre- 
quent washings.  The  Masbotheans,  were  a 
branch  of  the  Sadducees,  for  tliey  denied  the 
immortality  of  the  soul,  and  attributed  all  events 
to  chance.  The  Hellenists  were  the  Jews, 
who  spoke  Greek,  and  read  the  Septuagint  in 
the  synagogues.  Though  there  was  at  first 
some  jealousy  between  them  and  their  breth- 
ren, who  performed  publick  worship  in  the  He- 
brew language,  they  were  allowed  to  use  the 
Greek  translation  in^heir  religious  assemblies. 
But,  after  they  found,  that  the  Christians,  in  dis- 
puting against  Judaism,  derived  advantage 
from  the  Septuagint  version,  their  prejudice 
against  it  V\^as  heightened,  and  those  who  vindi- 
cated it  were  regarded  by  the  other  party,  as 
sectarians  and  schismaticks.^ 

The  edict  of  Adrian,  which  prohibited  the 
Jews  from  circumcising  their  children,  being 
still  in  force,  their  impatience  under  this  re- 
striction stimulated  them,  notw^ithstanding 
their  late  calamities,  again  to  have  recourse  to 
arms.  The  emperour  Antoninus,  however, 
soon  suppressed  the  revolt ;  and  afterwards 
restored  to  them  the  privilege,  for  which  they 
contended,  and  treated  them  with  great  mode- 
ration and  kindness.      He,  however,  forbade 

*  Basnage,  p.  528. 
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their  attempting  to  make  proselytes  to  their 
religion. 

In  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  Mar- 
cus Aurelius,  the  eastern  Jews,  who  were  sub- 
jects of  the  king  of  Parthia,  joined  that  mon- 
arch in  a  war  against  the  Romans.  The  em- 
perour,  incensed  at  this  conduct,  after  he  had 
reduced  the  rebels,  renewed  Adrian's  severe 
edict  against  them.  But  those  laws  were  not 
executed  in  the  remote  provinces.* 

The  emperour  Septimius  Severn s  in  the  197.' 
commencement  of  his  reign,  declared  war 
against  the  Samaritans  and  Jews.  They  had 
settlements  in  Galilee  ;  but  the  prohibition, 
which  excluded  them  from  entering  the  pre- 
cincts of  Jerusalem,  was  still  in  force.  This 
unhappy  people,  though  so  often  humbled  and 
subdued,  attempted  once  more  to  repel  their 
enemies,  and  invaded  Samaria  and  Judea.  Af- 
ter the  emperour  had  reduced  them  to  obedi- 
ence, he  relaxed  his  severity  against  them.  In 
order  to  reward  their  fidelity  to  him,  when  Pes- 
cennius  Niger  was  competitor  for  the  throne, 
he  allowed  them  the  privileges  of  Roman  citi- 
zens, and  rendered  them  eligible  to  offices  of 
trust  and  honour,  f 

The  chiefs  and  doctors  of  the  eastern  Jews 
obtained  celebrity  in  the  commencement  of  the 

*  Basnage,  p.  5^3.        f  ibid,  531, 
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third  century,  and  established  academies  in  va- 
rious parts.     After  the  Persian  monarchy  was 
A-  D.  restored,  and   the  Parthian   overthrown,    the 

200.  .  .  . 

rabbies  were  for  some  time  treated  with  great 
respect.  At  this  prosperous  period,  Samuel 
Jarchi,  who  was  famed  for  his  literary  acquire- 
ments, particularly  for  his  skill  in  astronomy, 
came  from  Judea,  was  constituted  chief  of  an 
academy  at  Nahardea  ;  and  among  other  dig- 
nities obtained  that  of  prince  of  the  captivity.^ 

The  tranquillity,  which  the  Jews  enjoyed  in 
the  east  proved,  however,  only  a  prelude  to  a 
violent  persecution,  which  Sapor,  king  of  Per- 
sia, commenced  against  them.  According  to 
the  Jewish  historians,  he  was  instigated  by  his 
subjects,  who,  being  jealous  of  the  influence  of 
their  nation,  endeavoured  to  effect  their  de- 
struction. 

The  scene  was  reversed,  and  their  affairs  as- 
sumed a  favourable  aspect  under  Zenobia, 
queen  of  Palmyra.  During  the  reign  of  this 
celebrated  princess,  they  flourished  in  every 
part  of  her  dominions ;  erected  superb  syna- 
gogues, and  were  exalted  to  the  highest  digni- 
ties. But,  after  this  heroine  was  subdued  by 
Aurelian,  they  retired  from  her  dominions  to 
Persia.! 

*  Basnage,  p.  531.  Ibid.  533. 
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Heiiosrabalus,  who  at  this  time  ascended  the  ^  i> 

^  ,  ,  218. 

throne,  had  been  circumcised,  and  abstained 
from  swine's  flesh.  He,  however,  erected  a 
superb  temple  in  honour  of  the  sun,  the  idol 
he  worshipped.  He  ordered  the  palladium, 
the  vestal  fire,  the  mother  of  the  gods,  and 
\vhatever  the  Romans  held  in  the  highest 
\'eneration,  to  be  conveyed  to  this  temple. 
Being  well  acquainted  with  the  tenets  of  the 
Samaritans  and  Jews,  he  intended  to  blend 
their  religious  rites  with  the  adoration  of  his 
deity.  The  unexpected  death  of  this  em- 
perour,  who  was  assassinated  by  his  soldiers, 
delivered  the  Jews,  who  never  would  have 
consented  to  adopt  his  religion,  from  the  fiery 
trial  which  awaited  them.^^ 

Alexander  Severus,  Vv^ho  succeeded  Heiio- 
gabalus,  highly  favoured  the  Jews,  correspond- 
ed with  them,  and  was  instructed  in  their  re- 
ligion. This  emperour  had  a  domestic  chapel, 
where  he  placed  the  statues  of  Abraham,  of 
Orpheus,  and  of  Christ.  He  was  desirous  of 
erecting  a  temple  to  Christ,  and  receiving  him 
into  the  number  of  gods.  His  object  was  by 
the  aid  of  the  Eclectic  philosophy  to  blend  the 
Pagan,  Jewish,  and  Christian  religions*! 

*  Basnsge,  p.  553. 
t  Basnage,  p.  532.    Gibbon's  Roman  Empire,  Vol.  II.  p.  305 
Vol.  I.  N 
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The  subsequent  Pagan  Roman  emperours 
continued  the  tranquillity  which  the  Jews  en- 
joyed. In  particular  Philip,  who  was  born  in 
Arabia,  where  they  carried  on  commercial  pur- 
suits, treated  them  with  the  greatest  indul- 
gence. And  it  does  not  appear,  that  they  were 
involved  in  any  of  the  violent  persecutions 
which  the  Christians  suffered  during  the 
reigns  of  Decius,  Valerian,  and  Dioclesian.* 

It  seems  from  the  preceding  account,  that 
the  Jews  enjoyed  intervals  of  tranquillity,  and 
were  treated  with  kindness  and  indulgence  by 
several  of  the  Pagan  emperours  of  Rome.  The 
numerous  remains  of  this  people,  though  they 
were  still  excluded  from  the  precincts  of  Jeru- 
salem, were  permitted  to  form  and  maintain 
considerable  establishments,  both  in  Italy,  and 
in  the  provinces ;    to  acquire  the  freedom  of 
Rome,  to  enjoy  municipal  honours,  and  to  ob- 
tain at  the  same  time,  an  exemption  from  the 
hard  and  burdensome  offices  of  society.     The 
moderation  of  the  Romans  gave  a  legal  sanc- 
tion to  the  forms  of  ecclesiastical  police  which 
were  instituted  by  the  vanquished  sect.     New 
synagogues  were  erected  in  the  principal  cities 
in  the  empire,  and  the  institutions  and  rites  of 
the  Mosaic  law  were  celebrated  in  the  most 
publick  and  solemn  manner,  f 

*  Basoage,p.  533.  f  Gibbon,  VoMI.  p.  337. 
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Alexander  Severus  and  his  successors  in 
particular  treated  the  Jews  with  great  clemency. 
But,  as  it  will  appear  in  the  following  parts  of 
this  history,  when  the  christian  princes  were  at 
the  head  of  the  Roman  empire,  they  did  not 
shew  so  much  indulgence  to  a  nation,  whom 
they  considered  as  the  inveterate  enemies  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

CHAP.  VI. 

State  of  tlie  Jews  under  Constantine  and  his  successors.  Tlie 
emperour  Julian  highly  favoured  this  people,  and  proposed  to 
assist  them  in  rebuilding  the  temple  of  Jerusalem.  Of  the  vast 
preparations  which  -were  made  for  this  purpose,  and  the  sup^ 
posed  miracle  "which  caused,  as  is  said,  his  design  to  be  aban- 
doned. 

In  the  fourth  century,  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant revolutions  took  place,  that  ever  was 
known  in  the  annals  of  mankind.  The  splen^ 
did  edifice  of  Pagan  superstition  was  subverted^ 
and  Christianity  established  under  Constantine 
the  great  and  his  successors.  During  the 
reign  of  this  monarch  the  city  of  Jerusalem, 
which  Adrian  called  Elia,  resumed  its  ancient 
name.  The  emperour  enlarged  and  beautifi- 
ed it  with  many  superb  buildings  and  church- 
es ;  and  his  pious  munificence  extended  to 
every  spot  which  had  been  consecrated  by  the 
footsteps  of  the  apostles  and  prophets^  and  of 
the  SonofGod.^ 

•  Gibbon,  Vol.  IV. 
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This  important  change  in  the  rehgion  of  the 
Roman  empire  did  not  prove  advantageous  to 
the  Jews.  Constantine,  in  the  commencement 
of  his  reign,  enacted  some  severe  laws,  which 
abridged  their  privileges.  Their  increasing 
numbers  and  prosperity  having  rendered  them 
insolent,  they  insulted  and  abused  those  who 
deserted  the  synagogue  and  embraced  Chris- 
tianity, The  emperour  charged  them  with 
stoning  and  burning  those  who  renounced 
their  religion  ;  and  condemned  them  and  all 
their  accomplices  to  suffer  the  same  punish- 
ment. He  also  forbade  them  to  make  prose- 
lytes under  the  severest  penalties  ;  and  gave 
liberty  to  all  the  slaves,  who  accused  their 
masters  of  having  circumcised  them,  or  w^ho 
professed  the  christian  religion.  He  further 
ordered,  that  they  should  be  obliged  to  serve 
at  all  publick  offices,  like  the  other  subjects  of 
the  empire,  from  which,  however,  he  exempt- 
ed the  patriarchs,  priests,  and  others,  who  of- 
ficiated at  the  synagogues,  schools,  &c.* 

The  council  of  Elvira  in  Spain,  which  is 
commonly  placed  in  the  reign  of  Constantine, 
prohibited  the  Christians,  who  had  been  in 
habits  of  social  intercourse  with  the  Jew^s,  fronj 
eating  with  them  in  future.  Though  the  pen- 
alty fell  onlv  on  the  Christians,  who  were  made 
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liable  to  excommunication,  it  subjected  the  un- 
happy Israelites  to  insults  and  contempt.  By 
another  decree  this  council  prohibited  the  pos- 
sessors of  land  to  permit  them  to  bless  the 
fruits  of  the  earth,*  because  their  benedictions 
would  render  those  of  the  Christians  useless. 
The  council  threatened  to  expel  from  the 
church  those,  who  refused  to  obey  these  or- 
ders, f 

During  the  reign  of  Constantine,  the  Jews 
were  numerous  in  Persia,  and  having  experi- 
enced great  kindness  and  liberality  from  many 
of  the  sovereigns  in  that  kingdom,  had  acquir-- 
ed  great  influence  at  court.  Emboldened  by 
their  prosperity,  and  stimulated  by  a  desire  of 
revenging  the  insults  and  indignities  they  suf- 
fered  in  the  Roman  empire,  they  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Magi  raised  a  bloody  persecu- 
tion against  the  eastern  Christians.  Many  were 
slaughtered  at  their  instigation,  their  churches 
demolished,  their  sacred  books  burnt^  and,  as 
the  persecution  was  long  as  well  as  bloody,  eve- 
ry trace  of  Christianity  was  nearly  obliterated.  J 

The  cruelty  of  the  Jews  did  not  long  re-  a.  s>. 
main  unpunished.    Constantius,  who  succeed-   ^^' 

'  *  The  Jews  iu  this  country  aj)pear  to  hare  heen  tenants  to  the 
Christians.  They  had  publick  prayers  in  their  synagogues  for  di» 
\'iue  blessings  on  their  gi'ounds. — Joriin's  Remarks  on  Eccksias- 
ileal  HistorVi  Vol.  II.  p.  294. 

t  Basnage,  p.  544.  ^  .Ibid,. 
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ed  his  father,  and  hated  this  people  on  accouni 
of  their  religion,  treated  them  with  the  utmost 
rigour.  During  his  reign  they  raised  an  in- 
surrection in  Diocaesarea  in  Palestine  in  or^ 
der  to  cooperate  with  the  Persians,  who  at 
the  same  time  invaded  the  Roman  empire,  and 
laid  siege  to  Nisibis.  The  emperour  sent  an 
army,  who  took  Judea  in  their  way  to  Persia, 
defeated  the  rebels,  and  destroyed  the  city.* 

Soon  after,  Constantius,  incensed  against  the 
Jewish  nation,  not  only  revived  the  laws  which 
had  been  enacted  against  them  in  the  for- 
mer reigns,  but  added  new  ones  still  more 
severe.  Every  Jew  that  married  a  Christian, 
circumcised  a  slave,  or  retained  any  who  were 
Christians,  was  punished  with  death.  The 
Jewish  patriarch,  who  was  still  permitted  to 
exercise  a  precarious  jurisdiction,  held  his  re- 
sidence at  Palestine ;  and  the  neighbouring 
cities  were  filled  with  a  people  who  fondly  ad- 
hered to  the  promised  land.  But  the  edict  of 
Adrian,  which  exiled  them  from  Jerusalem, 
was  renewed  and  enforced  ;  and  they  viewed 
from  afar  the  walls  of  the  holy  city,  which  was 
profaned  in  their  eyes  by  the  triumph  of  the 
cross,  and  the  devotion  of  the  Christians.f 

The  death  of   Constantius    delivered    the 
Jews  from  the  evils  they  endured.     Their  af- 

*  Basnage,  p.  544,  » 

t  Basnage.    Gibbon's  Roman  History,  Vol.  IV.  p.  99. 
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fairs  assumed  a  more  favourable  aspect,  wlien 
Julian,  styled  the  apostate,  was  elevated  to 
the  imperial  dignity.  As  it  was  his  determin- 
ed purpose  to  subvert  the  Christian,  and  re- 
store the  Pagan  worship,  his  aversion  to  the 
Christians  induced  him  to  treat  the  Jews  with 
distinguished  kindness  and  liberality.  He  al- 
lowed them  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion  ; 
and  exempted  them  from  the  heavy  taxes 
which  were  imposed  upon  them  by  his  pre- 
decessors. Emboldened  by  such  powerful 
protection,  they  assembled  in  several  cities  in 
Syria  and  Judea ;  demolished  the  churches, 
and  committed  other  outrages.  Their  exam- 
ple was  followed  by  their  brethren  in  Egypt, 
who  destroyed  the  finest  churchei  in  Alex- 
andria.^ 

Julian  established  the  Pagan  religion  by 
law ;  disqualified  the  Christians  from  bearing 
offices  in  the  state ;  fined  and  banished  their 
clergy  ;  forbade  them  to  teach  the  sciences  in 
the  publick  schools ;  imposed  a  tax  on  all 
who  refused  to  sacrifice  to  idols  ;  and  in  short 
used  every  method  that  human  ingenuity  could 
invent,  to  destroy  the  christian  religion.  But 
finding  his  attempts  baffled  by  the  inflexible 
firmness  of  the  Christians,  he  formed  the  fa- 
mous design  of  rebuilding  the  temple  of  Je- 

*  Basaj^e,  p.  546r 
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rusalem.  Its  final  destruction  had  been  fore- 
told by  Christ  and  the  prophets  ;  and  it  was  as 
he  innagined,  reserved  for  him  to  falsify  their 
predictions  ;  and  he  meant  to  have  converted 
the  success  of  his  undertaking  into  a  specious 
argument  against  the  faith  of  prophecy  and 
truth  of  revelation.^ 

In  pursuance  of  his  general  design  of  op- 
posing revelation  to  itself  by  setting  one  sect 
against  another,  the  emperour  addressed  a 
publick  epistle  to  the  nation  or  community  of 
the  Jews,  dispersed  throughout  the  provinces. 
In  this  letter  he  honours  the  patriarch  with  the 
title  of  brother.  He  compassionates  their  mis- 
fortunes, praises  their  constancy,  declares  him- 
self their  gracious  protector,  and  concludes 
with  a  promise,  that,  if  he  should  return  vic- 
torious from  the  Persian  war,  he  would  re- 
build Jerusalem,  and  pay  his  grateful  vows  to 
the  deity  in  that  holy  place. f 

The  prospect  of  an  immediate  and  impor- 
tant advantage  w^ould  not  suffer  the  impatient 
monarch  to  await  the  remote  and  uncertain 
event  of  a  Persian  war.  He  resolved  to  erect 
a  stately  temple  on  the  commanding  summit 
of  Moriah ;  to  establish  an  order  of  priests, 
whose  interested  zeal  would  detect  the  arts, 
and  resist  the  ambition  of  their  christian  ri- 

*  Basnage,  p.  546.  f  Warburton's  Julian.. 
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\'alb  ;  and  to  invite  a  numerous  colonv  of  Jews, 
\vhosc  stern  fanaticism  would  be  ahvay  s  prepar- 
ed to  second,  and  even  anticipate  the  hostile 
measures  of  the  Pagan  government.* 

For  this  purpose,  the  emperour  assigned 
immense  sums  out  of  the  publick  revenue ; 
and  committed  the  superintcndency  of  the 
plan  to  Alypus,  his  intimate  friend,  whose 
aversion  to  Christianity  was  congenial  to  his 
own.  This  minister,  having  obtained  the 
strenuous  support  of  the  govcrnour  of  Pales- 
tine, provided  immense  quantities  of  materials, 
and  large  numbers  of  workmen.  To  use  the 
words  of  a  celebrated  author,  "At  the  call 
of  their  great  deliverer,  the  Jews  from  all  the 
provinces  of  the  empire  assembled  on  the 
holv  mountain  of  their  fathers ;  and  their  in- 
Solent  triumph  alarmed  and  exasperated  the 
.christian  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem.  The  de- 
sire of  rebuilding  the  temple  has  in  every  age 
been  the  ruling  passion  of  the  children  of 
Israel.  In  this  propitious  moment,  the  men 
forgot  their  avarice,  and  the  women  their  deli- 
cacy ;  spades  and  pick-axes  of  silver  were 
provided  by  the  vanity  of  the  rich,  and  the 
rubbish  transported  in  m.antles  of  silk  and 
purple.  Every  purse  was  opened  in  liberal 
contributions,  every  hand  claimed  a  share  in 

*  Gibbon,  Vol.  IV.  jp.  105.    W'arburton's  Julian. 
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the  pious  labour,  and  the  commands  of  a  great, 
monarch  were  executed  by  tlie  enthusiasm  of 
a  whole  people."^ 
"^36?  ^^  ^^^^  occasion,  however,  the  power  of 
Julian,  who  had  all  the  resources  of  the  em- 
pire at  his  command,  and  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  Jews  were  unsuccessful  ;  it  is  attested 
by  several  respectable  writers,  that  while  the 
workmen  were  digging  up  the  foundations  of 
the  temple,  terrible  earthquakes  and  balls  of 
fire  broke  forth,  which  obliged  them  to  desist, 
and  caused  a  total  suppression  of  the  work.t 
The  most  unexceptionable  testimony  to  this 
extraordinary  fact  is  that  of  Ammianus  Mar- 
cellinus,  a  celebrated  Pagan  historian,  who  was 
a  friend  and  admirer  of  Julian.  This  writer, 
in  his  history  of  his  own  times,  has  thus  re- 
corded the  obstacles  which  interposed  to  in- 
terrupt the  restoration  of  the  temple  of  Jeru- 
salem :  "  Whilst  Alypus,  assisted  by  the  gov- 
ernour  ofthe  province,  urged  with  vigour  and 
diligence  the  execution  of  the  work,  horrible 
balls  of  fire,  breaking  out  near  the  foundations 
with  frequent  and  reiterated  attacks,  rendered 
the  place  from  time  to  time  inaccessible  to 
the  scorched  and  blasted  workmen ;  and  the 
victorious  element  continuing  in  this  manner 
obstinately  and  resolutely  bent,  as  it  were  to 

*  Gibfaen,  Vol,  IV.  p.  106.^         t  Basnage,  p.  546 
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diive  them  to  a  distance,  the  undertaking  was 
relinquished."* 

This  wonderful  event  is  also  attested  with 
some  variations!  by  Ambrose,  Chr}  sostom, 
and  Gregory  Nazianzen,  cotemporary  chris- 
tian writers,  the  last  of  whom  published  his 
accovmt  of  the  miracle  before  the  expiration 
of  the  same  year,  and  has  boldly  declared, 
that  this  preternatural  event  was  not  disputed 
by  the  infidels.  The  subsequent  writers,  who 
relate  this  extraordinary  fact,  are  the  histori- 
ans Socrates,  Sozomen,  and  Theodoret.f 

In  latter  times  the  truth  of  this  miracle  has 
been  maintained  by  some  writers  of  high  re- 
putation in  the  republick  of  letters ;  particu- 
larly the  learned  bishop  Warburton,  who  has 
published  an  ingenious  treatise  in  order  to 
prove  the  miraculous  interposition  of  provi- 
dence in  defeating  the  attempt  to  rebuild  the 
temple  of  Jerusalem. 

In  defence  of  the  truth  of  this  miraculous 
interposition,  it  has  been  alleged,  that  it  dif- 
fers from  the  pretended  miracles  of  those  days, 
that  it  was  not  wrought  to  serve  a  party.  No 
sect  could  claim  any  honour  or  credit  from 

*  Ammianua  MarcelUaus,  Lib.  23    Chap.  I.  p.  380. 

f  All,  howev.r,  agree  m  the  principal  points. 
±  See  Warburtoa's  Julian^  and  Jbrtin's  Kemarkc;. 
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it;  but  it  was  performed  by  providence  for 
the  credit  of  Christianity,  and  to  serve  the 
common  cause  against  Judaism  and  Pagan- 
ism.*^ 

Others,  particularly  Mr.  Basnage  and  Dr. 
Lardner,  have  expressed  their  doubts  respect- 
ing the  truth  of  this  miracle.f  The  latter  of 
these  writers  judiciously  observes,  ''Julian's 
intention  (or  desire  at  least)  to  rebuild  the 
city  of  Jerusalem  and  the  Jewish  temple,  was 
never  accomplished,  but  was  frustrated  and 
defeated.  Whether  it  was  owing  to  miracu- 
lous interposition,  or  to  his  expensive  prepa- 
rations for  the  Persian  war,  and  other  circum- 
stances of  his  affairs,  and  to  his  defeat  and 
death  in  that  war,  the  overruling  providence  of 
God  ought  to  be  acknowledged  in  the  event ; 
and  the  argument  for  the  truth  of  the  chris- 
tian religion,  taken  from  the  fulfillment  of  our 
Saviour's  prediction  in  the  destruction  of  Je- 
rusalem, and  the  overthrow  of  the  Jewish 
people  by  Vespasian  and  Titus,  and  their 
continued  dispersion,  remains  in  all  its  force.  "J 

*  Jortin's  Remarks,  Vol.  II  p.  327. 

f  The  reader  is  referred  to  Basnage's  History  of  the  Jews,  and 
to  Vol.  Vni.  of  Lardner's  Jewish  and  Heathen  Testimonies, 
for  the  reasons  on  which  they  ground  theirdisbelief  of  this  miracle. 

t-  Lardner's  Jewish  and  Heathea  Testimonies,  Vol.  VHI.  p.  39#^ 
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CHAP.   VII. 

State  of  the  Jews  under  Valentinian  and  Valens.  During  the  reign 
of  Theodosius  they  insult  the  Christians  at  the  feast  of  Purim. 
Edicts  of  Theodosius  H.  A  false  Messiah  appears  in  Candia. 
Tumult  in  Alexandria.  Violent  beliaviour  of  Cyril,  bishop  of 
that  city.  Jews  in  the  west  favoured  by  Honorious.  Reputed 
conversion  of  those  in  Minorca.  Suppression  of  the  Jewish  pa- 
triarchs. State  of  the  Jews  after  the  eruption  of  the  barbarous 
nations  into  the  Roman  empire. 

The  reign  of  Jovian,  who  succeeded  Julian,  ^  ^ 
was  too  short  to  affect  any  material  alteration  in  ^^^'• 
the  condition  of  the  Jews.  Valentinian,  who, 
under  the  reign  of  an  apostate,  had  signalized 
his  zeal  for  the  honour  of  Christianity,  granted  a 
general  toleration  to  his  subjects.  The  Pa- 
gans, the  Jews,  and  all  the  various  sects  which 
acknowledged  the  divine  authority  of  Christ, 
were  protected  by  the  laws  from  arbitrary  pow- 
er and  popular  insult.  He  prohibited  the  Jew- 
ish synagogues  from  being  profaned,  plunder- 
ed, and  demolished.  Under  his  reign  and  that 
of  Valens,  the  Jewish  patriarchs  were  restored 
to  the  enjoyment  of  all  their  privileges.  How- 
ever, Valens  deprived  this  people  of  one  great 
advantage,  by  revoking  the  decree  which  had 
exempted  them  from  publick  offices.* 

The  Jews  enjoyed  a  peaceable  interval 
during  the  reigns  of  Gratian,  Theodosius,  and 
Arcadius.     Theodosius  I.  granted  them  par- 

*  Basnage,  p.  54r» 
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ticular  jurisdiction ;  and  besides  their  civil  and 
publick  judge,  they  had  the  power  of  electing 
officers  and  magistrates  of  their  own  persua- 
sion. They  possessed  also  authority  to  exe- 
cute the  decrees,  which  were  passed  respecting 
the  religion  and  discipline  of  their  brethren. 
The  tranquillity  which  they  enjoyed  under  The- 
odosius  was,  however,  disturbed  by  some  big- 
otted  Christians,  who  caused  one  of  their  syna- 
gogues to  be  burnt ;  but  upon  complaint  be- 
ing made  to  the  emperour,  he  ordered  it  to  be 
rebuilt.  St.  Ambrose,  it  is  said,  justified  the 
outrage,  and  was  highly  offended  with  the  em- 
perour  for  protecting  an  unbelieving  nation."^ 
During  the  reign  of  Theodosius  II.  the  lib- 
eral treatment  which  the  Jews  had  long  expe- 
rienced emboldened  them  to  offer  an  insult  to 
the  established  religion.  Being  assembled  to 
celebrate  the  feast  of  Purim,  instead  of  hang- 
ing a  figure  of  Haman  on  a  high  gibbet,  as 
had  been  their  common  custom,  they  presum- 
ed to  fix  it  on  a  cross,  and  with  their  usual  exe- 
crations burnt  the  cross  and  the  figure.  The 
emperour  being  apprized  of  their  insolent  be- 
haviour, prohibited  their  erecting  and  burning 
such  gibbets,  under  the  penalty  of  being  de- 
prived of  all  their  privileges.  The  Jews  gen- 
erally obeyed  ;    but  those   of  Macedon    and 

*  Basnage,  p.  547.     Jortin's  Remarks  orj  Ecclesiastical  History. 
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Dacia  continued  their  insults  of  this  kind ; 
which  the  christian  magistrates  retaUated  by 
burning  their  houses  and  synagogues,  and  put- 
ting their  leaders  to  death.* 

In  order  to  suppress  these  disorders,  the  em-  a.  t> 
perour  issued  an  edict,  forbidding  the  Chris- 
tians to  burn  the  synagogues,  and  the  Jews  to 
offer  insults  to  the  established  religion.  About 
three  years  after,  those  of  Inmestar,  a  city  in 
Chalcis,  being  inflamed  with  wine  at  the  feast 
of  Purim,t  fastened  a  young  Christian  to  a  gib- 
bet, who  died  in  consequence  of  their  cruel 
treatment.  The  Christians,  exasperated  at  this 
conduct,  took  arms,  and  the  Jews  being  nu- 
merous in  that  country,  a  bloody  engagement 
ensued,  in  which  many  of  both  parties  were 
killed.  At  length  the  governour  of  the  pro- 
vince was  ordered  by  the  eraperour  to  punish 
the  instigators  of  these  disorders,  and  an  end 
was  put  to  the  tumult.  J 

The  Christians,  however,  still  continued  to 
plunder  and  burn  their  synagogues,  and  appro- 
priate their  goods  to  the  use  of  the  church, 
particularly  at  Antioch,  Vv^here  the  Jews  were 

*  Basnage,  p.  550, 
jf  The  Jews  celebrate  the  feast  of  Purim  by  di'inking;  much  wine, 
because  they  say  by  means  of  a  wine  banquet  Esther  rcade  the 
king  so  good  humoured,  that  he  was  induced  to  grant  her  I'equest— 
Prideaiix's  Connection. 

+  Basnage,  p.  151. 
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numerous  and  affluent.  Upon  complaint  be- 
ing made  to  Theodosius,  he  ordered  the  peo- 
ple to  restore  what  they  had  taken,  and  erect 
new  synagogues.  But  he  was  induced  to  re- 
peal this  equitable  act  at  the  instigation  of  the 
famed  saint  in  the  air,  Simon  Stylites,*  who 
was  in  high  esteem  with  the  clergy,  and  ex^ 
erted  all  the  influence  he  had  acquired  by  the 
fame  of  his  sanctity,  to  prevent  restitution  be- 
ing made.  After  Theodosius  had  revoked  his 
orders,  the  Christians  of  Antioch  and  the 
neighbouring  provinces  were  emboldened  to 
commit  new  acts  of  violence  against  the  Jews. 
The  emperour  was  obliged  in  425  to  publish 
an  explanation  of  his  former  edicts,  in  order  to 
suppress  the  cruelty  and  injustice,  which  the 
revocation  of  his  late  decree  caused  the  bigotted 
people  to  inflict  upon  this  unhappy  nation. 
^32.  '^^^  Jews  were  numerous  in  the  island  of 
Candia,  and  had  acquired  wealth.  About 
this  time  an  impostor  appeared,  who  pretended 
to  be  a  second  Moses,  sent  to  deliver  his  peo- 
ple. He  promised  to  divide  the  sea,  and  afford 
them  a  safe  passage  through  it  to  their  own 

*  Simon  was  a  Syrian,  who  derived  his  appellation  from  his 
living  on  the  top  of  a  pillar,  where  he  is  said  to  have  continued 
thirty  seven  years.  This  fanatick  had  thus  acquired  a  most  shining 
reputation,  and  attracted  the  veneration  of  aU  about  him.  It  has 
been  said,  that  the  emperour  wrote  a  polite  letter  to  him  in  which 
lie  styles  him  the  holy  martyr  in  the  air. — Basna^e^  p.  551. 
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land.  During  one  year  he  passed  through 
every  town  and  village  in  the  island,  and  per- 
suaded his  countrjanen  to  meet  him  on  the 
day,  and  at  the  place  appointed.  Thej  col-. 
lected  as  much  of  their  effects  as  they  were 
able  to  carry,  and  having  assembled  with  their 
wives  and  children,  he  led  them  to  the  top  of  a 
rock,  and  commanded  them  to  cast  themselves 
into  the  sea.  The  men,  with  unshaken  faith, 
instantly  obeyed,  and  the  women  and  children 
followed  with  equal  ardour.  Many  were 
drowned  ;  others  were  saved  by  christian  fish- 
ermen. They  became  sensible  of  their  infatu- 
ation, and  endeavoured  to  seize  the  impostor ; 
but  he  had  the  address  to  elude  the  search, 
which  led  them  to  suspect  that  he  was  the  de-^ 
vil.  Ashamed  of  their  blind  credulity,  many 
were  induced  to  embrace  the  profession  o£ 
Christianity.* 

The  city  of  Alexandria  was  computed  ta  a.  d^ 
contain  about  one  hundred  thousand  Jews, 
who  had  early  distinguished  themselves  by 
their  dexterity  in  trade,  and  like  the  other 
Egyptians  were  mutinous  and  seditious.  At 
this  time  they  appear  to  have  been  greatly  re- 
laxed in  the  strictness  of  their  religious  habits  ; 
and  a  number  of  them,  instead  of  attending  the.' 

*  Basnage,  p.  551, 
0  2 
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synagogues  on  the  sabbath,  chose  to  be  pre- 
sent at  the  pubUck  diversions,  which  were  ex- 
hibited on  that  day.  On  these  occasions  fre- 
quent dissensions  took  place  between  them  and 
the  Christians,  which  seldom  terminated  with- 
out bloodshed.  Cyril,  the  bishop  of  the  city, 
was  ardent  in  the  prosecution  of  heresy,  and 
entertained,  in  particular,  an  extreme  aversion 
against  the  Jews,  whom  he  threatened  with  ec- 
clesiastical execution.  But  confiding  in  the 
protection  of  Orestes,  the  governour  of  Alex- 
andria, who  was  their  friend  and  patron,  they 
despised  the  menaces  of  the  bishop. 

An  altercation  having  taken  place  with  the 
Christians,  the  Jews  resolved  to  attack  them  in 
the  middle  of  the  night.  For  this  purpose  they 
despatched  several  persons  through  the  streets 
of  the  city,  who  exclaimed,  that  the  principal 
church  was  in  flames.  Alarmed  at  this  out- 
cry, the  Christians  came  hastily  out  unarmed ; 
and  the  Jews,  who  distinguished  them  by  some 
peculiar  marks,  immediately  attacked  them, 
and  many  were  slain  in  this  tumult.*  Exas- 
perated at  this  outrage,  Cyril,  without  waiting 
for  a  legal  sentence,  led  a  seditious  multitude 
to  the  attack  of  the  synagogues,  which  they  lev- 
elled with  the  ground.     They  then  entered  the 

*  Basnage,  p.  551. 
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houses,  and,,  without  making  any  distinction 
bet\\^een  the  guilty  and  the  innocent,  plundered 
tliem  of  all  their  goods,  which  were  appropri- 
ated to  the  use  of  the  church.  They  next 
compelled  the  remnant  of  the  unbelieving  na- 
tion to  abandon  the  city  almost  naked,  and 
Alexandria  was  impoverished  by  the  loss  of  an 
industrious  and  wealthy  colony.* 

Orestes  was  enraged  at  this  infringement  upon 
his  authority.  The  people  also  declared  against 
the  proceedings  of  the  bishop,  and  endeavour- 
ed to  persuade  him  to  submit  to  the  governour. 
But  he  resolutely  refused,  and,  taking  the  gos- 
pel in  his  hand,  endeavoured  to  intimidate  him 
to  a  reconciliation.  Upon  finding  Orestes  in- 
flexible, he  commanded  a  regiment  of  monks,t 
amounting  to  fifteen  hundred,  to  descend  from 
the  mountains,  and  attack  him  in  his  chariot. 
Accordingly,  having  first  reviled,  they  assault- 
ed and  dangerously  wounded  him.  His  life, 
however,  w^as  preserved  by  the  people,  who 
repaired  to  his  assistance,  rescued  him  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  monks,  and  compelled  them 
to  provide  for  their  safety  by  flight.  After  the 
tumult  was  appeased,  Orestes  caused  Ammo- 

*  Basnage,  p.  532. 

f  Cyril  kept  a  standing  army  of  dragoons,  namely,  the  Egyptian 
monks  and  Alexandi-ian  ecclesiasticks,  who  Avere  always  ready  to 
fight  his  battles. — Jortiii^s  Remarks  on  Ecclesiastical  History,  Vol 
III.  p.  106. 
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nius,  the  principal  ofFender,  to  be  put  to  death, 
and  sent  an  account  of  the  whole  transaction  to 
his  court.  Cyril,  also  wrote  to  the  emperour 
to  justify  his  conduct ;  and  in  his  next  sermon 
declared  Ammonius  a  martyr  in  the  cause  of 
Christianity.* 

The  indiscreet  zeal  of  Cyril  produced  a  new 
commotion  in  which  many  persons  lost  their 
lives  ;  and  an  atrocious  murder  gave  addition- 
al horrours  to  this  sedition.  Hypatia,  daughter 
of  Theon,  a  celebrated  astronomer,  publickly 
taught  philosophy  in  the  Platonic  school  at 
Alexandria,  where  her  father  had  presided. 
This  lady,  who  was  eminently  distinguished 
for  her  virtue,  talents,  and  learning,  had  obtain- 
ed great  celebrity,  and  attracted  a  crowded 
audience.  Orestes  was  in  the  habit  of  con- 
sulting her  in  all  difficult  cases,  and  paid  great 
deference  to  her  judgment.  She  was,  how- 
ever, a  Pagan,  and  being  suspected  of  hinder- 
ing a  reconciliation  between  the  governour  and 
Cyril,  was  assaulted  by  the  fanatical  populace, 
and  barbarously  assassinated  before  one  of  the 
christian  churches.  It  is  even  said,  that  Cyril, 
who  detested  her  religion,  who  was  jealous  of 
her  reputation,  and  suspected  her  of  taking  an 

*  Basnage,  p.  556.     Jortia's  Remarks  on  Ecclesiastieal  History, 
Vol.  HI.  p.  106. 
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active  part  against  him,  instigated  his  followers 
to  put  her  to  death.* 

While  the  bishop  of  Alexandria  exhibited  ^ .  d. 
this  intolerant  spirit,  a  Roman  monarch  dis- 
played the  liberality  of  a  more  enlightened 
period.  The  Jews  in  the  west,  under  the  pro- 
tection of  Honorius,  enjoyed  the  full  exercise 
of  their  religion.  This  emperour  enacted  a 
law,  which  exhibited  his  generous  and  ex- 
tensive views,  importing  that  the  real  glory  of 
a  prince  consisted  in  allowing  all  his  subjects 
of  different  religious  sentiments,  the  full  and 
peaceable  enjoyment  of  all  their  rights  and 
privileges.  Agreeably  to  this  decree,  he  ex- 
pressly prohibited  the  destruction  of  syna- 
gogues, and  the  appropriation  of  them  to  any 
other  purposes.  He  also  gave  orders,  that  they 
should  not  be  compelled  to  violate  the  sabbath 
on  account  of  their  publick  services,  alleging 
that  the  rest  of  the  week  was  sufficient  for  sec- 
ular purposes.     He  disapproved  of  the  unjust 

*  Basnage,  p.  553. 

Dupin  and  some  other  ecclesiastical  wiuters  endeavour  to  vin- 
dicate Cyril,  and  clear  him  from  being  concerned  in  the  murder. 
But  a  learned  writer  observes,  "if  there  be  not  sufficient  evi- 
dence to  condemn  him  as  author  of  the  murder,  neither  is  there 
room  to  acquit  him.  If  he  was  innocent  he  should  at  least  have 
excommunicated  those  who  were  concerned  in  this  vile  assassina- 
tion ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  this  was  done ;  and  neither  Soc- 
rates nor  Valerius  have  said  one  word  in  his  vindicatioa-"— /or- 
pin's Remarks^  Vol.  III.  p.  155. 
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calumnies  which  were  raised  against  this  peo- 
ple ;  and  commanded  the  governours  of  pro^ 
vinces  to  do  them  justice  by  resisting  all  the 
encroachments  which  had  been,  and  should  in 
future  be  made  upon  their  privileges.  He  also 
allowed  them  to  retain  Christians  in  their  ser- 
vice, provided  they  left  them  at  entire  liberty 
to  fulfil  the  duties  of  their  religion.*  On  the 
other  hand,  to  prevent  the  Jews  from  abusing 
then*  liberty,  the  emperour  prohibited  their 
building  new  synagogues,  and  making  prose- 
lytes ;  and  deprived  them  of  some  offices! 
w^hich  they  formerly  enjoyed  in  the  empire. 
'\^^-  The  celebrated  but  disputed  conversion  of 
the  Jews  in  Minorca,  is  said  to  have  taken 
place  in  the  fifth  centuiy.  There  w^ere  t^vo 
considerable  towns  in  this  island ;  and  the  He- 
brews were  interdicted  from  that,  in  which  the 
christian  bishop  resided.  It  is  even  related, 
that  those  who  presumed  to  enter  it  were  gen- 
erally punished  with  sudden  and  miraculous 
death.  The  other  was  chiefly  inhabited  by 
the  Jews  who,  under  Honorius,  enjoyed  very 
considei-able  and  lucrative  offices.  Theodo- 
sius,  president  of  the  synagogue,  and  doctor 

*  Basnage,  p.  557. 
•{■   The  Jevs  xrere  admitted  into  the  Roman  troops  for  four 
centuries ;    they  continued  on  the  same  footing  till  the  emperour 
Honorius  thought  proper  to  declare  them  incapable  of  military  set' 
rice."— Creg-oire^s  Essat/  on  the  Reformation  of  the  Jews. 
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of  the  law,  was  the  principal  person  in  the 
island.  Severus,  the  bishop,  was  persuaded 
by  Orosius,  who  had  lately  returned  from  Jeru- 
salem, loaded  with  miraculous  relics,  to  at- 
tempt their  conversion.  They  began  with 
private,  and  proceeded  to  publick  conference 
in  the  synagogue.  The  Christians,  being  ap- 
prized that  the  Jewish  women  intended  to  as- 
sault them,  provided  for  their  defence.  A  tu- 
mult ensued,  in  which  the  synagogue  was  de- 
stroyed. It  is  said,  hovv'ever,  that  the  bishop 
exhibited  such  a  number  of  miracles,  that  their 
principal  men  were  induced  to  relent,  and  in 
the  course  of  eight  days  the  greatest  part  of 
the  Jews  were  converted  to  the  christian  faith, 
and  their  synagogue  to  a  church.  But  some, 
who  continued  obstinate  and  intractable,  con- 
cealed themselves  in  caverns,  till  hunger  com- 
pelled them  to  quit  their  retreats  ;  others,  le^iV- 
ing  their  property  behind  them,  sought  an  asy- 
lum in  foreign  countries.  These  facts  clearly 
demonstrate  that  compulsory  means  had  been 
used  to  eifect  a  conversion.* 

The  Jews  sustained  a  severe  affliction  in  the  a.  b. 
fifth  century,  by  the  office  of  patriarch,  which    ^^' 
had  kept  up  a  centre  of  unity  among  them,  be- 
ing  abolished  by  the  im.perial  law.      Those 
chiefs  were  supported  by  taxes  levied  upon 

*Basnage,  p.  558.    Modern  Universal  History,  Vol.  XHI. 
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the  Jewish  people,  which,  at  length,  became 
so  exorbitant,  that  they  applied  to  the  civil 
power  for  relief.  Instead,  however,  of  obtain- 
ing redress,  they  had  the  mortification  of  see- 
ing the  tribute  converted  to  the  emperour's 
use ;  and  as  there  was  no  income  to  support 
the  dignity,  it  became  extinct.  After  this  pe- 
riod the  western  Jews  were  solely  under  the 
direction  of  the  chiefs  of  the  synagogues, 
whom  they  called  Primates.* 

The  fifth  century  was  remarkable  for  the 
eruption  of  the  barbarous  nations  upon  the 
western  empire.  Yet  the  Jews  only  partici- 
pated in  the  calamities  which  usually  attend 
great  revolutions.  Under  the  Vandals  they 
were  allowed  the  free  exercise  of  their  religion, 
and  on  the  payment  of  tribute  were  permitted 
the  freedom  of  commerce.  One  of  the  effects 
of  the  invasion  was  the  destruction  of  trade, 
which  those  barbarians,  who  delighted  in  war, 
held  in  little  estimation.  Commerce  was  there- 
fore transferred  to  a  people,  who  were  generally 
treated  with  ignominy  and  contempt,  and  pre- 
cluded from  enjoying  titular  dignities,  and  civil 
and  military  ofiices.f 

*  Theodosius  and  Valentinian  deprived  the  patriarchs  of  their 
office,  and  applied  the  taxes  which  were  levied  for  their  support  to 
the  imperial  treasury.     Honorius  also  published,  at  the  end  of  the 
fourth  century  a  law  upon  the  same  subject. — Basnage^p.  556. 
t  Basna§e,  p.  560.    Anderson  on  Commerce, 
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•  After  the  Goths  obtained  possession  of  Italy, 
the  Jews  continued  to  be  protected  by  those 
barbarous  kings.  Theodoret,  in  particular, 
deserves  high  commendation  for  the  liberality 
of  his  conduct.  During  his  reign,  the  Jews 
had  formed  establishments  at  Naples,  Rome, 
Milan,  and  Genoa,  for  the  benefit  of  trade,  and 
under  the  sanction  of  the  laws.  Yet  their  per- 
sons were  insulted  ;  their  effects  pillaged  by 
the  populace  of  Ravenna  and  Rome,  upon 
the  most  frivolous,  or  extravagant  pretensions. 
Theodoret  endeavoured  to  rectify  these  abus- 
es ;  he  defended  them  against  the  christian 
Zealots,  and  forbade  any  compulsory  measures 
to  be  employed  for  their  conversion.  He  re- 
proved the  senate  for  suffering  one  of  their 
synagogues  to  be  burnt  at  Rome ;  and  the 
clergy  of  Milan  for  attempting  to  seize  upon 
another.*  When  the  citizens  of  Genoa  de- 
prived them  of  the  privileges  which  they  had 
for  a  long  time  enjoyed  among  them,  they 
sought  redress  from  Theodoret,  who  permitted 
them  to  rebuild  their  synagogues,  and  restored 
to  them  the  free  exercise  of  their  civil  and  re- 
ligious rights.  Thus  the  Jews  concluded  the 
fifth  century  in  the  Roman  empire ;  though 
they  had  frequently  suffered  from  the  violent 

*  Basnage,  p.  561.    Gibbon,  Vol.  V.  p.  29. 
Vol.  I.  P 
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tumiilts  and  animosities  of  the  people  ;  yet  the 
authority  of  their  sovereigns  enabled  them  to 
preserve  some  of  their  most  important  priv- 


ileges.* 


CHAP.  VIIL 

Of  the  Jewish  academies  ia  the  east.  Rabbi  Asce  begins  to  com- 
pile  the  Talmud  of  Babylon.  An  account  of  the  Masora.  Per- 
secution of  the  Jews  iu  Persia  during  the  fifth  and  sixth  cen- 
tury. Of  the  Sebureans  and  Gaons,  State  of  the  Jews  imder 
the  Persian  monarchs.  Their  attempt  upon  Tyre.  Of  their 
state  in  the  west.  Justinian's  edicts  against  tliem.  Appearance 
of  a  false  Messiah.  Revolt  in  Cesarea.  The  Jews  assist  the 
Goths  against  Justinian.  They  raise  an  insurrection  in  Antioch. 
Conyersion  of  those  in  tlie  island  of  Cyprus. 

The  Jewish  academies  in  the  east  were  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  fifth  century  in  a  flou- 
rishing condition,  under  the  direction  of  rabbi 
Asce,  who  was  eminently  distinguished  for 
his  talents  and  learning.  He  was  born  at  Sora 
in  Babylon,  and  at  the  early  age  of  fourteen 
was  chosen  president  of  the  celebrated  acade- 
my in  that  city,  which  office  he  enjoyed  sixty 
years*     He  died  in  427. 

After  having  taught  with  the  highest  repu- 
tation forty  years,  he  began  a  collection  of  the 
sayings,  debates,  and  decisions  of  the  rabbis 
from  the  time  of  Judah  the  saint  to  the  period 
in  which  he  lived.  He  arranged  thirty  five 
books ;  but  his  death  prevented  his  completing 

*  Basnage,  p.  561.     Gibbon,  Vol.  V.  p.  29. 
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the  work.  However,  it  was  at  length  finished 
by  his  disciples,  and  styled  the  Talmud  of 
Babylon.*  This  collection,  like  the  Talmud 
of  Jerusalem,  comprises  the  Misna,  which  is 
the  text,  and  is  common  to  both;  and  the 
Gemara  or  commentary,  which  is  called  the 
completion.  The  Jews  entertain  the  highest 
^-eneration  for  this  work  ;f  a  learned  waiter  of 
their  nation  styles  it,  "  a  complete  system  of  all 
their  learning,  and  a  comprehensive  rule  of  all 
the  practical  parts  of  their  laws  and  religion. "J 

Rabbi  Asce  left  a  son  called  Huna,  and  two 
celebrated  disciples,  who  were  to  have  finished 
the  Babylonian  Talmud.  But  the  work  was  re- 
tarded by  a  violent  persecution  w^hich  raged  in 

*  It  is  so  called  from  its  being  the  production  of  the  Babylonian 
schools,  as  the  Talmud  of  Jerusalem  derives  its  name  from  its  being 
compiled  for  the  Jews  in  Palestine.  This  consists  of  the  Misna  of 
Judah  the  saint,  and  the  Gemara  of  Jochanan.  The  Talmud  of 
Babylon  consists  of  the  same  Misna,  with  the  Gemara  of  rabbi  Asce. 
On  the  subject  of  these  Gemaras,  a  distinguished  Jew  has  remarked, 
that  "being  nothing  more  than  a  collection  of  sentirnentSj  parables, 
and  legal  determinations  of  the  several  great  men  of  their  schools 
at  different  times,  the  two  Gemaras  may  be  considered  as  one,, 
and  the  Babylonish  only  a  continuation  of  the  Jerusalem.  It  is 
true,  however,  says  he,  the  former  is  that  intended  to  be  designated 
by  the  generic  expression  of  Talmud  ;  but  only  because,  as  being 
later  and  more  com.plete  than  that  of  Jerusalem,  it  comprises  the 
last." — Adams'  Religioiis  World  displayed.  Vol.  I.  p.  S3. 

f  It  has  even  been  said,  that  though  they  affirm  the  Scriptui-e, 
the  Misna  and  Gemara  to  be  equally  of  divine  authority,  they 
compare  the  Scripture  to  v/atei',  the  Misna  to  wine,  and  the  Ge- 
mara to  the  choicest  ^vine. — JBasnage,  p.  1G8. 

-     \  David  Levi's  Ceremonies  X)i  the  Jews,  p.  ciO. 
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Persia  against  the  Jewish  nation,  and  which  is 
said  to  have  continued  seventy  three  years. 
The  synagogues  were  shut,  the  observation  of 
the  sabbath  prohibited,  and  the  schools  and 
chapels  given  to  the  Magi.  Huna,  who  was 
then  the  Jewish  chief,  and  his  two  disciples 
were  imprisoned,  and  suffered  death  with  as- 
tonishing constancy.  But  the  youthful  part 
of  the  community,  being  more  attached  to  the 
pleasures  of  life,  were  easily  induced  to  apos- 
tatize from  their  religion  ;  and  their  example 
was  followed  by  a  general  defection  in  Israel*^ 

The  compilation  of  the  Talmud  was,  how- 
ever, resumed  by  the  learned  men  of  the  na- 
tion, and  it  is  generally  supposed,  that  it  was 
completed  in  the  sixth  century.  This  work 
was  received  with  high  applause  by  the  Jews, 
who  agreed  that  no  addition  or  diminution 
should  be  made  to  it  for  the  future.  But  a 
ne^v  order  of  doctors  arose,  called  Sebureans 
or  Sceptics,  who  professed  to  doubt  of  every 
thing,  and  opposed  the  infallibility,  which  their' 
brethren  attributed  to  the  Talmud,  f 

After  the  Jews  had  lost  their  existence  as  a 
nation,  they  were  solicitous  to  preserve  the 
purity  and  integrity  of  their  sacred  books. 
For  this  purpose  a  number  of  learned  rabbis 
compiled  a  work,  styled  the  Masora,  in  which 

*  Basnage,  p,  562.  t  ^^'*^' 
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they  first  fixed  the  true  reading  of  the  Hebrew 
text  by  vowels  and  accents  ;  and,  secondly, 
numbered  not  only  the  chapters  and  sections, 
but  even  the  verses,  words,  and  letters  of  the 
Old  Testament.  A  late  learned  writer  has 
styled  this  work  "  the  most  stupendous  mon- 
ument in  the  whole  history  of  literature,  of 
minute  and  persevering  labour."*  The  Jews 
call  the  Masora  "  the  hedge,  or  fence  of  the 
law,''  because  the  enumeration  of  the  verses, 
&c.  is  a  mean  of  preserving  it  from  being  alter- 
ed or  corrupted. 

They  assert,  that  when  God  gave  the  law  to 
Moses  on  Mount  Sinai,  he  taught  him  the 
true  reading,  which  was  handed  down  by  oral 
tradition  from  age  to  age,  till  it  was  committed 
to  writing.  Elias  Levita,  a  celebrated  rabbi, 
who  bestowed  twenty  years  labour  on  explain- 
ing the  Masora,  makes  the  first  compilers  of 
it  the  Jewish  doctors  of  the  famous  school  of 
Tiberias,  about  five  hundred  years  after 
Christ,  t 

The  age  in  which  the  Masorites  arose  has^ 
however,  been  much  disputed.  Some  writers 
placed  their  origin  in  the  sixth  century  ;  and 
others  maintained,  that  they  did  not  appear  till 
the  tenth.  Basnage  asserts,  that  they  were 
not  a  society,  but  a  succession  of  men  ;    and 

*  Butler's  Horje  Biblicoe,  p.  57.    f  Jennings'  Lect.  Vol.  I.  p.  401. 
P2 


174  HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS- 

that  the  Masora  was  the  work  of  many  gram- 
mariaiis,  who,  without  associating  and  commu- 
nicating their  notions,  composed  this  collec- 
tion of  criticisms  on  the  Hebrew  text.* 

The  sixth  century  commenced  with  a  vio- 
lent persecution  of  the  Jews  in  the  east,  under 
Cavades,  a  prince  of  a  cruel  and  imperious  dis- 
position, who  attempted  to  compel  all  his  sub- 
jects to  embrace  the  Persian  religion.  The 
celebrated  Meir,  a  learned  rabbi,  lived  at  this 
time,  and,  exasperated  at  the  severe  ti^eatment 
of  his  brethren,  declared  war  against  the  king 
of  Persia.  It  is  said,  that  with  four  hundred 
men  only,  he  successfully  contended  against 
him  seven  years.  At  length,  however,  he  was 
defeated  and  put  to  death.  The  Persians  then 
entered  the  city  in  which  Zeu4;ra,  the  prince  of 
A.  D.  the  captivity,  resided,  and  having  pillaged  it, 
caused  him  and  the  president  of  the  council  to 
be  executed.  The  family  of  the  prince  esca- 
ped destruction  by  a  precipitate  flight.  Zeutra, 
his  son,  retired  into  Judea,  and  was  raised  to 
an  office  of  trust  and  honour  by  his  brethren  in 
that  countr}^f 

Chosroes  the  great,  who  succeeded  Cavades, 
treated  the  Jews  with  greater  severity  than  his 
predecessor.  They  endeavoured  to  obtain  the 
favour  of  this  prince,  by  persuading  him  to 

*  Ba^nage,  p.  182.  t  Ibid.  p.  564. 


I 


HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS,  175 

break  ofF  his  negotiations  for  peace  with  the 
emperour  Justinian,  which  were  then  in  great 
forwardness.  For  this  purpose  they  promised 
Chosroes,  that,  if  he  would  consent  to  continue 
the  war,  they  would  furnish  him  with  fifty 
thousand  men,  by  whose  assistance  he  might 
be  enabled  to  conquer  Jerusalem,  one  of  the 
richest  cities  in  the  world.  The  king,  du- 
ped by  their  flattering  promises,  broke  off 
his  treaty  with  the  emperour,  and  prepai'ed  to 
carry  the  project  into  execution.  He  was, 
however,  soon  informed,  that  the  persons  who 
were  employed  in  the  treacherous  design 
had  been  seized  by  order  of  government ;  and 
after  making  a  full  discovery  of  their  plan  and 
abettors,  had  been  put  to  death.  But  this  in- 
telligence did  not  deter  Chosroes  from  prose- 
cuting the  war,  which  was  conducted  with 
great  energy,  and  many  successful  inroads 
were  made  into  Syria  and  Palestine.  The 
Jews,  however,  in  those  parts  participated  ia 
the  common  calamities,  and  were  treated  with 
equal  severity  with  the  other  inhabitants  of  the 
conquered  countries.  Their  academies  were 
shut ;  their  love  of  learning  became  extinguish- 
ed ;  the  prince  of  the  captivity  was  obliged  to 
remove  into  Judea,  and  the  eastern  Jews  were 
destitute  of  chiefs  to  preside  over  them.* 

*  Basnage,  p.  5&5> 
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A.  D.       When  Hormisdas   the  third  ascended  the 

589. 

throne,  he  restored  their  former  privileges, 
which  they  continued  to  enjoy  during  the 
reign  of  this  prince.  The  academy  of  Punde- 
bita  was  opened  under  the  direction  of  the  cel- 
ebrated rabbi  Chanan  Mehischa.  A  new  or- 
der of  doctors  appeared,  who  were  called  Ga- 
ons,  sublime  or  excellents,  and  destroyed  the 
Sebureans,  or  Sceptics.  These  doctors  were 
constituted  chiefs  of  the  academies,  were  con- 
sulted upon  all  difficult  questions,  and  their  de- 
cisions were  regarded  as  oracles  by  their  breth- 
ren, who  considered  them  the  ablest  interpre- 
ters of  the  law.* 

After  Chosroes  II.  had  murdered  his  father 
Hormisdas  in  order  to  obtain  the  throne,  his 
son  Varanes  rebelled  against  him,  and  had  the 
address  to  engage  the  Jews  in  his  interest. 
They,  however,  paid  dear  for  their  presump- 
tion ;  and  Varanes  being  reduced  to  subjec- 
tion, they  were  regarded  as  a  faithless  and  im- 
placable people,  that  excited  the  subjects 
against  their  princes,  and  fomented  sedition. 
Those  of  Antioch  were  the  first  victims  of 
Chosroes'  resentment;  many  of  whom  perish- 
ed by  the  sword  ;  others  were  put  to  death  by 
the  most  cruel  torments ;  and  those,  who  sur- 
vived, subjected  to  the  most  abject  slavery. f 

*  Basnage,  p.  555.    Modern  Universal  Hist.  Vol.  XHI.  p.  208. 
t  Basnage,  p.  566.    Mayor's  UnivLrsal  Hist  Vol.  XHI.  p.  18, 
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Chosroes,  however,  was  afterwards  recon- 
ciled to  the  Jews,  who  appear  to  have  render- 
ed him  many  signal  and  important  services. 
They  acted  in  concert  with  this  monarch  dur- 
ing his  invasion  of  Palestine,  and  even  furnish- 
ed him  with  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  men. 
When,  after  the  reduction  of  GaHlee,  the  Per- 
sian monarch  made  himself  master  of  Jerusa- 
lem,* they,  with  furious  bigotry,  pillaged  and 
destroyed  the  christian  churches  ;  and  the 
king  having  delivered  the  christian  prisoners 
into  their  hands,  they  satiated  their  implacable 
hatred  against  them,  by  putting  ninety  thou- 
sand of  this  unhappy  people  to  a  cruel  death. f 
'  While  Chosroes  was  besieging  Constanti- 
nople, and  all  the  forces  of  Syria  and  Judea 
were  employed  in  defence  of  that  city,  the  Jews 
conspired  with  their  brethren  in  Palestine  to 
make  an  attempt  to  conquer  Tyre,  and  destroy 
its  inhabitants.  But  the  Tyrians  having  ob- 
tained timely  intelligence  of  their  design  were 
prepai'ed  for  the  attack,  and  repulsed  them 
with  great  bravery.  iVfter  this  disappointment, 
they  dispersed  themselves  through  the  coun- 
try, and  assaulted  and  burned  many  of  the 
christian  churches.       They  were,  at  length, 

•  Jerusalem  was  recovered  from  the  Persians  by  the  Greek  em- 
perour  Heraclius;  and  soon  after  taken  by  the  Arabians.  See  the 
following  clia^tev. 

t  Basnage,  p.  56§. 
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vanquished  by  the  Tyrians,  who  sallied  out 
of  the  city,  and  made  a  terrible  slaughter.* 

Whilst  the  eastern  Jew^s,  in  the  sixth  century, 
sustained  a  series  of  persecutions  in  Persia, 
their  brethren  in  the  west  were  cruelly  op- 
pressed, and  gradually  stripped  of  their  im- 
munities and  privileges.  The  emperour  Jus- 
tinian, who  assumed  the  prerogative  of  decid- 
ing on  all  religious  controversies,  issued  an 
edict  which  prohibited  their  celebrating  the 
passover  according  to  their  own  calculation, 
and  obliged  them  to  observe  it  at  the  same 
time  with  the  christian  church.  Soon  after  he 
forbade  the  magistrates  to  admit  them  to  give 
evidence  against  the  Christians  ;  and  deprived 
them  of  the  privilege  of  making  wills,  and  be- 
queathing legacies.  These  decrees  were  fol- 
lowed by  another,  still  more  oppressive,  which 
interdicted  them  from  educating  their  children 
in  their  own  faith.  Justinian  also,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  council  of  Carthage,  deprived 
those  of  Africa  of  the  exercise  of  their  religion, 
and  commanded  the  prefect  to  convert  their 
synagogues  into  churches. f 
A.  D.  The  Jews  were  exasperated  by  these  severe 
edicts,  and  the  general  discontent  and  indigna- 
tion soon  ripened  into  an  open  rebellion.     One 

*  Basnage.    Modern  Univer.  Hist, 
t  Basnage,  p.  576.  Modern  Univer.  Hist.  Vol.  XHI,  p.  215, 
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Julian,  who  pretended  to  be  the  Messiah,  had 
the  address  to  attract  many  of  his  brethren  in 
Palestine  to  his  standard.  After  assuming  the 
title  of  conqueror,  he  armed  his  followers ; 
led  them  against  the  Christians  ;  and  they,  be- 
ing wholly  'unprepared  for  an  attack,  were 
^slaughtered  in  great  numbers.  At  length, 
however,  Justinian  sent  troops  against  the  in- 
surgents ;  and,  though  they  fought  with  des- 
pei'ation,  they  were  soon  entirely  routed.  The 
false  Messiah  was  taken,  and  immediately  put 
to  death  ;  and  thus  the  revolt  was  terminated.* 

Twenty  five  years  after,  the  Jews  in  Cesarea  j^_  jy 
rebelled  against  the  Roman  government ;  and,  ^^^' 
notwithstanding  the  inveterate  hatred  which 
subsisted  between  them  and  the  Samaritans, 
they  united  their  forces  against  the  Christians. 
The  insurgents  attacked  and  demolished  many 
of  the  churches,  and  massacred  large  numbers 
of  the  people,  particularly  the  governour  in  his 
own  palace.  Justinian,  upon  being  apprized  of 
the  revolt,  and  the  cruelties  which  w^ere  perpe- 
trated,  confiscated  the  property  of  the  most 
afiluent ;  and  the  others,  who  engaged  in  the 
rebellion,  were  beheaded  or  banished. f 

*  Basnage,  p.  576.    Modern  Univer.  Hist.  Vol.  XIH.  p>  215. 
t  Basnage,  p,  S7T. 
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The  Jews  joined  the  Goths*  in  Italy  against 
Justinian  and  his  general  Belisarius.  While 
this  celebrated  officer  was  engaged  in  the  siege 
of  Naples,  they  defended  the  city  w^ith  the 
tnost  obstinate  resolution.  When  the  citizens 
were  about  to  capitulate,  they  encouraged  and 
persuaded  them  to  hold  out  to  the  last  extrem- 
ity. In  consequence  of  their  exertions  the 
siege  was  protracted,  which  occasioned  the 
destruction  of  many  of  the  Roman  soldiers. 
When  the  city  was  taken,  though  Belisa- 
rius endeavoured  to  inspire  his  troops  with 
sentiments  of  clemency  and  pity,  the  Jews, 
without  any  distinction  of  age,  sex,  or  rank, 
were  cruelly  put  to  death.  Intimidated  by 
this  dreadful  severity,  they  remained  peaceable 
during  the  two  subsequent  reigns. 
A.  D.  At  length,  under  the  reign  of  Phocas,  the 
Jews  at  Antioch,  w^here  they  had  become  pop- 
ulous and  affluent,  raised  an  insurrection  against 
the  Christians,  who  defended  themselves  with 
great  re  solution ;  but  not  being  sufficiently 
powerful  to  repel  their  enemies,  they  became 
the  victims  of  their  cruelty.  Many  were  burnt 
in  their  houses ;  and  bishop  Anastasius,  and 
several  others,  after  having  endured  the  great- 

*  The  fidelity  of  the  Jews  to  the  Gothic  kings  cannot  justly  be 
alleged  against  them,  since  they  were  then  their  subjects — £as^  - 
siaffe,  p.  579> 


'602. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS.  381 

est  indignities,  were  put  to  death.  The  re- 
bellion, however,  after  an  arduous  conflict,  was 
suppressed  by  a  powerful  body  of  forces,  which 
Phocas  sent  against  them  ;  and  the  barbarous 
conduct  of  the  insurgents  severely  punished.* 

The  Jews,  at  this  period,  notwithstanding  a.  n, 
the  edict  of  Adrian,  had  become  numerous  in  ^^^' 
Cyprus.  About  four  years  after  the  insurrec- 
tion at  Antioch,  bishop  Leontius,  fearing  that 
the  island  would  suffer  similar  calamities,  re- 
solved to  use  every  possible  method  to  effect 
their  conversion.  His  endeavours  proved  so 
successful,  if  we  may  depend  upon  his  apology 
to  be  genuine,  that  the  greater  part  of  them,  re- 
nounced Judaism,  and  were  baptized.f  Many 
of  their  brethren,  in  other  parts,  were  about 
this  time  induced  to  profess  the  christian  re- 
ligion. A  learned  ecclesiastical  historian,  how- 
ever, remarks,  that  "  it  must  be  acknowledg- 
ed, that  of  these  conversions  the  greater  part 
were  owing  to  the  liberality  of  christian  princes, 
rather  than  to  the  force  of  argument,  or  love  of 
truth."J 

•  Basnage,  p.  578. 

t  Basnage,  p.  579.    i  Mosheira's  Ecdesiast.  Hist.  Vol.  II.  p.  98. 
Vol.  I.  Q. 
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CHAP.   IX. 


Appearance  of  Mahomet.  His  behaviour  to  the  Jews.  They  take 
arms  against  him,  are  reduced,  and  compelled  to  become  tribu- 
tary. Rapid  conquests  of  the  caliph  Omar  ;  he  besieges  and 
takes  Jerusalem.  The  Jews  rejoice  at  his  success  in  Persia. 
They  are  favoured  by  the  first  caliphs.  Those  in  Italy  are  pro- 
tected by  pope  Gregory  the  great.  They  are  severely  treated 
by  the  emperour  Heraclius,  who  instigates  other  monarchs  to  per- 
secute them. 

A.  D.  Mahomet,  the  famous  Arabian  impostor,  ap- 
°^'  peared  in  the  early  part  of  the  seventh  century, 
.  and  estabhshed  a  new  rehgion,  which,  by  force 
of  arms,  made  a  rapid  progress  in  the  world. 
Many  of  the  Jews,  after  the  destruction  of 
their  country,  had  fled  to  Arabia  ;  and  the  in- 
dustrious exiles,  who  aspired  to  liberty  and 
power,  obtained  possession  of  several  towns 
and  fortresses,  and  had  armies,  and  princes  to 
command  them.  Their  number  and  respecta- 
bilitv  induced  Mahomet  at  first  to  treat  them 
with  great  attention.  He  ordered  his  followers 
when  they  prayed  to  turn  towards  the  temple 
of  Jerusalem ;  and  adopted  many  of  their  opin- 
ions and  customs,  in  order  to  engage  them  in 
his  interest.* 

The  Jews,  dazzled  by  the  splendour  of  his 
victories,  began  to  regard  him  as  the  expected 
Messiah,  and  seme  persons  of  distinction 
among  them  embraced  his  religion.      How- 

l  *  Basnage,  p.  55&.    Gibbon,  Vol.  YI. 
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ever,  they  were,  soon  after,  much  offended  at 
his  eating  camels  flesh,  which  is  forbidden  by 
the  Mosaic  law.  But  the  fear  of  appearing 
inconstant,  or  the  hope  of  deriving  advantage 
from  the  impostor,  induced  them  to  aid  him  in 
his  design.  The  Arabian  writers  assert,  that 
this  nation  sent  twelve  of  their  doctors  to  assist 
him  in  compiling  the  Koran. ^  But  they  after- 
wards became  his  inveterate  enemies  ;  and 
their  behaviour  gave  rise  to  the  most  impla- 
cable hatred  on  his  part.  His  aversion  to  this 
unhappy  people  continued  till  the  last  moment 
of  his  life ;  and,  in  *^  the  double  character  of  an 
apostle  and  a  conqueror,  his  persecution  ex- 
tended to  both  worlds."!  In  his  Koran  he 
reproaches  them  with  betraying  and  murder- 
ing the  prophets,  and  styles  them  "  a  people 
justly  cursed  of  God  for  their  violation  of  his 
sabbath  and  laws  ;  for  their  treatment  of  Jesus 
Christ,  whom  he  acknowledges  to  be  a  great 
prophet ;  and  for  having  filled  up  the  measure 
of  their  iniquity  by  rejecting  his  own  mis- 
sion."J 

The  Jewish  tribe  at  Kainoka  dwelt  at  Me. 
dina  under  the  protection  of  the  city.  Mahomet 
seized  the  occasion  of  an  accidental  tumult, 
and  summoned  them  to  embrace  his  religion, 

*  Basnagre,  p.  566.    f  Gibbon,  Vol.  VI.    ^  Sale's  Koran, Vol.  I.  p.  35. 
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or  contend  with  him  in  battle.  "  Alas  !"  re- 
plied the  trembling  Jews,  "  we  are  ignorant  of 
the  use  of  arms  ;  but  we  persevere  in  the  faith 
and  worship  of  our  fathers  ;  why  wilt  thou  re- 
duce us  to  the  necessity  of  a  just  defence." 
But  as  war  was  inevitable,  Cajah,  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  persons  of  the  Jewish  na- 
tion, who  had  uniformly  opposed  all  the  meas- 
ures of  the  impostor,  appeared  at  the  head  of 
his  countrymen.'* 

In  the  third  year  of  the  Hegiraf  Mahomet 
besieged  the  Jews  in  Hegiasa,  and,  having 
obliged  them  to  surrender  at  discretion,  drove 
them  into  exile.  Their  wealth  was  confis« 
cated,  and  distributed  among  his  followers. 
After  several  engagements,  in  which  the  im- 
postor was  victorious,  Cajah  attacked  him  near 
Kaibar ;  and  though  this  place  was  the  seat  of 
the  Jewish  power  in  Arabia,  this  miserable 
people  were  defeated  with  great  slaughter. 
Their  leader,  who  with  difficulty  escaped,  be- 
ing resolved  to  try  the  event  of  another  en- 
gagement, was  again  completely  routed ;  and 
suffered  death  with  that  constancy  which  char- 

*  Basnage,  p.  56S. 
I  Hegira  is  a  term  signifying  the  epocha,  used, by  the  Arabians 
and  Turks,  v/ho  begin  their  computation  from  the  day  that  Ma- 
homet was  compelled  to  make  his  escape  from  the  city  of  Mecca, 
ivhich  took  place,  July  16,  A.  D.  622,  under  the  reign  of'the  empe- 
rour  Heracliufe. 
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acterizes  his  nation.  After  the  termination  of 
the  unequal  conflict,  the  Jews  were  compelled 
to  submit  to  the  power  of  the  conqueror,  and 
became  tributar}^  Some  time  after  the  death 
of  the  impostor,  they  were  transplanted  to 
SjTia,  he  having  left  it  as  his  dying  injunc- 
tion, that  one  and  the  true  religion  should 
alone  be  professed  in  his  native  land  of 
Arabia.* 

The  caliphs,  who  succeeded  Mahomet,  uni- 
ted the  temporal  and  spiritual  power ;  and 
their  valour,  being  animated  by  the  violent 
spirit  of  fanaticism,  was  altogether  irresistible, 
Omar,  the  second  caliph,  was  one  of  the  most 
rapid  conquerors,  who  ever  spread  desolation 
over  the  face  of  the  earth.  During  the  tea 
years  of  his  reign  he  subdued  Arabia,  Syria^ 
Mesopotamia,  Persia,  and  Egypt.  With  the 
Saracens  under  his  command,  he  invested  Je- 
rusalem, and  after  an  obstinate  siege,  which 
lasted  four  months,  the  Christians,  having  ob- 
tained an  honourable  capitulation,  surrendered 
the  city.  The  conqueror  would  not  allow 
tliem  to  be  deprived  of  their  churches.  But 
by  his  command,  the  ground  where  Solomon's 
temple  stood  was  prepared  for  the  foundation 

♦  Gibbon,  Vol.  VI. 
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of  a  mosque,  which  was  the  first  Mahometan 
place  of  worship  erected  in  Jerusalem.* 

When  Persia  submitted  to  the  victorious 
Saracens,  the  Jews,  who  hoped  for  a  favour- 
able change  in  their  affairs,  rejoiced  in  their 
success.  Isdesgerdi  III.  the  last  Persian  mon- 
arch, had,  according  to  their  annals,  either  be- 
gun, or  carried  on  a  bloody  persecution  against 
them  ;  giving  their  synagogues  to  the  Magi, 
and  causing  their  academies  to  be  shut.  The 
rapid  conquests  of  the  enemies  of  their  cruel 
oppressors,  who  were  either  Pagans  or  Chris- 
tians, and  the  frequent  destruction  of  the 
churches  of  the  latter,  highly  gratified  their 
inclinations.  They  are  even  accused  of  hav- 
ing ingratiated  themselves  with  the  Saracens, 
by  instigating  them  against  the  Christians. 
Those  enthusiastick  conquerors  for  some 
time  used  their  prosperity  with  moderation; 
and  though  the  Jews  often  changed  masters 
by  the  swift  succession   of  monarchs,   they 

*  Basnage,  p.  572. 
Jerusalem  was  transferred  from  the  possession  of  the  Greek 
Christians  to  the  dominion  of  the  Arahian  Musselmans,  and  contin- 
ued in  subjection  to  the  caliphs,  about  four  hundred  years.  When 
Omar  took  the  city  the  inhabitants  were  allowed  the  exercise  of 
their  religion ;  but  they  were  prohibited  from  building  any  new 
churches,  either  in  the  metropolis,  or  the  adjacent  country  ;  from 
riding  upon  saddles,  or  bearing  any  kind  of  arms.  They  were 
obliged  to  dress  in  a  different  manner  from  the  Mahometans,  and 
subjected  to  pay  tribute  to  their  conquerors.— OeAr/ey's  Scracer,^ 
Conquests,  p,  258. 
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only  participated  in  the  common  calamities 
which  attend  great  revolutions  in  govern- 
ments. They  higlily  extol  the  humanity  of  the 
first  caliphs,  who  restored  them  to  the  free 
exercise  of  their  religion  ;  allowed  the  princes 
of  the  captivity  to  enjoy  great  authority,  and 
permitted  their  academies  to  be  opened,  and 
placed  in  a  flourishing  condition.* 

A  number  of  the  Roman  pontiffs  have  been  ^-  o. 
equally  indulgent  to  the  Jewish  nation  with  the 
first  caliphs.  In  Italy,  where  this  people  were 
numerous  in  the  seventh  century,  they  were 
treated  with  moderation  and  kindness  by  pope 
Gregory  the  great.  Their  general  conversion 
was  the  object  of  his  ardent  desires,  and  earnest 
endeavours.  In  order  to  effect  this  benevolent 
design,  he  wrote  to  his  receiver  in  Sicily,  to 
abate  those  who  professed  the  christian  reli- 
gion a  third  part  of  the  revenues  they  were  in- 
debted to  him.  He  also  warmly  exhorted  his 
clergy  and  flock  to  use  them  with  candour  and 
tenderness,  alleging,  that  they  were  one  day 
to  be  recalled,  and  become  a  large  part  of 
Christ's  fold ;  and  that  the  proper  method  to 
conduct  them  to  the  unity  of  the  faith,  was 
kind  and  friendly  treatment.  "  Violence," 
said  he,  "  will  disgust  those  who  might  be  al- 
lured by  gentleness  and  charity."'     He  strong- 

•  Basnage,  p,  5T3. 
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ly  expressed  his  abhorrence  of  the  persecution 
they  suffered  in  different  countries,  and  con- 
demned the  zeal  of  some  of  the  bishops  against 
them.  He  even  reprehended  the  conduct  of 
a  converted  Jew,  who,  in  order  to  ingratiate 
himself  with  the  Christians,  set  up  a  cross, 
and  image  of  the  virgin  in  a  synagogue* 
Gregory  ordered  the  cross  and  image  to  be 
removed,  alleging,  that  since  the  laws  did  not 
permit  the  Jews  to  build  new  synagogues,,  they 
ought  to  be  allowed  the  free  enjoyment  of  those 
they  already  possessed.*  With  the  same  lib^ 
eral  spirit  he  condemned  the  conduct  of  the 
bishop  of  Terracina,  who  had  deprived  them 
of  a  synagogue  in  his  diocese,  which  was  per- 
mitted by  the  laws ;  and  had  expelled  them 
from  another  place,  where  they  had  retired  in 
order  to  perform  their  devotional  exercises. f 

This  pontiff,  however,  who  was  frequently 
consulted  respecting  the  domestic  affairs  of 
the  Jews,  disapproved  of  their  purchasing 
christian  slaves,  and  revived  the  laws  which 
had  been  enacted  against  this  traffick.  He  also 
ordered,  that  all  their  Jewish  domestics,  who 

•  It  appears  that  the  former  edicts  of  the  emperour  Theodosius 
were  still  in  force  against  the  Jews,  notwithstanding  the  clemency 
of  pope  Gregory  towards  this  people. — Modern  Wniver,  Mist.  Vq^ 
XJU.p.220. 

t  Basnage,  p.  579- 
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professed  the  christian  religion,  and  received 
baptism,  should  obtain  their  liberty.* 

The  cruel  treatment  which  the  Jews  soon 
after  experienced  from  Heraclius,  the  Greek 
emperour,  formed  a  striking  contrast  to  the 
clemency  of  the  Roman  pontiff.  This  mon- 
ai'ch  hated  the  Hebrew  race  on  account  of  their 
religion,  and  his  animosity  against  them  was 
increased  by  finding  at  Tiberias  one  of  the 
nation  so  rich  as  to  be  able  to  supply  his  army 
and  court  with  provisions.  This  man,  elated 
witii  his  affluence,  molested  the  Christians  with 
troublesome  law  suits,  and  malicious  prosecu- 
tions. But,  being  sensible  that  he  had  expos- 
ed  himself  to  the  resentment  of  the  emperour, 
he  endeavoured  to  elude  his  vengeance  by  pro- 
fessing the  christian  religion.  This  expedient, 
however,  did  not  lessen  the  monarch's  aversion 
to  the  Jewish  nation. f 

Heraclius  was  still  more  exasperated  against 
the  Jews,  when,  upon  his  consulting  the  divin- 
ers concerning  the  fate  of  the  empire,  he  receiv- 
for  answer,  that  a  circumcised  nation  would 

*  Basnage,  p.  579.  f  Ibid,  p.  580. 

Accoi'ding  to  the  account  of  Mosheim,  **the  emperour  Hera- 
clius, being  incensed  against  this  miserable  people,  by  the  insinua- 
tions of  the  christian  doctors,  persecuted  them  in  a  most  cruel  man- 
ner, and  ordered  multitudes  of  them  to  be  inhumanly  dragged  intQ 
the  christian  churches,  in  order  to  be  baptized,  by  \iolence  and  cora- 
Y^^^^on.'--MrjsheiTn's  Ecclesiastical  History,  Vol.  11.  p.  15^. 
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prove  its  ruin.  Considering  how  powerful 
and  numerous  the  Hebrews  were  in  nfiost 
parts  of  his  dominions,  and  that  they  still 
cherished  the  hope  of  being  restored  to  their 
native  country,  he  believed  them  to  be  the  peo- 
ple intended  by  the  prediction.  The  great  and 
frequent  efforts  they  had  made  to  recover  their 
liberty,  and  their  cruel  and  sanguinary  pro- 
ceedings against  the  Christians  at  different 
times,  and  in  various  places,  confirmed  him  in 
this  belief ;  and  induced  him  to  persecute  them 
with  the  utmost  severity.  He  banished  them 
from  Jerusalem,  to  which  they  had  once  more 
gained  access  ;*  and  issued  an  edict,  prohibiting 
them  from  approaching  within  three  miles  of 
the  city.  The  emperour  was  not  satisfied 
with  persecuting  and  destroying  this  unhappy 
people  in  his  own  dominions ;  but  instigated 
other  monarchs  to  follow  his  example. f  The 
calamities  which  they  suffered  in  Spain,  Gaul, 
and  other  kingdoms,  will  be  related  in  the  fol- 
lowing chapter. 

*  Previous  to  the  conquest  of  Jerusalem  by  the  Saracens,  which 
has  been  mentioned  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  ehapter. 

f  Basnage,  p.  581. 
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CHAP.    X. 

The  Jews  in  Spain  are  cruelly  persecuted  by  Sisebut,  the  GothiQ 
king  of  that  country.  Decrees  of  the  councils  of  Toledo.  Fre- 
quent apostasy  of  the  Jewish  converts.  The  archbishop  of  Tol- 
edo writes  in  order  to  convert  them.  They  form  a  conspiracy 
against  the  Spanish  government.  Severe  laws  are  enacted 
-against  them.  Of  the  Jews  in  Gaul.  They  are  expelled  by  king 
Dagobert,  and  by  Wamba,  king  of  the  Goths.  They  found  an 
academy  in  Lunel. 

The  Jews,  who  were  transplanted  to  Spain  by 
the  policy  of  Adrian,  had  become  numerous 
in  that  kingdom,  and  acquired  wealth  by  their 
dexterity  in  trade.  Their  affluence  excited  the 
avaiTce  of  their  masters ;  and,  as  they  had  lost 
the  use  of  arms,  they  might  be  oppressed  with 
impunity.  The  emperour  Heraclius,  who  had 
been  engaged  in  war  with  Sisebut,  the  Spanish 
monarch,  made  it  one  of  the  principal  articles 
of  the  peace,  that  the  king  should  compel  them 
to  receive  baptism,  or  abandon  the  kingdom. 
The  religious  bigotry  of  Sisebut  induced  him 
readily  to  accede  to  this  article  ;  and  without 
consulting  any  of  his  bishopp,  and  even  con- 
trary to  their  remonstrances,  he  imprisoned  the 
most  distinguished  personages  among  this  un- 
happy people.* 

After  having  remained  some  time  in  confine- 
ment, large  numbers  of  Jews,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve their  wealth  and  lives,  consented  to  be 
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baptized.  The  estates  of  the  more  obstinate 
were  confiscated,  and  their  bodies  tortured. 
Some  found  means  to  retire  into  Gaul,  where 
similar  miseries  awaited  them.  They  assert, 
however,  that  during  the  life  of  Sisebut,  they 
were  not  even  allowed  the  privilege  of  prefer- 
ing  their  religion  to  their  country,  and  endeav- 
ouring to  escape  by  a  voluntary  exile  from  the 
evils  they  endured.* 
AD.  The  conduct  of  the  king  was  highly  cen- 
sured by  Isidore,  bishop  of  Seville,  and  con- 
demned even  by  the  catholic  clergy  in  Spain. 
In  the  fourth  council  of  Toledo,!  in  which 
Isidore  presided,  it  was  declared  unchristian 
and  unlawful  to  use  compulsory  measures  in 
religion.  The  reasons  assigned  were,  that 
God  hardens,  and  has  compassion  on  whom 
he  pleases  ;  and  that  none  can  be  saved  with- 
out their  own  free  consent.  This  council, 
however,  ordained,  that  those  whom  persecu- 
tion had  induced  to  receive  baptism,  should 
be  compelled,  for  the  honour  of  the  church,  to 

•  Basnage,p.581.    History  of  Spain. 

t  This  council  was  assembled  by  Sisenand,  who,  having  de- 
throned the  son  of  Sisebut,  endeavoured  to  reconcile  the  minds 
of  the  people  to  his  government,  by  prevailing  upon  the  clergy  to 
give  a  religious  sancti6n  to  his  proceedings.  The  council  conform-] 
ed  to  his  views,  and  instructed  the  Goths  to  unite  under  his  gON^ 
ernmeat.— JSasna^e, />.  581, 
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persevere  in  conforming  to  the  external  rites 
of  the  christian  religion.  This  decree,  which 
derogates  from  the  liberal  spirit  exhibited  in 
the  former,  was  enacted,  because  the  pretended 
converts  relapsed  into  Judaism,  whenever  the 
immediate  influence  of  terrourw^as  withdrawn.* 

Chintila,  who  succeeded  Sisenand,  treated  A.  d. 
the  Jews  with  the  greatest  rigour  ;  and  ap- 
peared to  be  totally  regardless  of  the  sacred 
rights  of  conscience.  The  decree  of  this  mon- 
arch, which  commanded  all  his  subjects  to  pra- 
fess  the  christian  faith,  was  the  signal  of  perse- 
cution and  exile  ;  and  an  edict  was  passed  for 
their  total  expulsion.  It  appears  probable,  that 
the  usurious  advantage,  which  they  might  de- 
rive from  their  wealth,  augmented  the  publick 
hatred  against  them.  Yet  the  Goths  were  un- 
wilHng  to  deprive  themselves  of  the  industrious 
slaves  over  whojn  they  might  exercise  lucra- 
tive oppression;  and  the  Jews  continued  in 
Spain  under  the  weight  of  the  civil  and  eccle- 
siastical laws.* 

In  order  to  engage  the  Spanish  clergy  to  for- 
ward his  views,  Chintila  convened  the  fifth 
council  of  Toledo.  This  assembly  passed 
several  decrees  in  his  favour,  which  the  king 
caused  to  be  confirmed  by  another  council,  con- 
voked the  same  year,  and  at  the  same  place. 

*  Basnage,  p.  582.    History  of  Spain. 
Vol.  I.  R 
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The  divines,  who  composed  this  assembly, 
highly  commended  his  zeal  against  the  Jews  ; 
and  blessed  God  for  having  given  them  such 
a  wise  and  pious  prince.  They  solemnly  rat- 
ified the  edict  he  had  enacted  for  the  banish- 
ment of  this  miserable  people  ;  and  declared, 
that  no  prince  for  the  future  should  ascend  the 
Spanish  throne  till  he  had  taken  an  oath  to  ob- 
serve all  the  laws  against  them  ;  and  he  who 
violated  this  sacred  engagement  was  to  be 
anathematized,^ 

These  severe  laws  were  punctually  observe 
ed  by  the  succeeding  monarchs.  The  Visi- 
goth kings  enacted  a  law  v/hich  completely 
authorized  persecution  ;  and  alleged  in  their 
vindication,  that  *'  since  the  violent  take  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  by  force,  men  ought  to  be 
stimulated  to  obtain  this  blessing."  By  this 
law  it  was  ordained,  that  every  Jew,  who  refus- 
ed to  receive  baptism,  should  suffer  a  severe 
corporal  punishment,  be  exiled  from  the  king- 
dom, and  have  all  his  goods  confiscated.f 
A.  p.  Multitudes  of  this  persecuted  people,  intim- 
"  '  idated  by  the  gloomy  prospects  before  them, 
were  induced  to  conform  externally  to  the  na- 

*  Basnagc  observes,  tljat  the  iliiTcrejvt  decrees  enacted  in  this, 
and  the  preceding  council,  were  owing  to  the  death  of  Isidore  of 
Seville.  This  benevolent  pi'elatc,  who  was  a  strorg*  advocate  for 
miltl  treatment,  presided  in  the  fourth  ccuiicil  of  Toledo,  btit  died, 
Ji?_efore  the  &iKth.—'£asna^-e,  p.  5S2. 

I  Modern  Universal  History,  Ycl.  XJH.    History  of  Sjiainn 
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tional  faith.  But  as  their  conformity  was  onlv 
extorted  by  terrour,  many  were  soon  observed 
to  apostatize.  To  remedy  this  evil,  a  new 
council  was  convened.  The  Jews,  apprehend- 
ing that  the  decrees  of  the  assembly  would  be 
the  prelude  of  a  violent  persecution  against 
them,  resolved  to  shelter  themselves  from  the 
impending  calamity.  For  this  purpose,  the 
most  distinguished  personages  of  their  nation 
met,  and  wrote  to  the  king  in  the  name  of  their 
brethren  in  Spain,  declaring  that,-  though  they 
had  till  then  dissembled,  they  were  now  firmly 
resolved  to  become  sincere  converts,  and 
wholly  to  conform  to  the  laws  of  the  gospel. 
They  assured  his  majesty,  that  they  would  no 
longer  observe  their  sabbath,  circumcise  their 
children,  or  form  any  connexions  by  marriage 
with  those  who  were  unbaptized ;  and  promised 
to  persecute  any  of  their  brethren,  who  should 
presume  to  violate  these  engagements.  They 
even  consented,  provided  their  lives  might  be 
spared,  to  be  doomed  to  perpetual  slavery,  and 
have  all  their  effects  confiscated.^ 

The  ample  promises  contained  in  this  letter, 
rendered  their  sincerity  more  suspected,  and 
their  conduct  more  strictly  observed.  It  was 
accordingly  discovered,  that  they  still  perform* 
ed  the  Jewish  rites,  and  even  ventured  to  at- 

*  Basnage,  p.  582-    Modern  Uaiver,  Hist.  Vol.  SIIL  p.  223.' 
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tack  the  christian  religion.  The  king,  finding 
the  difficulty  of  effecting  his  purpose  by  coer- 
cive measures,  ordered  Julian,  archbishop  of 
Toledo,  to  write  againt  them  ;  and  this  prelate, 
in  686,  published  a  learned  treatise,  in  which 
he  proved  from  the  prophetic  A?Titings,  that 
Jesus  of  Nazareth  is  the  Messiah. 

The  Gothic  kings  and  bishops  at  length 
discovered,  that  injuries  would  produce  hatred, 
and  that  hatred  would  find  an  opportunity  of 
revenge.  The  Jews  exulted  in  the  victories  of 
the  Mahometans,  and  commenced  a  danger- 
ous and  hostile  correspondence  with  their 
brethren,  who,  under  the  administration  of 
Chintila,  had  sheltered  themselves  from  perse- 
cution in  Africa.  On  receiving  from  them  as- 
surance of  support,  and  with  the  secret  hope  of 
more  effectual  succour  from  the  Saracens, 
they  fixed  a  day  to  erect  the  standard  of  re- 
volt."* 

Before  the  appointed  time  amved,  their 
preparations  had  alarmed,  and  their  intentions 
been  betrayed  to  king  Egica.  This  monarch 
complained  of  the  conspiracy  to  the  council  of 
Toledo,  and  demanded  the  assistance  and  ad- 
vice of  the  divines,  who  composed  the  assem- 
bly. Upon  deliberation  they  resolved,  that 
all  the  circumcised  should  be  declared  perpet- 

*  Basnage,  p.  583.    History  of  Spaia. 
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ual  slaves,  that  their  estates  should  be  confis* 
cated,  and  their  children  taken  from  them,  and 
educated  in  the  christian  faith.* 

If  from  Spain  we  turn  to  a  neighbouring 
country,  we  find  the  Jews  still  oppressed  and 
persecuted.  As  soon  as  the  Romansf  were 
driven  out  of  Gaul,  and  the  Visigoths  sup- 
pressed, several  directions  and  decrees  w^ere 
made  respecting  them,  and  one  in  particular,  -^"^^ 
under  Childebert,  who  forbade  them  to  ap- 
peal' in  the  streets  of  Paris  from  Tuesday  in  * 
the  holy  week  to  Easter  Sunday.  The  council 
of  Orleans  about  the  same  time  enacted  a  sim- 
ilar decree,  which  renders  it  evident,  that  they 
were  dispersed  in  several  parts  of  France.^ 
They  w^ere  still  more  numerous  in  Languedoc. 
Ferreol,  bishop  of  Uzes,  was  expelled  from  his 
diocese,  for  having  treated  them  with  too  great 
familiarity  and  kindness.  His  motive  was  an 
ardent  desire  to  effect  their  conversion.  After 
he   had  continued  an  exile  many  years,  and 

*  Basnage. 

f  Gaul  was  shared  by  the  Visigoths  and  Burgundians,  when... 
Clovis,  king  of  the  Franks  defeated  Syagrius,  a  Roman  usurper  in. 
that  province,  and   established  a   n'ew  kingdom,  to  which  he  gave 
tlie  name  of  France,  or  the  land  of  {reemen.'—IiusseU's  Jlfodern 
Europe. 

^  The  Jews,  who  settled  in  Gaul  at  an  early  period,  made  but . 
little  figure,  and  are  only  known  by  some  edicts  of  Constantine, 
which  mention  them  in  Belgic  Gaul.    They  began  to  be  noticed  JO 
the  bistorieSLOf  the  country  in  the  sixth  centuiy, 
B2 
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the  king  had  restored  him  to  his  bishopric,  he 
fell  into  the  other  extreme,  and  banished  the 
Jews.* 

Avitus,  bishop  of  Clermont,  was  distinguish- 
ed by  his  zeal  for  the  conversion  of  this  people, 
and  induced  several  persons  among  them  to 
?profess  their  belief  in  Christianity.  One  of  the 
new  converts  entered  the  city  in  his  white  gar- 
ment, which  being  observed  by  a  Jew,  he 
threw  a  pot  of  oil  of  very  offensive  odour  upon 
him.  This  outrage  irritated  the  Christians  to 
such  a  degree,  that  had  not  the  bishop  interpo- 
-  sed,  the  offender  would  have  been  immediate- 
ly put  to  death.  The  humanity  of  Avitus^ 
however,  only  delayed  the  effects  of  their  re^ 
sentment  till  the  succeeding  festival.  The 
people  at  that  time  demolished  their  syna- 
gogue, and  the  Jews  were  reduced  to  the  alter- 
native  of  professing  Christianity,  or  being  ex- 
iled. The  greater  part  of  them  chose  to  con- 
form to  the  established  worship,  and  were 
baptized.f 

King  Chilperic,  who  observed,  that  the  Jews 
in  Paris  were  numerous  and  affluent,  resolved 
to  use  compulsory  measures  to  induce  them 
to  abjure  their  religion.  As  he  led  an  immoral 
life  he  hoped,  by  his  zeal  in  attempting  the  con-> 
Version  of  an  unbelieving  people,  to  make  an 

*  Basnage,  p.  5S^.  t  K>id,  p.  5^ 
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atonement  for  his  sins,  and  secure  the  favour  of 
heaven.  He  therefore  commanded,  that  all 
who  refused  to  receive  baptism,  should  be 
punished  with  the  utmost  rigour.* 

They  were  treated  with  still  greater  severity  a.  i>* 
by  king  Dagobert,  who  was  notorious  for  the 
scandalous  irregularity  of  his  conduct.  In  or- 
der to  avoid  publick  odium,  to  ingratiate  him- 
self with  his  clergy  and  people,  and  gratify  the 
emperour  Heraclius,t  he  banished  from  his 
kingdom  upon  pain  of  death,  all  the  Jews,  who 
refused  to  profess  the  christian  religion.  Many 
who  had  fled  from  Spain  to  escape  persecution 
suffered  a  second  exile.  But  still  more  of 
them  preferred  dissimulation,  and  consented  to 
be  baptized.J 

Wamba,  king  of  the  Goths  in  Languedoc,  ers. 
also  exhibited  a  violent  enmity  against  this 
people  ;  and  issued  an  edict  which  expelled 
them  from  his  dominions.  But  he  experienced 
the  most  determined  opposition  from  the  abbot 
Raymirus,  and  the  court  of  Thoulouse,  who 
united  to  protect  this  persecuted  race,  and  op- 

*  Basnage,  p.  584. 

•j-  The  emperour  Heraclius,  who  had  expelled  the  Jews  from  his 
dominions,  and  caused  them  to  be  banished  from  Spain,  sent  am- 
bassadors to  Dagobert  to  oblige  him  to  imitate  these  examples.-^ 
Bamage,  p.  584 

%  Modern  Univer.  Hist.  VoW  XUI.  p.  226. 


200  HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS. 

posed  the  king's  edict  by  force  of  arms.  The 
king  entrusted  count  Paul,  his  favourite,  with 
the  command  of  an  army,  which  was  destined 
to  act  against  the  rebels.  But,  instead  of  sup- 
pressing, he  united  with  them,  took  Narbonne, 
and  caused  himself  to  be  crowned  king.  At 
length,  however,  he  was  defeated,  and  con- 
demned by  Wamba  ;  and  his  accomplices,  es- 
pecially the  Jews,  felt  the  effects  of  this  mon- 
arch's resentment,  and  were  expelled  from  the 
kingdom.* 

Notwithstanding  the  sufferings  of  the  Jewish 
nation  in  the  seventh  century,  the  academy 
which  they  had  founded  at  Lunel,  a  city  in 
Languedoc,  began  to  flourish.  In  process  of 
time  it  acquired  great  celebrity,  and  was  the 
place  where  some  of  the  most  learned  Jewish^ 
rabbis  received  their  education. 

*  Basnage,  p.  58i. 
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CHAP.  XL 

■Of  the  pretended  conversion  of  the  king  of  Chozar  to  Judaism. 
State  of  the  eastern  Jews  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  centuries. 
They  are  favoured  by  several  of  the  caliphs,  who  were  attached 
to  literary  men.  Edict  of  Iman  JaafFar  against  them.  Al-Wathek 
obliges  them  to  pay  heavy  taxes.  Motavel  condemns  them  to 
wear  a  disgraceful  badge  of  distinction.  State  of  the  Jews  under 
the  Grecian  emperours.  A  false  Messiah  appears  in  Spain.  Of 
their  state  in  France.  Punishment  inflicted  upon  them  by  the 
emperour  Charlemagne.  They  are  highly  favoured  by  Lewis, 
surnamed  Debonair ;  but  their  condition  is  less  agreeable  under 
Charles  the  bald. 

The  eighth  century  is  celebrated  by  Jewish 
writers  for  the  conversion  of  Chozar,  a  Pagan 
prince  to  their  beUef.  According  to  their  ac- 
counts he  became  dissatisfied  with  the  rehgion 
of  his  people  and  progenitors  ;  and  conversed 
on  this  subject  with  philosophers,  Christians, 
Mahometans,  and  Jews.  At  length,  a  learned 
rabbi  convinced  him,  that  Judaism  was  the 
only  true  religion,  to  which  all  others  were  but 
as  the  shadow  to  the  substance,  or  the  picture 
to  the  living  original.  Chozar  therefore  ab- 
jured his  former  tenets,  and,  after  he  was  in- 
itiated in  the  belief  and  ceremonies  of  the  Jews, 
employed  himself  in  converting  his  subjects. 
He  sent  for  the  most  learned  men  of  this  nation 
from  all  countries  to  instruct  his  people  ;  and 
from  that  time  the  original  Jews  were  held  in 
high  estimation.  A  tabernacle  was  erected, 
similar  to  that  of  Moses  in  the  wilderness ;  to 
which  they  and  tjie  Chozrean  converts  repaired 
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to  the  Jewish  worship.  The  king  became 
prosperous ;  triumphed  over  his  enemies,  and 
enlarged  his  dominions  by  new  and  consider- 
able conquests.  Such  is  the  account  of  Jewish 
writers  ;  but  notwithstanding  the  degree  of 
credit  which  they  have  endeavoured  to  attach 
to  the  conversion  of  Chozar,  and  of  his  sub- 
jects, the  real  existence  of  that  prince,  and  of 
his  kingdom,  has  always  been  much  disputed.* 

During  the  eighth,  and  part  of  the  ninth 
century,  the  eastern  Jews,  under  the  dominion 
of  the  caliphs,  sustained  their  share  in  the  ca- 
lamities which  resulted  from  the  civil  wars 
among  their  conquerors.  They,  however,  en- 
joyed entire  liberty  of  conscience  under  the 
caliph  Abdalmelech,  and  his  two  successors 
Alwalid  and  Solyman.  Their  academies  flou- 
rished, and  their  doctors  possessed  all  their 
antient  privileges. 

In  the  reign  of  Zeyd  they  suffered  some  op- 
pressions, which  were  caused  more  from  the 
rapaciousness  of  his  ministers,  than  the  cruelty^ 
of  the  monarch.  But  upon  the  dissolution  of 
tlie  government  of  the  Ommiades  under  Mer- 
van,  their  condition  was  ameliorated  by  the 
princes  of  the  dynasty  of  the  Abbassides.t 

*  Basnage,  p.  587.    Modern  Universal  History,  Vol.  XIH.  p.  228. 

"f  The  fall  of  the  Ommiadesj  and  the  establishment  of  the  dynasty 
«f  the  Abbassides  took  place  about  750. — Gibbon. 
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The  caliph  Almansor,  who  was  a  learned  a.  d, 
priiice,  patronized  and  encouraged  literary 
men,  and  invited  a  large  number  of  them  to 
his  court,  without  any  regaixl  to  their  particular 
religious  opinions.  Many  Jews  accepted  the 
invitation  of  this  monarch,  and  took  advantage 
of  his  liberality  to  place  their  academies  in  a 
more  flourishing  condition  than  ever.  They 
boast  of  the  many  famous  men  who  appeared 
among  their  nation  at  this  period.  Among 
whom  rabbi  Acha  was  distinguished  for  his 
profound  learning,  and  his  voluminous  treatise 
on  the  precepts  of  the  law,  under  the  title  of 
Shealtoth,  or  Questions.  About  this  time  rab- 
bi Annanus  i^evived  the  sect  of  the  Sadducees, 
which  had  been  almost  extinct  after  the  de^ 
struction  of  Jerusalem  ;  but  under  him  the  de^ 
nomination  acquired  new  vigour,  and  became 
formidable  to  that  of  the  Pharisees,^ 

The  Jews  of  Arabia  and  Persia  experienced  rm. 
the  mortification  of  having  an  edict  issued 
against  them  by  Iman  Jaaffar,  surnamed  the 
Just.  Stimulated  by  zeal  for  his  religion,  he 
ordained,  that  those  who  embraced  the  Ma- 
hometan faith  should  be  sole  heirs  of  the  prop- 
erty of  the  vvhole  family.     This  decree,  which 

■j-  Some  writers  have  styled  Annanus  the  founder  of  the  C^ra- 
jiea ;  but  according  to  Basaage,  and  the  authors  of  the  Modern 
Universal  History,  this  denomination  were  of  much  earlier  date  j, 
.a^d  Aauauus  only  revived  the  sect  of  the  Sadducees. 


204  HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS. 

was  punctually  executed,  induced  many  Jew- 
ish, and  other  children  to  apostatize,  in  order 
to  obtain  estates,  to  which  they  were  unable  to 
claim  any  just  title. 

Almansor  was  succeeded  by  Mohadi,  who 
obliged  the  Jews  either  to  embrace  the  Ma- 
hometan religion,  or  wear  a  disgraceful  badge 
of  distinction.     In  the  reign  of  this  prince, 
Hakem,  an  impostor,  appeared,  and  by  pretend- 
ed miracles  gained  m.any  disciples.     This  man, 
who  is  said  to  have  been  of  Jewish  origin,  as- 
serted, that  the  divinity,  which  in  former  times 
appeared  in  a  human  shape,  noAV  made  his 
abode  in  him,  and  that  he  was  the  visible  image 
of  the  most  high  God.      Mohadi  sent  forces 
against  the  impostor,  who  besieged  him  in  one 
of  his  fortresses.     Upon  which  he  first  poison- 
ed his  followers,  and  then  destroyed  himself.* 
■^■^'      Aaron,  the  successor  of  Mohadi,  was  dis- 
tinguished for  his  love  of  literature,  and  en- 
couraged and  patronized  learned  men  of  all 
religions,  and  of  every  profession.      In  par- 
ticular he  highly  favoured  the  Jews,  who  were 
dispersed  in  his  dominions,  and  chose  one  of 
their  nation  to  send  on  an  embassy  to  Char- 
lemagne, the    emperour  of   the  west.      He 
succeeded  in  his  commission,  and  enjoyed  a 
distinguished  reputation  at  the  court  of  Aaron. 

*  Basnage,  p.  591.      Gibbon,  Vol.  VH.  p.  189. 
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This  caliph  placed  the  academies  of  the  eastern 
Jews  in  a  flourishing  condition ;  and  they  en- 
joyed profound  tranquillity  during  his  reign. ^ 

Mamoun,  the  brother  of  Aaron,  was  also  a.  d. 
attached  to  literature,  and  caused  the  most  val-  ^^^' 
uable  Jewish  works  to  be  translated  into  Ara- 
bic. And  though  this  instance  of  his  liberality 
exasperated  his  subjects,  he  continued  to  dis- 
tinguish learned  men  of  all  nations  and  re- 
ligions. Mashalla,  a  celebrated  Jewish  as- 
tronomer, was  so  highly  esteemed  at  his  court, 
that  he  was  styled  the  Phoenix  of  the  age. 
During  the  reign  of  Mamoun,  the  famous  im- 
postor Moses  appeared,  who  pretended  that  he 
was  the  great  lawgiver  of  the  Jews,  whom  God 
had  recently  raised  from  the  dead.f 

Al-Wathek,  instead  "of  imitating  the  con-  84i, 
duct  of  the  most  enlightened  caliphs  who 
preceded  him,  became  an  implacable  enemy 
to  the  Jews.  He  hated  this  people,  because 
they  refused  to  receive  the  Koran  as  an  au then- 
tick  revelation ;  and  the  fraudulent  practices 
of  which  they  had  been  guilty  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  finances,  during  the  reign  of  his 
predecessor,  increased  his  enmity  against  them. 
During  his  reign  they  were  loaded  with  heavy 

*  Basnage,  p.  592.  f  Ibid,  p.  594. 
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taxes,  and  obliged  to  pay  large  sums  into  the 
treasury.* 
AD.  Motarakel,  the  successor  of  Al-Wathek, 
treated  the  Jews  with  still  greater  severity. 
He  compelled  them  to  wear  a  cord  or  sash 
round  their  waists,  as  an  invidious  mark  of 
distinction ;  and  excluded  them  from  all  offices 
in  the  Divan,  which  it  appears  they  had  till  then 
enjoyed.  He  forbade  their  riding  on  horses, 
and  only  permitted  them  to  use  asses  or  mules 
with  iron  stirrups. 

The  edicts  of  this  monarch  not  only  extend- 
ed through  his  empire,  but  spread  into  the 
neighbouring  kingdoms  ;  and  these  marks  of 
infamy,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  have  sub- 
sisted ever  since  in  those  countries  which  are 
subjected  to  the  Turks  ;  and  also  in  other  parts 
of  Europe  under  christian  kings.  Many  of 
MotarakePs  successors  treated  this  degraded 
people  with  equal  contempt.  In  the  reign  of 
Mahomed,  the  last  of  the  princes  who  suc- 
ceeded him,  Achmet,  the  governour  of  Egypt^ 
revolted,  and  formed  a  new  dynasty. f 

If  we  turn  from  the  mahometan,  to  the 
christian  monarchs,  we  find  the  Jews  exposed 
to  equal,  if  not  greater  vexations  and  persecu- 

*  Basnage,  p.  594. 

t  Egypt  was  dismembered  from  the  caliphate  about  the  end 
of  tl\e  ninth  ceaturr. 
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tions.  The  empire  in  the  \v^est,  in  the  eighth 
century,  was  greatly  agitated  by  the  civil  dis- 
sensions between  the  Iconoclasts  and  the  wor- 
shippers of  images ;  and  the  Jews  were  un- 
justly accused  of  fomenting  these  dissensions. 
Leo  Isauricus,  the  Grecian  emperour,  com- 
menced his  reign  with  the  persecution  of  this 
people  ;  and  commanded  them  to  abjure  their 
tenets,  and  embrace  Christianity  under  the  se- 
verest penalties.  They  saved  their  lives  by 
dissimulation,  and  consented  to  be  baptized, 
and  receive  the  communion  ;  but  at  the  same 
time  expressed  their  internal  aversion  to  the  re- 
ligion  they  had  recently  professed,  by  washing 
themselves  in  common  water,  and  eating  com- 
mon bread  immediately  after  receiving  the 
sacraments.  The  patrons  of  images,  notwith- 
standing the  strenuous  exertions  of  the  empe- 
rour, at  length  prevailed.  The  Jews,  who  had 
pretended  obedience  to  the  mandates  of  Leo, 
being  suspected  of  insincerity,  were  obliged  to 
subscribe  a  new  formular}',  in  which  they  ac- 
knowledged themselves  worshippers  of  the 
cross,  and  holy  images ;  and  prayed  to  God 
that  he  would  inflict  upon  them  the  leprosy  of 
Gehazi,  and  the  fear  of  Cain,  if  they  did  not 
willingly  conform  to  the  established  religion.^ 

*Fleury's  Ecclesiastical  Historv,  Yol.  V.  p.  43.    Basnagej  p.  569. 
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Nicephorus,  who  succeeded  Leo  about  die 
commencement  of  the  ninth  century,  protected 
the  Jews,  and  permitted  them  to  live  quietly 
under  his  government.  They  were  still  more 
favoured  by  his  successor  Michael,  who  tole- 
rated all  religions  ;  is  said  to  have  imbibed 
something  from  each  denomination  ;  and  en- 
tertained a  peculiar  regard  for  the  Jews."^ 

But  little  is  known  respecting  the  situation 
of  this  people  in  Italy  and  Spain  during  the 
eighth  and  ninth  centuries.  About  the  year 
724,  those  who  resided  in  Spain  involved 
themselves  in  a  new  calamity  by  listening  to 
the  delusive  promises  of  one  of  their  country- 
men, named  Serenus.  This  man,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  dissensions  between  France  and 
Spain,  proclaimed  himself  the  Messiah,  and 
induced  multitudes  to  follow  his  standard  to- 
w^ards  Palestine,  where  he  engaged  to  es- 
tablish his  empire.  The  wealth  which  this 
infatuated  people  left  behind  them  was  seized 
by  the  government.  Those,  who  did  not  per- 
ish by  the  way,  returned  to  Spain  to  lament 
their  blind  credulity,  and  the  losses  they  had 
sustained,  t 

Languedoc,  being  at  this  time  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Visigoths,   (as  well  as  part  of 

*  Modern  Universal  History,  Vol.  XIH.  p.  239. 
t  Basnage,  p.  597, 
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Spain,^)  was  infested  with  frequent  incursions 
of  the  Arabs.  It  is  said,  they  were  in  aUiance 
with,  and  even  invited  by  the  Jews,  who  en- 
gaged to  assist  them  in  destroying  the  Chris- 
tians. They  are  also  accused  of  requesting 
the  aid  of  the  Saracens  to  emancipate  them- 
selves from  the  tyranny  and  oppression  of  the 
bishop  of  Toulouse,  These  mahometan  in- 
vaders, after  traversing  Narbonne,  penetrated 
as  far  as  Lyons,  and  laid  waste  the  country 
with  fire  and  sword.  Charlemagne,  having 
afterwards  completely  defeated  the  Saracens 
and  retaken  Toulouse,  resolved  to  destroy  the 
treacherous  Jews,  who  had  encouraged  the  in- 
vasion, and  occasioned  so  much  bloodshed. 
He  was,  however,  prevailed  upon  to  com- 
mute their  punishment,  and  only  the  princi- 
pal and  most  guilty  suffered  death.  The 
others,  who  inhabited  the  city,  were  con- 
demned to  receive  a  box  on  the  ear  thrice 
a  year  at  the  gates  of  one  of  the  churches, 
which  should  be  named  by  the  bishop  ;  and 
to  pay  a  perpetual  fine  of  thirteen  pounds  of 
W^ax.f 

*  The  Saracens,  or  Moors,  had  invaded  Spam,  and  reduced  a^ 
farge  part  of  that  kingdom. 

t  This  event,  though  related  by  many  historians,  is  disputed  by 
Basnage,  who  admits  only  the  truth  of  two  facts,  viz.  that  Toulouse 
was  besieged  by  the  Sai'acens,  and  that  the  Jews  in  the  city  >\ere 
S  2 
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Charlemagne,  however,  in  some  instances, 
treated  the  Jews  with  gentleness  and  modera- 
tion. They  boasted  of  having  the  liberty  of 
purchasing  the  sacred  utensils  and  rich  furni- 
ture of  the  churches,  which  the  bishops  and 
abbots,  induced  by  luxury  and  avarice,  had 
exposed  to  sale.  And  though  this  monarch 
enacted  a  severe  law,  prohibiting  the  clergy 
from  carrying  on  this  scandalous  traffick,  he 
did  not  exact  any  restitution  from  those  of  He- 
brew origin,  or  lay  any  restrictions  upon  their 
commerce.^ 

They  were  highly  favoured  by  Lewis,  sur- 
named  Debonair,  whose  chief  physician,  nam- 
ed Sedecias,  was  one  of  the  Jewish  nation. 
This  man  had  acquired  such  an  ascendancy 
over  the  monarch,  that  the  courtiers  endeav- 
oured to  conciliate  his,  and  his  countrymens' 
friendship  with  the  richest  presents.  They 
liad  an  easy  access  to  the  person  of  their  sove- 
reign, who  allowed  them  the  liberty  of  erecting 
new  synagogues,  and  granted  them  other  ex- 
tensive privileges.  Such  powerful  protection 
rendered  them  haughty  and  insolent,  and  ex- 
cited the  jealousy  of  the  Christians- 

ill  used  in  the  city,  and  buffeted  in  the  person  of  their  syndick. 
**  This,  says  he,  was  done  out  of  hatred  to  the  Jews,  without  their 
being  guilty  of  the  imputed  crime  of  betraying  the  city;  and  the 
story  of  their  treachery  was  invented,  in  order  to  authoi'ize  the 
punishment  and  the  infamy." — Basnage,  p.  S^So 
*  Basnage,  p.  598« 
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Agobard,  bishop  of  Lyons,  not  only  pro- 
hibited them  from  purchasing  christian  slaves, 
but  forbade  them  to  observe  the  sabbath,  and 
carry  on  any  commerce  with  the  Christians 
during  lent.  They  complained  of  these  edicts 
to  the  king,  who  sent  three  commissaries  to 
Lyons  to  make  inquiries  into  the  bishop's 
conduct ;  and,  upon  their  report,  the  Jews  were 
immediately  restored  to  their  antient  privi- 
leges. Agobard,  being  mortified  and  disap- 
pointed, formed  new  accusations  against  them ; 
but  they  were  rejected  at  court,  as  false  and 
groundless.* 

After  the  bishop  found  all  his  attempts  frus- 
trated, he  resolved  to  take  a  journey  to  court, 
to  solicit  Lewis  more  eiFectually  against  the 
Jews.  But  the  king,  surrounded  by  courtiers 
who  hated  the  prelate,  and  were  attached  to  this 
people,  absolutely  resisted  all  his  solicitations, 
and  only  granted  him  an  audience  when  he  was 
about  to  depart.  The  protection  the  outcasts 
of  Israel  found  at  the  court  of  Lewis  against 
one  of  the  most  learned  bishops  of  the  age, 
rendered  them  so  popular,  that  it  was  said 
openly  at  court,  that  the  descendants  of  Abra- 
ham were  entitled  to  respect.  Even  some 
Christians  observed  Saturday  for  the  sabbath, 
and  preferred  attending  the  sermons  of  the  rah- 

*  Basnage,  p.  599.    Modern  Uniyersal  Hist.  Vol  XUI.  p.  24^. 
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bis  to  those  of  the  curates  and  monks,  who  at 
this  time  were  extremely  ignorant.  It  is  even 
said,  that  a  deacon  named  Paudo  quitted  his 
office  in  the  church,  and  went  over  to  the  syn- 
gogue.^ 

The  Jews,  under  Charles  the  bald,  were  less 
flourishing  and  popular,  than  they  had  been 
during  the  reign  of  his  predecessor.  One  of 
the  French  bishops,  named  Remisius,  ordered 
the  clergy  in  his  diocese  to  preach  every  Satur- 
day in  the  synagogues.  This  induced  a  num- 
ber of  Jewish  parents  to  send  their  children  to 
other  parts  of  the  kingdom  in  order  to  prevent 
their  conversion.  Remisius  complained  of 
their  conduct  to  the  king,  and  persuaded  him 
to  command  the  bishop  of  Aries,  and  other 
prelates,  to  follow  his  example.  The  conse- 
quence was,  that  many  of  the  Jewish  children 
were  voluntarily  baptized.  Soon  after  Charles 
was  poisoned  by  Sedecias,  the  Jewish  physician, 
who  was  so  famous  in  the  preceeding  reign ; 
and  it  was  supposed  he  was  instigated  to  com- 
mit this  crime  by  his  countrymen,  who  hated 
the  king,  because  he  favoured  these  conver- 
sions. It  was,  however,  discovered,  that  many 
oi  the  nobility  corrupted  Sedecias,  and  engag- 
ed him  to  destroy  the  life  of  his  sovereign.! 

*  l^asnage,  p.  599.    t  I^'d.  Modern  Univer.  Hist.  Vol.  XIIL  p.  2^. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS.  2 13 

The  Jews  were  also  accused  of  favouring  the 
incursions  of  the  Normans,  which  took  place 
during  the  reign  of  Charles ;  and  of  treacherous- 
ly betraying  Bourdeaux  and  other  cities  into 
the  hands  of  these  invaders.  They  were  still 
exposed  to  the  ignominious  sentence  of  being 
buffeted  three  times  every  year  at  the  church 
door.  But  this  indignity,  which  originated 
from  a  decree  of  Charlemagne,  w^as  not  exe- 
cuted on  all  the  Jews,  but  confined  to  the  syn- 
dick,  or  head  magistrate,  who  received  this 
punishment  in  the  name  of  the  rest.  In  re- 
mote cities  they  were  also  liable  to  many  in- 
sults from  the  populace.  At  Beziers,  in  Lan- 
guedoc,  it  was'the  custom  to  throw  stones  up- 
on them  from  Palm  Sunday  to  the  Tuesday  on. 
Easter  week.  This  indignity,  however,  was 
at  length  redeemed  by  a  tribute  which  they 
paid  to  the  bishop  in  this  place.* 

*  Basnage,  p.  692.     Gi'egoire,  p.  22!%. 
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* 
^  CHAP.  XII. 

Flourishing  state  of  learning  among  the  eastern  Jews  at  the  conr- 
raencement  of  the  tenth  centur}'^.  Their  tranquillity  is  inter- 
rupted by  internal  divisions.  Of  their  learned  rabbis.  The  Jews 
in  Egypt  are  persecuted  by  the  caliph  Hakem,  who  introduces 
anew  religion.  They  are  expelled  from  the  east.  Some  of  the 
most  learned  among  them  pass  into  Spain,  and  cultivate  litera- 
ture under  the  Saracens.  The  Talmud  is  translated  into  the 
Arabic  language.  They  attempt  to  convert  the  Mahometans; 
and  are  persecuted  by  the  king  of  Grenada.  King  Ferdinand  I. 
resolves  to  destroy  them  ;  but  is  prevented  by  the  pope  and 
bishops.  The  revolution  caused  by  the  Moors  in  Africa  extri- 
cates them  from  persecution.  They  are  favoured  by  Alphonso, 
and  his  grandson  Peter.  The  Crusaders  massacre  the  Jews. 
Disputes  arise  among  them  respecting  the  study  of  the  sciences. 
Of  the  learned  rabbis  in  Spain  and  France. 

A.  D.  While  Christendom  was  involved  in  dark- 
^^^'  ness  and  ignorance,  the  Saracens  became  the 
patrons  of  philosophy  in  the  east.  The  Jews^ 
under  their  dominion,  imitated  their  example, 
and  applied  to  learning  with  assiduity  and  suc^ 
cess.*  New  academies  were  erected  in  con- 
sequence of  the  rapid  increase  of  professors  and 
pupils ;  and  those  which  had  subsisted  for 
ages  were  placed  in  a  flourishing  condition, 
under  able  preceptors.  The  Jews  boast,  that 
the  famous  men  who  appeared  among  them  at 

*  In  the  ninth  century  the  Jews  began  to  make  themselves  ac- 
quainted with  the  sciences  of  the  Arabs.  In  particular  they  eX" 
celled  in  the  study  of  medicine.  From  the  beginning  of  the  ninth 
to  the  end  of  the  thirteenth  century  eminent  schools  of  philosophy 
flourished  in  the  Saracen  empire. — ErifielcTs  Philosphy,  Vol.  II. 
p.  234. 
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this  time,  were  superiour  to  those  of  any  pre- 
ceding age,  since  their  dispersion.^ 

Their  tranquillity  was,  however,  soon  inter- 
rupted by  internal  divisions.  David,  prince  of 
the  captivity,  an  haughty  and  ambitious  man, 
had,  according  to  the  Jewish  accounts,  found 
means  to  deliver  his  nation  from  the  tribute, 
which  till  then  they  wxre  compelled  to  pay  to 
the  caliphs.  After  having  thus  augmented  his 
authority,  he  reigned  as  absolutely  as  an  eastern 
monaixh.  In  consequence  of  his  arrogant  be- 
haviour, frequent  altercations  took  place  be- 
tween him  and  the  heads  of  the  academies,! 
wliich  produced  fatal  divisions,  and  involved 
the  Jew^s  in  fresh  difficulties. 

The  nation  at  this  time  were  so  numerous  a.  d. 
and  powerful,  that  those  in  the  city  of  Pheruty  ^^"^' ' 
Shiboour  are  said  to  have  amounted  to  nine 
hundred  thousand.  A  new  academy  was 
founded  in  this  city,  at  the  head  of  which  was 
the  famous  rabbi  Sherira,  under  whom  it  flou- 
rished about  thirty  years.     He  was  a  man  of 

*  Basnage,  p.  601. 
•}•  The  power  of  the  heads  of  the  academies  was  almost  equal  to 
that  of  the  princes.  For  the  latter  could  not  enact  any  laws  except 
they  were  sanctioned  by  tlie  former.  These  chiefs  have  had  fre- 
quent insurrections  against  each  other.  The  pi-inces  of  the  cap- 
tivity and  heads  of  tlie  academies  v  ere  both  elected  by  a  majority 
of  votes  ;  and  sometimes  both  these  dignities  were  vested  in  the 
sam^  person.— i>asno^e,/'- C03. 
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great  learning,  but  a  violent  enemy  to  the  Chris- 
tians, particularly  to  the  monks ;  and  on  that 
account  more  highly  respected  by  his  breth- 
ren. When  arrived  at  an  advanced  age,  he 
was  succeeded  by  his  son  Hay,^  who  obtained 
such  a  distinguished  reputation,  that  the  Jews 
resorted  from  all  parts  to  attend  his  instruc- 
tions ;  and  styled  him,  "  the  most  excellent  of 
all  the  excellent.  He  was  placed  at  the  head 
of  two  academies,  and  elected  prince  of  the 
captivity.     He  died  in  1037,  aged  sixty  nine 

years,  t 

The  Jews,  in  the  reign  of  the  caliph  Hakem, 
suffered  persecution  for  a  short  time  in  Egypt. 
The  object  of  this  monarch  was  to  abolish 
Islamism,  and  establish  a  new  religion,  of 
which  he  should  be  the  head.J  The  large  num- 
ber of  Pagans,  who  acceded  to  his  novel  dog- 
mas and  pretentions,  flattered  his  vanity,  and 
induced  him  to  persecute  the  Christians  and 
Jews,  who  opposed  and  contemned  his  doc- 

*  The  Jews  pretend  that  he  was  lineally  descended  from  king 
David,  hence  he  bore  the  lion  on  his  arms,  as  did  all  the  kings  of 
Judah,  agreeably  to  Jacob's  prophecy  concerning  that  tribe.  But 
he  acquired  still  greater  celebrity  by  various  writings,  particularly 
the  famous  cabbalistical  work,  styled  "the  voice  of  God  in  power." 
Modern  Univer.  Hist.  Vol.  XIII.  p.  247. 

f  Basnage,  p.  602. 

i  He  blended  the  religion  of  the  Druses,  an  ancient  sect  little 
known,  with  other  tenets,  which  he  pretended  to  receive  from  tlic 
Deity. — Basnage,  p.  605. 
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trines.  He  obliged  the  latter  to  wear  a  dis- 
graceful mark  of  distinction ;  commanded  their 
synagogues  to  be  shut ;  and  compelled  them 
to  embrace  his  tenets.  But  he  soon  changed 
his  opinions,  and  permitted  them  to  return  to 
their  former  relie:ion.^ 

.  A   B 

The  caliphs  of  the  house  of  the  Abbassides,  1039. 
who  had  always  favoured  the  Jews,  having  lost 
their  authority,  the  sultan  Gela  Doullat,  who 
reigned  by  the  name  of  Cajem,  resolved  to  ex- 
tirpate this  unhappy  people.  For  this  purpose 
he  shut  up  their  academies  ;  banished  their 
professors ;  and  killed  the  prince  of  the  cap- 
tivity, with  his  family.  This  persecution  dis- 
persed some  of  the  nation  into  the  desarts  of 
Arabia,  while  others  sought  an  asylum  in  the 
west.  From  the  period  in  which  the  Jews 
were  expelled  from  the  east,  most  authors 
date  the  total  extinction  of  the  princes  of  the 
captivity  ;  but,  if  we  may  believe  the  Jewish 
travellers,  Benjamin  de  Tudela  and  rabbi  Pe- 
tachiah,  who  visited  their  brethren  in  the 
twelfth  century,  they  still  found  one  of  these 
chiefs  among  the  Israelites  in  Persia,  who 
boasted  that  he  was  lineally  descended  from 
the  prophet  Samuel.  If  this  account  is  true, 
it  proves  that  these  princes  were  not  ail  of  the 

*  Basnage,  p.  605. 
Vol.  I.  T 
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lineage  of  David,  as  the  Jews  pretend.  It  is 
evident,  however,  that  they  were  seldom  seen 
after  the  eleventh  century  ;  and  preserved  only 
an  empty  name  without  authority.* 

When  the  Jews  were  expelled  from  the  east, 
multitudes  of  the  nation  passed  into  Africa, 
and  from  thence  joined  their  brethren  in  Spain, 
who  were  favoured  by  the  caliphs.  They  had 
assisted  the  Saracens  in  the  conquest  of  this 
kingdom ;  and  gratitude,  as  well  as  policy,  indu- 
ced the  victors  to  reward  those  to  whose  open 
or  secret  aid  they  were  so  much  indebted. 
An  intimate  connexion,  therefore,  took  place 
between  the  disciples  of  Moses  and  those  of 
Mahomet,  which  was  cemented  by  their  re- 
ciprocal hatred  of  the  Christians ;  and  subsisted 
till  their  common  expulsion. f 

Some  of  the  most  learned  men  among  the 
Jews,  after  their  banishment  from  the  east, 
found  an  asylum  in  Spain,  and  were  patronized 
by  the  Saracen  m.onarchs.  This  period,  there- 
fore, was  one  of  the  most  brilliant  epochas  of 
Jewish  literature  from  the  time  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  Jerusalem.  Even  in  the  darkest  ages 
of  their  history  they  cultivated  their  language 
with  assiduitv,  and  were  never  destitute  of 
grammarians,  or  subtle  interpreters  of  the 
scripture.    But,  generally  speaking,  it  was  only 

*  Basiiage,  p.  605.  f  History  cf  Spain. 
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during  their  union  with  the  Saracens  in  Spain,* 
or  in  the  flourishing  ages  of  the  caHphs  of 
Bagdat,  that  they  ventured  into  general  litera- 
ture, and  used  in  tlieir  writings  a  foreign,  and 
consequently  (in  their  view)  a  profane  lan- 
guage, f 

While  the  attention  of  the  Christians  and 
Mahometans  in  Spain  was  occupied  by  their 
mutual  hostilities,  the  Jews  enjoyed  an  interval 
of  tranquillity.  Their  academies  were  in  a 
flourishing  state  under  the  Saracen  monarchs  ; 
and  they  became  numerous  and  affluent.  Dur- 
ing this  prosperous  era  many  learned  doctors 
appeared  among  them,  whose  erudition  has 
been  celebrated  by  Jewish  writers.  The  Tal- 
mud, however,  was  so  little  known  in  Spain, 
that  they  were  obliged  to  send  deputies  to  the 
Babylonian  academies,  to  decide  the  disputes 
w^hich  arose  among  them.  Even  the  prayers 
which  they  offered  up  on  the  grand  expiation 
day,  and  other  national  fasts,  were  composed 
by  one  of  the  Babylonish  rabbis.  Hasheym  11. 
the  Saracen  monarch  of  Cordova,  who  was  a 
friend  and  patron  to  the  Israelites,  commanded 
this  celebrated  work  to  be  translated  into  the 
Arabic  language,  in  order  cither  to  gratify  his 
curiosity,  or  prevent  their  frequent  excursions 

*  The  Saracens  subdued  Spain  ill  the  eighth  century. 
I  Butler's  Horje  Bibliccs. 
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to  Bagdat,  or  Jerusalem,  from  which  it  is  said 
he  apprehended  fatal  consequences.* 

The  wars  in  Spain,  which  raged  with  vio- 
lence during  the  eleventh  century, f  and  the 
revolutions  to  which  they  gave  rise,  were  in 
their  commencement  beneficial  to  the  Jews. 
Rabbi  Samuel  Levi,  being  secretary  and  prime 
minister  to  the  king  of  Grenada,  was  by  him 
appointed  chief  of  their  nation,  and  exerted 
himself  to  the  utmost  to  promote  their  interest 
?ind  honour.  For  this  purpose  he  sent  for 
some  of  the  most  learned  Jewish  rabbis  from 
Babylon  and  Egypt,  to  whom  he  was  a  liberal 
benefactor.  His  countrymen  had  the  satis- 
faction of  seeing  his  son  succeed  him  in  all  his 
10^5.  dignities.  Their  joy,  however,  was  damped 
by  his  arrogant  behaviour,  which  was  very 
diiferent  from  that  of  his  father,  who  in  the 
zenith  of  his  prosperity  was  distinguished  for 
humility  and  moderation.  J 

The  interval  of  tranquillity  which  the  Jews 
enjoyed,  v/as,  about  the  middle  of  the  eleventh 
century,  disturbed  by  an  unfortunate  event. 
Joseph  Hallevi,  a  learned  and  zealous  rabbi, 

*  Basnage,  p.  606. 

•j-  About  the  beginning  of  the  eleventh  century,  Toledo,  Valentia, 
Seville,  and  almost  all  the  great  cities  in  Spain,  had  their  indepen- 
dent kingdoms. — RusselVs  Modern  Europe j  Vol.  l.p.  180. 

*  Basnage,  p.  607. 
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assisted  by  the  Arabic  version  of  the  Talmud, 
endeavoured  to  convert  the  Mahometans  to 
the  Jewish  faidi.  The  king  of  Grenada,  highly- 
exasperated  at  this  attempt  against  the  estab- 
lished rehgion,  caused  the  principal  offender 
to  be  apprehended  and  executed.  A  violent 
persecution  of  his  nation  immediately  followed, 
and  one  hundred  thousand  families  experien- 
ced its  destructive  effects.  The  severity  of  this 
monarch  was  more  sensibly  felt  after  a  series 
of  prosperity,  which  had  rendered  them  affluent 
and  powerful.  They  were  apprehensive  that 
the  other  sovereigns  would  follow  his  exam- 
ple. But  the  persecution  was  quickly  sup- 
pressed, and  did  not  extend  beyond  the  king- 
dom of  Grenada.* 

The  Jews  were  exposed  to  suffer  still  more 
severe  and  cruel  treatment  under  king  Ferdi- 
nand. This  monarch,  having  declared  war 
against  the  Saracens,  resolved  to  consecrate 
his  enterprize  by  previously  extirpating  all 
the  Israelites  in  his  kingdom.  But  the  Spanish 
prelates  openly  condemned  and  opposed  this 
measure ;  and  pope  Alexander  II.  wrote  a  let- 
ter to  them,  in  which  he  highly  commended 
their  opposition  to  Ferdinand's  bloody  design  ; 
severely  reproved  this  monarch  for  his  furious 

*  Basnage,  p.  607. 
T  2 
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and  unchristian  zeal ;  and  reminded  him  of 
the  example  of  pope  Gregory  the  great,  who 
had  strenuously  opposed  similar  persecution, 
and  the  demolishing  of  the  synagogues.  The 
united  remonstrances  of  the  pope  and  bishops 
delivered  the  Jews  from  the  impending  evil.^ 
1080.*  The  revolution,  caused  by  the  Moors  in 
Africa,  more  effectually  extricated  them  at  this 
period  from  persecution,  Alphonso,  the  suc- 
cessor of  Ferdinand,  being  extremely  distres- 
sed by  the  increasing  power  of  the  Saracens, 
found  himself  obliged  to  befriend  and  caress 
the  Jews  in  order  to  obtain  from  them  personal 
and  pecuniary  assistance.  Accordingly  he 
promoted  them  to  great  and  lucrative  offices  ; 
and  even  allowed  them  to  be  judges  over  the 
Christians.  Pope  Gregory  highly  disapproved 
of  this  last  mstance  of  the  king's  indulgence  ; 
and  upbraided  him  with  having  "exalted  the 
synagogue  of  Satan  above  the  church  of 
Christ."  The  remonstrances  of  the  Roman 
pontiff  could  not  induce  the  monarch  to  di- 
minish those  privileges,  w^hich  he  had  granted 
merely  from  interested  motives.f 

Peter  I.  the  grandson  of  Alphonso,  was 
equally  regardless  of  the  remonstrances  of 
Nicolas  de  Valentia,  who  endeavoured  to  pre- 
judice the  king  against  the  Jews,  by  painting 

*  JBasnage,  p.  COr.  t  ^^^^ 
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in  strong  colours  their  hatred  to  the  Chris- 
tians ;  and  assuring  him,  that  they  were  his 
most  dangerous  and  inveterate  enemies.  But 
this  monaixh  was  averse  to  persecution ;  and 
maintained  that  violence  would  have  no  last- 
ing, or  beneficial  effect.  The  moderation  of 
Peter  could  not,  however,  preserve  this  un- 
happy people  in  several  other  parts  of  Spain 
from  the  fury  of  the  Crusaders,*  who  massa- 

•  The  crusades,  or  expeditions  to  recover  the  holy  land  from 
the  bands  of  the  Mahometans,  commenced  about  the  year  1095. 
The  foundation  of  these  expeditions  was  a  superstitious  veneratioa 
for  those  places  where  our  Saviour  performed  his  miracles,  and 
finished  the  Avork  of  redemption,  Peter  the  hermit,  a  native  of 
Amiens  in  Picardy,  had  made  the  pilgrimage  to  Jerusalem,  and  be- 
ing deeply  affected  with  the  dangers  to  which  the  pilgrims  were 
exposed,  as  well  as  the  oppressions  which  the  eastern  Christiana 
endured,  formed  the  bold  design  of  leading  into  Asia,  from  the 
furthest  extremities  of  the  west,  armies  sufficient  to  subdue  that 
warlike  nation,  which  then  possessed  the  holy  land.  This  fanatical 
monk  ran  from  province  to  province,  with  a  crucifix,  exciting 
princes  and  people  to  the  holy  war ;  and  wherever  he  came  kinr 
died  the  same  enthusiastick  ardour  with  which  he  himself  was  an- 
imated. People  of  all  ranks  caught  the  contagion ;  not  only  the 
gallant  nobles  of  the  age  with  their  martial  followers,  but  men  in 
the  more  humble  and  pacifick  stations  in  life ;  ecclesiasticks  of  every 
order,  and  even  women  and  children  engaged  with  emulation  ia 
an  undertaking  which  was  deemed  sacred  and  meritorious.  If  we 
may  believe  the  concurring  testimony  of  cotemporary  authors, 
six  millions  of  persons  assumed  the  cross,  which  was  the  badge  that 
distinguished  such  as  devoted  themselves  to  this  holy  warfare.  Nor 
did  the  fumes  of  this  enthusiastick  zeal  evaporate  at  once ;  the 
phrenzy  was  as  lasting  as  it  was  extravagant.  During  two  centuries 
Europe  seems  to  have  had  no  object  but  to  recover,  or  keep  pos- 
session of  the  holy  land ;  and  during  this  period  vast  armies  con- 
tinued to  march  to  Palestine.-— i?o6er?so7i'«  Histoi^  of  Charles  V' 
Vol.  J.  p.  22. 
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cred  vast  numbers  of  them.  Under  the  idea 
of  procuring  a  blessing  on  their  expedition, 
they  destroyed  the  descendants  of  those,  who 
crucified  our  Saviour.* 

Notwithstanding  all  the  persecutions  the 
Jews  suffered  in  Spain  during  the  eleventh 
century,  many  rabbis  appeared,  who  were  dis- 
tinguished for  ability  and  learning.  Samuel 
Cophni,  a  native  of  Cordova,  published  a  com- 
mentary on  the  Pentateuch,  the  manuscript  of 
which  is  still  extant  in  the  Vatican  library. 
Soon  after  him  flourished  the  five  Isaacs  at 
nearl|^  the  same  period  ;  one  of  whom,  called 
Isaac  Alphesi,  came  from  Africa  to  Spain. 
He  was  esteemed  the  most  learned  man  of  his 
age ;  and  was  chosen  chief  of  the  captivity  in 
this  kingdom.  The  second  of  the  Isaacs  was 
the  son  of  Baruch,  who  derived  his  origin  from 
the  ancient  Baruch,  and  pretended,  that  his 
family  came  to  Spain  as  early  as  the  reign  of 
Titus,  and  had  subsisted  there  till  this  time. 
He  understood  Latin,  Greek,  and  Arabic ; 
and  was  so  profoundly  versed  in  mathematicks, 
that  the  king  of  Grenada,  who  was  a  passionate 
admirer  of  this  science,  sent  for  him  to  court 
in  order  to  receive  his  instructions.  This 
monarch  treated  him  with  such  flattering  dis- 
tinction, that  he  continued  to  reside  at  his  court 

*  Basnage,  p.  608. 
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till  his  death,  which  took  place  1007.  The 
other  three  Isaacs  were  also  men  of  distin- 
guished ability  and  learning.^ 

The  number  of  famous  rabbis,  who  appear- 
ed in  Spain  during  the  eleventh  and  twelfth 
centuries,  gave  rise  to  disputes  respecting  the 
utility  of  studying  the  sciences.  Those  who 
had  acquired  a  taste  for  literature  ardently  wish- 
ed to  make  flirther  improvements.  According 
to  Enfield,!  "  the  attention,  which  was  paid 
to  the  writings  of  Aristotle,  J  both  by  Arabi- 
ans and  Christians,  excited  the  emulation  of 
the  Jews,  who  addicted  themselves  to  the  study 
of  the  Peripatetic  philosophy.  This  innova- 
tion, so  inconsistent  with  the  reverence  which 
they  professed  to  entertain  for  the  law  and 
traditions  of  their  fathers,  was  exceedingly 
displeasing .  to  the  zealous  advocates  for  Tal- 
mudic  learning,  who  easily  perceived,  that  as 
the  one  gained  ground,  the  other  w^ould  de- 
cline." The  ancient  curse  denounced  upon 
the  Jew  who  should  instruct  his  son  in  Gre- 

*  Basnage,  p.  609.     Modern  Univer.  Hist.  Vol.  XHI.  p.  256. 

t  Enfield's  Philosophy,  Vol.  II,  p.  204. 

T  To  facilitate  the  study  of  Aristotle  among  the  Jews,  his  wri- 
tings were  translated  from  tlve  Arabic  to  the  Hebrew  tongue.  Sev- 
eral other  ancient  works,  particularly  the  Elements  of  Euclid,  and 
the  medical  writings  of  the  Greeks,  towards  the  close  of  the  thir- 
teenth century,  appeai'cd  in  a  Hebrew  dress. 
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cian  learning  was  revived.  But  rabbi  Sol- 
pmon-Ben- Abraham,  who  taught  at  Barcelona, 
mitigated  the  severity  of  this  decree,  which  he 
had  not  sufficient  courage  to  abolish  ;  and  pro- 
nounced an  anathema  and  sentence  of  excom- 
munication against  all,  who  began  to  study 
Greek  before  they  were  twenty  years  old. 
Rabbi  Mar,  however,  restored  the  Jewish  stu- 
dents to  the  entire  liberty  of  learning  the  lan- 
guages, as  well  as  the  arts  and  sciences.* 

In  France,  during  the  tenth  and  eleventh 
centuries,  only  a  few  rabbis  appeared,  who 
were  distinguished  for  ability  and  learning. 
The  most  celebrated  among  them  was  rabbi 
Gersion,  who  flourished  in  the  eleventh  century. 
Some  suppose  he  was  a  native  of  Germany ; 
however,  he  published  his  book  of  constitu- 
tions in  this  kingdom.  Though  a  long  time 
elapsed  before  this  work  met  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  other  Jewish  doctors  ;  yet  it  was 
received  as  a  code  of  excellent  laws  about  the 
year  1204,  and  its  author  dignified  with  the 
title  of  the  "  Light  of  the  French  Captivity,  "f 

Jacob,  the  son  of  Jekar,  one  of  Gersion's 
pupils,  was  a  great  musician  and  casuist ;  and 
the  succeeding  Jewish  doctors  followed  his 
decisions  with  implicit  reverence.  Rabbi  Ju- 
dah,  another  of  his  disciples,  also  held  a  dis- 


Basnage,  p.  610.  f  Ibid. 
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tinguished  rank  among  the  learned  nien  of  his 
nation.      He  composed  a  treatise  on  the  rights 
of  women ;    and  a  work  on  the  Jewish  cal- 
culations of  time.     According  to  his  account 
their  first   epocha  was   from  their  departure 
from  Egypt ;    they  began  another  date  from 
the  period  in  which  they  were  first  governed 
by  kings  ;  and  a  third  from  the  time  Alexander 
the  great  first  entered  Jerusalem,  which  was 
observed  till  the  tenth  century,  during  which 
period  rabbi   Sherira  flourished,  and  obliged 
his  nation  to  date  from  the   creation  of  the 
world.     He  also  pubHshed  a  number  of  ser- 
mons.     Another  of  Gersion's  pupils,  rabbi 
Moses  Hardarshian,  or  the  preacher,  acquired 
a  distinguished  reputation.     He,  and  rabbi  Ju- 
dah,  introduced  the  custom  of  preaching  in 
the  synagogues,  which  had    been  much  ne- 
glected.    The  former  was  the  author  of  a  com- 
mentary on  Genesis,  which  has  often   been 
quoted  by  Christians  against  the  Jews.^ 

Joseph-Ben-Gorian,  known  to  his  nation  by 
the  name  of  Josippon,  is  supposed  by  Basnage 
and  others,  to  have  been  a  French  rabbi  of  the 
eleventh  century.  He  endeavoured  in  his 
History  of  the  Jews,  written  in  Hebrew^,  to 
pass  for  the  famous  historian  Josephus,  and 

*  Basnage,  p.  609. 
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has  succeeded  with  his  nation.*  But  the 
most  learned  christian  writers  reject  this  per- 
formance as  spurious,  on  account  of  the  many 
interpolations,  modern  names,  and  contradic- 
tions, which  are  found  in  this  histor}% 


CHAP.  XIII. 

Of  the  Jews  in  Hungary  during  the  eleventh  century.  Persecution 
of  this  people  in  Germany  and  Bohemia.  The  Crusaders  mas- 
sacre vast  multitudes  of  them  in  their  march  through  the  cities 
of  Germany  to  the  holy  land.  They  arrive  at  Jerusalem,  besiege 
and  take  the  city,  and  put  all  the  Jews  to  death  Of  the  second 
crusade.    The  Jews  are  massacred  in  most  parts  of  Europe. 

A.  D.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  eleventh  centu- 
•  ry")  St.  Ladislaus,  king  of  Hungary,  convened 
a  synod,  which  prohibited  the  Jews  from  mar- 
jrying  christian  women,  or  purchasing  slaves 
who  had  embraced  this  religion.  Coloman,  his 
son  and  successor,  also  forbade  their  making 
use  of  christian  slaves  ;  but  he  permitted  tliem 
to  buy  and  cultivate  lands  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  a  bishop.  These  laws  clearly  demon- 
strate, that  they  were  numerous  and  powerful 
in  this  kingdom.! 

*  Priestley's  Letters  to  the  Jews,  p.  4.  David  Levi  asserts,  that 
^e  work  called  Josephoen  Ben  Gorian  was  written  by  Josephus  to 
the  Jews  in  Hebrew ;  and  that  the  other  history,  to  which  his 
name  is  prefixed,  was  written  to  the  Romans  in  Greek.— Xcw'j 
I^effer^  to^  Priestley y  p.  67. 

t  Basnage,  p.  616. 
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The  number  and  power  of  the  Jews  had  also 
become  great  in  Germany  ;  and  they  had 
erected  superb  synagogues  in  most  of  the 
principal  cities,  particularly  at  Treves,  Cologn, 
Metz  and  Francfort.  They  had  passed  from 
Franconia  into  Bohemia ;  and  having  in  the 
eleventh  century  assisted  the  Christians  against 
the  irruptions  of  the  barbarians,  were  allowed 
the  privilege  of  a  synagogue.  They  suifered 
indeed  severe  persecutions  in  several  parts  of 
these  kingdoms ;  and  the  fanaticism  of  the 
populace  frequently  exposed  them  to  destruc- 
tion. A  priest  named  Gotescal,  at  the  head 
of  fifteen  thousand  banditti,  declared  war 
against  them  ;  and  being  supported  and  en- 
couraged by  several  monarchs,  passed  into 
Hungary,  and  committed  the  m.ost  horrid  out- 
rages upon  this  unhappy  people.  But  at 
length  it  being  discovered,  that  he  pillaged  the 
Christians  as  well  as  the  Jews,  he  was  sur- 
prised and  slain  with  the  greatest  part  of  his 
army. 

Not  long  after,  the  landgrave  of  Lininghen 
declared  himself  the  persecutor  of  the  Jews,  and 
committed  several  acts  of  violence  against  them. 
But  on  his  attempting  to  penetrate  into  Hunga- 
r}-,  he  was  surprised  and  defeated.  The  ernpe- 
rour  Henry  IV.  exerted  himself  in  defence  of 

Toi.  I.  U 
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this  oppressed  people ;  and  ordered  them  to  be 
remstated  in  their  abodes  and  property.  This 
occasioned  fresh  complaints  against  them ;  and 
they  were  accused  of  having  exaggerated  their 
losses,  in  order  to  enrich  themselves  by  a  more 
plentiful  restitution.* 

Soon  after,  the  Crusaders  involved  them  in 
the  most  terrible  calamities  they  had  ever  ex- 
perienced since  the  reign  of  Adrian.  These 
expeditions  awakened  all  the  rage  of  their  en- 
emies against  tliiem  ;  and  "  their  population 
seemed  to  have  increased  only  to  furnish  new 
victims*"  The  champions  of  the  cross,  in 
their  march  through  Germany  to  the  holy 
land,  massacred  all  who  refused  to  profess  the 
christian  religion.  Fifteen  hundred  were  burnt 
at  Strasburgh,  thirteen  hundred  at  Mayence ; 
and  the  flames  being  communicated  to  the 
city,  it  was  in  great  danger  of  being  reduced 
to  ashes,  t  This  massacre  was  continued  from 
the  month  of  April  till  July.  According  to 
the  Jewish}  historians,  five  thousand  of  their 

*  Basnage,  p.  616. 

f  Gregoire  on  the  Reformation  of  the  Jews,  p.  5. 

i:  A  Modern  Jewish  author  has  thus  described  the  miseries  his 
nation  endured  from  the  fury  of  the  Crusadei's:  "When  from  his 
solitary  retreat  an  enthusiastick  hermit  preached  the  crusades  to 
the  nations  of  Europe,  and  a  part  ojits  inhabitants  left  their  coun- 
try to  moisten  with  their  blood  the  i)lains  of  Palestine,  the  knell  of 
promiscuous  massacre  toiled  before  the  alarm-bell  of  war.  Millions 
of  Jews  were  then  iriurdered  to  glut  the  pious  rage  of  the  Crusa- 
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nation  were  either  slaughtered  or  drowned ; 
and  the  number  of  those,  who  preserved  their 
lives  by  dissimulation,  was  much  more  con- 
siderable. They  were  so  far  from  exaggera- 
ting", that  the  christian  writers  make  the 
amount  of  those  who  were  destroyed  vastly 
greater.  The  Batavian  annalists  assert,  that 
upwards  of  twelve  thousand  were  slain  in  their 
country  ;  and  all  agree,  that  the  number  of 
those  who  perished  in  other  parts  of  Germany* 
was  almost  incredible.  Many,  in  the  phrenzy 
of  despair,  put  a  period  to  their  own  lives. 
Even  some  women  at  Treves,  seeing  the 
Crusaders  approaching,  killed  their  children, 
telling  them,  "  that  it  was  much  better  to  send 
them  into  Abraham's  bosom,  than  to  abandon 
them  to  the  Christians."  Some  of  the  men 
barricaded    their    houses,    and    precipitating 

ders.  It  was  by  tearing  the  entrails  of  their  brethren  that  these 
■warriors  sought  to  deserve  the  protection  of  Heaven.  Skulls  of 
men  and  bleeding  hearts  were  offered  as  holocausts  on  the  altars  of 
that  God  who  has  no  pleasure  even  in  the  blood  of  the  innocent 
lamb  ;  and  ministers  of  peace  were  thi'own  into  a  holy  enthusiasm 
by  these  bloody  sacrifices.  It  is  thus  that  Basil,  Treves,  Coblentz, 
and  Cologn,  became  human  shambles." — appeal  to  the  Justice  of 
Kings  and  JVationSy  by  JM.  J^Iichcel  Berr. 

*  Metz  is,  perhaps,  the  only  city  in  Germany  where  the  Crus* 
aders  did  not  embrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  the  Jews.  Lewis' 
the  young,  on  his  departure  for  Palestine,  assembled  his  army  in 
this  place;  and  yet  it  is  not  said,  that  the  Jews  received  any  insult. 
The  silence  of  history  in  this  respect  amounts  to  a  positive  proof, 
if  we  consider,  that  Metz  then  had  historians.— Grtf_^o/re,  P-  24'J. 
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themselves,  their  families,  and  wealth  into  the 
rivers,  or  the  flames,  disappointed  the  malice, 
or  at  least  the  avarice  of  their  implacable  ene- 

s^^-^^-inies.  Others,  who  were  less  obstinate,  fled  for 
refuge  to  the  palace  of  Egibert  the  bishop. 
This  prelate  preached  to  them  a  sermon,  by 
which  they  pretended  to  be  converted.  But, 
as  soon  as  the  influence  of  terrour  was  with- 
drawn, all  except  one  resumed  their  former 
religion. 

During  this  period  of  darkness  and  fanati- 
cism, while  the  publick  outcry  denounced 
vengeance  against  an  unbelieving  race,  it  must 
gratify  every  benevolent  heart  to  catch  a  fee- 
ble voice  in  history  whispering  consolation  to 
the  sufferers  in  Israel.  Our  pleasure  is  in- 
creased when  we  discover  this  humanity  among 
the  clergy,  who  have  been  often  accused  of  in- 
stigating the  persecutions  against  them.  At 
Mayence  and  Spires  we  find  prelates  shelter- 
ing them  from  the  fury  of  the  Crusaders,  re- 
ceiving the  fugitives  to  their  houses,  and  even 
causing  some  of  their  persecutors  to  be  exe- 
cuted. The  bishop  of  Spires,  in  particular, 
has  been  celebrated  for  his  active  interference 
in  their  behalf.* 

1099,*       After   murdering    the    Jews  in  the  cities 
through  which  they  passed,  the  champions  of 

*  Gregoire  on  the  Reformation  of  the  Jews,  p.  5,  6. 
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the  cross  advanced  in  order  to  invest  Jerusalem, 
which  they  regarded  as  the  consummation  of  all 
their  labours.  They  tookjthe  city*  by  assault, 
after  a  siege  of  five  weeks ;  and,  impelled  by  a 
mixture  of  military  and  religious  rage,  destroy- 
ed the  inhabitants  without  distinction  of  sex  or 
age.  Their  fury  rose  to  such  an  height,  that 
all  the  Jews,  being  the  successors  of  those  who 
had  crucified  our  Saviour,  were  most  inhu- 
manly put  to  death. t 

The  persecutions  which  the  Jews  suffered  lUr" 
from  the  Crusaders  were  not  terminated  after 
the  conquest  of  Jerusalem.  Other  expeditions 
were  undertaken  in  order  to  secure  to  the 
Christians  the  possession  of  the  holy  land,  to 
enlarge  their  conquests,  and  to  recover  the 
city  after  it  was  retaken  by  the  Mahometans. f 
The  second  crusade  w^as  promoted  by  the  ex- 
hortations of  St.  Bernard,  and  supported  by 

*  This  great  event  took  place  on  the  fifth  of  July,  in  the  last 
year  of  the  eleventh  centuiy.  The  christian  princes  and  nobles^ 
after  choosing  Godfrey  of  Bouillon  king  of  Jerusalem,  began  ta 
settle  themselves  in  their  newly  conquered  countries.  Some  of 
them,  however,  returned  to  Europe,  in  order  to  enjoy  at  home  the 
glory  which  they  had  acquired  by  this  popular  enterprize.— //wme'* 
History  of  England^  Vol.  I.  p^232. 

t  Guthrie's  Hbtory  of  the  World,  Vol.  VILp.  &6. 
Gibbon,  Vol.  XL  p.  85, 

i  From  the  time  tiiat  Jeinisalem  was  taken  by  the  western  Chns- 
tians,  that  is  from  July  5th.  109&  to  the  end  of  year  1152,  the  city 
was  governed  by  five  Latin  kings,  and  the  church  by  eight  patriarcliSv 
—■^tMaritie's  Travels, 
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the  emperour  Conrad,  and  the  French  kmg 
Lewis  VII.  The  hermit  Rodolphus,  who 
was  commissioned  to  proclaim  the  holy  war 
along  the  banks  of  the  Rhine,  earnestly  incul- 
cated upon  the  German  princes  the  necessity 
of  exterminating  the  enemies  of  Christ  within 
their  own  territories.  Other  preachers  fol- 
lowed his  example  ;  and  the  Jews,  seized  with 
consternation,  retired  to  Nuremburg,  and  other  ' 
cities,  in  which  the  emperour  kindly  received 
and  protected  them.  Many  of  the  christian 
bishops  higlily  condemned  the  hermit's  perse- 
cuting doctrine.  St.  Bernard  in  particular 
severely  censured  it ;  and,  in  a  letter  to  the 
archbishop  of  Metz,  advised  to  have  the  fiery 
zealot  banished  to  his  solitude.  Not  contented, 
however,  with  writing  pathetick  letters  upon 
the  subject,  he  repaired  to  Germany,  where  he 
afforded  an  efficacious  protection  to  the  Jews 
by  the  influence  he  derived  from  his  talents, 
learning,  and  virtues. '^'^ 

The  persecution  kindled  by  the  Crusaders 
was  not  confined  to  Germany,  but  extended 
through  the  greatest  part  of  Europe.  The 
publick  outcry  was,  *'  Let  us  exterminate  the 
descendants  of  those,  who  crucified  Jesus 
Christ ;  and  let  the  name  of  Israel  be  no  more 
remembered."     But  though  vast  multitudes 

*  Basnage,  p,  617.        Greg-oJre>p.  6. 
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fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  bigotry  of  the  princes  and 
people,  a  still  greater  number,  driven  to  de- 
spair by  the  miseries  they  suffered,  perished  by 
suicide.* 

While  our  attention  is  engaged,  and  our 
feelings  agitated  in  reviewing  the  terrible  ca- 
lamities which  the  Jews  were  compelled  to 
endure,  we  may  be  led  to  inquire,  what  are 
the  causes  of  the  reciprocal  hatred  which  has 
subsisted  between  them  and  other  nations  ? 
A  celebrated  author,  who  has  deeply  interested 
himself  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  this  per- 
secuted nation,  has  given  the  following  answer 
to  this  query. 

*'  The  resistance  of  the  Jews  in  their  last 
war  against  the  Romans  greatly  incensed  the 
latter,  who  took  every  opportunity  of  inspiring 
all  the  people  of  the  empire  with  their  pre- 
judices. The  Jews,  driven  from  their  country,  • 
but  continually  elevated  by  the  imposture  of 
false  Messiahs,  who  added  fuel  to  their  fanat- 
icism, could  not  tamely  submit  to' a  foreiga 
yoke  ;  and  they  preserved,  even  to  the  seventh 
century,  a  spirit  of  sedition,  which  excited 
hatred  against  them. 

*'  Besides,  people  pardon  each  other  least  for 
thinking  diiferently  in  respect  to  religion ;  and 

*  Basnage,  p.  61 6» 


236  HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS. 

if  there  be  any  religion  capable  of  offending 
the  vanity  of  those,  who  are  not  followers  of  it, 
without  doubt  it  is  that  of  the  Jews.  Its  di- 
vine author  gave  it  this  spirit  with  a  view  to 
raise  a  barrier  between  his  people  and  the  cor- 
ruption of  those  idolatrous  nations,  by  whom 
they  were  surrounded.  Judaism  is  an  exclu- 
sive worship ;  and  though  it  imposes  the  obli- 
gation of  universal  philanthropy,  its  singular- 
ity tends  to  make  other  men  be  considered  as 
odious  and  profane.  As  it  professes  that 
there  is  only  one  God,  the  Gentiles  revolted 
against  a  dogma  which  sapped  the  very  foun- 
dation of  Paganism  ;  besides,  they  never  spoke 
of  circumcision,  the  most  ancient  of  all  rites, 
but  w  ith  a  smile  of  derision ;  and  the  passage- 
from  ridicule  to  contempt  is  immediate.  It  ia 
a  principle  in  morals,  that  people  do  not  hate 
what  they  despise  ;  but  the  misfortunes  of  the- 
Jews  have  rendered  them  an  exception.  Con- 
tempt consigned  them  to  disgrace,  and  fury  to 
torture.  The  Christians,  beholding  in  thenx 
the  authors  of  a  Deicide,  sometimes  forgot  the 
example  of  their  Founder,  who,  when  upon 
the  cross,  implored  forgiveness  for  his  execu- 
tioners. Mahomet  at  first  shewed  a  great 
respect  for  the  Jews ;  but  this  sentiment 
soon  gave  place  to  fury.  His  Koran  was  filled 
with  violent  declamation  against  men,  enemies 
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to  his  doctrine  ;  and  the  Mussuhiians,  who  ar- 
gued with  the  sabre,  inckided  the  Jews  in  the 
proscription  of  all  reUgions  different  from 
Islamism.  Length  of  time  gave  strength  to 
this  animosity,  which  became,  hereditary,  be- 
cause fathers  took  care  to  inspire  it  into  their 
children.  Soon  after,  it  was  supposed  that 
the  Jews,  irritated,  but  too  weak  to  oppose 
striking  vengeance  to  barbarous  oppression, 
privately  occasioned  publick  misfortunes ;  and 
the  <ru]gar,  adopting  this  idea  without  exami- 
nation, massacred  them  in  the  most  brutal 
manner.  The  Jews,  forced  to  follow  usurious 
practices,  when  they  became  rich  excited  en- 
vy by  their  opulence,  which  rendered  them 
still  more  odious.  Such  are  the  sources  of 
the  hatred  which  the  whole  world  have  sworn 
against  the  Jewish  people,  and  of  the  perse- 
cution that  has  every  where  followed  them. 

"  The  result  of  these  events  exhibits  action 
and  re-action.  The  Jews  of  the  same  sect 
have  always  been  united  together,  because 
there  was  little  disproportion  among  them  of 
rank  and  fortune,  and  very  little  luxury.  Their 
years  of  Jubilee  brought  them  very  near  to  the 
primitive  equality,  which  civil  institutions  con- 
tinually destroy  ;  and  their  misfortunes  have 
made  this  union  closer,  and  strengthened  its 
ties.      But,  being  banished,  proscribed,  and 
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every  where  abused,  can  they  entertain  any 
,  affection  for  their  tyrants  ?  They  must  indeed 
conceive  an  aversion  to  all  those  who  are 
leagued  against  them  ;  and  particularly  to  the 
Christians,  whom  they  consider  as  guilty  in- 
truders, for  having  eclipsed  their  religious 
splendour."*  ^ 

CHAP.  XIV. 

State  of  the  Jews  in  various  parts  of  the  east  in  the  twelfth  century. 
Of  the  princes  of  the  captivity.  The  Israelites  were  numerous 
in  Eg}-pt,  but  only  a  small  number  was  found  in  Palestine.  Of 
those  in  the  Turkish  dominions,  and  in  Italy,  Germany,  and 
France.  St.  Bernard  exerts  his  Influence  in  their  behalf.  They 
are  favoured  by  pope  Innocent  II.  and  Alexander  III.  They  be- 
come powerful  in  Spain  during  the  reign  of  Alphonso  VIII. 

A.  D.  Benjamin  of  Tudela,  a  city  in  Navarre,  in 

1172  •    . 

'  the  twelfth  century  visited  many  regions  both 
in  the  east  and  west  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining the  situation  of  the  Jewish  people.  He 
published  an  account  of  his  travels, f  and  gave 
a  minute  relation  of  whatever  was  honourable 
and  interesting  to  his  nation.  He  even  in- 
vented new  countries,  and  mentioned  king- 
doms and  cities,  which  did  not  then  exist.  A 
learned  modern  author,  speaking  of  this  work, 

*  The  above  extract  is  made  from  the  English  translation  of  Gre- 
goire's  Essay  on  the  Physical,  Moral,  and  Political  Reformation  of 
the  Jews,  p.  SO,  31,  32. 

f  This  work  has  been  translated  from  the  Hebrew  into  the 
French,  by  J.  P.  Barratier. 
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and  that  of  rabbi  Petachiah,  who  travelled 
about  the  same  period,  observes,  that  "  a  wish 
to  magnify  the  importance  of  their  brethren  is 
discernible  in  the  writings  of  both  ;  and,  for 
their  extreme  credulity,  both  are  justly  cen- 
sured. But,  after  every  reasonable  deduction 
is  made  on  these  accounts  from  the  credibil- 
ity of  their  narrative,  much  will  still  remain  to 
interest  an  intelligent  and  cautious  reader."* 

Benjamin  informs  us,  that  the  Jews  in  the 
east,  in  the  twelfth  century,  enjoyed  the  peace- 
able exercise  of  their  religion  ;  and  possessed 
several  considerable  synagogues.  Four  thou- 
sand of  his  brethren  inhabited  Bassorah,  an 
island  on  the  Tigris.  Seven  thousand  resided 
at  Almozal,  answering  to  the  ancient  Nineveh, 
In  this  city  our  traveller  found  Zaccheus,  a 
prince  descended  from  the  house  of  David, 
and  a  Jewish  astronomer  named  Beren  al 
Pherec,  who  officiated  as  a  chaplain  to  Zin 
Aldin,t  a  Mahometan  king.  Passing  through 
Rehoboth,  in  his  way  to  Bagdat,  he  discovered 
three  thousand  Jews  ;  and  five  hundred  at 
Karchemish,  famed  for  the  defeat  of  Pharoah 

*  Butler's  Hor£e  Biblicse, 

j"  It  may  appear  surprising,  that  a  Jewish  astronomer  should  be 
chaplain  to  a  Mahometan  prince  ;  but  many  of  the  Jews  were  in- 
duced to  temporize,  either  through  fear,  or  interested  motives.— 
JHodern  Universal  Histovt/f  Vol,  XIII.  p.  263. 
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Necho,  and  situate  on  the  banks  of  the  Eu- 
phrates.* 

The  celebrated  academy  of  Pundebita  had 
lost  much  of  its  original  grandeur,  and  con- 
tained only  a  few  learned  rabbis,  who  super- 
intended about  two  thousand  of  their  brethren, 
part  of  whom  applied  themselves  to  the  study 
of  the  law.  The  academy  of  Sora  was  also  in 
a  decayed  condition  ;  and  that  of  Nahardea 
was  only  famed  for  a  synagogue,  which  its 
superstitious  inhabitants  had  built  of  materials 
conveyed  from  Jerusalem.  The  great  men, 
who  formerly  resided  in  the  eastern  countries, 
had  fled  to  the  west ;  and  the  Jewish  academies 
declined  in  consequence  of  their  departure. 
But^  though  there  were  but  few  learned  rabbis 
in  the  east,  the  Jews,  according  to  our  author's 
account,  were  still  numerous  ;  he  informs  us 
he  found  ten  thousand  of  them  at  Obkeray, 
which  city  he  pretends  was  built  by  king  Je- 
choniah  during  the  Babylonian  captivity. t 

Benjamin  arrived  at  Bagdat  during  the  reign 
of  the  caliph  Mostanged,  who  highly  favoured 
his  nation,  and  retained  a  number  of  Jews  in 
his  service.  This  prince  was  well  versed  in 
the  Hebrew  language,  and  had  acquired  some 
knowledge  of  the  Mosaic  law.      The  city  of 


Basnage,  p.  619.  f  Ihid,  620. 
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Bagdat  contained  about  one  thousand  Jews, 
who  possessed  twenty  eight  synagogues.  They 
were  also  allowed  ten  tribunals,  under  the  di- 
rection of  ten  eminent  men  of  their  nation, 
wiio   were   chosen   to   transact    their    affairs. 
These  chiefs  w^re,  however,  subordinate  to 
the  prince  of  the  captivity.     Benjamin  asserts, 
that  the  person  who  then  enjoyed  this  dignity 
was  styled  lord  by  the  Jev/s,  and  by  the  Ma- 
hometans, the  son  of  David,   he  being,  ac- 
cording to  our  author,  lineally  descended  from 
that  monarch.      His  authority  extended  over 
all  his  brethren  in  the  dominions  of  the  caliph ; 
and  from  Syria  to  Indostan.      Our  traveller 
also  affirmed,  that  this  chief  received  regal 
honours ;    had  an  hundred  guards  to  escort 
him  when  he  visited  the  catiph ;    and,  that  a 
herald  marched  before  him  crying,  prepare 
the  way  for  the  Lord,  the  son  of  David.     The 
Jev/ish  people  in  the  most  remote  parts  were, 
he  says,  obliged  to  receive  their  teachers  from 
him  by  the  imposition  of  hands  ;    and  he  was 
enabled  to  support  his  dignity  by  the  large 
presents  and  tribute,  which  he  received  from 
his  nation.* 

The  existence  of  a  succession  of  these  im- 
aginary potentates  has  been  strenuously  main- 

*  Basnage,  p.  620. 
Yol.  I.  V 
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tained  by  Jewish  authors.  Their  views  were 
to  aggrandize  the  glory  of  their  nation,  and 
deprive  Christians  of  the  force  of  the  argument 
furnished  by  the  prophecy  of  Jacob,  concern- 
ing the  termination  of  the  Jewish  poUty  and  in- 
dependence speedily  after  the  coming  of  the 
Messiah.* 

Some  of  the  most  learned  of  the  Jewish  rab- 
bis, however,  acknowledge,  that  the  regal  and 
judicial  power  has  been  abolished.  David 
Kimki  lamented  the  calamities  of  his  nation, 
foretold  by  the  prophet  Hosea,  and  exclaimed, 
that  "  he  saw  in  his  time  'the  accomplishment 
of  the  oracle  ;  and  those  days  of  exile,  in  which 
there  was  neither  prince  or  king  of  the  house 
of  David ;  but  on  the  contrary,  they  were 
subjected  to  other  nations."  Abravanel  also 
observes,  that  *'  Isaiah  speaks  of  anew  calam- 
ity the  Jews  were  to  suffer,  viz.  that  they 
should  have  neither  kingdom,  sovereignty, 
nor  judicial  sceptre."  The  testimony  of 
these  eminent  men  clearly  evinces,  that  the 
Israelites,  deprived  of  jurisdiction  in  their  na- 
tive country,  possessed  only  the  shadow  of  au- 
thority in  the  east.  Even  Benjamin  confesses, 
that  his  nation  was  tributary,  that  the  syna- 
gogues were  maintained  by  means  of  a  patent 

*  Glsborne  on  the  Christian  Hcli'^ion. 
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given  by  the  caliph,  when  he  was  promoted  to 
the  regal  dignity  ;  that  the  prince  of  the  cap- 
tivity pnrchased  his  privileges  and  grandeur ; 
and  that  he  received  his  power  from  this  mon- 
arch by  the  imposition  of  hands.* 

Leaving  the  province  of  Bagdat,  our  trav- 
eller passed  through  Resen,  where  he  found 
five  thousand  of  his  brethren,  who  possessed  a 
spacious  synagogue.  In  Hila,  about  five  miles 
from  ancient  Babylon,  he  discovered  four  syn- 
agogues, and  ten  thousand  Jews.  Passing  east- 
ward, he  arrived  at  the  banks  of  the  river  Che- 
bar,  where  he  found  sixty  synagogues.  He 
asserted,  that  the  prophet  Ezekiel  was  buried 
on  the  banks  of  this  river ;  that  his  tomb  was 
preserved  ;  and  that  both  Jews  and  Persians 
resorted  to  it  as  a  place  of  devotion.  In  Cufa, 
once  the  metropolis  of  the  caliphs,  he  discov- 
ered nearly  seven  thousand  of  his  nation,  who 
possessed  only  one  synagogue. | 

Our  traveller  found  the  Jews  numerous  in 
Egypt,  and  computed  thirty  thousand  of  them 
in  one   city  upon  the   frontiers  of  Ethiopia. 

*  The  persecution,  which  the  Jews  in  the  east  suffered  in  the 
Ptreceding  centuiy  renders  it  probable,  that  our  author's  account 
of  the  grandeur  of  the  prince  of  the  captivity  is  greatly  exagge- 
rated. Yet  still  he  acknowledges,  that  his  dignity  was  purchased 
by  a  tribute  to  the  caliph,  and  by  large  presents  to  his  officers. — 
Bama^e,p.  20.  Modem  Universal  History,  Vol-  XIII.  p.  264, 
t  Basnage,  p.  620. 
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There  were  about  two  thousand  Israelites  and 
two  synagogues  at  Misraim,  at  present  Grand 
Cairo.  The  chief  of  all  the  synagogues  in  Egypt 
resided  in  this  city  ;  appointed  the  Jewish  doc- 
tors ;  and  supported  the  interest  of  his  nation. 
Several  parts  of  the  land  of  Goshen  were  in- 
habited by  Jews  ;  two  hundred  were  found  in 
one  place,  in  another  five  hundred  ;  and  nearly 
three  thousand  in  the  city  of  Goshen.  About 
the  same  number  resided  at  Alexandria,  and 
but  a  few  at  Damietta."^ 

Our  author  found  at  Tyre  about  four  hun- 
dred of  his  nation,  most  of  whom  were  em- 
ployed in  the  glass  manufacture.  There  were, 
hov/ever,  a  few  learned  men  among  them,  v*'ho 
were  well  versed  in  the  Talmud.  The  Sa-  . 
maritans  having  abandoned  their  ancient  cap-  ; 
ital,  some  of  them  retired  to  Cesarea,  where  he 
found  about  two  hundred,  and  one  hundred 
at  Sichem,  which  had  become  the  seat  of  their 
religion.  They  were  extremely  strict  in 
solemnizing  their  festivals,  and  offering  their 
sacrifices  on  Mount  Gerizim.f 

In  Jerusalem,  the  ancient  capital  of  the  Jew- 
ish rehgion,  Benjamin  found  only  two  hun- 
dred of  his  nation,  who  all  resided  together, 
and  made  but  a  mean  figure  in  the  metropolis. 

*  Basnage,  p.  620.  t  ^^<^>  P-  622. 
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They  were  not  numerous  in  other  cities  of  Ju- 
dea  ;  in  one  of  which  he  found  only  two,  in 
another  twenty.  Shunan  contained  about 
three  hundred.  At  Ascalon  there  were  five 
hundred  and  fifty  three,  Jews  and  Samari- 
tans. Upper  Gahlee  contained  a  larger  num- 
ber ;  many  of  the  Israelites  retired  into  this 
province  after  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem, 
and  founded  the  famous  academy  of  Tiberias. 
Yet  he  discovered  only  one  synagogue  in  this 
part  of  Judea.* 

From  Palestine  our  author  passed  into 
Greece,  and  found  two  hundred  Jews,  who.  re- 
sided in  and  about  Mount  Parnassus,  and  ob- 
tained a  subsistence  by  cultivating  vegetables. 
There  were  three  hundred  of  this  nation  at 
Corinth,  and  two  thousand  at  Thebes,  who 
were  either  dyers,  or  silk  weavers.  There 
were  a  small  number  at  Lepanto,  Patras,  and 
other  parts  of  the  Turkish  empire  ;  but  they 
were  neither  numerous  nor  affluent.  When 
Benjamin  arrived  at  Constantinople,  he  dis- 
covered about  two  thousand  of  his  nation, 
who  resided  in  the  suburb  called  Galata,  or 
Pera,  where  they  had  formerly  been  settled  by 
the  emperour  Theodosius.  They  were  all 
silk  weavers,  or  merchants.  There  were  besides 
five  hundred  Caraites,  who  were  separated  by 

*  Basaage,  p.  622,. 
Y  2 
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a  wall  from  the  other  Jews,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent all  intercourse  between  them.  The  rem- 
nants of  the  nation  in  the  Ottoman  empire 
were  forbidden  to  ride  on  horses  throughout 
the  streets  of  the  cities  ;  and  were  hated  and 
insulted  both  by  Turks  and  Greeks.* 

From  Constantinople  our  traveller  passed 
into  Italy ;  and  relates  the  dissensions,  which 
then  reigned  between  the  inhabitants  of  Genoa, 
Pisa,  and  other  republican  cities.  He  observes, 
that  the  Jews  v/ere  few  in  these  parts  ;  and  that 
whatever  party  gained  the  ascendancy,  they 
were  sure  to  be  oppressed.  When  he  repair- 
ed to  Rome,  he  found  his  brethren  more  nu- 
tnerous  ;  among  whom  were  several  learned 
doctors^  particularly  rabbi  Jechiel,  who  wa§ 
superintendant  of  the  pope's  finances.  Capua 
was  no  less  famed  for  the  number  and  learning 
of  her  doctors,  though  the  city  contained  only 
three  hundred  Jews.  Benjamin  reckoned  five 
hundred  at  Naples,  two  hundred  at  Salermo. 
There  were  others  settled  at  Benevento,  Asco- 
li,  and  Trani.  The  islands  of  Sicily  and  Cor- 
sica also  contained  a  considerable  number  of 
jews ;  particularly  the  former,  where  he  discov- 
ered about  two  hundred  at  Messina,  and  five 
hundred  at  Palermo.! 

*  Basnage,  p.  624.    f  Modern  Ufliversal  Hist.  Vol.  XIII.  p.  274. 
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Our  traveller  passed  from  Italy  into  Germa- 
ny, where  he  asserts,  that  he  found  his  nation 
not  only  more  numerous  and  affluent,*  but  also 
more  learned,  devout,  and  hospitable  to  stran^ 
gers.  They  lamented  the  desolation  of  their 
city  and  temple  ;  and  earnestly  expected  ^ 
glorious  recall  to  their  once  happy  country. 
Those,  however,  who  dwelt  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Rhine,  were  uneasy  on  account  of  the  long 
delay  of  the  Messiali's  appearance  ;  and  Benja- 
min confesses  he  was  not  able  to  console  them 
by  w^hat  he  related  respecting  the  state  of  their 
nation  in  the  east.f 

He  concluded  his  tour  with  visiting  the  syn- 
agogues in  France,  in  some  of  which  he  found 
but  few  Jews.  Three  hundred  of  his  brethren 
resided  at  Narbonne,  under  the  direction  of  the 
famous  rabbi  Calonym^o,  who  had  acquired 
great  power  and  wealth,  and  was  said  to  have 
been  lineally  descended  from  king  David.  In 
MoDtpeJier  there  were  many  Jews,  as  well  as 
Turks  and  Greeks,  who  resorted  thither  from 
foreign  parts. 

Lunel,  a  city  in  Languedoc,  contained  an 
academy,  in  which  the  Jews  studied  the  divine 

*  Benjamin  wrote  an  account  of  his  travels  about  1 1 70 ;  in  seven- 
ty years,  the  Jews  had  recovered  from  the  massacres  of  the  Crus- 
aders, mentioned  iu  the  preceding  chapter^ — Gibbon,  Vol.  JLp.2^, 

f  Basnage,  p.  62^. 
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la^v^with  intense  application.  Our  author  also 
discovered  an  assembly  at  Paris,  who  were  de- 
voted to  the  study  of  the  law,  and  received 
those  of  their  nation  who  repaired  to  the  city 
from  foreign  parts  as  brethren.* 

It  appears  from  the  above  account,  and  that 
of  rabbi  Petachiah,f  a  native  of  Ratisbon,  who 
visited  his  nation  at  nearly  the  same  period,  that 
the  Jews  were  in  a  declining  state  in  many 
countries.  In  particular,  their  number  was 
greatly  diminished  on  the  banks  of  the  Eu- 
phrates ;  and  in  the  ancient  cities  where  they 
were  formerly  computed  to  have  amounted  to 
nine  hundred  thousand. 
A.  D.      St.  Bernard,  whose  humanity  to  the  Jews 

1147  .  .  . 

has  been  noticed  in  the  preceding  chapter, 
continued  to  repress  the  violence  of  their  en- 
emies. He  alleged,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
tolerate  them  at  present,  in  order  to  effect  their 
future  conversion  ;  and  made  use  of  his  in- 
fluence over  pope  Innocent  11.  to  inspire  him 
with  the  same  sentiments  of  gentleness  and 
forbearance.  When  this  pontiff  made  his 
grand  entrance  into  Paris,   they  approached 

*  Basnage,  p.  624. 

•j*  Rabbi  Petachiah  gives  an  account  of  some  Jews  he  found  in 
Tartary,  who  did  not  observe  the  traditions  of  the  fathers.  Upon 
his  inquiring  why  they  neglected  the  observance  of  these  traditions, 
they  answered,  they  had  aever  heard  of  them — JHodevn  Universal 
History. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS.  249 

him  with  profound  respect,  and  presented  him 
the  roll,  or  volume  of  their  law.  Upon  re- 
ceiving it  from  their  hands,  he  returned  this 
answer,  *'  I  reverence  the  law  given  by  God 
to  Moses,  but  condemn  your  exposition  of  it, 
because  you  still  expect  the  Messiah,  whom 
the  catholick  church  believes  to  be  Christ, 
Avho  liveth  and  reis'neth  with  the  Father,  and 
the  Holy  Ghost."  His  successor,  Alexander 
in.  also  favoured  and  protected  the  Jews,  and 
prohibited  the  people  from  insulting  them  on 
their  sabbaths,  festivals,  or  any  other  occasion. 
Under  such  powerful  patronage,  they  became 
flourishing,  affluent,  and  learned  in  Rome,  and 
several  other  cities  in  Italv.*  ^-R- 

The  Jews  were  no  less  powerful  in  Spain 
during  part  of  the  twelfth  century.  One  of 
them  named  Joseph  was  prime  minister  to  Al- 
phonso  VIII.  and  had  a  coach  of  state,  and 
guards  to  attend  him.  At  length,  however, 
he  was  expelled  from  his  office,  by  the  treach- 
^vy  and  intrigues  of  Gonzales,  one  of  his  de- 
pendents, who,  having  incurred  the  displea- 
sure of  his  benefactor  by  his  criminal  conduct, 
resolved  to  escape  the  punishment  he  deserved, 
by  effecting  his  ruin.  Under  pretence  of  fill- 
ing the  monarch's  coffers,  this  wretch  prevailed 
upon  Alphonso  to  grant  him  eight  of  the  prin- 

*  Basnage,  p.  634. 
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cipal  Jews.  These  he  caused  to  be  put  to 
death,  and  confiscated  their  eiFects.  He 
next  offered  a  much  larger  sum  for  twenty- 
more.  But  the  king  thought  it  more  honour- 
able to  seize  their  estates  for  defraying  his  ex- 
penses, than  to  deprive  them  both  of  their  lives 
and  property.  This  unhappy  people,  who  re- 
joiced to  be  able  to  purchase  their  lives  and 
liberty  upon  any  terms,  voluntarily  poured  im- 
mense sums  into  the  treasury.  Gonzales  was 
soon  after  imprisoned  by  the  king,  and  his  fall 
established  their  tranquillity.* 

Alphonso  was  afterwards  induced  to  treat 
the  Jews  with  great  indulgence  in  consequence 
of  his  passion  for  a  beautiful  young  Jewess, 
named  Rachel,  to  whom  he  sacrificed  his  hon- 
our and  interest.  Her  countrymen,  seizing 
the  advantage,  grew  extremely  powerful  and 
insolent,  and  the  court  and  clergy  were  offend- 
ed at  the  haughtiness  of  their  behaviour.  At 
length,  the  fury  of  their  enemies  rose  to  such 
an  height,  that  they  caused  the  young  Jewess 
to  be  murdered.  The  nation,  however,  de- 
rived essential  benefit  from  this  prosperous 
epoch,  and  became  numerous  and  affluent. 
,  Rabbi  Eliakim,  who  was  highly  esteemed  in 
Spain,  and  composed  his  ritual  of  all  the  cere- 
monies used  in  every  synagogue,  commonly 

*  Basnage,  p.  635. 
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Styled,  *'  The  Ritual  of  the  Universe,"  has 
computed  that  there  were  twelve  thousand 
Jews  in  the  city  of  Toledo.  They  were  also 
in  a  flourishing  state  at  Andalusia,  where  great 
numbers  applied  to  the  study  of  theology  and 
the  sciences.  At  length,  they  divided  them- 
selves into  three  different  sects,  of  which  Mai- 
monides,  who  lived  at  this  time,  has  given  an 
account.  This  division  was  regarded  by  him 
as  one  of  the  fatal  consequences  of  the  aboli= 
tion  of  the  sanhedrim.* 


CHAP.  XV. 

Of  the  learned  men  who  flourished  among  the  Jews  during  the 
twelfth  century.  An  account  of  the  impostors  who  pretended 
to  he  the  Messiah,  and  of  the  calamities  in  whicli  they  involved 
their  nation  during  this  period. 

During  the  twelfth  century  many  celebrated 
Jewish  rabbis  appeared,  v/hose  abilities  and 
learning  did  honour  to  their  nation  ;  and  whose 
writings  have  furnished  assistance  towards  un- 
derstanding the  Old  Testament.  They  often, 
however,  instead  of  explaining  the  literal  sense, 
eagerly  searched  after  mystical  and  allegorical 
interpretations  ;  and  gave  a  tedious  and  minute 
detail  of  the  ceremonies,  which  had  caused 
them  to  relinquish  the  spirit  of  their  lav/.f 

*  Basnage,  p.  035.  f  Ibid,  625. 
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Nathan  Ben  Jechiel  is  ranked  among  the 
great  men,  who  appeared  m  the  tweh^'Ji  cen- 
tury. He  was  the  author  of  a  work  called 
Harak,  in  which  he  explained  all  the  terms  in 
tlie  Talmud  in  so  copioL„  a  manner,  that  he 
has  exhausted  the  subject.  He  was  chief  of 
the  Jewish  academy  at  Rome  ;  and  died  in  that 
city  in  the  year  1106.*" 

Abraham  Ben  Ezra,  one  of  the  greatest  men 
of  his  age  and  nation,  was  born  at  Toledo  in 
Spain,  and  styled  by  the  Jews,  the  wise,  great, 
and  admirable  doctor.      He  travelled  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  knowledge ;    and  far  ex- 
celled his  brethren  in  sacred  and  profane  lite- 
rature.    A  learned  Italian  writerf  asserts,  that 
''  he  was  an  able  philosopher,  physician,  as- 
tronomer, mathematician,  grammarian,  and  po- 
et ;  and,  that  he  was  so  well  versed  in  Hebrew, 
Chaldaic,   Arabic,   and  other  languages,  that 
he  composed  in  them  all  with  great  facility." 
His  method  of  explaining  the  scriptures  diiFer- 
ed  from  the  other  rabbis  ;  for  instead  of  seeking 
after  mystic  interpretations,  he  generally  ad- 
hered to  the  literal  meaning ;   and  gave  such 
proofs  of  his  genius  and  good  sense,  that  the 
Christians  prefer  him  to  the  other  Jewish  ex- 
positors.   His  most  celebrated  work  is,  "  Com- 

*  Basnage,  p.  625. 
t  De  Rossie's  Hebrew  Biography.    Enfield's  Philosophy. 
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mentarics  on  the  Old  Testament."^-  He  died 
at  Rhodes,  1174,  in  the  seventy  fifth  year  of 
his  age.f 

Moses  Maimonides,  who  was  eminently  dis- 
tinguished among  the  learned  men  of  this  age, 
was  born  of  an  illustrious  family  at  Cordova  iu 
Spain,  in  the  year  1131.  He  boasted  of  being 
descended  from  the  house  of  David,  as  did 
many  of  the  Spanish  Jews.  He  made  such  a 
rapid  progress  in  science  and  literature,  that  his 
countrymen  styled  him  the  "  eagle  of  doc- 
tors;" and  asserted,  that  "of  all  their  nation 
none  ever  so  nearly  approached  to  the  wisdom 
and  learning  of  their  great  founder  and  law- 
giver as  Moses  the  son  of  Maimon."  At 
length,  however,  the  superiority  of  his  genius, 
and  the  vast  fund  of  knovv^ledge  which  he  ac- 
quired, excited  the  envy  and  jealousy  of  the 
Jews.  Perhaps  also  his  connexion  with  Aver- 
roes,  a  celebrated  Arabian  philosopher,  who 
was  one  of  his  preceptors,  might  have  led  him 
to  adopt  obnoxious  opinions.  His  writings, 
particularly  his  Moreh  Nevochim,  or  resolu- 
tion of  doubtful  questions,  soon  raised  him  ma- 
ny opponents.     The  design  of  this  work  was 

*  He  also'  -vrrote  various  theological,  grammatical,  mathematical, 
and  astrological  works,  many  of  which  remain  in  ancient  libraries, 
not  yet  edited. 

t  Basnage,  p.  626, 
Vol.  I.  W 
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to  explain  the  meaning  of  several  difficult  and 
obscure  words,  phrases,  metaphors,  parables, 
allegories,  he.  in  scripture.  It  was  written  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who  were  in  doubt  wheth- 
er they  should  interpret  such  passages  accord- 
ing to  the  letter,  or  rather  figuratively  and 
metaphorically.  It  was  asserted  by  many  at 
this  time,  that  the  Mosaic  rites  and  statutes 
had  no  foundation  in  reason;  but  were  or- 
dained by  God  upon  a  principle  purely  ar- 
bitrary.* 

On  the  other  side,  Maimonides  argued,  that 
the  Mosaic  dispensation  in  general  was  insti- 
tuted with  a  wisdom  worthy  of  its  divine 
author,  and  explained  the  causes  and  reasons 
of  each  particular  branch  of  it.  But  he  ex- 
hibited less  respect  for  the  decisions  of  the 
Talmud,  than  the  other  Jewish  doctors  who 
preceded  him.  Those  of  his  nation  who  were 
most  attached  to  these  fables  were  highly  of- 
fended. Rabbi  Solomon,  then  chief  of  the 
synagogues  at  Montpelier,  persuaded  the  doc- 
tors who  studied  under  him  to  engage  in  de- 
fence cf  the  Talmud.  Accordingly  they  not 
only  opposed  the  doctrine  of  Maimonides,  but 
endeavoured  to  blast  his  reputation.  They 
burnt  his  works,  and  excommunicated  those 

*  Eiisnr.gc,  p,  627.    Biographical  Dictionary. 
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who  read  them,  and  addicted  themselves  to  the 
study  of  philosophy.* 

The  rabbis  of  Narbonne,  with  the  great  Da- 
vid Kimki  at  their  head,  exerted  all  their  elo- 
quence ill  defence  of  Maimonides,  and  ex- 
communicated their  brethren  at  Montpelier. 
This  contention  lasted  forty  years,  and  called 
forth  the  abilities  of  the  learned  men  on  both 
sides  of  the  question.  The  schism  to  which 
this  dispute  gave  rise  was  abolished  in  1232. 

Maimonides,  finding  his  residence  in  Spain 
troublesome  and  hazardous,  removed  to  Egypt, 
and  settled  at  Cairo.  His  knowledge  of  the 
healing  art  induced  the  sultan  of  Egypt  to 
choose  him  for  his  physician  ;  and  he  employ- 
ed his  credit  at  court  in  protecting  his  nation. 
He  also  founded  an  academy  at  Alexandria  for 
their  benefit,  and  gained  many  pupils  from 
\ various  countries.  They  were,  however,  soon 
dispersed  by  persecution.  Some  assert,  that 
this  great  man  died  in  Egypt  1201 ;  others, 
that  his  death  took  place  in  Palestine  1205.f 

This  learned  Jew  was  not  only  master  of 
imany  eastern  languages,  which  was  a  singular 
accomplishment  in  his  time,  but  was  well 
versed  in  the  Greek  tongue,  and  had  read  the 
works  of  the  Grecian  philosophers,  whom  he 

*  Basnage,  p.  627.    Modera  Univer.  Hist.  Vol.  XIII.  p.  287.- 
t  Basnage,  p.  637. 
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frequently  quotes.  He  was  celebrated  for  his 
knowledge  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  as  well  as 
languages  ;  was  eminently  distinguished  as  a 
physician ;  and  in  Talmudic  learning  excelled 
all  his  cotemporaries.*  His  writings  are  too 
numerous  to  be  particularly  mentioned. f 

Solomon  Ben  Isaac  Jarki  is  ranked  among 
the  illustrious  rabbis  of  the  twelfth  century. 
He  was  born  1104,  at  Troyes  in  Champagne, 
in  France.  Having  acquired  a  large  fund  of 
Jewish  learning,  he  travelled  through  Germany, 
Italy,  Greece,  Jerusalem,  Palestine  and  Egypt^ 
Vv^here  he  had  an  interview  with  Maimonides. 
From  Egypt  he  passed  to  Persia,  and  thence 
to  Tartary  and  Muscovy.  After  his  return 
to  Europe,  he  visited  all  the  academies,  and 
disputed  against  the  professors,  upon  any 
questions  proposed  by  them.  He  was  well 
versed  in  physick  and  astronomy,  and  master  of 
several  languages  besides  the  Hebrew.  He 
wrote  Commentaries  on  the  Pentateuch,  and 
some  of  the  Prophets ;  also  on  the  Gemara, 
which  procured  him  the  title  of  Prince  of  Com- 
mentators.    He  died  at  Troyes,  1180.  J 

*  Enfield's  Philosophy,  Vol.  II.  p.  205. 

f  He  -was  the  author  of  twenty  five  noted  works,  besides  somd 
others  of  less  importance. — JModern  Universal  History f  Vol.  XIII. 

p.  2/1.  ■ ; 

i  Basnage,  p.  657.    General  Biographical  Dictionary, 
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The  family  of  the  Kimkis  has  been  emi- 
nentlv  distina:aished  in  the  annals  of  Jewish 
literature.  Joseph  Kimki  was  a  man  of  great 
learning,  but  a  violent  enemy  to  the  Christians, 
whom  he  inveighed  against  in  his  writings* 
David  Kimki,  his  son,  one  of  the  most  zealous 
defenders  of  Maimonides,  flourished  in  Spain 
at  the  end  of  the  twelfth,  and  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  thirteenth  century.  This  cele- 
brated rabbi  far  excelled  his  father  in  ability 
and  learning,  and  had  not  imbibed  such  strong^ 
prejudices  against  the  Christians.  His  writings 
have  been  held  in  such  high  estimation  by  his 
nation,  that  they  supposed  it  impossible  to  at- 
tain to  any  eminence  in  letters  and  theology 
without  studying  them.  He  composed  a 
m'ammar  and  dictionary  of  the  Hebrew  Ian- 
guage,  by  which  he  acquired  the  reputation  of 
excelling  all  the  Jews  who  preceded  him  in 
grammatical  knowledge.  He  also  was  the 
author  of  a  Commentary  on  the  Psalm Sy  and 
other  books  of  the  Old  Testament,  Part  of 
this  work  has  been  translated  into  Latin,  and 
inserted  in  the  Bibles  of  Venice  and  BasiL 
Moses  Kimki,  his  brotlfer,  was  also  dis- 
tinguished for  his  learning  ;  and  lias  written  a 
treatise,  styled  the   Garden  of  Delight^  tlie^ 

W  fi 


25S  HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS, 

manuscript  of  which  was  preserved  in  the  Va- 
tican Ubrary.* 

Three  celebrated  rabbis,  named  Levi,  or 
Halevi,  appeared  during  the  twelfth  century. 
Abraham  Halevi  was  a  learned  cabbalistical 
Jew,  who,  having  placed  himself  at  the  head 
of  the  traditional  party,  violently  attacked  the 
Caraites ;  but,  being  inferiour  to  them  in  point 
of  argument,  he  had  resource  to  Alphonso 
VIL  for  whom  he  had  performed  signal  ser- 
vices, and  who  rewarded  him  by  commanding 
his  opponents  to  be  silent.^ 

Juda  Levi  was  the  author  of  the  Cosri^  a 
polemical  treatise  on  religion,  especially  the 
Jewish ;  and  a  pathetick  elegy,  in  which  he 
deplored  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  j: 

Another  learned  rabbi,  named  Judas  Halevi^ 
was  born  at  Cologn ;  and  after  many  confer- 
ences with  the  Christians  became  a  convert, 
and  was  baptized  by  the  name  of  Herman. 
After  he  embraced  Christianity,  he  entered 
among  the  regular  canons  of  St.  Augustine.^ 

Some  learned  Jewish  women  appeared  dur^ 
ing  the  twelfth  century.  The  rabbi  Petachiah, 
who  visited  the  synagogues  of  his  nation  at 

*  Basnage,  p.  630.  f  Ibid. 

^  This  elegy  has  been  translated  by  Mr.  Bing,  and  inserted  in  a 
saote  of  Gregoire's  work  on  the  Reformatioix  of  the  Jews,  p.  280. 
§  Basnage,  p.  630» 
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that  period,  has  asserted,  that  the  daughter  of 
the  prince  of  the  captivity  wa§  so  well  versed 
in  the  law  and  Talmud,  that  many  resorted  to 
her  for  instruction,  and  that  she  read  lectures 
through  the  lattice  of  her  window,  in  order  to 
be  heard  without  being  seen  by  her  pupils. 

It  appears  from  the  Jewish  annals,  that  some 
of  the  nation  have  been  raised  to  the  highest 
offices  in  the  courts  of  princes.  Others  have 
acquired  applause  at  the  head  of  armies  ;  in 
particular,  the  celebrated  don  Solomon,  a  Por- 
tuguese Jew,  who  was  as  much  distinguished 
for  his  knowledge  in  philosophy,  as  for  his 
skill  in  the  military  department.  His  merit 
raised  him,  in  1190,  to  the  dignity  of  field-mas- 
ter-general ;  and  he  discharged  the  duties  of 
his  office  with  such  fidelity,  that  he  soon  ob- 
tained the  command  of  the  whole  army.  The 
envy  and  jealousy  of  the  Grandees  was  at  length 
excited  by  his  valour  and  success.  But  he 
subdued  their  enmity  by  his  remarkable  hu- 
mility and  moderation.* 

In  the  twelfth  century  several  learned  Jews 
renounced  their  religion.  For  instance,  Sam- 
uel Ben  Jehudah,  or,  as  he  is  commonly  called, 
Asmouil,  deserted  the  synagogue,  and  pro- 
fessed the  Mahometan  faith.  In  order  to 
prove  the  sincerity  of  his  conversion,  in  1174 

*  Basnage,  p.  630. 
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he  wrote  a  book  against  his  nation,  in  which  he 
charges  them  with  having  altered  the  law  of 
Moses.  This  accusation  was  received  with 
such  applause  by  the  Mahometans,  that  they 
forbade  the  quoting  or  translating  any  part  of 
the  Pentateuch  according  to  the  Jewish  or 
Christian  copies.* 

One  of  the  christian  converts  received  the 
name  of  Peter  Alphonso  at  his  baptism.  After 
he  deserted  the  synagogue,  he  wrote  dialogues 
against  the  Jews,  and  was  appointed  physician 
to  Alphonso  VII.  king  of  Castile  and  Leon. 
He  died  in  the  year  llOS.f 

It  is  indeed  surprising,  that  the  learned  rab- 
bis of  the  twelfth  century  did  not  sufficiently 
enlighten  their  nation  as  to  prevent  their  being 
frequently  duped  by  impostors.  But  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  appeared  in  this  age  was 
greater  than  in  any  preceding  or  subsequent 
century.  In  1137,  a  false  Christ  arose  in 
France,  and  engaged  his  followers  to  hold  un- 
lawful assemblies.  In  consequence  of  the  im- 
postor's crimes,  the  government  caused  many 
of  the  synagogues  to  be  demolished.  But  at 
length  he  and  a  large  number  of  his  followers 
were  apprehended  and  put  to  death.  J 

*  Basnage,  p.  6S0.        j  Modern  Un^ver.  !?Jst.  Vol.  XHI.  p.  291. 
i  Jortin's  Kemarks,  Vol.  H.  p.  SQk 
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The  following  yeai'  the  Persians  were  dis- 
turbed by  a  Jew,  who  called  himself  the  Mes- 
siah ;  and  collected  a  formidable  army  of  his 
nation.  The  Persian  monarch  hired  him  to 
disband  his  soldiers ;  but  when  the  stipulated 
sum  was  paid,  the  king  finding  himself  out  of 
dar*ger,  compelled  the  disarmed  Jews  to  reim- 
burse him  the  money,  and  caused  the  impostor 
to  be  beheaded.* 

In  1157,  another  false  Messiah  appeared  in 
Spain.  He  was  a  native  of  Cordova,  and  was 
supported  in  his  imposture  by  one  of  the  great- 
est rabbis  in  that  city,  who  had  previously 
written  a  book  to  prove  the  near  approach  of 
his  manifestation  by  the  stars.  The  majority 
of  the  most  intelligent  Jews  regarded  him  as 
insane  ;  but  the  great  body  of  this  infatuated 
people  believed  in  him,  and  many  were  ruined 
by  their  blind  credulity. f 

Ten  years  after,  another  impostor  declared 
that  the  Messiah  would  manifest  himself  in  the 
course  of  a  year.  This  person  appeared  in  the 
kingdom  of  Fez,  and  involved  the  Jews,  who 
were  dispersed  through  the  country,  in  a  new 
persecution. 

The  same  year  an  Arabian  Jew  assumed  the 
title  of  the  Messiah,  and  pretended  to  work 
miracles,  and  gained  many  followers.     But  at 

*  Basnage,  p.  632.      f  ^^id.    Jortin's  Remarks,  Vol.  II.  p.  304. 


262  HISTORY  OF  THE  JFAVS. 

length  he  was  apprehended,  and  brought  be- 
fore the  Arabian  king.  When  he  was  ques- 
tioned by  the  monarch,  what  had  induced  him 
to  act  this  imposture,  he  boldly  repHed,  that  he 
was  indeed  a  prophet  sent  from  God.  The 
king  then  asked  him,  what  miracle  he  could 
perform  to  confirm  his  mission  ?  Cut  off  my 
head,  said  he,  and  I  will  return  to  life  again.  ^ 
The  monarch  took  him  at  his  word,  promising 
to  believe  in  him,  if  his  prediction  was  ful- 
filled. After  his  death  his  deluded  followers 
cherished  the  expectation,  that  though  he  did 
not  immediately  rise  from  the  dead,  he  would 
at  length  reanimate  their  hopes  by  his  appear- 
ance. But  they  were  compelled  to  give  up 
the  idea,  and  were  severely  fined  and  punished 
for  their  blind  credulity. | 

Some  time  after,  a  Jew  who  dwelt  beyond 
the  Euphrates,  called  himself  the  Messiah,  and 
drew  vast  multitudes  after  him.  He  founded 
his  pretensions  on  his  having  been  a  leper,  and 
being  wonderfully  healed  in  one  night  of  this 
obstinate  disease.  The  Jewish  doctors  soon 
persuaded  him  and  his  followers,  that  this  sup- 
posed miracle  was  not  a  sufficient  evidence  of 

*  This  is  supposed  to  have  been  an  artifice  of  the  impostor,  who 
preferred  a  speedy  death  to  the  cruel  and  lingering  torture  to  \Yhich 
be  would  otherwise  have  been  exposed. 

t  Basnage,  p.  632. 
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his  mission.  The  populace  became  ashamed 
of  their  blind  credulity  ;  but,  as  they  had  taken 
arms  in  his  cause,  a  fresh  persecution  was  rais- 
ed against  them.  One  of  their  writers  informs 
us,  that,  exhausted  with  their  sufferings  on  his 
account,  ten  thousand  of  this  miserable  people 
renounced  their  religion  ;  which  has  rendered 
the  memory  of  this  impostor  odious  to  the 
whole  nation.*- 

In  the  year  1174,  another  pretended  Mes- 
siah arose  in  Persia.  This  impostor  seduced 
multitudes  of  the  common  people,  and  in- 
volved his  nation  in  a  new  and  severe  perse- 
cution. 

A  Jew,  named  David  Almusser,  appeared  in 
Moravia,  in  the  year  1196,  who  set  up  for  the 
Messiah,  and  boasted  that  he  possessed  the 
power  of  rendering  himself  invisible  whenever 
he  pleased.  Vast  multitudes  followed  him, 
and  were  deceived  by  his  artifice.  In  order  to 
prevent  the  ill  consequences  of  his  popularity, 
the  king  promised  him  his  life  on  condition 
that  he  would  surrender  himself.  He  com- 
plied ;  but  the  prince  caused  him  to  be  im- 
prisoned. He  had  the  address,  however,  to 
escape  ;  and  for  some  time  eluded  all  pursuit. 
At  length  the  king  summoned  the  Jews  to  de- 
ii^  er  him  up  ;    and,  in  order  to  avoid  a  fresh 

*  Basiiage,  p.  632,- 
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persecution,  they  complied.  He  was  put  to 
deavh,  and  a  heavy  fiae  imposed  upon  his  na- 
tion.* 

David  Alroi,  or   El-David,  was  the  most 
famous  impostor,   who  appeared  during  the 
twelfth  century.     He  was  a  native  of  Aimaria, 
wiiich  city  contained  about  one  thousand  Jews, 
who  paid  tribute  to  the  king  of  Persia.     In  the 
year  1 199  he  assumed  the  title  of  the  Messiah  ; 
and  being  a  man  of  learning,  and  well  versed 
in  all  the  arts  of  deception,  he  attracted  many 
followers.     After  he  had  deluded  the  populace 
by  his  pretended  miracles,  he  prevailed  upon 
them  to  arm  themselves  in  his  cause.     The 
Persian  king,  alarmed  at  the  rapid  progress  of 
the  insurgents,  commanded  the  impostor  to  re- 
pair to  court,  promising,  that  if  he  proved  him- 
self the  Messiah,  he  would  acknowledge  him 
as  a  king,  sent  from  heaven.     El-David,  con- 
trary to   expectation,   obeyed   the  summons, 
and  assured  the  king  that  he  was  really  the 
Messiah.      Upon  which  he  was  ordered  to  be 
imprisoned  till  he  could  prove  his  mission  by 
extricating  himself  by  a  miracle.     He  had  the 
address  to  escape,  and  though  the  king  des- 
patched messengers  in  search  of  the  impostor, 
they  were  unable  to  find  and  apprehend  him. 
But  at  length,  upon  a  promise  of  receiving  ten 

*  Easnagc,  p.  G32.    Jortin's  Remarks,  Vol.  H.  p.  304. 
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thousand  crowns,  his  father-m-law  consented 
to  betray  and  put  him  to  death.  Vast  num- 
bers who  had  been  deluded  by  him  were  cru- 
elly slaughtered.* 

After  giving  an  account  of  the  false  Mes- 
siahs who  appeared  among  the  Jews,  Dr.  Jor- 
tin  remarks,  "  It  may  seem  strange  they  should 
have  rejected  Christ,  who  gave  them  so  many 
proofs  of  his  mission,  and  yet  should  follow 
every  impostor  who  pretended  to  be  the  Mes- 
siah, without  offering  any  sufficient  or  even 
plausible  evidence  of  it.  The  reason  is  plain ; 
our  Saviour,  by  not  setting  up  a  temporal  king- 
dom, dashed  all  their  worldly  views  at  once ; 
but  the  claimers  of  the  title  of  Messiah  began 
with  promises  of  delivering  them  from  their 
enemies,  and  restoring  to  them  their  country, 
and  their  lost  liberties."!. 


*  Basnage,  p.  633.         f  Jortin's  Remarks,  Vol.  II.  p.  519. 
Vol.  L  X 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

Of  the  Jews  in  England.  William  the  conqueror  brings  a  colony 
of  them  into  the  kingdom.  They  are  favoured  by  William  Ru- 
fus.  Henry  11.  grants  them  new  cemeteries  in  London.  They 
are  massacred  at  the  coronation  of  Richard  I.  Their  sufferings 
from  the  Crusaders.  Five  hundred  perish  by  suicide  in  York 
Castle.  Of  the  cruel  oppression  they  suffered  under  king  John. 
They  are  also  oppressed  by  Henry  HI.  They  are  accused  of 
adulterating  the  coin  ;  two  hundred  and  eighty  are  executed  for 
tliat  crime  in  London.  They  are  expelled  from  England  by 
Fidwai'd  I. 

It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  at  what  period  the 
Jews  first  settled  in  England.*  But  it  ap- 
pears that  there  were  considerable  numbers 
established  in  the  kingdom  before  the  con- 
quest, f  William  the  conqueror  brought  a 
large  colony  of  this  nation  from  Rouen  to  Nor- 

*  Fuom  the  spread  of  Christianity  among  the  Britons,  previous 
to  its  establishment  by  Constanline,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
there  had  been  some  Jews  in  England  at  an  early  period.  It  ap- 
pears, that  the  inroads  of  the  Saxons  and  Danes,  having  obliterated 
much  of  the  imperfect  conversion  of  the  native  inhabitants  of 
Britain,  the  Jews,  it  is  said,  with  singular  liberality,  patronized  the 
civilization  of  these  barbarous  heathens,  by  endowing  christiaa 
monasteries. — JHontJiIi/  J^agazine,  &c.  1796. 

^  -f^  Basnage  asserts,  that  the  English  Jews  were  banished  from  the 
kingdom  in  the  beginning  of  the  eleventh  century.  But  does  not 
mention  on  what  account,  or  under  what  monarch  the  expulsion 
took  place.  _ 

Dr.  Tovey,  the  author  of  a  work  called  x\nglia  Judaica,  who 
has  taken  great  pains  to  search  after  the  antiquities  of  the  Hebrew 
nation  in  England,  contends  for  the  existence  of  Jews  in  the 
kingdom,  coeval  with  Julius  Ctesar,  and  says  nothing  of  any  ban- 
ishment of  them  prior  to  that  of  Edward  I. — Ji dams'  Eeligious 
JVovid  Display edf  Vol.  I.  p.  U. 
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mandy  for  a  stipulated  sum  of  money,  which 
they  presented  him.  After  he  had  introduced 
them,  he  assigned  them  a  place  to  inhabit,  and 
carry  on  commerce.  It  appears  by  an  ancient 
law,  mentioned  by  Sir  Henry  Spelman,  that 
they  were  mere  vassals  to  the  king,  and  could 
not  dispose  of  their  persons  or  property  with- 
out his  consent. 

During  the  feudal  ages,  the  Jews  appear  to 
have  been  the  most  opulent,  polished,  and  lit- 
erary portion  of  the  laity.  They  were  the  only 
bankers,  or,  as  the  vulgar  termed  them,  the 
usurers  of  the  times.  They  conducted  what 
then  existed  of  foreign  trade  ;  and  often  visited 
the  civilized  south  of  Europe.  They  wrought 
most  of  the  gold  and  silver  ornaments  for 
churches. 

William  Rufus,  who  was  an  irreligious 
prince,  highly  favoured  this  singular  people ; 
and  not  only  permitted,  but  encouraged  them 
to  enter  into  solemn  contests  with  his  bishops 
concerning  the  true  faith.  It  is  said,  that  he 
sent  for  some  learned  christian  divines  and  rab- 
bis, and  ordered  them  fairly  to  dispute  the  ques- 
tion of  their  religion  in  his  presence  ;  assuring 
them  he  was  perfectly  indifferent  between 
them,  and  that  he  would  embrace  that  doc- 
trine which,  upon  comparison,  appeared  to  be 
supported  by  the  most  solid  arguments.     Ac- 
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cordingly,  it  is  related,  that  there  was  a  publick 
meeting  of  the  chief  leaders  on  both  sides  in 
London,  where  the  Jews  opposed  the  Chris- 
tians with  so  much  energy,  that  the  bishops 
and  clergy  were  not  without  some  solicitude 
how  the  dispute  might  terminate.  No  other 
class  of  men  were  at  this  time  sufficiently  en- 
lightened to  engage  with  the  priesthood.  Some 
young  Jews  were  even  so  imprudent  as  to  value 
themselves  upon  their  infidelity.  It  has  been 
asserted,  that  they  became  so  powerful  and 
opulent  towards  the  conclusion  of  the  reign  of 
William  Rufus,  that  they  not  only  held  pub- 
lick  disputes,  but  endeavoured  by  pecuniary 
bribes  and  other  allurements  to  induce  the 
poor  to  embrace  their  religion.* 
^■^^-  Henry  II.  has  been  highly  censured  by 
Monkish  writers  for  tolerating  and  protecting 
the  Jews.  They  were  so  numerous  in  his 
reign,  that,  possessing  only  one  burying- ground 
in  the  city  of  London,  they  petitioned  the  king 
to  allow  them  some  new  cemeteries.  This  re- 
quest was  granted ;  and  places  to  inter  their 
dead  were  assigned  them  on  the  outside  of 
every  city  where  they  dwelt.  In  this  reign 
one  Joshua,  a  Jew,  furnished  the  rebels  in  Ire- 
land with  large  sums  of  money  ;  and  their  op- 

*  Hume's  History  of  England,  Vol.  I.  p,  1S9.     MoUoy  De  Jure 
Maritimo,  x»-  ^00. 
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ulence  had  rendered  them  so  presumptuous  as 
to  ridicule  the  higher  dignitaries  of  the  church. 
We  may  in  part  attribute  to  them  the  spirit 
which  dictated  the  constitution  of  Clarendon.^ 
In  1188,  the  parliament  at  Northampton  pro- 
posed to  assess  them  at  60,000/.  and  the  Chris- 
tians at  70,000/.  towards  the  projected  war.  The 
Jews  must,  therefore,  have  been  vastly  rich,  or 
the  parliament  extremely  tyrannical.  But  this 
nation,  from  their  first  residence  in  England, 
were  always  considered  as  vassals  to  the  crov/n, 
who  might  be  pillaged  according  to  the  caprice 
of  the  reigning  sovereign,  f 

When  Richard  I.  ascended  the  throne,  this  a.  d. 
people  brought  large  presents  in  order  to  se-  ^^^^' 
cure  the  royal  protection.  Many  having  has- 
tened from  remote  parts  of  England  to  West- 
minster, the  court  and  populace  imagined  they 
had  conspired  to  bewitch  the  king,  J  and  an 
edict  was  issued  to  prevent  their  presence  at 
the  coronation.  But  considerable  numbers^ 
whose  curiosity  was  greater  than  their  pru- 

*  Decrees  enacted  by  the  council  of  Clarendon,  which  Henry  H, 
convened  in  order  to  check  the  usurpations  of  the  pope  and  clergy,. 
Hume,  Vol.  I. 

f  Monthly  Magazine  and  British  Register,  1796.  MoUoy  Die 
Jure  Maritimo. 

+  A  superstitious  idea  that  the  Jews  were  most  of  them  cQn^ 
jurors  was  prevalent  during  the  dark  ages.— ^fl57iflj*e,  p.  638.- 
X.2. 
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dence,  fancied  they  might  pass  unobserved 
among  the  crowd,  and  ventured  to  insinuate 
themselves  into  the  abbey.  Upon  being  discov- 
ered, they  fled  in  great  consternation  ;  but  the 
people  pursued  them  arid  murdered  several.* 

A  rumour  spread  rapidly  through  the  city, 
that  the  king,  in  honour  of  the  festival,  had 
given  orders  for  the  massacre  of  the  Jews ;  a 
command  so  agreeable  was  instantly  executed 
on  all  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  populace.. 
Those  who  remained  at  home  were  exposed  to 
equal  danger ;  the  people  moved  by  rapacity 
and  zeal  broke  into  their  houses,  which  they 
plundered,  after  having  murdered  the  owners. 
Where  the  Jews  barricaded  their  doors  and  de- 
fended themselves  with  vigour,  the  rabble  set 
fire  to  the  houses,  and  made  way  through  the 
flames  to  exercise  their  pillage  and  violence. 
The  usual  licentiousness,  of  London,  which 
the  sovereign  power  with  difficulty  restrained, 
broke  out  with  fury,  and  continued  these  out- 
rages. The  inhabitants  of  the  other  cities  of 
England,  hearing  of  the  slaughter  of  this  un- 
happy people  in  the  metropolis,  imitated  the 
example  ;  and,  though  the  government  pub- 
lished a  proclamation  the  day  after  the  corona- 
tion, in  order  to  suppress  the  fury  of  the  popu- 

*  Hume's  History  of  England.    SmoUet's  History  of  Englanitl. 
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lace,  the  persecution  was  continued  the  greater 
part  of  the  year.* 

This  miserable  race  suffered  a  still  more  se- 
vere persecution,  when  Richard  I.  impelled 
more  by  the  love  of  glory  than  by  superstition 
engaged  in  the  crusades. f  They  had  furnish- 
ed him  with  vast  sums  towards  the  expedition  ; 
but  this  did  not  satisfy  the  people,  whose  zeal 
against  an  unbelieving  race  was  heightened  by 
the  holy  war ;  and  who  complained  of  the  con- 
duct as  well  as  the  faith  of  the  Jews.  The 
prejudices  of  the  age  liad  made  the  lending  of 
money  on  interest  pass  by  the  invidious  name 
of  usury ;  yet  the  necessity  of  the  practice  had 
still  continued  it,  and  the  greater  part  of  this 
dealing  fell  every  where  into  the  hands  of  the 
Jews,  who,  bemg  already  infamous  on  account 
of  their  religion,  had  no  honour  to  lose.  They 
were  therefore  apt  to  exercise  a  profession, 
odious  in  itself,  by  every  kind  of  rigour,  and 
even  sometimes  by  rapine  and  extortion.  The 
industry  and  frugality  of  this  nation  had  put 
them  in  possession  of  all  the  ready  money 
which  the  idleness  and  profusion,  common  to 

*  Hume's  History  of  England. 

f  This  was  the  third  crusade.  Saladin,  the  sultan  of  Egypt  and 
Syria,  had  taken  the  city  of  Jerusalem  from  the  Christians,  and 
placed  ou  its  walls  the  banners  of  Mahomet.  This  incident  rekiu' 
died  with  fresh  fury  the  zeal  of  the  ecclesiastical  military  adventU'* 
rers  among  the  Christians, 
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the  English  and  other  European  nations,  en- 
abled them  to  lend  at  an  exorbitant  and  unequal 
interest.* 

Those  who  were  preparing  for  the  holy  war, 
felt  indignant  that  the  enemies  of  Christ  should 
abound  in  wealth,  while  they,  who  supposed 
themselves  his  peculiar  friends  and  favourites, 
should  be  obliged  to  deprive  their  families  of 
necessaries  in  order  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  crusades.  Hence  they  persuaded  them- 
selves it  would  be  a  meritorious  act  to  destroy 
the  descendants  of  those  who  crucified  our  Sa- 
viour, and  apply  their  wealth  to  this  holy  enter- 
prize.  Though  the  king  at  his  departure  had 
left  orders  that  they  should  not  be  molested  ; 
yet  as  soon  as  he  quitted  the  kingdom  their 
fury  broke  out  anew.  They  destroyed  many 
of  these  wretched  people  at  Norwich,  Stam- 
ford, and  other  places,  and  seized  upon  their 
property.  The  murderers  took  shipping  as 
soon  as  possible,  and  fied  to  Jerusalem,  not  so 
much  as  one  of  the,m  being  detained  by  the 

*  Hume,  Vol.  I.  p.  135. 

*rhe  Jews  took  this  extravagant  intei-est  with  the  dreadful  pros- 
pect of  murder  before  their  eyes,  and  a  certainty  of  paying  a  large 
portion  of  it  to  the  king.  It  is,  therefore,  natural  to  suppose,  that 
fi  people  who  were  exposed  to  such  cruelties  and  insults,  and  had  sa 
uncertain  an  enjoyment  of  their  riches,  would  carry  usury  to  the  ut* 
most  extvemitj'-'Macphersan  on  Cotnmerce, 
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magistrates,  or  any  further  inquiry  made  re- 
specting their  injustice  and  cruelty.* 

A  still  more  horrid  transaction  took  place  at 
York,  where  the  Jews  were  great  usurers  ;  and, 
as  they  lived  in  a  splendid  manner,  their  opu- 
lence excited  envy,  and  increased  the  hatred 
against  them.     The  populace  in  this  city  as- 
sembled to  inflict  the  same  barbarities  upon 
them,  which    their  countrymen  had  suifered 
in  London,  and  other  places.      Upon  which, 
the  principal  persons  among  this  people  ap- 
plied to  the  governour  of  York  Castle,  and  pre- 
vailed upon  liim  to  grant  them  an  asylum. 
The  place  was  sufficiently  strong  for  their  de- 
fence.     But  a  suspicion  arising,  that  the  gov- 
ernour, who  frequently  went  out  into  the  city, 
had  combined  with  their  enemies  to  destroy 
them,  they  one  day  refused  him  entrance.    He 
complained  to  the  sheriff,  and  to  the  heads  of 
the  violent  party  who^were  deeply  indebt  to  the 
Jews,  and  was  ordered  to  attack  the  castle. 
The  sheriff,  however,  repented  of,  and  revoked 
the  order,  and  the  superiour  citizens  refused 
their  aid.     But,  as  the  fury  of  the  populace 
could  be  appeased  only  by  murder  and  rob- 
bery, an  attack  was  made.f     When  the  Jews 

*  Monthly  Magazine  and  British  Register,  1796- 

f  A  late  writei'  asserts,  that  the  leader  of  the  rabble  who  attacked 
the  castle  was  a  canon  regular  whose  zeal  was  so  fervcDt,  that  he 
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found  that  they  could  not  hold  out  any  longer, 
and  their  offers  of  purchasing  their  lives  with 
money  were  rejected,  they  took  the  horrid  re- 
solution of  destroying  themselves,  one  of  the 
most  desperate  among  them  exclaiming  in  des- 
pair, that  "  it  was  better  to  die  courageously 
for  the  law,  than  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
Christians."  Accordingly,  after  setting  fire  to 
the  towers  of  the  castle,  and  destroying  their 
wives  and  children,  they  put  a  period  to  their 
own  lives.  Five  hundred  perished  at  this 
time.  A  few,  who  surrendered  in  hopes  of 
mercy,  were  murdered  by  the  populace.* 

Immediately  after  this  dreadful  catastrophe, 
those  who  were  indebted  to  the  Jews,  repaired 
to  the  cathedral  where  the  bonds  were  deposit- 
ed, compelled  the  officer  to  deliver  the  obliga- 
tions, and  discharged  their  debts  by- burning 
them  in  the  church,  with  great  solemnity. 
They  also  entered  and  plundered  the  desolate 

stood  by  them  in  his  surplice,  which  he  considered  as  a  coat  of  mail, 
anu  eiteratedly  exclaimed,  "  Destroy  the  enemies  of  Jesus."  This 
spiritual  laconism  invigorated  the  arm  of  men,  who  perhaps  wanted 
no  other  stimulative  than  the  hopes  of  ohtaining  the  immense  prop- 
erty of  the  besieged.  The  same  author  also  asserts,  that  a  vene- 
rable rabbi,  wTio  was  highly  esteemed  among  his  brethren,  first  pro- 
posed to  them  to  perish  by  suicide,  in  order  to  elude  the  tortures 
which  they  expected  would  be  inflicted  upon  them  if  they  fell  into 
the  hands  of  their  enemies. — Curiosities  of  Literature,  V.  II.  p.  427. 

*  Basnage,  p.  638.    Anderson,  Vol.  I.  p.  234.    Macpherson,  Vol. 
I.  p.  83. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS.  275 

houses  which  belonged  to  the  Jews.  The 
king,  incensed  at  this  insult  to  his  authority, 
ordered  the  bishop  of  Ely,  at  that  time  chief 
justice  of  the  realm,  to  make  severe  examples 
of  the  guilty.  But  before  he  arrived  in  York- 
shire, the  principal  offenders  had  fled  into  Scot- 
land, and  the  city  of  London,  imputing  what 
had  happened  to  the  ungoverned  fury  of  the 
multitude,  the  prelate  contented  himself  with 
depriving  the  high  sheriff  and  governour  of  their 
offices,  and  levying  fines  upon  the  most  opu- 
lent of  the  inhabitants.^ 

The  cruel  persecutions  which  the  Jews  suf-  A^p. 
fered  during  the  reign  of  Richard,  had  induced 
many  of  the  wealthiest  among  them  to  leave 
the  kingdom.  The  consequent  diminution  of 
tlie  revenue  was  so  sensibly  felt,  that  John,  up- 
on his  accession  to  the  throne,  used  various  arts 
to  allure  them  to  return.  He  granted  them, 
upon  receiving  a  large  sum  of  money,  a  charter 
which  confirmed  all  their  ancient  privileges  ; 
and  allowed  them  to  hold  land,  to  build  syrik- 
gogues,  and  namiC  an  high  priest  by  the  tide 

*  Basnage,  p.  688.     Smollet's  History  of  England,  Vol.  II.  p.  227. 

When  the  king  employed  Granville  the  justiciaiy  to  inquire  into 
the  authors  of  these  crimeSj  the  guilt  vas  found  to  involve  so  many 
of  the  mostcojisiderable  citizens,  that  it  was  deemed  more  prudent 
to  drop  the  prosecution,  and  very  few  suffered  the  punishment  due 
to  this  enormity. — Hume's  History  of  England^  Vol.  I.  p.  351.. 


1199. 
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of  Presbyter  Jiideorum.*      Many  of  this  op- 
pressed people  returned,  and  were  afterwards 
more  cruelly  plundered  than  ever.     Their  ex- 
orbitant usury,  united  with  the  religious  preju- 
dices of  ihe  age,  had  rendered  them  so  odious  to 
the  people,  that  they  were  continually  demand- 
ing their  expulsion,  or  ratlier  extermination. 
But  the  English  kings  found  a  more  advanta- 
geous way  of  punishing  them  by  heavy  fines. 
This  procedure  proved  to  the  Jews,  that  their 
extortions  would  not  only  be  tolerated,  but  en- 
couraged, if  they  were  well  paid  for.  This  com- 
pelled them  to  rise  in  their  demands  upon  those 
who  applied  to  them  for  the  use  of  money.v, 
And  thus  a  system  of  usurious  oppression  was^ 
at  the  same  time  prohibited  by  law,  and  sanc-> 
tioned  by  the  practice  of  the  sovereigns,  who 
used  them  as  their  instruments  to  fleece  the^ 
people  in  order  to  fill  their  own  coffers,  f 

*  By  the  canon  law  no  Jcavs  could  erect  a  synagogue;  foi'ifthey 
attempted  to  buiid  these  places  of  worship  they  might  he  seized  by 
the  crown.  —JMatthexv  faris's  History  of  England.  JUacpherson 
on  Commerce. 

f  The  kings  even  Avent  so  far  as  to  claim  the  whole  property  of 
the  Jews.  They  Avere  to  reside  only  in  such  places  as  they  assigned 
them,  so  that  their  officers  might  on  all  occasions  find  them  and 
their  familes ;  they  weie  not  suffered  to  remove  without  special 
license.  They  were  banished,  executed,  and  subjected  to  fines  and 
ransoms  whenever  the  kings  thought  proper,  and  were  sold  or 
iBortgaged  to  those  who  would  advance  money  or  their  assignment. 
They  Avere  always  obliged  to  wear  a  disgraceful  mark  of  distinction 
on  their  garments.     The  re"enue  arising  from  their  wealth  was  so 
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King  John,  regardless  of  the  privileges  which  a.  d. 
the  Jews  had  purchased  from  him  in  the  begin- 
ning of  his  reign,  ordered  the  whole  of  them, 
women  as  well  as  men,  to  be  imprisoned  and 
tormented  till  they  should  pay  66,000  marks. 
The  ransom  required  from  a  wealthy  Jew  of 
Bristol  was  10,000  marks  of  silver ;  and  on 
his  refusing  to  pay  that  ruinous  fine,  he  order- 
ed one  of  his  teeth  to  be  extracted  every  day, 
to  which  the  unhappy  man  submitted  seven 
days,  and  on  the  eighth  agreed  to  satisfy  the 
king's  rapacity.  Isaac,  a  Jew  of  Norwich,  be- 
came bound  to  pay  10,000  marks.  It  is  as- 
serted by  some  historians,*  that  the  king,  not 
satisfied  with  the  vast  sums  extorted  from  this 
miserable  people,  confiscated  all  their  property, 
and  expelled  them  from  the  kingdom.  It  ap- 
pears, however,  that  they  soon  returned. 

Henry  III.  liberated  such  Jews  as.  were  in  i^ie. 
prison,   and   ordered   them   to    be   protected 
against  the  cruelty  of  the   Crusaders. f      In 
1233  this  monarch  founded  a  seminary,  where 

great,  that  there  was  a  particular  office  estaWished  for  the  manage- 
ment of  it,  called  the  Exchequer  of  the  Jews. — JMalloy  He  Jure 
Maritimo,p.  407,  408. 

*  Matthew  Paris.     Macpherson,  Vol.  I.  p.  S7&. 

■j"  The  Jews  were  so  deeply  alarmed  v/ith  the  persecution  which 
their  brethren  in  France,  Spain,  and  Germany,  suffered  at  this 
time  from  the  Crusaders,  that  they  purchased  an  edict  from  the 
king  to  preserve  them  from  similar  outrages.— -Basnoj-e,  p.  67S. 
Vol,  I.  Y 
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Jewish  converts  might  be  supported  without 
labour  or  usury.  This  induced  many  of  the 
nation  to  profess  Christianity  ;  and  the  house 
continued  till  after  their  expulsion  from  Eng- 
land.* 

Upon  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  New- 
castle, the  king  granted  them  the  inhospitable 
privilege,  that  no  Jew  should  reside  among 
them.  During  this  reign  the  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  and  the  bishops  of  Lincoln  and 
Norwich,  in  order  to  expel  the  Jews  for  want 
of  sustenance,  published  injunctions  through 
their  respective  dioceses,  that  no  Christian 
should  presume  to  sell  them  any  provisions 
under  pain  of  excommunication.  The  prior 
of  Dunstable,  however,  about  the  same  period, 
granted  to  several  Jews  liberty  to  reside  with- 
in his  domains,  in  consideration  of  the  annual 
payment  of  two  silver  spoons. f 
A.  D.  The  Jews  of  Norwich  were  accused  of  hav- 
ing stolen  a  christian  child  and  kept  him  a 
year,  that  they  might  circumcise  and  crucify 
him  at  the  ensuing  passover ;  but  being  de- 
tected previously  to  that  period,  they  suffered 
a  severe  punishment.  In  London  they  were 
also  accused  of  murder, J  and,  after  enduring 

*  Basnage,  p.  €79.  f  Monthly  Magazine,  1796. 

t  It  appears  probable,  tliat  most,  if  not  all  the  accusations  of  this 
kind  were  made  against  the  Jews  to  give  a  better  pretence  for  ex; 
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various  vexations  and  torments,  were  deprived 
of  a  third  part  of  all  their  estates.  This,  how- 
ever, did  not  satisfy  the  insatiable  king,  who 
soon  after  renewed  his  extortions.  This 
wretched  people  were  accused  of  coining  false 
money,  and  counterfeiting  the  prince's  seal ; 
and  under  these  pretences  were  loaded  with 
enormous  taxes.  In  1241, 20,000  marks  were 
exacted  from  them.  Two  years  after,  a  Jew, 
named  Aaron,  of  York,  was  compelled  to  pay 
four  gold  and  four  thousand  silver  marks. 
Seven  years  after  the  same  man  was  accused 
of  forgery,  and  condemned  to  pay  four  thou- 
sand marks  of  gold  and  fourteen  thousand  of 
silver.  The  high  penalty  imposed  upon  him, 
which  it  seems  he  was  thought  able  to  pay,  is 
rather  a  presumption  of  his  innocence  than  of 
his  guilt.* 

New  supplies  were  demanded  from  the  Jews  a.  d. 
for  carrying  on  the  Spanish  war.      Irritated  to 
the  highest  degree  by  this  oppression,  they  re- 
quested permission  to  depart  from  England  for 
some  more  propitious  and  friendly  country.f 

torting  their  money ;  for  according  to  Basnage  those  of  London 
■were  accused  of  murder,  on  their  refusal  to  pay  the  great  sums  the 
king  demanded.  The  least  surmise,  made  upon  the  slightest  foun- 
dation, obtained  credit  among  their  enemies,  who  sought  their  de- 
struction. 

*  Hume's  History  of  England. 

t  Elias,  a  London  Jew,  undertook  to  plead  for  his  brethren  be- 
fore the  council ;  and  made  a  pathetick  speech,  representing  the  im- 
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But  this  they  were  refused,  and  compelled  to 
pay  part  of  the  contribution.  The  following 
year  the  king  renewed  these  extortions.  He 
represented,  that  notwithstanding  the  taxes  he 
had  raised,  he  still  continued  poor  and  in- 
volved in  debt;  and  declared,  that  "he  must 
have  money  from  any  hand,  from  any  quarter, 
or  by  any  means."  He  then  demanded  eight 
thousand  marks  of  the  Jews,  and,  upon  their 
pleading  insolvency,  sold  them  to  his  brother 
Richard  for  that  sum.  It  was  expected  he 
would  demand  a  rigorous  payment  of  the  debt ; 
but  he  compassionated  their  situation,  and  was 
convinced  of  their  poverty  and  inability. 
A.  D.  The  hatred  of  the  people  against  the  Hebrew 
nation  had,  during  the  reign  of  Henry,  arrived 
at  such  a  height,  that,  when  the  barons  appear- 
ed in  arms  against  the  king,  they  endeavoured 
to  attach  the  citizens  of  London  to  their  interest 
bv  massacrins;  seven  hundred  of  this  devoted 
race.  An  attempt,  which  was  made  by  one  of 
the  nation  to  oblige  a  Christian  to  pay  an  enor- 
mous interest  for  a  loan  of  money,  is  said  to 
have  afforded  a  pretence   for  this  barbarous 

possibility  of  their  paying  the  sum  demanded.  Several  instances 
are  related  by  Basnage  of  the  Jews  bribing  their  judges  to  be  fa- 
vourable to  them.  In  particular,  John  Lune!,  though  in  the  eccle- 
siastical line,  was  accused  of  receiving  large  suras  from  many  Jews 
for  his  protecting  thera  at  the  bar,  and  diminishing  their  ta.\es. 
Page  679. 
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act.^-  They  first  plundered  their  houses,  and 
burnt  their  new  synagogue  to  the  ground. f 
It  was  however  rebuilt ;  but  in  1270  taken 
from  them  by  the  king  and  given  to  the  friars 
penitents,  who  had  complained  that  **  they 
were  not  able  to  make  the  body  of  Christ  in 
quiet  for  the  great  bowlings  the  Jews  made  dur- 
ing their  worship.  J 

In  the  third  year  of  the  reis:n  of  Edward  I.  a.  d. 

•^  ^  .  1276. 

a  law  passed  the  commons  concerning  Juda- 
ism which  seemed  to  promise  this  unhappy 
people  a  qualified  security.  The  apparent  de- 
sign of  it  was  to  introduce  a  regularity  in  the 
revenue  exacted  from  them,  which  had  hitherto 
consisted  of  arbitrary  taxes  levied  upon  them 
by  the  king.  This  statute  prohibited  the  usury 
of  the  Jews,  but  allowed  them  to  purchase 
houses  and  lands.  §     No  Christian  was,  how- 

*  Macplierson  on  Commerce. 

•  f  This  synagogue  was  built  during  the  time  the  Jews  were  most 
favoured  by  king  Henry  ;  and  surpassed  in  magnificence  the  chris- 
tian churches.  After  this  synagogue  was  seized  by  the  king,  it  was 
dedicated  to  the  blessed  virgin. — JM.  Paris's  Hist,  of  Eng.p.  393. 

^  The  learned  author  of  Anglia  Judaica  observes,  "that  the 
friars  were  situated  in  Old  Jewry,  and  having  but  a  small  dark 
chapel  belonging  to  their  friary,  thought  the  Jews'  fine  synagogue, 
which  stood  next  to  it,  more  convenient  for  them,  and  thei'efore 
begged  it  of  the  king,  and  furnished  him  with  that  reason  for  it."— 
David  Levi's  Letters  to  Priestley,  p.  6. 

§  Among  other  curious  particulars  contained  in  this  statute,  with 
regard  to  the  terms  on  which  the  Jews  were  tolerated  in  England, 
by  the  second  section,  "  the  good  Christians  were  not  to  take  above 
half  their  substance.*' — Observations  on  the  statutes,  p.  180. 
Y  2 
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ever,  permitted  to  lodge  in  their  dwellings ;  and 
every  Jew  above  seven  years  of  age  was  oblig- 
ed to  wear  a  peculiar  mark  of  two  cables  join- 
ed upon  his  upper  garment, 
m?*  ^i^^.?  Edward,  however,  whose  prejudices 
against  this  unhappy  people  were  increased  by 
his  expedition  into  the  holy  land,  treated  them 
with  great  rigour.  He  forbade  their  selling  or 
assigning  their  debts  without  his  license.  He 
ordered  all  their  repositories  throughout  the 
kingdom  to  be  searched,  and  established  an 
inquisition  to  take  cognizance  of  those  who 
neglected  to  wear  the  distinguishing  badges.. 
The  oppression  and  misery  under  which  they 
continually  groaned  appear  to  have  rendered 
them  regardless  of  character ;  and  the  frequent 
extortion  of  vast  sums  from  them^  seems  to 
have  made  them  imagine  every  method  justi- 
fiable, which  they  could  take  to  indemnify 
themselves.  They  were  accused  of  adultera- 
ting the  coin,  circulating  counterfeit  money, 
and  making  fraudulent  exchanges.  In  conse- 
quence of  their  guilt,  and  the  outcry  raised 
against  them,  all  the  Jews  in  England  were 
imprisoned  on  one  day,  and  two  hundred  and 

*  It  was  computed,  that  the  Jews  paid  the  crown  in  the  space  of 

-seven  years,  viz.  from  the  fiftieth  year  of  Henry  III.  to  the  second 

year  of  Edward  I.  no  less  than  four  hundi-ed  and  twenty  thousand 

pounds,  or  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  pounds  of  our  modern 

xtioney .-^Anderson  on  Commercef  Vol  J.  p-  322. 
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eighty  executed  in  London,  besides  vast  num- 
bers in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Their 
houses  and  lands,  as  well  as  the  goods  of  mul- 
titudes, were  sold  and  confiscated.  The  king, 
lest  it  should  be  suspected  that  the  riches  of 
the  sufferers  were  the  chief  part  of  their  guilt, 
ordered  a  moiety  of  the  money  raised  by  these 
confiscations  to  be  set  apart,  and  bestowed 
upon  such  as  were  willing  to  be  converted  to 
Christianity.  But  resentment  was  more  prev- 
alent with  them  than  any  temptation  from  their 
poverty ;  and  very  few  could  be  induced  by 
interest  to  embrace  the  religion  of  their  perse- 
cutors.* 

About  this  time  king  Edward,  prompted  by  ^'  J*- 
his  zeal  and  rapacity,  ordered  the  Jews  to  be 
banished  from  the  kingdom,  and  never  to  re- 
turn, upon  pain  of  death.  He  seized  at  once 
their  whole  property,  and  allowed  them  only 
money  sufficient  to  bear  their  expenses  into 
foreign  countries,  where  new  persecutions  and 
extortions  awaited  them.f     But  the  seamen  of 

*  Basaage,  p.  680,  Macpherson,  Vol.  I.  p.  432,  Hume,  Vol. 
U.  p.  4. 

■[■  The  clergy  were  so  well  pleased  with  the  banishment  of  the 
Jews,  that  they  granted  a  tenth  of  their  beneficies  to  the  king;  and 
afterwards  joined  with  the  nobility  in  obliging  him  with  a  fifteenth 
of  their  temporalities,  to  make  some  amends  for  the  loss  he  sustain- 
ed by  the  expulsion  of  a  people,  from  whom  his  predecessors  had 
exacted  considerable  subsidies  in  the  emergency  of  affairs.— (Smofe?, 
Vol  I,  p.  140. 
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the  cinque  ports  despoiled  most  of  them  of  this 
small  pittance,  and  even  threw  some  hundreds 
of  this  miserable  people  into  the  sea.  The 
king  inflicted  a  capital  punishment  upon  the 
perpetrators  of  this  crime.  The  number  of 
those  who  were  expelled  amounted  to  sixteen 
thousand  five  hundred  and  eleven.  Edward 
had  previously  banished  them  from  his  terri- 
tories in  France.  After  this  expulsion,  the 
Jews  never  appeared  again  in  a  body  in  Eng- 
land during  three  hundred  and  fifty  years.* 


CHAP.  XVII. 

State  of  the  Jews  in  France.  They  ai'e  expelled  the  kingdom  by 
Philip  Augustas.  They  are  severely  persecuted  under  the  reiga 
of  Lewis  IX,  who  at  length  banishes  them  from  his  dominions. 
Sevei'e  laws  enacted  against  them  by  the  duke  of  Brittany,  and 
the  councils  of  Lyons  and  Vienne.  The  Jews  are  recalled  by 
Philip  the  bold.  They  are  banished  by  Philip  the  fair,  and  re- 
called by  Lewis  XI.  Irruption  of  the  shepherds,  and  their  cruel- 
ty. The  Jews  are  accused  of  causing  the  rivers,  wells,  &c.  to  be 
poisoned.  The  terrible  punishment  they  suffered  for  this  suppos- 
ed crime.  They  are  banished  by  Philip  the  tall.  They  invent 
bills  of  exchange.  They  are  recalled  by  John  II.  They  are  ac- 
cused of  various  crimes,  and  cruelly  treated  during  the  reign  of 
Charles  VI.    They  are  finally  expelled  the  French  dominions. 

While  the  Jews  in  England  were  enduring 
all  kinds  of  oppression  and  misery,  their  breth- 
ren in  France  were  subjected  to  similar  suffer- 

*  Anderson  on  Commerce,  Vol.  I.  p.  322.    Macpherson,  Vol.  I. 
p.  450.    Henry's  History  of  Britain,  Vol.  IV.  4G. 
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ings  and  persecution.     About  the  year  1182, 
king  Philip,  surnamed  the  august,  under  pre- 
tence of  piety  and  zeal  for  the  honour  of  God, 
banished  them  from  his  dominions,*  and  con- 
fiscated their  estates.     They  were  permitted 
to  retain  only  what  could  be  collected  from  the 
sale  of  their  furniture  ;    for  which  they  found 
it  difficult  to  obtain  purchasers.    It  is  even  said, 
that  they  were  robbed  of  the  small  sums  they 
were  enabled  to  raise,  and  reduced  to  the  great- 
est misery,  and  that  many  fell  victims  to  these 
tyrannical  proceedings.     Soon  after,  however, 
the  king  ordered  them  to  be  recalled  ;  and  up- 
on finding  that  this  measure  excited  the  re- 
sentment of  the  Zealots,  he  excused  himself  by 
alleging,  that  his  object  was  to  extort  money 
from  them  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  cru- 
sade, f 

After  the  Jews  were  resettled  in  the  king-  a.  d. 
dom,  they  resumed  their  former  usurious  prac- 
tices, and  accumulated  wealth,  with  which  they 
purchased  lands.f     The  king  at  first  connived 

*  The  murder  of  a  youth  named  Richard,  was  laid  to  their 
charge,  and  served  as  a  pretence  for  expelling  them  from  P'rance. 
Ficart,  p.  173. 

f  Basnage,  p.  636. 

i  During  the  reign  of  Philip  Augustus,  the  Jews  were  in  some 
measure  the  property  of  the  lord  iu  whose  territories  they  resid- 
ed ;  but  servitude  did  not  always  prevent  them  from  becoming  the 
possessors  of  land.     We  even  find  that  in  France  they  were  the 


1230 
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at  their  extortions,  because  they  had  bought 
his  protection  ;  but,  upon  the  remonstrance  of 
his  people,  new  laws  were  enacted  to  reiT^dy 
this  evil. 
A.  D.  Lewis  IX.  surnamed  the  saint,  in  the  begin-  i 
ning  of  his  reign  called  a  council  at  Melun ; 
in  which  a  new  law  was  enacted,  expressly 
prohibiting  all  his  subjects  from  borrowing 
any  money  of  the  Jews.  It  appears  from  va- 
rious edicts,  that  the  effects  of  all  this  unhappy  ] 
people  who  were  settled  in  the  kingdom  be- 
longed to  the  barons,  within  whose  territories 
they  had  fixed  their  residence.  They  were 
forbidden  by  the  law  to  change  their  abode 
without  the  permission  of  their  lord,  who  was 
empowered  to  follow  and  claim  them  as  fugi- 
tive slaves  even  in  the  royal  domain.  It  also 
appears  that  they  were  regarded  as  an  object 
of  traffick,  and  transferred  with  the  land  from 
one  proprietor  to  another,  and  sometimes  sold 
separately,  their  value  being  estimated  accord- 
ing to  their  talents  and  industry.  The  spirit 
of  persecution  was  carried  still  further  ;  for,  if 
a  Jew  became  a  convert  to  Christianity,  the 
whole  of  his  property  was  confiscated  to  the 

owners  of  vast  domains ;  yet  it  may  be  readily  perceived  tliat  it  was 

a  matter  of  no  great  difficulty  to  deprive  these  of  their  wealth,  who 

I  Avere  not  masters  of  their  own  persons. — Gre^oire,  p.  10.  ^ 
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lise  of  his  lord.^  The  passion  for  extorting 
wealth  from  this  miserable  race  was  so  vehe- 
ment, "  that  a  conversion  was  considered  as  a 
bankruptcy,  and  even  paradise  did  not  possess 
the  right  of  asylum,  "f 

Saint  Lewis  not  only  sanctioned  and  con- 
firmed, but  even  extended  these  oppressive 
laws.  He  ordered  the  Jews  to  be  severely 
fined  if  they  neglected  to  wear  a  distinguishing 
and  disgraceful  badge  on  their  garments,  and 
prohibited  them  from  having  any  intercourse 
with  the  Christians.  During  his  reign,  when 
a  Jew  appeared  in  evidence  against  a  Christian, 
he  was  compelled  to  swear  "by  the  ten  names 
of  God  ;  and  his  oath  was  accompanied  with  a 
thousand  imprecations  upon  his  own  head,  if 
he  deviated  from  the  truth.  The  person  who 
administered  the  oath  thus  addressed  nim, 
"  May  the  Lord  God  send  you  a  continual 
fever  or  ague,  if  you  are  guilty  of  perjury ; 

*  This  singular  custom  of  confiscating  all  the  goods  of  the  Jews 
who  erabi-aced  Christianity,  was  first  introduced  into  France,  and  is 
known  only  by  the  law  which  suppressed  it,  given  at  Basville,  1392. 
Thus  by  a  strange  and  impious  inconsistency,  this  wretched  people 
at  one  time  incurred  a  severe  penalty  by  renouncing  Judaism  ;  at 
another  epoch,  those  in  the  same  country  who  refused  to  profess 
Christianity  were  ordered  to  be  burnt.  The  practice  of  confiscating 
the  property  of  those  Jews  who  professed  Christianity  begun  nn- 
der  the  feudal  government,  and  was  continued  in  most  parts  of  Eu- 
rope till  the  enil  or  tlie  fourteenth  century. — J^fontesquieu's  Works. 
French  Encyclopedia. 

t  Essay  on  Publick  Happiness,  Vol.  II.  p.  427. 
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may  he  destroy  you  in  his  anger,  you,  and 
your  family,  and  your  effects ;  may  the  sword 
and  death,  fear  and  inquietude,  pursue  you  on 
all  sides ;  may  the  earth  swallow  you  up  like 
Dathan  and  Abiram  ;  may  all  the  sins  of  your 
parents,  and  all  the  maledictions  contained  in 
the  law  of  Moses  fall  on  your  head."  To  this 
dreadful  imprecation  the  miserable  objects  of 
persecution  were  compelled  to  answer  three 
times,  "  So  be  it."* 
A,  D.  The  most  signal  calamity  which  the  Jews 
suffered  during  the  reign  of  St.  Lewis  was  a 
persecution  raised  against  them  by  the  Pa- 
risians, on  account,  as  was  pretended,  of  their 
sacrificing  some  christian  children  on  good 
Friday,  and  of  using  their  blood  at  the  solem- 
nity of  the  passover.  For  this  imputed  act  of 
murder  and  impiety,  they  were  cruelly  slaugh- 
tered  in  the  metropolis.  The  persecution  was 
also  extended  to  Brie,  Toraine,  Anjou,  Poi- 
tou,  and  Maine ;  in  which  places  upwards 
of  two  thousand  five  hundred  Jews,  who  refus- 
ed to  embrace  Christianity,  were  put  to  death 
by  the  most  cruel  tortures.  Their  sufferings 
would  probably  have  been  prolonged  had  not 
pope  Gregory  IX.  interposed,  and  wrote  to  St. 
Lewis,  requesting  him  to  allow  them  libert}  of 
-conscience. 

*  GifFord's  History  of  France,  Vol.  1.  p.  430,  437—450. 
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During  the  king's  imprisonment  in  the  holy 
land*  a  crusade  was  formed  in  his  kingdom 
of  simple  shepherds,  whose  professed  object 
was  to  march  thither  and  release  him.     They 
grounded  their  chimerical  design  upon  reve- 
lations, and  pretended  they  had   the  gift  of 
"working   miracles.      The   enthusiastick   fury 
spread  till  their  army  amounted  to  an  hundred 
thousand  men,  who  marched  to  Bourges,  plun- 
dered the  Jews,  and  seized  all  their  books  in 
order  to  commit   them  to  the   flames.      At 
length,    however,    they   were    subdued,    and 
many  of  them  put  to  death. f 

The  following  year  a  conference  was  held 
in  the  presence  of  Blanche,  the  queen  regent 
during  St.  Lewis's  absence,  between  rabbi  Je- 
chiel  a  learned  cabbalist,  and  Nicolas  Donim 
a  celebrated  Jewish  convert.  The  French 
authors  assert,  that  Jechiel,  baflled  and  morti- 
fied by  the  powerful  arguments  of  his  oppo- 
nent, retired  in  disgust  to  Jerusalem,  While 
the  king  was  under  confinement  in  the  holy 
land,  he  sent  an  edict  to  France  to  expel  the 
Jews  from  his  dominions,  which  was  punctual- 
ly executed  by  the  queen  regent. 

*  St  Lewis  was  at  the  head  of  the  sixth  and  seventh  crusade  in 
12 A8  and  1270. 

t  Basnage,  p.  672. 
Tot  I.  Z 
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A.  D.      The  Israelites  bein^  numerous,  and  s:reat 

1239.  .       -n    .  .   . 

usurers  ,in  Brittany,  the  nobihty  and  merchants 
united  in  a  complaint  against  them  to  John  le 
Houx,  the  duke.  An  act  was  passed  which 
declared,  that  at  the  request  of  the  bishops, 
abbots,  barons,  and  vassals  in  Brittany,  all  the 
Jews  should  be  forever  banished  from  that 
province.  By  this  law  all  their  debtors  were 
exonerated,  and  their  effects  ordered  to  be  re- 
tained ;  and  those  who  had  recently  killed  a  Jew 
were  forbidden  to  be  disturbed.  The  king  of 
France  was  to  be  requested  to  expel  this  hated 
race,  and  confiscate  their  property.  The  duke 
engaged  for  himself  and  his  successors,  far  the 
present  and  future  to  support  this  law ;  and,  if 
he  violated  it,  he  authorized  the  bishops  to  ex- 
communicate him,  and  confiscate  his  lands  in 
their  dioceses  without  regard  to  any  privi- 
leges.* 
1240.  The  celebrated  council  of  Lyons  passed  also 
a  decree  enjoining  all  christian  princes  who 
had  Jews  in  their  dominions,  under  penalty  of 
excommunication,  to  compel  them  to  refund 
to  the  Crusaders  all  the  money  they  had  ob- 
tained by  usury.  This  oppressed  people  were 
also  prohibited  from  demanding  any  debts  due 
to  them  from  the  Crusaders  till  their  death  or 
return. 

*  Basnsge,  p.  671.     Grcgoirc,  p.  243. 
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The  council  of  Vienna,  held  in  the  same 
century,  defended  the  Christians  against  the 
exorbitant  usury  of  the  Jewish  nation.  This 
people,  ho\v^ever,  notwithstanding  these  decrees 
and  precautions,  in  some  provinces  of  France, 
particularly  in  Languedoc,  were  raised  to  the 
magistracy,^  and  in  most  parts  of  the  the  king- 
dom kept  christian  slaves. 

Phihp  the  bold,  the  successor  of  St.  Lewis,  a.  d. 
was  induced  to  recall  the  Jews  m  order  to  pro- 
mote commerce,  effect  the  circulation  of 
money, ^  and  improve  his  exhausted  finances. 
They  became  powerful  and  affluent  under  the 
reign  of  this  prince.  In  1290,  Edward,  king 
of  England,  banished  this  people  from  Gas- 
con}^  and  his  other  dominions  in  France,  f 

The  example  of  the  English  monarch  was  isoo. 
followed  by  Philip  the  fair,  who  published  an 
edict  by  which  all  the  Jews  who  refused  to 
profess  Christianity  were  expelled  the  king- 
dom, never  to  return  upon  pain  of  death.  It 
is  allowed,  that  this  unhappy  people  were  sac- 
rificed to  the  king's  extreme  avarice,J  for  he 
seized  upon  all  their  wealth,  and  only  allowed 

*  The  city  of  Montpelier  in  particular  had  been  frequently  in 
danger  of  seeing  a  Jew  at  the  head  of  the  magistracy ;  upon  which 
account,  William  IV.  lord  of  it,  found  himself  obliged  to  forbid  it 
by  his  last  will,  as  his  grandfather  had  done  about  fifty  years  be- 
fore.— Modern  Univer.  Hist.  Vol.  XIlLp.  317. 

t  Hume's  History  of  England.  ^  Basnage,  p.  C74. 
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them  money  to  defray  their  expenses  to  the 
frontiers.  Many  perished  by  the  way  with 
fatigue  and  want,  and  those  who  survived  re- 
tired into  Germany.  Hence  the  Jews  of  that 
country  supposed  themselves  of  French  ex- 
traction. Among  those  who  escaped  exile 
by  receiving  baptism  many  relapsed  and  re- 
turned to  Judaism. 

The  conversion  of  the  celebrated  Nicolas 
de  Lyra,  however,  appears  to  have  been  sin- 
cere. He  wrote  a  learned  treatise  against  his 
nation,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life 
in  the  explanation  of  the  scriptures.  Most 
of  the  proselytes  think  themselves  obliged 
to  give  a  testimony  of  their  faith  by  writing 
against  their  deserted  brethren  ;  but  he  is 
said  to  have  adduced  more  cogent  argu- 
ments against  them  than  any  Jewish  convert 
before  him.  He  studied  some  time  in  the 
universitv  of  Paris,  and  then  entered  into  the 
Franciscan  order.  He  died  at  his  convent  at 
Vemeuil  in  the  year  1340.* 
A.  p.  The  same  avarice  which  caused  Philip  to 
expel  the  Jews  from  France  induced  Lewis 
X.  the  succeeding  monarch,  to  recall  them. 
He  expected  by  this  measure  to  recruit  his 
finances,  and  thus  be  enabled  to  reduce  the 
Flemmings  to  subjection.     The  condition  of 

*  Modern  Univer.  Hist.  Vol.  XHI.  p.  321. 
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their  return  was  paying  a  very  heavy  tax  ;  and 
the  time  of  their  reraaining  in  the  kingdom 
limited  to  twelve  years.  During  this  period 
they  were  at  liberty  to  engage  in  trade,  or  sup- 
port themselves  by  labour.  They  were  allow- 
ed to  collect  their  old  debts,  two  thirds  of 
which  the  king  claimed  for  himself.  They 
were  also  permitted  to  purchase  synagogues, 
burying-places,  and  their  books,  except  the 
Talmud.  But  they  were  now  obliged,  as  be- 
fore, to  wear  a  particular  mark  of  distinction. 
They  were  prohibited  from  lending  money  on 
usurious  interest,  written  obligation,  or,  in 
short,  any  thing  but  pledges.  They  were 
likewise  forbidden  to  dispute  on  religion  either 
in  publick  or  private.* 

In  the  reign  of  Philip  V.  surnamed  the  tall, 
the  shepherds  and  other  inhabitants  of  the 
country  left  their  flocks  and  farms,  and  assert- 
ed, that  they  were  going  to  Jerusalem  for  the 
relief  of  the  holy  land.  With  no  other  weapons 
than  a  pilgrim's  staff  they  marched  in  great 
bodies,  which  were  increased  by  the  junction 
of  the  populace,  which  they  met  on  their  way. 
Their  leaders  were  two  profligate  priests,  who 
pretended  to  work  miracles,  and  thus  imposed 
upon  tlae  credulity  of  the  people^     They  rav. 

*  Basnage,  p.  674. 
%  2 
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aged  several  of  the  southern  provinces,  broke 
open  the  prison  doors,  and  enlisted  all  the  crim- 
inals they  found  into  their  society.  By  these 
means  they  made  themselves  masters  of  sev- 
eral cities,  and  committed  the  vilest  outrages 
and  cruelties ;  but  more  particularly  against  the 
Jews.  This  miserable  race,  left  to  the  choice 
of  death  or  baptism,  collected  their  most  valu- 
able effects,  and  fled  before  this  tumultuous 
rabble.  A  considerable  number  of  them  hav- 
ing taken  refuge  in  the  royal  castle  of  Verdun, 
in  the  diocese  of  Toulouse,  were  there  besieg- 
ed by  the  shepherds.  They  defended  them- 
selves with  vigour  and  desperation ;  and,  find- 
ing their  arms  fail,  began  to  throw  their  chil- 
dren over  the  walls  in  hopes  to  excite  the  com- 
passion of  their  enemies ;  but  in  vain.* 

The  shepherds  set  fire  to  the  fortress,  and 
expected  to  satiate  their  rage  with  the  slaughter 
of  the  besieged.  But  the  Jews  perceiving 
there  was  no  means  of  escape,  to  avoid  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  requested  one  of 
their  brethren,  a  young  man  of  great  strength, 
to  put  them  all  to  death.  The  wretch  accepted 
the  fatal  commission,  and  after  he  had  massa- 
cred five  hundred  he  presented  himself  to  the 
besiegers  with  a  few  children,  whose  lives  he 

*  Basnage,  p.  675.    Gifford. 
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had  spared,  and  demanded  baptism.  His  re- 
quest, however,  was  rejected,  and  he  received 
the  punishment  due  to  his  barbarity.  At 
length  a  great  number  of  the  shepherds  were 
apprehended  and  executed  at  different  places, 
particularly  at  Toulouse,  where  they  had  mas- 
sacred all  the  Jews  in  the  citv.* 

This  miserable  people  were  ten  years  after  a,  D; 
involved  in  another  calamity,  pretended  to  have 
been  occasioned  by  their  having  suffered  them- 
selves to  be  bribed  by  the  Saracen  king  of 
Grenada,  to  procure  the  poisoning  of  all  the 
rivers,  wells,  and  reservoirs  of  water.  A  leper 
having  deposed,  that  he  was  hired  by  a  certain 
rich  Jew  to  effect  this  purpose,  the  people  in 
several  provinces,  without  waiting  for  the 
necessary  formality,  attacked  the  Jews,  and 
put  them  to  the  most  cruel  death.  Some, 
driven  to  despair,  perished  by  suicide.  At 
Paris,  however,  none  but  those  who  were  sup- 
posed guilty  were  destroyed.  The  rich  were 
imprisoned  till  they  would  discover  their  trea- 
sures, the  greatest  part  of  which  the  king  seiz- 
ed for  his  own  use,  and  expelled  this  devoted 
race  from  his  dominions. f 

After  the  Jews  were  banished  the  kingdom 
by  Philip  the  tall,  they  took  refuge  in  Lom- 

*  Basnage,  p.  664.     Gifford,  Vol.  I  p.  539. 
t  Basnage,  p.  Crs.    GifFord,  Vol.  I.  p.  139,  Vol.  II.  p,  206. 
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bardy,  and  gave  to  the  foreign  merchants  bills 
of  exchange,  drawn  upon  those  to  whom  they 
entrusted  their  effects  at  parting,  and  those  bills 
were  accepted.  Thus  "  commerce  was  seen 
to  arise  from  the  bosom  of  vexation  and  de- 
spair."* It  was  reserved  for  an  oppressed 
people  to  invent  a  method,  by  which  mer- 
chants in  regions  the  most  remote  from  each 
other  could  procure  the  value  of  their  com- 
modities without  the  inconvenience  of  trans- 
porting gold  or  silver.  In  this  way  the  Jews 
often  eluded  the  violence  and  rapacity  of  their 
enemies  ;  the  richest  among  them  frequently 
having  none  but  invisible  effects,  which  they 
could  convey  imperceptibly  wherever  they 
pleased.  Thus  they  accelerated  their  return ; 
for  though  the  princes  were  willing  to  banish 
their   persons,    they    wished    to   retain   their 

wealth,  t 
A.  ».      In  the  reisrn  of  John  II.  the  Jews  endeavour- 

1360.  ^  . 

ed  to  procure  their  recall.  During  the  king's 
captivity  J   they   had   made  several  proposals 

*  Montesquieu's  Works,  Vol.  H.  p.  60 

f  French  Encyclo.    Gregoire's  Observations  nouvelles  sur  les  Juifs. 

t  King  John  was  taken  prisoner  in  1356  by  the  celebrated  prince 
of  Wales,  surnamed  the  black  prince,  son  of  Edward  IH.  of  Eng- 
land The  French  king  had  agreed  to  pay  three  millions  of  gold 
crowns  for  his  ransom.  The  first  payment  was  to  be  600,000  crowns ; 
and  as  France  could  not  then  furnish  the  money,  they  were  obliged 
to  recall  the  Jews,  and  sell  them  the  liberty  of  trading  in  France,—- 
^Jidersorif  Vol.  J.  p.  452. 
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to  the  regent,  who  evinced  a  disposition  to 
grant  them  a  favour  which  they  offered  to 
purchase  at  a  very  high  price.  Soon  after  his 
release  John  pubhshed  a  declaration,  by  vv-hich 
he  permitted  them  to  return  and  remain  in  the 
kingdom  twenty  years.  Besides  the  sum 
which  they  advanced  for  this  privilege,  every 
master  of  a  family  paid  twelve  florins  of  gold 
on  his  entrance  into,  and  six  florins  yearly  for 
the  liberty  of  residing  in  France.  A  general 
poll  tax  was  also  levied  upon  them  of  one 
florin  per  head.  The  king  strictly  prohibited 
their  exorbitant  usury,  and  permitted  them 
only  to  take  moderate  interest.^ 

During  the  reign  of  Charles  VI.  the  Jews 
were  accused  of  murdering  a  new  convert,  and 
other  crimes,t  for  which  some  were  executed, 
others  scourged,  and  fines  levied  upon  the  syn- 
agogues. These  severities  induced  many  to 
assume  the  mask  of  Christianity.  J  The  people, 
however,  in  1380,  insisted  upon  their  expul- 
sion, and  assembled  as  it  is  said  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  certain  noblemen,  who  had  borrowed 
large  sums  of  this  persecuted  race,  who, 
though  generally  considered  as  the  outcasts  of 

*  GifFord,  Vol.  H.  p.  269.     Basnage,  p.  676. 
f  Charles  VI.  during  his  reign,  becoming  deranged  in  his  intel- 
lect, it  was  suspected  that  the  Jews  deprived  him  of  his  reason.— 
Gregoire,  p.  22. 

\  Basnage,  p.  676. 
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society,  exerted  their  industry  with  success  in 
the  acquisition  of  wealth.  The  houses  of  the 
publick  receivers,  most  of  whom  were  Jews  in 
Lombardy,  were  broke  open ;  the  chests  in 
which  the  money  was  deposited  were  seized, 
and  their  contents  emptied  into  the  streets ; 
while  the  registers,  bonds,  and  all  other  securi- 
ties for  money  lent,  were  destroyed.  In  one 
street  alone  tlurty  houses  were  pillaged,  and 
all  the  furniture,  clothes,  plate,  and  jewels,  be- 
came the  prey  of  the  populace.  The  Jews 
endeavoured  to  preserve  their  lives  by  flight, 
but  most  of  them  were  intercepted  and  mas- 
sacre4 ;  while  the  few  who  escaped,  took  re- 
fuge in  the  dungeons  of  the  Chatelet.  The 
women  in  despair  attempted  to  follow  their 
husbands  with  their  children  in  their  arms ; 
but  the  mob  forced  their  children  from  them, 
and  carried  them  to  be  baptized.* 

The  government  was  too  weak  to  inflict  on 
the  insurgents  the  punishment  which  their 
crimes  deserved.  The  Jews,  however,  were 
reestablished  in  their  habitations  ;  and  an  order 
was  issued  by  the  council  for  every  one  to  re- 
store, under  pain  of  death,  whatever  he  had 
taken  from  them ;  but  the  order  was  treated 
with  contempt.  These  miserable  objects  of 
oppression,  after  being  despoiled  of  their  prop- 

*  Gifford,  Vol.  II.  p.  269. 
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eily,  were  exposed  to  prosecutions  from  those 
who  had  left  pledges  in  their  hands ;  but  an . 
ordinance  was  passed  to  exempt  them  from  the 
consequences  on  taking  an  oath,  that  the  prop- 
erty which  was  the  object  of  the  action  had 
been  taken  from  them  during  the  tumult.* 

In  the  reimi  of  Charles  VL  a  council  which  ^- ?• 
was  held  on  the  17th.  of  September,  passed  an 
act  for  the  final  expulsion  of  the  Jews  from 
France.  The  provost  was  ordered  to  super- 
intend the  execution  of  the  edict,  and  take  an 
inventory  of  all  the  eiFects  which  could  be 
found  in  their  houses  at  the  time  of  their  de- 
parture. They  were  obliged  to  leave  the  king- 
dom in  November  ;  and  from  this  last  exile 
they  begin  the  date  of  their  years.  The  greater 
part  of  this  persecuted  people  retired  into  Ger- 
many. In  the  city  of  Metz  in  Lorraine  they 
preserved  their  ancient  privileges,!  the  city  be- 
ing at  the  time  of  their  expulsion  a  free  town 
in  the  imperial  territories.  After  it  was  an- 
nexed to  the  French  dominions,  the  king  of 
France  continued  to  tolerate  the  Jews  who 

*  GifFord,  Vol.  H.  p.  269. 

f  The  Jews  were  established  at  Metz  as  early  as  the  year  888, 
since  at  that  epoch  Gombert  the  dean  brought  some  complaints 
against  them.  Sigebert  de  Gemblours  taught  in  this  city  in  the 
twelfth  century  with  such  success,  that  they  eagerly  resorted  to 
hear  his  instructions.— G're«"o«re  on  the  Reformation  of  the  Jevs,  , 
page  283. 
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were  settled  there,  and  for  a  long  period  it  was 
the  only  place  in  the  kingdom  where  they  en- 
joyed a  privileged  abode.* 

Respecting  the  repeated  accusations  brought 
against  the  Jews,  of  crucifying  christian  chil- 
dren, poisoning  the  rivers,  Sec.  a  late  author 
observes,  "in  the  dark  periods  of  the  middle 
agesf  the  Jews,  punished  but  in  the  most 
dreadful  manner  for  real  crimes,  suffered  often- 
er  for  crimes  merely  chimerical.  The  relations 
of  their  sacrificing  christian  children  are  given 
by  christian  historians.  But  even  granting, 
that  rage,  madness,  or  a  desire  of  revenge  may 
have  induced  some  fanaticks  to  commit  these 
excesses,  are  we  to  consider  the  whole  nation 
as  culpable  ? 

*'  The  poisoning  of  fountains  by  bundles  of 
herbs,  or  noxious  mixtures,  forms  an  accusa- 
tion much  more  absurd  ;  for  in  order  to  com- 
mit crimes,  people  must  be  actuated  by  some 
motives,  and  the  hopes  of  success.  But  what 
success  could  the  Jews  expect  in  poisoning  the 

*  Basnage,  p.  676.    GifFord,  Vol.  II.  p.  344. 

f  The  middle  age,  as  it  is  called,  is  considered  as  terminating  at 
the  taking  of  Constantinople  in  the  fifteenth  century.  Its  com- 
tneucement  is  not  so  v  ell  fixed  by  historians,  some  carrying  it  back 
even  to  the  reign  of  Coustantine,  and  some  only  to  the  division  of 
the  empire  under  Theodosius.  The  middle  age  contains  a  period 
of  about  one  thousand  years,  The  term  dj.rk  f.ge  is  sometimes 
used  to  expi-ess  the  ninth,  tenth,  and  eleventh  centuries,  >vhich 
•were  the  most  barbarous  portions  of  this  dark  period. 
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springs,  which  were  constantly  renewed,  and 
from  which  they  themselves  daily  drew  water. 
Ask  the  physicians,  if,  at  a  time  when  chem- 
istry was  only  in  its  infancy,  a  poison  was 
known  sufficiently  active  to  produce  that  ef- 
fect. Can  we  allov/  ourselves  to  be  persuaded, 
that  the  Jews,  who  were  so  much  interested  in 
living  upon  good  terms  with  other  nations, 
should  attempt  crimes,  the  execution  of  which 
was  evidently  impossible ;  and  which  they 
must  naturally  expect  would  provoke  new 
persecutions  ?  But  though  all  the  crimes  im- 
puted to  the  Jews  should  be  true,  when  we  ex- 
amine them  thoroughly,  they  will  appear  less 
culpable  than  the  nations  by  whom  they  have 
been  compelled  to  commit  them."* 

It  ought,  however,  to  be  remembered,  that 
the  cruelty  of  professed  christians  to  the  Jews 
in  the  dark  ages  is  no  argument  against  the 
truth  of  that  sacred  religion,  the  genuine  spirit 
of  which  breathes  "  peace  on  earth  and  good 
will  to  men."  This  spirit  was  exemplified  in  the 
primitive  christians,  the  apostles,  and  martyrs, 
and  more  especially  in  their  head  and  patron 
Jesus  Christ,  who,  while  he  expired,  prayed  for 

*  Gregoire  on  the  Reformation  of  the  Jews,  p.  26. 
According  to  Basuage  most  of  these  accusations  against  the  Jews 
were  the  reports  of  their  inveterate  enemies,  who  continually  sought 
their  destruction,  p.  644. 
Vol.  I.  A  A  I 
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his  most  inveterate  persecutors,  saying,  "Fa- 
ther forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they 
do."* 


CHAP.   XVIII. 

The  Jews  in  Spain  are  persecuted  by  the  bishop  of  Toledo.  They 
are  massacred  by  the  Crusaders.  Raymond  de  Penneforte  at- 
tempts to  convert  them.  They  are  favoured  by  Alphonso  X. 
and  James  I.  king  of  AiTagon.  They  are  deluded  by  an  impos- 
tor, -who  predicted  the  appearance  of  the  Messiah.  Irruption  of 
the  shepherds.  The  pestilence  spreads  from  their  army.  The 
Jews  are  accused  of  poisoning  the  rivers.  They  are  favoured  by 
Alphonso  XI.  Their  enemies  conspire  to  destroy  them.  Fresh 
insurrections  at  Toledo.  Many  Jews  perish  by  suicide.  Of  the 
persecutions  they  suffered  at  Castile  and  Arragon  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  fourteenth  century.  Pope  Benedict  appoints  a  con- 
ference between  them  and  the  Christians.  A  lai'ge  number  of 
Jews  profess  chi-istianity.  Of  the  pretended  conversions  by  Vin- 
cent Ferrier.  Cruelty  of  the  inquisition.  They  are  banished 
from  Spain.  Terrible  distress  of  the  refugees.  They  ai'e  re- 
ceived into,  and  soon  after  expelled  from  Portugal. 

The   sufferinsrs  of  the  Jews  in  Spain,  were 
A.  D.  ^    .  .  . 

1209.  equally  severe  with  those  of  their  brethren  in 

England  and  France.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  thirteenth  century,  the  bishop  of  Tol- 
edo perceiving  them  to  increase  in  number  and 
wealth  excited  the  populace  against  them,  and, 
putting  himself  at  their  head,  entered  and  plun- 
dered their  houses  and  synagogues.  He  en- 
deavoured to  vindicate  his  conduct  by  accus- 
ing the  Hebrews  of  having  betrayed  the  city 

*  See  letters  of  certain  Jews  to  Voltaire. 
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when  it  was  besieged  by  the  Moors  ;  but  the 
silence  of  impartial  historians  exculpated  them 
from  the  charge.* 

The  Crusaders,  who  soon  after  assembled  ^- J^* 
near  Toledo,  completed  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion which  the  bigoted  prelate  had  begun. 
They  prescribed  no  limits  to  their  cruelty,  but 
made  such  havock  and  carnage  among  this 
miserable  people,  that  Abravanel,  a  celebrated 
Jewish  writer,  considered  this  as  one  of  the 
most  severe  and  bloody  persecutions  which 
his  nation  ever  suffered,  and  that  it  caused  a 
greater  number  to  abandon  Spain  than  Moses 
conducted  out  of  Egypt.  The  Spanish  nobles 
endeavoured  to  interpose  their  authority,  and 
to  suppress  these  cruelties.  But  Ferdinand, 
who  then  possessed  the  sovereign  power,  and 
wished  to  ingratiate  himself  with  the  populace 
by  the  extirpation  of  the  Albigenses  and  other 
sects,  encouraged  and  promoted  the  perse- 
cution.! 

During  the  reign  of  James  I.  king  of  Ar-  ^^.^ 
ragon,  who  was  distinguished  for  his  zeal  for 
Christianity,  great  eiforts  were  made  to  convert 
the  Jews.  Raymond  de  Penneforte,J  general 
of  the  Dominicans,  confessor  to  the  king  and 
minister  to  the  pope,  used  energetic  measures 

*  Basnage,  p.  659.  f  I^id^  P  ^70. 

■it  Raymond  was  canonized  by  pope  Clsnient  YIIl. 
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to  eifect  this  purpose.  He  had  already,  by  his 
reputation  and  address,  suppressed  the  vio- 
lence of  the  populace  against  this  unhappy 
people  ;  and  persuaded  die  king  that  mildness 
and  instruction  were  the  most  effectual  means 
to  induce  them  to  embrace  Christianity.  Agree- 
ably to  his  benevolent  plan,  several  of  the  Do- 
minican friars  were  chosen  to  learn  the  He- 
brew and  Arabic  languages,  and  directed  to 
apply  themselves  assiduously  to  the  study  of 
the  scriptures,  that  they  might  be  enabled  to 
dispute  with  the  Jewish  rabbis  in  order  to  con- 
vince them  of  their  errours.  The  attempts 
made  to  convert  the  Jews  were,  however,  in 
general  unsuccessful ;  though  they  highly  es- 
teemed Raymond  for  his  singular  humanity 
and  moderation.* 
A,_n.  Alphonso  X.  king  of  Castile,  and  a  cele- 
brated astronomer,  encouraged  and  promoted 
learned  men  of  all  religious  denominations. 
By  his  order  Judah  de  Toledo  translated  and 

*  Raymond  Martin,  another  Dominican,  wrote  a  treatise  against 
the  Jews,  called  "  Pugio  Fidei,"  or  the  "Polgnard  of  Faith." 
This  work  is  considered  as  a  learned  and  powerful  defence 
of  the  christian  religion  against  the  alignments  of  the  Jews. 
Another  monk  named  Paul,  of  the  same  order,  held  a  conference 
in  the  palace  of  the  king  with  Moses  Nachmanides,  a  famous  eahba- 
listicalJew.  Both  sides  claimed  the  victory.  Paul  obtained  an  edict 
from  king  Ferdinand,  enjoining  the  Jews  to  open  their  houses  and 
synagogues  to  him,  and  to  furnish  them  with  all  their  Hebrew  books 
whenever  he  come  to  dispute  with  them. — Basnage,p.  660. 
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improved  the  astronomical  works  of  Aviceniia, 
a  learned  Arabic  writer.  Isaac,  the  son  of 
Cid,  and  other  rabbis  assisted  him  in  compil- 
ing certain  astronomical  tables,  which  bear  the 
name  of  the  king-,  and  do  honour  to  his  mem- 
ory.* 

Alphonso  rewarded  them  with  royal  munifi- 
cence, and  became  so  generous  a  patron  to  the 
nation,  that  the  jealousy  of  the  Zealots  was  ex- 
cited, and  they  formed  new  plots  and  accusa- 
tions against  them.  Three  villains  of  the  city 
of  Orsana,  in  Andalusia,  threw  the  dead  body 
of  a  man  into  the  house  of  a  Jew,  and  accused 
him  of  the  murder.  This  improbable  asser- 
tion gained  credit,  and  awakened  the  popular 
fury  and  hatred  against  them.  A  great  num- 
ber of  Jews  were  inhumanly  put  to  death,  and 
others  fled  for  refuge  to  the  houses  of  their 
christian  acquaintance.  The  inhabitants  of 
Palma  also  rose,  and  destroyed  many  of  this 
unhappy  people.  Upon  this  they  sent  a  depu- 
tation to  court  to  obtain  the  suppression  of  a 
massacre  which  was  so  likely  to  prove  general* 
Their  enemies  also  sent  deputies  on  their  party, 
who  arrived  first  at  court,  and  accused  them^ 
Joseph,  however,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the 
deputation,  and  chief  of  the  Jewish  cauncil^^^ 

*  Modern  Universal  History,  Vol.  XIIL  p.  304. 
A  A  2 
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was  SO  eloquent  in  pleading  his  cause  before 
the  Spanish  monarch,  that  his  countrymen  were 
acquitted  of  the  pretended  murder.^ 

Many  learned  men  appeared  among  the  Jews 
during  the  time  that  they  enjoyed  the  favour 
of  the  king  Alphonso.  In  this  number,  Meir 
Mithridos,  a  native  of  Toledo,  was  eminently 
distinguished.  He  was  the  author  of  a  famous 
cabbaiistical  work,  and  a  volume  of  letters 
against  Nachman^des  and  Maimonides,  and  ed- 
ucated many  pupils  who  became  the  boast  of 
the  Jewish  nation. 

Nor  was  it  only  at  the  court  of  Castile  that 
learned  rabbis  appeared  and  were  respec- 
ted. James  I.  king  of  Arragon,.  was  so  far  from 
adopting  the  prejudices  against  them,  that  he 
applied  to  them  for  moral  and  religious  in- 
struction.! For,  though  the  Jewish  people 
were  hated  and  despised  by  the  populace,  and 
by  the  ignorant  among  the  clergy,  they  were 
at  this  time  admired  and  encouraged  by  the 
great  and  learned. 
1258.  Their  happiness  was,  however,  soon  after 
disturbed  by  a  celebrated  impostor  named  Ze- 
chariah,  who  formed  the  design  of  deceiving 

*  Basnage,  p.  663. 

j"  The  king,  it  is  said,  expressed  an  approbation  of  some  parts  of 
the  Jewish  prayer  books.  The  clergy  in  this  age  applied  themselves 
rather  to  controversy  than  devotion^— »W(?  Jem  Universal  Histo^ 
vij.  Vol  XIIlp.  307, 
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all  the  synagogues  in  Spain.  He  pretended, 
that  by  his  knowledge  of  the  prophecies  he  had 
discovered  the  exact  time  of  the  appearance  of 
the  Messiah,  which  he  predicted  to  be  just  at 
hand.  This  impostor  even  foretold  the  very 
day  on  which  this  mighty  deliverer  was  to  ap- 
pear, who  should  gather  together  his  elect 
people,  subdue  their  enemies,  and  replace  them 
in  their  ancient  inheritance.  Deceived  by  this 
prophecy  and  expectation  of  .the  Messiah,  the 
Jews  prepared  themselves  for  the  event  by 
fasting  and  prayer,  and  at  the  time  appointed 
repaired  to  the  synagogues  clothed  in  white. 
But  discovering  the  imposture,  they  be^«me 
ashamed  of  their  blind  credulity,  and  were  (ex- 
posed to  the  insults  and  derision  of  their  en- 
emies.* 

But  the  most  terrible  calamity  which  they  f^^- 
suffered  during  this  period  was  by  the  body 
of  shepherds  who  had  committed  such  fatal 
ravages  in  France.  Having  become  numerous 
and  powerful  they  entered  Spain,  and  carried 
iire  and  sword  into  several  provinces.  The 
Jews,  in  particular,  were  the  victims  of  their 
rapacity  and  cruelty.  Many  preserved  their 
lives  by  surrendering  their  property  and  re- 
nouncing their  religion.      Those  who  could 

*  Basnage,  p.  664.     Modern  UniY«r,  Hist.  Yol.  XIII. 
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not  be  induced  to  make  these  sacrifices  were 
instantly  and  inhumanly  put  to  death.* 

The  pestilence  which  arose  in  the  army  of 
the  shepherds,  and  extended  through  the 
neighbouring  countries,  was  productive  of 
new  evils  to  this  unhappy  people.  The  deso- 
lation occasioned  by  this  destructive  scourge, 
was  attributed  to  their  malice  against  the  Chris- 
tians. They  were  accused  of  having  bribed 
the  peasants  of  Mesura  to  poison  the  rivers, 
and  of  having  furnished  them  with  poison  for 
that  purpose.  This  absurd  allegation!  gained 
credit,  and  caused  great  numbers  of  Jews  to  be 
imprisoned  and  tried.  After  a  long  confine- 
ment, however,  they  acquitted  themselves  of 
the  crimes  laid  to  their  charge.  But  the  king, 
who  was  unwilling  to  confess  and  condemn  the 
injustice  of  his  conduct,  pretended  that  he  de- 
tained them  in  prison  in  order  to  effect  their 
conversion  ;  and  caused  fifteen  thousand  who 
refused  to  receive  baptism  to  be  put  to  a  cruel 
death. 
A.  D.      Alphonso  XI.  kins^  of  Castile,  was  the  friend 

1333.  .  . 

and  protector  of  the  Jews,  being  principally  di- 
rected in  his  affairs  by  Joseph,  one  of  the  nation, 
whom  he  had  appointed  intendant  of  his  finan- 

*  Basnage>  p.  664. 
f  The  inventors  of  this  palpable  calumny  were  those  Avho  owed 
money  to  the  Jews,  and  who   wished  to  be  delivered  from  their 
embarrassment  without  paying  it.-^  Or e^oire,  j&.  28. 
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ces.  This  monarch  was,  however,  prevailed  up- 
on by  his  mutinous  and  discontented  subjects 
to  pass  a  decree  against  them,  on  account  of  a 
pretended  indignity  offered  to  the  sacrament 
by  a  Jewish  boy.  The  clamour  of  the  popu- 
lace was  so  violent,  that  a  council  was  conven- 
ed to  deliberate  whether  they  should  be  put  to 
death  or  banished.  The  latter  measure  being 
^preferred,  they  were  commanded  to  abandon 
the  kingdom  in  three  months.  Happily  for 
them,  the  prince  royal  obtained  a  revisal  of  the 
process,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  a  young 
christian  had  inadvertently  committed  the  sup- 
posed crime.  On  this  deposition,  the  king  re- 
called his  edict.  The  acquittal  of  the  Jews 
highly  mortified  and  exasperated  their  ene- 
mies, who  asserted,  that  the  christian  had  been 
bribed  to  give  an  evidence  in  their  favour.  la 
another  city  many  of  the  nation  were  put  to 
death  for  the  pretended  offence.* 

Soon  after,  a  fresh  insurrection  against  the  ^^^' 
Jews  broke  out  in  Toledo,  and  their  terrour 
and  desperation  on  this  occasion  baffles  all  de- 
scription. One  of  them,  perceiving  the  Zealots 
breaking  into  the  house  in  order  to  massacre 
all  they  found,  in  a  phrenzy  of  rage  and  de- 
spair killed  his  relations  who  had  taken  refuge 

*  Basnage,  p.  665. 


310  HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS. 

with  him,  and  then  destroyed  himself  in  order 
to  avoid  faUing  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies."-^ 
1396.*  In  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  of  Castile,  Mar- 
tin, archdeacon  of  Astigi,  by  vehemently 
preaching  against  the  Jews  through  the  streets 
of  Seville  and  Cordova,  exasperated  the  popu- 
lace to  such  a  degree,  that  they  massacred  them 
in  both  places.  The  persecution  spread  to 
Toledo,  Valencia,  and  Barcelona,  where  some 
were  plundered,  others  murdered,  while  the 
most  artful  professed  Christianity  in  order  to 
escape  such  acts  of  violence.  The  populous 
synagogues  of  Seville  and  Cordova  became 
almost  deserted.  These  wretched  fugitives, 
who  had  fled  to  Andalusia  and  other  provinces, 
were  put  to  death  by  the  inhabitants.  King 
John,  the  son  and  successor  of  Henry,  treated 
the  Jews  with  equal  cruelty.  During  his  reign 
many  perished  by  being  deprived  of  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  and  those  who  survived  were 
compelled  to  wear  a  disgraceful  mark  of  dis- 
tinction.! 

The  situation  of  the  Jews  in  Arragon  was 
not  much  more  eligible  than  that  of  their 
brethren  in  Castile-  That  kingdom  was  in- 
volved in  civil  and  intestine  wars,  which  could 
only  be  supported  by  large  imposts.  The 
heaviest  taxes  were  levied  upon  a  people  who 

*  Basnage,  p.  C67.  f  Ibidi 
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had  been  so  long  the  miserable  objects  of  op- 
pression. But  though  they  were  exposed  to 
continual  vexations  and  persecutions,  several 
learned  men  during  the  fourteenth  century  ap- 
peared among  those  in  Spain.  In  particular 
two  physicians*  of  the  Castilian  king  acquired 
great  celebrity.  One  of  these  famous  men, 
named  Meir  Algudes,  was  chief  of  all  the  syn- 
agogues in  Spain.  He  translated  Aristotle's 
Ethics,  and  flourished  till  the  year  1405.f 

x\t  the  commencement  of  the  fifteenth  cen-  a.  d. 

1412. 

tury,  the  antipope  Benedict  XIII.  who  was  then 
in  Arragon,  distinguished  himself  by  his  zeal 
for  the  conversion  of  the  Jews.  To  effect  this 
purpose,  he  summoned  the  most  celebrated 
rabbis  in  Spain  to  attend  a  conference  which 
he  appointed  for  reHgious  discussions  between 
them  and  the  Christians.  Jerome  de  Sancta 
Fide,  who  had  deserted  the  synagogue  and  em- 
braced Christianity,  persuaded  the  pope  to  take 
this  step,  by  assuring  him  that  he  could  con- 
vince his  countrymen  by  passages  out  of  the 
Talmud,  that  Jesus  Christ  was  the  Messiah. 
This  convert  was  not  only  the  chief  promoter, 
but  the  principal  conductor  of  the  dispute. 
Rabbi  Vidal  was  chosen  to  defend  the  Jewish 

*  The  learned  Dr.  Friend  in  his  History  of  Medicine  asserts, 
that  the  Jevs  were  the  princes  of  that  science  in  Europe  during  the- 
tttiddie  ages. —  Gre^oire,  p.  218. 

t  Basnage,  p.  680. 
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religion.      The  Jews  at  this  time  expressed 
unusual  respect  for  tlie  pope,  who  entertained 
them  with  politeness,  and  defrayed  their  ex- 
penses.*    But  they  treated  Jerome  with  great 
asperity,  their    minds  being  exceedingly  em- 
bittered against  him,  both  for  deserting  the 
synagogue,  and  involving  them  in  a  dispute 
from   which   they   apprehended    fatal   conse- 
quences.-f  '5 
The  tenour  and  result  of  this  famous  con- 
ference is  variously  related  by  Christian  and 
Jewish  historians.     The  latter,  however,  con- 
fess that  they  bribed  several  bishops  to  per- 
suade Benedict  to  break  off  the  dispute,  from 
an  apprehension  that  it  would  exasperate  their 
enemies  against  them.     But  the  pope  insisted 
upon   Jerome's  performing  his  engagement; 
and  four  or  five  thousand  Jews  were  converted 
upon  reading  his  relation  of  the   conference, 
which  he  presented  to  this  pontiff.     The  high 
celebrity  of  this  performance  induced  Joseph 
Albo,±  a  Spanish  rabbi  to  compile  his  articles 

*  Thevj  it  is  said,  even  carried  their  impious  flattery  so  far  as  to 
apply  to  hira  the  words  of  David's  petition  to  God  ;  "  shew  us  thy 
mercy,  O  Lord,  and  g^ant  us  thy  salvation."— ^asna^e,  p.  6 SO. 

f  Basnage,  p.  680.     Modern  Uuiver.  Hist.  Vol.  XHI. 

\  This  rabbi,  finding  the  arguments  which  were  adduced  to 
prove  that  the  Aiessiah  was  come  made  a  great  impression  upon, 
the  JeAvs,  maintained,  that  a  belief  of  his  conJiig  was  iii-l  an  es- 
sential article  ot  faith,  and  wished  to  have  it  expunged  from  the 
creed  of  !Maimonides. — Basnage,  p.  344. 
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of  faith  in  order  to  confirm  the  wavering  minds 
of  his  brethren.  He  pretended,  that  a  belief  of 
the  future  coming  of  the  Messiah  was  not 
necessary  to  salvation  ;  and  censured  Maim- 
onides  without  naming  him,  for  having  made 
this  an  essential  part  of  his  creed.  He  reduced 
the  fundamental  dogmas  of  the  Jewish  faith  to 
three,  viz.  the  existence  of  God,  the  law  of 
Moses,  and  future  rewards  and  punishments.* 
The  foilowins:  year  Benedict  XHI.  pub-  a.  d. 

.        .  .  1413. 

lished  his  constitution  against  the  Talmud, 
and  the  usury  of  the  Jews.  But,  as  he  was 
deposed  soon  after,  ail  his  ordinances  were  re- 
voked ;  and  it  does  not  appear,  that  his  plans 
were  followed  by  Martin  of  Florence  his  suc- 
cessor. 

Vincent  Ferrier,  who  has  been  canonized  for  uu. 
his  miracles  and  zeal  for  converting  the  Jews, 
appeared  at  this  time.  The  Christians  com- 
pute, that  the  number  whom  he  induced  to 
abandon  their  religion  amounted  to  twenty 
five  thousand.  According  to  the  Jewish  ac- 
counts still  more  deserted  the  synagogues. 
But  whatever  was  their  number,  it  appears  that 
the  greatest  part  of  them  renounced  their 
former  religion,  merely  to  avoid  severe  and 
cruel  treatment.     They  secretly  circumcised 

*  Addison's  Present  State  of  the  Jews,  p.  17. 
Vol.  I.  B  B 
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their  children, .  observed  the  passover,  and 
neglected  none  of  the  Jewish  rites  and  cere- 
monies.* 

The  dissimulation  of  the  pretended  converts 
did  not  long  pass  unnoticed  by  the  clergy,  who 
acquainted  Ferdinand  the  Spanish  monarch, 
and  the  pope  Sixtus  IV.  with  their  conduct. 
Exasperated  at  the  affront  offered  to  the  chris- 
tian religion,  the  tribunal  of  the  inquisitionf 
v/as  directed  to  pay  close  attention  to  the  be- 
haviour of  these  delinquents  ;  and  all  christian 
princes  were  exhorted  to  assist  in  bringing 
them  to  condign  punishment.  This  decree, 
which  was  published  in  most  parts  of  Spain, 

*  Basnage,  p.  689.      Modern  Universal  Hist.  Vol.  XHI.  p.  347. 

A  small  number  of  Jews  -were,  however,  esteemed  sincere  con- 
verts ;  among  whom  Solomon,  the  son  of  Levi,  was  included.  Hav- 
ing read  a  work  of  Thomas  Aquinas,  he  embi'aced  Christianity,  and 
took  the  name  of  Paul  of  Burges.  Soon  after  his  baptism  he  Avas 
raised  to  the  bishoprick  of  that  city,  which  was  his  native  place, 
and  afterwards  to  the  patriarchate  of  Aquileia.  He  left  a  son,  who 
succeeded  him  in  the  bishoprick,  and  wrote  a  history  of  Spain. — 
JSasTiage,  p.  690. 

f  The  court  of  the  inquisition  was  introduced  into  Spain  in  the 
fifteenth  century  by  Ferdinand  and  Isabella;  and  was  principally 
intended  to  prevent  the  relapse  of  the  Jews  and  Moors,  who  had 
been,  or  pretended  to  be  converted  to  the  faith  of  the  church  of 
Rome.  To'/quemade,  a  Dominican,  confessor  to  queen  Isabella, 
pretended  that  the  dissimulation  of  the  Jews  would  greatly  injure 
the  cause  of  religion.  The  queen  listened  with  respectful  defei-ence 
to  her  confessor,  and  at  length  gained  over  the  king  to  consent  to 
the  establishment  of  this  barbarous  tribunal.  Its  jurisdiction  ex- 
tended over  all  who  in  their  practice  cr  opinions  differed  from  the 
established  church. — Watson's  Bistrory  of  the  reign  of  Philip  II. 
VoLIIp.l3i,\3S. 
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filled  the  Jews  with  such  consternation,  that 
seventeen  thousand  immediately  returned  to 
the  church,  and  submitted  themselves  to  what- 
ever censure  or  penance  should  be  inflicted. 
Two  thousand  of  this  miserable  people,  part  of 
\vhom  confessed  that  Jesus  Christ  was  the 
true  Messiah,  were  put  to  death.  Many  were 
sentenced  to  a  long  imprisonment,  and,  af- 
ter regaining  their  liberty,  were  ordered  to 
wear  two  red  crosses  on  their  upper  garments, 
in  acknowledgement  that  they  had  deserved 
the  flames.  Nor  w^ere  the  sacred  repositories- 
of  the  dead  spared  ;  human  bodies  were  disin- 
terred and  burned  ;  their  property  was  confisca- 
ted, and  their  children  were  declared  incapable 
of  succeeding  to  the  possessions  of  their  parents. 
Notwithstanding  the  watchfulness  of  the  in- 
quisition, many  found  means  to  emigrate ; 
others  were  more  careful  to  conceal  their  dis- 
simulation ;  and  some  endeavoured  to  be  better 
instructed  previously  to  their  professing  Chris- 
tianity.* 

The  populace  still  continued  to  oppress  and  a.,  p. 
insult  this  unhappy  people,  and  attributed  all 
the  publick  calamities  to  the  obstinacy  of  the 
recusant,  or  the  hypocrisy  of  the  conforming 
Jews.     At  this  time  an  insurrection  took  place 

*  Basnage,  p.  691.    Modern  Uaiver.  Hist. 
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at  Toledo,  on  account  of  a  pretended  infringe- 
ment on  their  privileges.  The  resentmejit  of 
a  mutinous  people  was  principally  levelled 
against  die  Jews,  whose  houses  they  plundered, 
and  murdered  all  who  opposed  them.  After 
the  tumult  subsided,  laws  were  enacted  which 
excluded  the  new  converts  from  all  offices  of 
trust  and  honour. 

The  Spanish  clergy,  however,  took  them 
under  their  protection.  The  dean  of  the  cath- 
edral church  in  the  city  particularly  exerted 
all  his  eloquence  in  their  favour,  and  endeav- 
oured to  interest  the  feelings  of  the  people  by 
representing,  that  many  illustrious  families,  who 
had  intermarried^  with  the  converted  Jews, 
would  be  deprived  of  all  their  employments  by 
the  execution  of  these  laws.  All  his  efforts 
would  have  proved  ineffectual,  had  not  pope 
Nicolas  I.  published  a  bull,  by  which  he  ex- 
communicated all  who  were  for  excluding  the 
Jewish  or  Pagan  proselytes  from  any  civil  or 
ecclesiastical  preferment.  This  decree  of  the 
sovereign  pontiff  was  so  displeasing  to  the 
Spanish  nation,  that  he  w^as  obliged  to  issue  a 
second  bull  to  confirm  it ;    and  Mariana  is  al- 

•  A  number  of  the  Grandees  who  had  nothing  left  but  their 
titles  had  married  into  Jewish  families  in  order  to  repair  the  losses 
they  had  sustained  by  their  prodigality. —  Voltaire's  JForks,  Vol. 
III.  p.  33. 
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most  the  only  Spanish  writer  who  has  given  it 
a  place  in  his  history.* 

Soon  after  Ferdinand  and  Isabella  had  com-  t^^  P' 
pleted  their  reduction  of  the  Moors,  they  issu- 
ed an  edict,  commanding  the  Jews  either  to 
embrace  Christianity,  or  quit  the  kingdom  in 
four  months.  The  people  were  at  the  same 
time  prohibited,  under  the  severest  penalties, 
from  affording  provisions  or  any  other  assist- 
ance to  those  who  should  be  found  in  Spain 
after  this  period.  Their  attachment  to  the  law 
of  Moses  was  superiour  to  every  other  con- 
sideration ;  and  the  Spanish  historians  affirm, 
that  seventy  thousand  families,  or  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  persons,  abandoned  the  king- 
dom pursuant  to  this  decree.  The  Jewish 
writers  make  the  number  two  hundred  thou- 
sand ;  which,  reckoning  only  five  to  each  fam- 
ily, must  have  amounted  to  a  million  of  souls.f 

The  reputation,  which  the  celebrated  rabbi 
Isaac  Abravanel  enjoyed  at  court,  could  not 
prevent  his  being  included  among  the  exiles.:|: 
He  was  born  at  Lisbon,  1437,  of  an  ancient 
family,  who  boasted  a  lineal  descent  from  king 

*  Mariana's  History  of  Spain.  Basnage,  p.  691.  f  Ibid. 
i  Rabbi  Isaac  Karo  was  another  learned  exile.  He  retired  first 
to  Portugal,  and  thence  to  Jerusalem.  He  lived  a  perfect  re- 
cluse in  this  city,  and  devoted  himself  to  study.  He  composed  a 
Commentary  on  the  Pentateuch,  partly  cabbalistical  and  partly 
*iteral.— ^T/of/er/i  Universal  History, 
B  B  2 
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David. ^  His  parents  took  great  care  of  his 
education,  and,  as  he  possessed  distinguished 
abilities,  he  made  a  rapid  progress  in  the 
sciences,  especially  sacred  literature.  But  his 
ambition  to  figure  at  court  induced  him  to 
tuni  his  chief  attention  to  politics,  finance, 
and  commerce. 

During  the  reign  of  Alphonso  V.  king  of 
Portugal,  he  was  chosen  one  of  his  privy  coun- 
cil, and  filled  his  station  with  dignity  and 
splendour  till  die  death  of  this  monarch.  But 
being  discarded  in  the  reign  of  his  successor, 
who  hated  the  Jews,  he  fled  to  Castile.  He 
was  graciously  received  by  Ferdinand  and  Isa- 
bella, and  advanced  to  preferments,  which  he 
enjoyed  until  his  countrymen  were  expelled 
from  Spain.  He  exerted  himself  to  the  utmost 
to  save  himself  and  his  nation  from  this  fatal 
stroke.  But,  finding  all  his  efforts  useless,  he 
embarked  for  Naples,  and  arrived  there  with 
his  family  m  1 493.  Being  educated  a  courtier, 
he  ingratiated  himself  into  the  favour  of  Ferdi- 
nand, king  of  Naples  ;  and  both  that  sovereign 

*  He  founded  his  pretensions  on  the  testimony  of  Isaac  Aben 
Geath,  who  says  in  one  of  liis  commentai'ies  on  the  scriptures,  that 
at  the  time  of  the  destruction  of  the  first  temple,  two  families  of 
the  race  of  David  went  into  Spain;  one  of  whom  settled  atLucena, 
the  other  at  Seville ;  and  that  from  the  latter  Abravanel  was  de- 
scended. After  the  example  of  his  father  he  assumed  the  title  of 
Don,  the  usual  custom  among  the  nobles  of  Spain. — Boiisi  JHs- 
seriations  Critiques  pour  servir  a  Vhistoire  des  Jiif/s. 
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and  Alphonso  his  successor  protected  and  em- 
ployed him.  He  died  at  Venice,  1508,  in  the 
seventy  first  year  of  his  age,  and  was  interred 
at  Padua.  Several  of  the  Venetian  nobles  and 
all  the  Jews  attended  his  funeral.  He  publish- 
ed many  learned  works,*  particularly  a  com- 
mentary on  Exodus,  Deuteronomy,  Kings, 
Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  and  other  books  of  the  Old 
Testament.! 

The  sufferings  of  the  Jewish  emigrants  who 
embarked  for  other  countries  were  inexpressi- 
ble and  almost  inconceivable.  Some  of  the 
vessels  took  fire,  and  the  miserable  objects  of 
oppression  perished  in  the  flames.  Others 
were  so  heavily  laden  that  they  sunk,  and  ma- 
ny were  drowned.  Great  numbers  were  ship- 
wrecked on  foreign  coasts,  and  perished  with 
cold  and  hunger.  One  of  the  Spanish  pilots 
formed  the  resolution  of  murdering  all  the 
Jews  in  his  vessel,  in  order,  as  he  pretended,  to 
revenge  the  death  of  Christ,  whom  their  ances- 
tors had  crucified.  They  represented  to  him 
that  Christ,   ''  who  died  for  the  redemption  of 

*  Basnage,  p.  692.  De  Rossie's  Hebrew  Biogi'aphj. 
fHe  applied  himself  to  study  with  indefatigable  ardour,  and  was 
held  ia  such  high  estimation  among  the  Jews,  that  some  did  not 
hesitate  to  pronounce  him  superiour  to  Maimonides.  Thej^  agree, 
that  to  a  mind  clear  and  penetrating  he  added  a  lively  and  fertile 
imagination,  which  was  exhibited  in  his  easy  and  copious  ek)Cu- 
^oii.-~-Di^sertations  Critiques,  ^c,  ^ 
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mankind,  did  not  desire  the  death  but  the  salva- 
tion of  the  sinner."  The  sailor  in  consequence 
of  this  pathetick  remonstrance  gave  up  the 
design  of  murdering  them  ;  but  caused  them 
to  be  stripped  naked,  and  set  down  on  the  next 
shore,  where  part  of  them  perished  with  hun- 
ger ;  others  were  destroyed  by  lions  who  came 
out  of  a  neighbouring  cavern.  The  remainder 
were  saved  by  the  humanity  of  a  master  of  a 
vessel,  who  took  them  in  upon  seeing  their 
miserable  condition.* 

The  pestilence  also  destroyed  many  of  these 
unfortunate  exiles  ;  and,  to  complete  their  ca- 
lamities, those  who  reached  the  city  of  Fez  in 
Africa  were  refused  admittance  by  the  merci- 
less inhabitants,  and  died  for  want  of  the  ne- 
cessaries of  life.  When  those  who  sailed  for 
Italy  arrived  at  Genoa,  they  found  the  city  af- 
flicted by  a  famine,  which  had  greatly  raised 
the  price  of  provisions.  The  inhabitants,  see- 
ing them  macerated  by  sufferings,  and  desti- 
tute of  money  to  purchase  food,  met  them 
with  the  cross  in  one  hand  and  bread  in  the 
other  ;  and  refused  to  give  sustenance  to  any 
who  would  not  previously  consent  to  adore  the 
cross.  Many  of  this  wretched  people,  who 
had  the  courage  to  abandon  their  country  and 

*  Basnage,  p.  693. 
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riches  for  their  religion,  were  unable  to  resist 
this  second  temptation.* 

The  tyrannical  manner,  in  which  the  bigotry 
and  avarice  of  king  Ferdinand  had  induced 
him  to  treat  the  Jews,^  was  highly  condemned 
by  all  judicious  Christians.  This  unhappy 
race,  upon  the  first  notice  of  their  intended  ex- 
pulsion, had  found  means  to  elude  the  vigilant 
rapacity  of  the  monarch,  and  convey  the  rich- 
est of  their  eifects  into  the  countries  where 
they  intended  to  retire.  In  consequence  of 
which,  the  wealth  acquired  by  their  expulsion 
was  not  so  considerable  as  the  king  expected.. 
The  Spanish  nobility  complained  that  their  cit- 
ies and  towns  were  disinhabited.  The  senate 
of  Venice  and  the  parliament  of  Paris  expres- 
sed their  astonishment  at  the  banishment  of  a 
nation,  whose  address  in  pecuniary  negotia- 
tions was  so  useful  to  the  publick.f  Though 
pope  Alexander  VI.  dignified  the  Spanish 
monarch  with  the  title  of  Catholick,  yet  he  read- 
ily received  the  exiles  into  his  own  dominions, 
and  treated  them  with  great  kindness  and  hu- 
manity. J 

*  Basnage,  p.  692. 

f  The  expulsion  of  the  Jews  gave  a  violent  check  to  the  com- 
merce of  Spain,  which  was  alraost  entirely  in  their  hands.- — JB?>- 
lancTs  View  of  the  World 

^  Basnage,  p.  693. 
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Many  of  the  Jews  sought  a  nearer  asyhim 
in  Portugal.  John  II.*  the  sovereign  of  that 
kingdom,  had  formerly  sent  some  of  this  na- 
tionf  to  make  discoveries  on  the  coasts  of  the 
Red  Sea ;  and  they  brought  him  exact  and 
faithful  accounts.  They  had  assisted  the  Por- 
tuguese adventurers  in  the  discovery  of  the 
East  Indies.  Notwithstanding  these  impor- 
tant services,  the  king  consented  to  receive 
them  only  on  condition  that  each  one  should 
pay  him  eight  golden  ducats,  and  quit  his  do- 
minions at  a  limited  time,  or  forfeit  his  liberty. 
On  his  part  he  engaged,  when  the  time  fix- 
ed for  their  departure  arrived,  to  furnish  vessels 
to  transport  them  to  any  place  where  they  chose 
to  retire.  The  king  was  desirous  of  fulfilling 
his  engagement  ;  but  his  orders  were  disre- 
garded, and  the  fugitives,  who  were  about  to 
leave  Portugal,  were  treated  in  such  a  barbarous 
manner  by  the  seamen,  that  many  chose  to  re- 
main in  the  kingdom  and  be  sold  as  slaves, 
rather  than  expose  themselves  to  the  perils  and 
hardships  of  a  new  voyage.  J 

Emanuel,  his  successor,  appeared  at  first  to 
commiserate  their  sufferings,  and  restored  to 

*  In  the  reign  of  John  I.  the   Jews   had  their  synagogues  an^ 
cabbisin  Portugal. 

■J-  Murphy's  Travels  in  Portugal,  p.  323. 

^  Basnage,  p.  694.     Murphy's  Travels  in  Portugal,  p.  224. 
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them  their  liberty.     Their  peace,  however,  was 
of  short  duration;  and  the  king  reluctantly  sa- 
crificed them  to  an  alliance  which  he  contracted 
with  the  daughter  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella. 
The  queen  having  declared,  that  "  she  would 
not  acknowledge  a  son-in-law  who  permitted 
the  enemies  of  God  to  remain  in  his  dominions," 
he  issued  an  edict  which  expelled  them  from 
Portugal,  and  fixed  a  day  on  which  those  who 
remained  should  be  deprived  of  their  liberty. 
When  the  appointed  time  arrived,  the  king 
was  gready  affected  with  the  idea  of  expelling 
such  multitudes  of  people  ;  and  resolved  at 
least  to  effect  the  conversion  of  their  children. 
He  had  engaged  that  ships  should  be  provided 
for  their  emigration  at  three  principal  ports  ; 
but  he  issued  a  proclamation  forbidding  them 
to  embark  any  where  but  at  Lisbon.     When 
they  arrived  at  this  city,  he  ordered  all  the 
children  under   fourteen  years  of  age  to  be 
forcibly  taken  from  their  parents,  in  order  to 
be  educated  in  the  christian  faith.     The  exe- 
cution of  this  barbarous  command  was  attend- 
ed  with   the   most    affecting    circumstances. 
Many  of  the   wrei  ched  parents  in  a  phrenzy  of 
rage  and  despair,  first  kiled  their  children,  and 
then   destv  yed    hemscives.     The  king   had 
invented  b(    many    cays  to  retard  the  depar- 
ture of  these  untortuaate  exiles,  that  many  re- 
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mained  in  the  kingdom,  and  were  sold  as  slaves. 
Overwhelmed  with  these  complicated  afflic- 
tions, at  length  they  consented  to  assume  the 
mask  of  Christianity,  and  recovered  their  lib- 
erty and  children.  The  sincerity  of  these  pre- 
tended converts  was,  however,  greatly  suspect- 
ed, and  the  least  discovery  of  their  predilection 
for  the  Mosaic  religion  exposed  them  to  the 
cruelties  of  the  merciless  inquisition.* 

CHAP.  XIX. 

The  Jews  in  Germany  are  accused  of  various  crimes.  They 
endeavour  to  hinder  the  conversion  of  a  young  man  of  their 
nation  at  Frankfort.  Part  of  the  city  is  bui'ned,  and  a  number 
of  Jews  destroyed.  Accusation  against  those  of  Haguenau. 
They  are  massacred  at  Bavaria  and  Bern.  Of  several  learn- 
ed rabbis.  The  Jews  flourish  at  Lithuania  in  the  thirteenth 
century.  Decrees  enacted  against  them  in  the  council  of  Vien- 
na. A  regulation  made  at  Augsburg  respecting  the  oaths  to  be 
administered  to  them.  Disputes  between  the  Rabbinists  and 
Caraites.  Raind  Fleish  excites  the  people  in  various  parts  of 
Germany  to  massacre  the  Jews.  They  are  protected  by  the 
bishop  of  spires.  They  are  murdered  by  the  Flagellants.  Per- 
secution against  them  on  pretence  of  their  poisoning  the  rivers. 
Cruelties  pi^actised  against  those  of  Bohemia.  They  are  ac- 
cused again  of  poisoning  the  rivers,  and  banished  the  empire. 
They  are  persecuted  in  various  parts  during  the  thirteenth 
century. 

"1222'  '^^^  Jews  have  been  more  frequently  accus- 
ed of  enormous  crimes  in  Germany  than  in 
any  other  part  of  Europe.  When  the  Per- 
sians and  Tartars  made  incursions  mto  tliis 

*  Murphy's  Travels  in  Portugal,  p.  695. 
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country  they  were  charged  with  favouring  and 
assisting  these  enterprizes,  in  hopes  of  being 
delivered  from  the  persecutions  Avhich  they  suf- 
fered from  the  Christians.  They  were,  proba- 
bly, more  justly  accused  the  same  year  of  oppos- 
ing the  conversion  of  a  young  man  of  their  na- 
tion at  Frankfort  who  was  desirous  of  receiving 
baptism.*  The  people  were  incensed  at  this 
opposition,  and  arms  were  seized  on  both 
sides.  Several  Christians  lost  their  lives  ;  and 
about  one  hundred  and  eighty  Jews  perished 
by  the  sword,  or  the  fire  they  had  kindled. 
One  half  of  the  city  was  consumed ;  and  the 
most  prudent  among  them  were  induced  to 
profess  Christianity,  to  avoid  being  sacrificed 
to  the  resentment  of  the  multitude. f 

The  Jews  in  Germany  were  frequently  ac-  a.  d. 
cused  of  murdering  christian  children  at  their  ^^^^' 
passover.  The  first  instance  which  occurs 
was  at  Haguenau  in  lower  Alsatia,  where 
three  of  them  were  found  dead  in  a  Jewish 
house.  Complaint  was  made  to  the  emperour 
Frederic  II.  who,  not  being  inclined  to  believe 

*  Basnage,  p.  682. 

■f  The  fervour  of  the  Jews  is  singularly  inclined  to  fanaticism  ; 
and  they  are  highly  incensed  when  one  of  their  membei's  abjures 
his  religion.  This  is  in  consequence  of  a  principle  imputed  to  Mai- 
monides,  that  those  who  abandon  Judaism  ought  to  be  persecu- 
ted  to  hell. — Gregoire^  p.  84. 
Vol.  I.  C  G  ^ 
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the  report,  coldly  replied,  "  that,  since  the  chil- 
dren were  dead,  they  must  be  buried."     This 
instance  of  his  incredulity    exasperated   the 
people  ;  but  as  they  were  unable  to  prove  the 
alleged  crime,  the  Jews,  upon  paying  a  con- 
siderable sum,  obtained  a  favourable  judgment 
from  the  emperour.* 
A.  D.      About  this  time  those  of  Munich  in  Bava- 
ria  suffered  a  severe  calamity.     An  old  womaa 
having  confessed  that  she  sold  them  a  cliild, 
whom  they  murdered,    the    people,  without 
waiting  the  event  of  a  trial,  put  to  death  all  of 
this  miserable  race    whom  they  could  find. 
The  town  officers,  after  attempting  in  vain  to 
suppress  the  tumult,  advised  the  Jews  to  re- 
tire into  their  synagogue,  which  was  a  strong 
stone  building.     They  complied ;  but  notwith- 
standing great  efforts  were  made  by  the  duke 
and  the  officers  to  appease  and  disperse  the 
multitude,  they  were  all  burned  and  destroyed 
in  it.f     An  accusation  of  a  similar  nature  was 
brought  againt    those   of   Wurtzburgh    and 
Bern,  where  they  were  massacred  in  the  same 
manner. 

Notwithstanding  these  persecutions,  the 
Jews  in  Germany  boast  of  the  learned  rabbis 
who  appeared  in  the  thirteenth  century,  parti- 

*  Basnage,  p.  G83.  t  ^^^<^' 
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cularly  Baruc  and  Eliezer  de  Germeciman, 
both  of  whom  were  famous  cabbalists ;  and 
the  latter  wrote  a  celebrated  treatise  called 
''  The  Mantle  of  the  Lord."  Meir  de  Rot- 
temburgh  was  also  distinguished  for  his 
learning,  and  became  the  judge  and  chief  doc- 
tor of  his  German  brethren.* 

The  Jews  flourished  in  Lithuania  during  the 
thirteenth  century.      Kins:  Boleslaus  srranted 
them  liberty  of  conscience  and  other  privileges, 
which  they  preserved  under  his  successors. 
Their  prosperity  excited  the  envy  of  the  pop- 
ulace, who  endeavoured  to  disturb  their  peace, 
and  blast  their  reputation.     It  was  observed  in 
the  council  of  Vienna,  which  was  convened  in 
1267,  that  they  were  become  so  numerous  and 
powerful  that  the  income  of  the  clergy  was 
considerably  diminished.      It  was,   therefore, 
ordained  that  they  should  reimburse  them,  in 
proportion  to  what  they  might  have  considered 
themselves  entitled,  had   their   families   been 
christian.     The  council  also  enacted,  that  they 
should  be  compelled  to  demolish  the  new  and 
superb  synagogues  which  they  had  erected,  and 
be  contented  with  their  former  places  of  wor- 
ship.    These  decrees,  however,  proved  abor- 
tive ;  for  the  German  princes  and  nobles  pro- 
tected those  who  refused  to  obey  ;    and  even 

*  Basnagej  p.  &84r. 
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obliged  their  officers  to  afford  shelter  to  the  un- 
happy victims  who  implored  their  assistance. 
The  clergy  were,  therefore,  necessitated  to 
pursue  more  violent  measures,  and  excommu- 
nicated all  who  favoured  and  defended  the 
Jews.* 

A  new  regulation  was  made  at  Augsburg 
upon  observing  that  they  did  not  consider  it  a 
crime  to  violate  their  oaths.  Previously  to  this 
time  they  had  been  compelled  to  swear  by  the 
saints,  by  the  blessed  Mary,  or  even  by  the  Son 
of  God.  ^But,  as  they  made  no  scruple  to  vio- 
late these  oaths,  they  were  obliged  to  swear  by 
the  name  of  God,  and  the  law  of  Moses.  Yet 
they  supposed  even  these  solemn  engagements 

,  were  annulled  on  the  great  day  of  expiation ; 
and  could,  therefore,  be  of  force  for  only  one 
year.  It  is  also  said,  that  a  number  of  their 
casuists  authorize  deception,  equivocation, 
mental  restriction,  and  hypocrisy. f  According 
to  a  concession  of  the  Talmud,  it  is  lawful  to 
dissemble  for  the  sake  of  peace. f 

A.  D.      About  this  time  the  disputes  between  the 

1285.  .  ^ 

Rabbinists^  and  Caraites  were  conducted  with 
great  violence.  Aaron  Cohen,  a  rabbi  of  great 
learning,  who  was  the  head  of  the  latter  sect, 

*  Basnage,  p.  684.    Modern  Univer.  Hist.  Vol.  XHI.  p.  337. 
t  Gregoire,  p.  81.        +  Modern  Univer.  Hist.  Vol.  XIII.  p.  S3&. 
§  The  Rabbinists  are  modern  Pharisees. 
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wrote  a  treatise  to  expose  the  absurdities  of  the 
Talmud.  He  explained  their  articles  of  faith, 
and  styled  his  work,  *'  The  Tree  of  Life,"  be- 
cause he  sup])osed  a  belief  of  their  dogmas 
necessary  in  order  to  attain  eternal  salvation. 
Though  he  acknowledged  a  resurrection,  he 
confined  it  only  to  the  true  believers  of  the 
house  of  Israel.  But  notwithstanding  his  at- 
tempt to  lessen  the  attachment  which  the  Ca- 
raites  began  to  discover  to  tradition,  rabbi 
Nissi,  another  famous  doctor  of  this  sect,  was 
obliged,  at  the  earnest  request  of  his  pupils,  to 
explain  the  Misna.  Even  Aaron  was  at  length 
induced  to  give  an  allegorical  explication  of 
several  passages  of  scripture.  But  though 
this  relaxation  in  the  tenets  of  their  opponents 
gratified  the  Rabbinists,*  the  hatred  between 
the  two  sects  continued  with  unabated  vio- 
lence.f 

During  the  contest  between  Adolphus  of  ^- P 
Nassau  and  Albert  of  Austria,  each  of  whom 
had  been  elected  emperour,  a  fanatical  peasant 
named  Raind  Fleisch,  taking  advantage  of  the 
wars  which  raged  in  Germany,  commenced 

*  Basnage,  p.  685. 

f  The  hatred  between  these  seets  is  carried  so  fer,  that  the  Rab- 
binists  assert,  that  if  a  Caraite  and  a  Christian  happeiv  to  be  in  dan- 
ger  of  drowning  together,  they  ought  to  make  a  bridge  of  the  body 
of  the  Caraite,  in  order  to  save  the  Christian.— Greg^a/re, />.  8B» 
C  c  2 
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an  itinerant  preacher  in  the  upper  Palatinate, 
Franconia,  and  other  provinces.  He  pretended 
that  God  had  sent  him  to  exterminate  the 
Jews  ;  and,  in  order  to  exasperate  the  people 
against  them,  asserted  that  they  had  stolen  a 
consecrated  host.  The  credulous  multitude, 
without  further  inquiry,  immediately  seized 
upon  those  in  Nuremberg,  Rottemburgh,  and 
several  other  towns  in  Franconia  and  Bavaria, 
and  put  them  to  death.  Others  chose  rath- 
er to  destroy  themselves  with  their  wives, 
childi^en,  and  efFects,^  than  to  be  thrown  into 
the  flames  by  their  enemies.  Albert  would 
gladly  have  suppressed  this  barbarous  mas- 
sacre ;  but  he  was  afraid  that  Raind  Fleisch, 
who  was  regarded  as  a  messenger  from  God^ 
would  persuade  the  people  to  favour  and  join 
his  competitor.  The  persecution  was  at  length 
stopped,  and  the  city  of  Nuremberg  laid  under 
a  heavy  fine,  besides  being  half  consumed  by 
the  fire  which  the  miserable  Jews  had  set  to. 
their  houses.* 
A.  D.  The  council,,  which  pope  Clement  V.  con- 
vened at  Vienna  against  the  Templars,  con- 
demned the  usury  of  the  Jews,  and  decreed 
that  those  who  favoured  them  should  be  con- 
sidered as  hereticks.  This  edict  involved  them 
in  vexatious  lawsuits,  and  other  misfortunes. 

*  Basnage,  p.  685.    Modern  Univer.  Hist.  Vol.  XHI-  p.  540. 
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They  were,  however,  in  some  measure  reUeved. 
by  Menicho,  bishop  of  Spires,  who  forbade 
them  to  be  molested  on  that  account  in  his  do- 
minions ;  and  alleged,  that  the  law  could  not 
concern  them,  seeing  the  church  does  not 
judge  those  that  are  without.  A  few  years 
after,  Lewis  I.  king  of  Hungary  banished  them 
from  all  his  dominions.* 

The  Flagellants,  who  arose  in  the  fourteenth  a.  d. 
century,  and  derived  their  name  from  the  cruel  ^^  ^' 
scourges  which  they  inflicted  upon  their  own 
persons,  supposed  that  murdering  the  ene- 
mies of  Christ  would  render  their  penance 
more  acceptable.!  Accordingly  they  plun- 
dered and  burnt  the  Jews  at  Spires,  Strasburg, 
and  Thuringen.  But,  after  committing  some 
outrages  at  Frankfort,  they  agreed  to  an  ac- 
commodation. A  Jew  named  Cicogne,  whose 
family  was  numerous  in  that  city,  being  dis- 
satisfied with  the  compromise,  threw  fire  into 
the  town-house,  which  consumed  the  building, 
and  all  the  records  preserved  in  it.  The  flames 
spread  to  the  cathedral,  which  was  reduced  to 

*  Basnage,  p.  686. 
f  It  has  been  asserted,  that  before  these  fanaticks  begaa  their 
pjenance,  they  I'ead  their  commission  with  an  audible  voice,  which 
•was  comprised  in  a  letter  sent  to  them  by  the  Almighty  himself^ 
and  delivered  to  them  by  an  angel,  with  express  command  to 
scourge  themselves  and  massacre  the  Jews.— P/car^'s  ReUgioii^ 
Ceremonies  of  the  Jews,  p.  17%, 
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ashes.  This  crime  was  severely  punished ;  for 
not  only  the  incendiary,  but  all  his  brethren  in 
Frankfort,  a  few  excepted  who  retired  into 
Bohemia,  were  put  to  death.* 

In  the  course  of  the  same  year  the  Jews  were 
accused  of  poisoning  the  rivers,  wells,  and  re- 
servoirs of  water.  They  were  suspected  of 
this  crime  upon  no  other  foundation,  than  that 
they  had  escaped  the  common  mortality  which 
took  place  in  most  parts  of  Europe.  A  sus- 
picion being  sufficient  to  condemn  them,  a  new 
massacre  ensued  in  several  provinces  of  Ger- 
many, in  which  some  were  burned,  and  others 
cruelly  slaughtered.  Those  of  Metz,  how- 
ever, resolved  to  defend  themselves ;  and  hav- 
ing seized  about  two  hundred  unarmed  Chris- 
tians put  them  to  death  in  a  barbarous  man- 
ner. The  incensed  populace  collected,  furi- 
ously attacked,  and  killed  twelve  thousand 
Jews.  They  next  set  fire  to  their  houses, 
which  spread  and  raged  so  vehemently,  that 
the  great  bell  and  glass  in  the  cathedral  church 
were  melted  down.  The  persecution  of  this 
miserable  people  extended  over  all  Germany, 
In  the  imperial  cities  all  their  houses  were  de- 
molished, and  castles  and  towers  built  with  the 
materials.! 

*  Basnage,  p.  686.  f  Ibid. 
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Robert,  the  reigning  count  Palatine,  and  his 
ministers,  endeavoured  in  vain  to  suppress  the 
tumult  and  afford  an  asylum  to  an  injured  race, 
whose  innocence  was  acknowledged  by  honest 
men.  But  they  were  opposed  by  some  of  the 
nobility  ;  and  the  populace  accused  them  of 
accepting  bribes  to  defend  the  enemies  of 
Christ.  All  the  Jewish  inhabitants  of  Ulm, 
together  with  their  property  and  eiFects,  were 
burned ;  their  wretched  brethren  who  sur- 
vived in  those  parts  were  without  friends,  or 
a  place  of  refuge,  the  princes  not  daring  at  so 
critical  a  time  to  interpose  in  their  behalf. . 

At  Lithuania,  however,  they  met  with  more 
equitable  treatment.  Casimire  the  great  be- 
ing enamoured  with  a  beautiful  Jewess,  named 
Esther,  had,  at  her  request,  granted  them  sev- 
eral considerable  privileges.* 

Those  Jews  who  had  fled  for  refuge  to  Bo-  a.  d. 
hemia  were  not  better  treated  than  their  breth- 
ren in  Germany.  Winceslaus,!  the  emperour 
and  king  of  Bohemia,  equally  discharged  the 
cities  and  nobility  from  the  debts  they  owed 
to  these  miserable  objects  of  persecution.  The 
people,  therefore,  considering  them  abandoned 
by  that  prince,  attacked  them  at  Gotha,  and  a 

*  Basnage,  p.  686. 
f  This  prince,  having  rendered  himself  odious  to  his  people  by  his 
intemperance  and  other  vices,  sought  to  regain  their  favour  by  his 
severity  to  the  Jews. 
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terrible  carriage  ensued*  The  Jews  of  Spires, 
^vithout  distinction  of  age  or  sex,  were  all  put 
to  death,  except  a  few  children,  who  were  hur- 
ried to  the  font  to  be  baptized.  As  a  pretence 
for  this  cruelty,  they  were  accused  of  insulting 
a  priest  as  he  was  carrying  the  sacrament  to  a 
sick  person.  The  citizens  of  Prague,  irritated 
at  seeing  them  celebrate  their  passover^  chose 
that  time  to  burn  their  synagogue,  and  those 
who  there  engaged  in  devotional  exercises. 
This  inhuman  deed  was  executed  without  any 
opposition,  and  not  one  of  them  escaped.'* 

Soon  after,  they  were  again  accused  of 
poisoning  the  rivers  and  springs,  and  pun- 
ished for  this  pretended  crime.  The  per- 
secution was  not  confined  to  Germany,  but  ex- 
tended to  Italy,  Provence,  and  other  parts.  The 
Jewish  historians  assert,  that  the  emperour  was 
convinced  of  their  innocence,  and  represented 
to  his  council,  that  it  was  impossible  for  them 
to  be  guilty  of  this  offence,  as  the  rivers  and 
springs,  which  have  a  free  and  unrestrained 
course,  cannot  be  contaminated  by  poison. 
But  the  people  were  so  highly  exasperated 
against  this  miserable  race,  that,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve them  from  more  dreadful  calamities,  the 
emperour  was  under  the  necessity  of  issuing 
an  edict,  enjoining  them  to  depart  the  country, 

*  Basnage,  p,  687. 
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or  receive  baptism.      The  Jews  assert,  that  a.  D. 
few  at  this  time  were  induced  to  apostatize,  or, 
as  they  expressed  it,   *'  to  forsake  the  glory  of 
their  God."^ 

Great  numbers  of  the  Jews  had  settled  in 
Thuringia  and  Misnia.  But,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fifteenth  century,  the  land- 
graves exacted  vast  sums  for  affording  them 
an  asylum.  Upon  their  refusal  to  pay  an  enor- 
mous tax,  they  were  arrested  and  imprisoned, 
and  obliged  to  give  up  a  large  part  of  their 
wealth  in  order  to  regain  their  liberty,  f 

About  this  period,  the  council  of  Basil  com- 1434. 
manded  the  prelates  in  all  the  places  where 
there  were  Jews,  to  appoint  learned  divines  to 
preach  to  them,  and  obliged  them,  under  the 
severest  penalties,  to  attend  the  sermons.  At 
the  same  time,  the  Christians  were  prohibited 
from  having  any  social  intercourse  with  them, 
or  employing  them  as  servants,  nurses,  farmers, 
or  physiciahs.  They  were  not  permitted  to 
reside  in  houses  near  any  church,  or  in  the  in- 
side of  any  city.  This  degraded  people  were 
also  compelled  to  wear  a  particular  habit ;  and 
condemned  to  lose  all  the  sums  they  lent  on 
sacred  books,  crosses,  and  the  ornaments  of 
churches.  J 

*  Modern  Universal  Hist.  Vol.  XHI.  p.  343.      t  Basnage,  p.  687. 
i^  Jortia's  Remarks  on  Ecclesiastical  History. 
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Twenty  years  after,  Lewis  X.  duke  of  Ba- 
varia, banished  them  from  his  dominions,  with- 
out regarding  his  own  interest,  or  the  remon- 
strances of  his  friends.  He  also  confiscated 
all  their  effects,  and  erected  publick  edifices 
in  the  places  where  they  had  inhabited.* 

A.  D.  The  princes  of  Mecklenburgh  also  treated 
this  wretched  people  with  extreme  rigour. 
They  were  accused  of  offering  an  indignity  to 
a  consecrated  host,  which  they  purchased  of  a 
priest;  for  this  crime  thirty  Jews,  together 
with  the  priest,  were  put  to  a  cruel  deadir 
Seven  years  after,  those  of  Nuremberg,  who 

1499.  were  numerous  and  affluent,  were  banished 
from  the  city.  The  citizens  charged  them 
with  various  offences,  in  order  to  palliate  their 
severity.  But  the  principal  cause  appears 
to  have  been  their  wealth,  and  the  usurious 
practices  to  which  they  were  addicted,  f 

Their  expulsion  was  probably  accelerated 
by  the  appearance  of  an  impostor,  named  Da- 
vid Leimlein.  Though  he  had  not  the  temerity 
to  declare  himself  the  Messiah,  he  confidently 
affirmed,  that  the  mighty  conqueror  would  ap- 
pear in  1500.  He  styled  himself  chief  of  the 
army  of  Israel,  and  went  to  Lisbon  and  per- 
suaded a  young  convert  to  return  to  Judaism, 

*  Basnage,  p.  729.         f  Ibid. 
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and  act  in  concert  with  him.  He  gave  him 
the  name  of  Solomon  Malcho,  and  exhorted 
him  to  diligently  read  the  rabbinical  writings. 
His  pupil  made  such  a  rapid  progress  in  his 
studies,  that  the  Italian  Jews  affirmed  his  ser- 
mons were  dictated  by  some  angel.  Not  con- 
tented with  preaching,  he  compiled  several  curi- 
ous treatises,  which  increased  his  reputation. 
Meantime  David  distinguished  himself  by  his 
long  fasting,  being  sometimes  six  days  with- 
out taking  any  food,  and  thus  attracted  pub- 
lick  notice  and  admiration.  The  credulous 
Jews  were  hence  induced  to  demolish  their 
ovens,  expecting  the  following  year  to  eat  un- 
leavened bread  in  Jerusalem.  While  they 
were  preparing  for  the  voyage,  David,  perceiv- 
ing that  he  had  set  too  short  a  time  for  their 
pretended  deliverance,  declared,  that  "  the  sins 
of  the  nation  had  retarded  the  coming  of  the 
Messiah."  This  caused  the  infatuated  people 
to  assemble  near  Jerusalem  and  appoint  a 
solemn  fast,  in  order  to  appease  the  anger  of 
God,  and  hasten  the  appearance  of  their  long 
expected  deliverer.* 

At  length,  Malcho,  who  declared  himself 
the  precursor  of  the  Messiah,  was  so  impru- 
dent as  to  desire  an  audience  of  Charles  V. 


*  Basnage,  p.  729. 
Vol.  I.  D  D 
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then  at  Mantua.  He  was  admitted ;  but  that 
monarch  caused  him  to  be  arrested,  and  put 
to  a  cruel  death.* 

CHAP.     XX.  .^ 

The  Jews  are  protected  by  the  Roman  pontiffs  during  the  thir- 
teenth and  fourteenth  centuries.  They  are  numerous  in  Naples. 
They  are  massacred  in  Trani.  They  build  a  magnificent  syna- 
gogue in  Bologna  in  the  fifteenth  century.  The  Jews  are  per- 
secuted by  pope  John  HI.  Massacre  of  those  in  Trent.  Alex- 
ander VI.  favours  and  protects  the  Jews.  Those  refugees,  who 
seek  an  asylum  in  Naples,  are  persecuted  by  the  inquisitors. 
Paul  HI.  is  partial  to  the  Jewish  nation. 

While  the  other  European  nations  oppres- 
sed and  persecuted  the  wretched  fugitives  of 
Israel,  the  Roman  pontiffs,  with  a  small  excep- 
tion, treated  them  with  lenity,  defended  them 
against  their  persecutors,  and  often  checked 
the  mistaken  zeal  of  those  who  sought  to  con- 
vert them  by  force.f  Instances  of  their  kind- 
ness and  humanity  towards  the  Jewish  nation 
occur  in  various  parts  of  the  foregoing  history. 
As  early  as  the  seventh  century  they  were  pro- 
tected by  pope  Gregory  the  great.  In  the 
eleventh,  Alexander  IL  condemned  the  perse- 

*  Lemlein  was  sent  prisoner  to  Spain,  and  died  there  a  few  days 
after  his  confinement.  Yet  such  was  the  itifatuation  of  the  Italian 
Jews,  that  a  long  time  elapsed  before  they  would  belie^e  but  that 
he  was  still  alive  in  this  kingdom.— JfcTocfej'yi  Universal  Eutory, 
Vol  XIIL  p.  393. 

t  JButler's  Horse  Biblicte,  p.  88. 
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cuting  spirit  of  king  Ferdinand,  and  endeav- 
oured to  defend  them  against  the  rage  of  the 
Crusaders.  At  a  later  period,  Gregory  IX.  a 
zealous  promoter  of  the  holy  war,  observing 
that  the  Crusaders  in  many  places  began  their 
expedition  with  massacres  of  the  Jews,  not 
only  loudly  reprehended  them,  but  took  all 
proper  methods  for  preventing  such  barbarity* 
He  also  interposed  in  their  flivour  when  the  in- 
habitants of  Haguenau  accused  them  of  mur- 
dering christian  children.  He  wrote  a  letter 
to  Lewis  IX.  to  stop  the  persecution  which 
was  raised  against  them  during  the  reign .  of 
that  monarch.  Two  other  letters  of  his,  ad- 
dressed to  all  Christians,  pass  a  severe  censure 
upon  those,  who,  under  the  cloak  of  religion, 
concealed  their  avarice  in  order  to  harrass  the 
Jews ;  and  he  there  enjoined  them  to  imitate 
the  example  of  his  predecessors,  who  had  de- 
clared themselves  their  defenders.  Many  of 
the  nation  were  indebted  for  their  lives  to  his 
toleration,  not  only  in  his  own  dominions,  but 
in  England,  France,  and  Spain.  In  1247  In- 
nocent IV.  wrote  to  vindicate  them  from  the 
crimes*  which  were  laid  to  their  charge  ;  and 
said,  that  "  they  were   more  miserable  under 

*  The  edicts  of  so  many  pontiffs  to  destroy  the  effects  of  the 
calumnies  against  the  Jews  render  it  highly  i)robable,  that  these 
reports  -were  not  founded  on  sufficient  evidence. — J\'ote  to  Mo- 
sheiirJs  Hist  or  v.  Vol.  VJ.  p.  220. 
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Christian   princes,   than   their   ancestors  had 
been  under  Pharaoh."* 

In  Naples  the  Jewish  people  were  become 
numerous  and  affluent,  particularly  in  the  cap- 
ital and  the  city  of  Trani.  The  king,  in  order 
to  reward  them  for  some  important  services, 
treated  them  with  great  indulgence,  and,  at 
his  death,  recommended  them  to  the  States. 
But  these,  instead  of  allowing  them  the  full 
enjoyment  of  their  religion,  endeavoured  to 
eifect  their  conversion.  The  Jews,  appre- 
hending a  persecution,  offered  to  embrace 
Christianity  upon  condition  of  being  permitted 
to  marrv  into  the  richest  and  noblest  fam.ilies 
in  the  kingdom.  To  their  great-  surprise 
these  terms  were  accepted,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  accede  to  their  own  proposal.. 
Those,  however,  who  could  not  form  advan- 
tageous connexions,  soon  relapsed  into  Juda- 
ism. A  monk  of  Trani  resolved  to  punish 
them  for  their  dissimulation  ;  and,  to  effect  this 
purpose,  concealed  a  cross  in  a  heap  of  earth, 
and  charged  a  Jew  of  the  city  with  the  fact. 
Exasperated  at  this  supposed  crime,  the  peo- 
ple rose,  and  a  massacre  immediately  followed. 
'^The  tumult  extended  to  Naples,  where  the 
Jews  would  have  been  put  to  death  had  not 

*  Basnage,  p.  CG8.      Butler's  Horse  Biblicje,  p.  8S. 
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the  nobility  interposed  and  concealed  the 
most  wealthy,  and  consequently  the  most  ob- 
noxious, in  their  houses.  Pope  Alexander  IV. 
also  sent  to  Naples  to  exert  his  authority  in 
their  favour.* 

Clement  V.  who,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  fourteenth  century  had  removed  the  papal 
seat  to  Avignon,  exerted  himself  to  save  the 
Jews  from  the  persecution  of  the  shepherds. 
He  excommunicated  them  ;  but  the  anathemas 
of  the  church  made  little  impression  on  'hat 
furious  people.  This  pontiff  not  only  protect- 
ed the  Jews,  but  afforded  them  the  means  of  in- 
struction, and  ordered  that  every  university 
should  have  professors  to  teach  Hebrew,  and 
men  whose  education  rendered  them  capable  of 
disputing  with  and  convincing  the  Jews  of 
their  errours.f 

John  XXn.  his  successor,  was  for  pursu- 
ing a  different  method ;  and  supposed  the 
most  probably  way  of  effecting  their  conver- 
sion was  to  burn  all  the  copies  of  the  Talmud. 
Several  of  the  bishops  having  asserted,  that 
they  had  seen  some  qM[^  nation  ridiculing  the 
Catholicks  as  they  carried  the  cross  m  proces- 
sion, the  pope  was  prevailed  upon  to  issue  an 
edict  which  expelled  them  from  all  the  territo* 

*  Basaage,  p.  669.  t  I^i^l* 
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ries  of  the  church.  In  order  to  avoid  the  im- 
pending evil,  they  applied  to  Robert,  king  of 
Naples  and  Sicily,  who,  being  a  friend  and  fa- 
vourite of  the  pontiff,  persuaded  him,  upon 
their  presenting  him  with  a  large  sum  of  mon- 
ey, to  revoke  his  edict. 

Clement  VI.  treated  the  Jews  with  singular 
kindness  and  humanity.  When  they  were 
put  to  death  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom 
upon  pretence  of  poisoning  the  rivers,  he 
exerted  himself  to  the  utmost  to  suppress  the 
popular  fury.  He  also  preserved  them  from 
the  cruelty  of  the  inquisition,  which  raged 
with  unrelenting  fury  against  the  Albigenses. 
Under  his  protection  they  even  maintained  a 
friendly  correspondence  with  some  of  the 
members  of  this  bloody  tribunal.  They  pre- 
sented Emeric,  who  compiled  the  directory  of 
the  inquisition,  a  Bible  that  they  pretended 
was  written  by  Ezra,  which  the  Dominicans 
have  preserved  with  great  veneration.  While 
they  were  massacred  without  mercy  in  every 
part  of  Europe,  Avignon  became  their  asylum ; 
and  Clement  VI.  th^j|H[;iend  and  protector, 
omitted  nothing  thaHJ^could  tend  to  soften  the 
\^  lot  of  the  persecuted,  and  disarm  the  fury  of 
their  persecutors.* 

*  Basnage,  p.  670.    Gregoire,  p.  S. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  JEWS.  343 

The  Jews  were  numerous  and  powerful  a.  d, 
at  Bologna  during  the  fourteenth  century. 
They  had  ^there  built  the  most  magnificent 
synagogue  in  Italy,  and  established  an  acad- 
emy. Boniface  IX.  did  not  oppose  their 
erecting  this  synagogue,  which,  by  its  size  and 
beauty,  excited  the  attention  and  admiration  of 
travellers. 

Though  the  Jews  were  generally  favoured  i4i3. 
and  protected  by  the  popes,  yet,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  fifteenth  century,  John 
XXIII.  issued  several  edicts  against  them. 
He  not  only  raised  a  persecution  in  his  own 
dominions,  but  encouraged  and  stimulated  the 
Spanish  government  to  massacre  this  unhappy 
people.  Soon  after,  however,  Nicolas  II.  being 
raised  to  the  pontificate,  treated  them  with 
great  indulgence.  He  preserved  those  in  his 
own  dominions  from  the  inquisition  ;  and  sent 
letters  into  Spain  to  prevent  their  being  oblig- 
ed to  abjure  their  own  religion.^ 

They  had  not  long  enjoyed  the  patronage  of  i4r2. 
this  pontiff  before  a  new  persecution  was 
raised  asrainst  theijBlj^^xtus  IV.  had  been 
prevailed  upon  to  ca4^a^|£^  'one  Simon,  who, 
as  was  pretended,  had  been  murdered  two 
hundred  years  before  by  the  Jews  in  Trent* 

*  Basnage,  p.  721. 
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The  publick  hatred  being  thus  revived,  the 
l^Dpulace,  in  the  bishoprick  of  Trent  and  in  the 
city  of  Venice,  plundered  and  massacred  the 
circumcised.  The  doge  and  senate  were 
obUged  to  interpose  their  authority  to  suppress 
the  slaughter  ;  but  the  magistrates  of  Trent, 
being  less  equitable,  expelled  the  Jews  from 
the  city. 
A.  D.      After  the  Catholicks  in  Spain  and  Portugal 

1492.  .  ^  ° 

had  banished  the  Jews,  the  Italians  received 
them  with  open  arms.  Pope  Alexander  VI. 
not  only  relieved  the  wants  of  the  unhappy 
fugitives,  but  enjoined  their  brethren  at  Rome, 
who  had  treated  them  with  great  neglect,  to 
afford  them  every  assistance  in  their  power 
for  establishing  themselves  in  his  dominions. 
He  allowed  them  the  same  privileges  as  their 
brethren  had  formerly  enjoyed  ;  and  endeav- 
oured to  procure  them  the  free  and  unrestrain- 
ed exercise  of  their  religion  in  all  the  other 
states  of  Italy. ^ 

It  is  said,  that  when  the  Portuguese  exiles 
eame  to  Italy,  the  university  of  Jews  at  Rome 
offered  the  pope  a  tl^^j^pp;!  ducats  on  condi- 
tion of  his  refusinsfdfibse  of  Spain  permission 
to  settle  in  his  territories.  But  Alexander  re- 
jected their  offer  with  disdain,  and  reproved 

*  Basiiage,  p.  7|2» 
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them  for  their  barbarity  towards  their  brethren. 
He  also  decreed,  that  they  should  be  banish'ed 
from  his  dominions,  and  the  Spanish  Jews  re- 
ceived in  their  place  ;  and  they  were  obhged 
to  pay  a  vast  sum  before  they  could  obtain  a 
revocation  of  this  order.* 

The  favourable  disposition  of  pope  Alexan- 
der towards  the  Jewish  nation,  induced  many 
of  them  from  various  parts  to  seek  an  asylum 
in  his  territories.  Among  others,  whom  the 
pontiff's  kindness  invited  to  Rome,  was  the 
learned  rabbi  Jochanan,  a  German,  who  had 
been  setded  at  Constantinople,  and  who  was 
celebrated  for  his  knowledge  in  the  mysteries 
of  the  cabbala,  t 

Part  of  the  Spaufsh  and  Portuguese  exiles 
sought  an  asylum  in  Naples.  But  they  were 
exposed  to  the  unrelenting  cruelty  of  the  in- 
quisitors in  that  kingdom,  and  suffered  such 
terrible  oppressions,  that  the  people  rebelled. 
The  viceroy  was  induced  to  expel  them,  in 
order  to  be  delivered  from  the  tyranny  of  these 
merciless  men.  I^i  alleged,  that,  "  as  the 
ancient  inhabitailPBBte  sound  in  the  faith, 
there  was  not  anAfarthes^ieed  of  this  bloody 

*  This  curious  fact  is  handed  down  to  posterity  hy  Jewish 
■writers. — Eossie's  Hebrew  Biography. 

t  Basnage,  p.  722.. 
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^  P-  tribunal."     Charles  V.  soon  after  authorized 

1534. 

his  viceroy's  conduct  by  refusing  to  tolerate 
them  either  in  Naples  or  Sicily.  This  sever- 
ity, however,  did  not  deter  one  Ricci,  a  con- 
verted Jew,  from  dedicating  to  that  monarch 
a  celebrated  treatise  on  what  he  styled  ''  Celes- 
tial Agriculture."  He  was  a  physician  in  Ger- 
many and  a  profound  cabbalist,  who  attempted 
to  prove  the  mysteries  of  Christianity  from  that 
science.* 
1539.  Paul  III.  was  so  indulgent  to  the  Jews,  and 
they  became  so  numerous  and  powerful  dur- 
ing his  pontificate,  that  cardinal  Sadolet  in- 
veighed against  him  on  account  of  his  partial 
fondness  for  an  unbelieving  race.  He  asserted, 
that  this  pontiff  was  kinder  to  them  than  to  the 
Christians  ;  and  that  none  could  be  raised  to 
civilor  ecclesiastical  dignities  but  through 
their  ""favour  and  interest ;  while  at  the  same 
time  he  persecuted  the  Protestants.  Though 
the  cardinal's  remonstrance  did  not  produce 
all  the  effect  that  was  desired,  yet  it  caused  a 
redress  of  the  most  flagrant  abuses.  They 
were,  however,  son«H|P  persecuted  in 
Rome  ;  yet  it  niuS|[^^^itted  that  there  is 
no  country  in  the  world  in  which  less  Jewish 
blood  has  been  spilled,  and  in  which  the  rites 
of  humanity  have  been  more  respected  with  re- 

*  Basnage,  p.  7^. 
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gard  to  their  nation,  than  in  the  ecclesiastical 
state.* 

A  learned  writer  has  thus  accounted  for  the 
kindness  of  the  Roman  pontiffs  to  the  Jews. 
*'  The  court  of  Rome  excelled  all  other  courts 
in  pohcy,  craft,  and  worldly  wisdom.  It  saw 
the  folly  of  expelling  and  distressing  the  Jews  ; 
it  knew  the  use  that  was  to  be  made  of  an  in- 
dustrious people,  skilful  in  commerce,  and  in 
the  management  of  the  revermes  ;  who  had  no 
particular  dislike  to  papal  authority,  and  no 
disposition  to  assist  heretics,  schismatics,  or 
reformers,  and  had  not  credit  sufficient  to 
make  proselytes  to  their  own  religion."! 

The  persecution  of  the  Jews  during  the 
middle  ages,  which  has  been  related  in  the  five 
preceding  chapters,  exhibits  in  such  a  striking 
manner  the  exact  accomplishment  of  jllfc  fa- 
mous prophecy  of  Moses,  Deut.  xxvniPWfct 
this  chapter  appears  to  be  a  correct  miniature 
picture  of  the  leading  features  in  their  history, 
drawn  by  the  pencil  of  inspiration.  The  re-  , 
fleeting  and  devout  must  feel  an  augmented 
veneration  for  the  ^re3^§criptures,  while  they 
turn  their  attention^[^^e,3SRiplete  agreement 
of  the  prophecies,  s^tflf/ffffnts  which  fulfill 
them;  and  scepticism  and  infidelity  be  coi^ 

*  Basnage,  p.  72%.     Letters  of  certain  Jews  to  Voltaire,  p,  41. 
t  Jortin's  Semarks  on  Ecclesiastical  History,  Vol.  II. 
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founded  by  seeing  the  history  of  succeeding 
•ages  so  accurately  delineated,  and  contem- 
plating, in  the  fate  of  this  suffering  people,  a 
'*  striking  phenomenon,  incomprehensible  to 
human  reason." 

Among  other  awful  denunciations  against 
the  Jewish  nation,  which  we  have  seen  fully  ac- 
complished in  the  (fQurse  of  this  history,  Moses 
declares'^'  ^VThou  shalt  only  be  oppressed  and 
spoied  evermore.',  /Numerous  instances  oc- 
cur*oft%  cruel  op'pressions  and  pillages  this 
devoted  race  have  suffered  in  England,  France, 
Germany,  and  Spain.     In  the  east,  as  well  as  in 
Europe,  they  have  been  continually  subjected 
to  heavy  fines  and  impositions.     How  often  in 
different  countries  they  have  been  forced  to 
redeem  their  lives  by  v?^t  sums  extorted  from 
thei^A   Did  sovereigns  want  pecuniar}'  assis- 
ti^P^  carry  on  their  wars,  the  Jews  were 
compelled  to  give  up  their  riches.    A  massacre 
was  generally   the  prelude  to  a   plunder,   as 
we  have    seen   in   various   parts  of  Europe. 
When  banished  from  England  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.  their  estaim^khich  were  confis- 
cated, brought  io^^^Bums  to  the  crown. 
When  Philip  -^iflHBp^P^ll^d  them  from 
4fc'ance,  he  confiscated  their  estates;    yet  he 
soon  after  recalled  this  oppressed  people  in 
order  to  fleece  them -again.   They  have  •-*^  every 
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